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* Ha u lit, falNC! OF Did M As I. ] The original (lory 9ft 
which lliii plmjf ii built, may be found in Suo Grammalieui lha 
Danifh hiHOTiin. From thinc« Belleforefi adopted it in hii col. 
leflion of novels. In levtn volumei, .which he began in 1564, and 
toutinued to pubiita through tucccediog yean. From ihii work, 
7hi H,fis<ii 1/ HanH.il, quarto, bl. 1. wai tranflaied. I hava 
hitherto rati with no tailiet edition of the pliv thin one in tin 

11 I have [etn a ropy of Sprgtit'i edition of Chaucer, which for* 
mrrly belonged to Di. Gabriel Harvey, { the iniagonift ofNilh) 
who, in hii own band. writing, hai fet down Hanltl, ai ■ pci- 



In Eafiuard Hii, by Gaorge Chapman, Ben Jonfon, and John 
Million, t6u5, it a fling 11 the bero of thii tragedy. A fontraan 

HW11, are yon nuiV 

The frequent allufioni of contemporary author! to ihii play 
fuHicieoily fliow iis popularity. Tbui, in Decker'i Bit-man't 
tftgitmUtl, 410. 161s, we have— "But if any vtai HamM, 
hearing ihii, fraill Villainie, and ruth in by violence to fee wbal 
the tawny diuelj | gfpGrs ] an dooing, lliea they exruic the Fa a" kc. 
Again, in an old collection, of Satirical Foerni, (ailed Til Aifir- 
Jtatrii, il tbil couplet ; 

" I will not cry Hamlit Bnngt my grcevei, 
But I will call Hangman, Revenge on thicvei." 

Surely no fatiie wai intended in Eajluird Mil, wliich vrai j3cd at 
Shakfpearei own plavhoule, ( fllackfriei., ) by tbi children of iht 
icvcli, in iCo.i. Malum, 

The fnllowing parliculari relative to the date of ihii piece, ara 
borrowed from Dr. Farmer. Zfft, lie Lumin e ,j Sk.if,,aH t 
p. S5, 86, fecond edition : 

Greene, iu the Epiltle prefixed 10 hi) ArttHt, hatha lifh al 
forae ' vaine glorioui tragediani,' lod very plainly at Shakfpeara 
in particular. — ' 1 leave ill thefc to the mercy of their meiirr- 
lv>;«<, thai Feed 00 nought but the crumi that fall liom the Iran/- 
Ullf'l trencher — That could fcarcrly Uliniii their nect veife it 
lb«y fhould havt oeedc, yet Engli/h Smtia read by candlelight 
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Jeeldi m.ny good fentencei— n« will *Sor3 you whole HdmUti, t 
Ihould fay, iandfuti at iragicall fpeecbei.' — I cannot dcictmino 
eiaflly when thii Efi/11' wii firil pubUfhtdi but, I fancy, it will 



Gatri'i! Haiaii primed >t the end of the year i5 9 2, ' Foure Let- 
icrl and certains Sonnetll, efpetially touching flidri Cnoi:' in 
one or which liii Auatia ii mentioned. Kow NaJKi Epiille mull 

plaufe; and the Fourr tiffm were ibe beginning of a quarrel. 
JVa/7l replied id ' Strange News of the itiltrtf ;Hn.;| ;.r-ai,-j Ltiicrs, 
and a Convoy of Verfei, at they »trt going frivitit to via.ial ill* 
lw Com/riij, ibgi: Wartfj rejoined the fame year in • Pirni'i 
Supererogation, or a new 1'taire of the old ABV And JV.> 
.gain, in ■ Have with yoo to S a jf„i W*ti<* t or Gahridi Hm,,-, 
Hum ii up; - containing a full intwer to the eldcfl Tonne of the 
hiker-maler, iS 3 6-"— Nijh died before 1606, u appear! fiom an 
old comedy called Tki Affirm /'On Parne^ui. STBIVI.HS. . 

A play on tlie fubjea of Haalcl hid been exhibited on ibe flag* 
before the year 1389, of which Thoma. Krd wai, I believe, tba 
author. On' that play, and no the bl. letter Hijlmi, of flam/if, our 
poet, I conjecture, conrlrudcd the tragedy before ui. The earlier! 
edition of the profe-narmive which 1 have feeo, wai printed in 
l6oB, but it undoubtedly wal a republicatinu. 

Shakipiaie's Hemlit was written, if ray conjecture be well 
founded, in i5 9 6. See in dttmft It t/mUia Hi StHt if iii Fit)., 
Vol. tl. Mildhi. 
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Persons reprefented. 



Claudius, King of Denmark. 
Hamlet, * Jon to the Jormer, am 
king. 

Polonius, Lord Chamberlain. 
Horatio, friend lo Hamlet. 
Laertes, Jon to Polonius. 
Vohimand, "\ 
Cornelius, ( „ 
Rofencranz, > C«rt«w. 
Guilden&ern.J 
Ofrick, a courtier. 
Anoiktr counter. 



Francifco, a Joldier. 
Reynaldo, Jcrvant to Polonies. 
A Captain. An Ambajfador. 
Ghojl of Hamlet's father. 
Eortinbras, Prince of Norway. 

Gertrude, Queen of Denmark, and mother of Hamlet, 
Ophelia, daughter of Polonius. 

lords. Ladies, Officers, Soldiers, Players, Grave, 
diggers, Sailors, Mejfengtrs, and other Attendants. 



A Priejl. 




SCEXE, Elfinore. 




HAMLET, 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 



ACT I. SCENE I. 
EIGnorc. A Platform before the Cajlle. 

t 

Francisco on his pojl. Enter to him Bernardo. 
Ber. Who's there? 

Fran. Nay, anrwerme:* (land, and unfold • 
Yourfelf. 

Ber. Long live the king ! 3 
Fran. Bernardo? 
Ber. He. 
Fran. Yon come raoft carefully upon your hoar. 
Ber. *Tis now ftruck twelve ; * gel thee to bed, 
Francifco. 

Fran, For this relief, much thanks: 'tis bitter 
cold, 

And I am fick at heart. 

Ber. Have you had quiet guard? 

Fran. ' - Not a monfe ftirring. 

• nil.- ] i. e. mi who am ilnady no ihr wilcb, aod bava ■ 

liglil la dtmand llie walcli-word. SrEEViM. 

' Ling livt lit ling t\ Tbii .lenience appeit( lo baie bun the 
waicb-woru. Malo^c. 

' 'Til oow Jmck lailvij ] I fttongly tufpeft lhat the line reading 
u-niv (truck ic. So, ip Horn,. ,»d J*ti,t, Afl 1. fe.i: 

Bui imp Uiuct nine." Stutsmc. 

B J 



6 HAMLET, 

Ber. Well, good night. 
If you do meet Horatio and MarceUn*, 
The rivals of my watch,* bid them make hafie. 

* Hi rivah if ■■((), ] Shah for piTlntit. 

■ ■ Wariuiton. 
So, in Hcywood'i Raft ef Lacnci, 1636; 

4,m.' A rht't with L brttlhtf," &e. 
A C .i", in 1» 1: ( .~J «l Utfrntt, i6J, : 

Agiio. In W CUift.,, AB lit. fc v : 

■■ •_>bt»ing moJc utt uF bin, ia the *u t 3^31 r>fl Fompey, 
pirf(j;l> deny' J h.m i<t«/ilj." S" I EVE hi. 

Bv mail ibe fp»k(( triuioly toeaoi (*rffi [according 10 
Dr. Witbutiao'i tvplimriaa, ) at ihofe whom he opefled 10 wa'iA 



It cucftiatlv ->ftd b 
In Ballot!.'. f H l.lh Eytfir, 



b, Buj:oUf by Hit vtrv fici wc-.i, whim be bit employed .o the 
(c.%eJ.J «i«r»yi ulcd by Sbiefpew* (at ejjititli. ttt Vol. IV. 



PRINCE QF DENMARK. 1 



Enter Ho RATIO and Marcellm. 

Tran. I think, I hear them.— Stand, ho! Whs 

is there ? 
Hor. Friends to this ground. 
Mar. And liegemen to the Dane. 

Fran. Grre yon goodnight. 
Mar. O, farewell, honeft foldier: 

Who hath reliev'd yoa ? 

Fran. Bernardo hath my place. 

Give yon good night. Francisco. 
Mar. Holla! Bernardo ! 

Be*. Sav ' 
What, is Horatio there? 

Hor/ A piece of him. s 



Vcatlfc Horrtioii i g.ntltm.n of no ptoftlEoo, ind btciafc, >i 
be t0n «iv ( d. llictt w..bui on. p«ion on eith w» leh - J™ 1 ,n ' 
»» no ntid of ch ang .. Hoiaiio n ct.iainlr npl an olhttr, out 
H..kt'i rtllDW.M*«t ■! Winc»b«.|. i>v " h ? *'' D X oEt T 
M,r«ll»i «d Bc.utdoon lb. w.lcta trot* • ■ '« <=' ™f JJ 
o.r po«t confidcn bin. v« f piopclly a. in w " h 
Horatio himfelf f»j-i lo Han.Lt in » fubf^utnt It tot, 



• Hor. A piece ./ A». I But- *fcr » «« ^ 

pn» hi, band. Wbicfc dir.aioa thould b* n 



» 4 



J *iifl If H", il.l btli.Tt. no 

i, .[ j, i,;.,..,. „ . [..».. ....... 1. 1-.™ 1 "- 
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HAMLET, 



Ber. Welcome, Horatio ; welcome, good Mar? 
cellus. 

Hor. What, 6 has this thing appear'd again to* 
night? 

Ber. I have fecn nothing. 

Mar. Horatio rays, 'tis bnt our fantafy; 
And will not lctbelief take hold of him, , 
Touching this dreaded fight, twice feen of us : 
Therefore I-have entreated him along, 
With as to watch the minutes of this night 
That, if again this apparition come, 
He may approve onreyes, 8 and fpeak to it. 

Hor. Tufh! tufa! 'twill not appear. 

Ber. Sit down awhile; 

And let us once again aflail your ears. 
That are fo fortified againft our flory, 

1 Hot. Witt, See. j TInii (be quarto, 1604. STeevim. 
Tliefe woidi ire in the folio given to Mirctllui. Malonz, 

1 Ikl nfislii «/ this a t li ; ] %b\l fecms to have been in 

Upttffion eommon in Shakfpeart's lime. I find it in one of Ford't 
plays, The Fmsiit tkaflt and tail; A3 V : 

" I ptomife ere (Ai tainutu of tit nigll." Steevenj. 

* approve SuPtjti, J Add 1 new teflimony to lhal of our 

V- JOHNSON. 
So, in King Liar.: 

« — this npftnii her letter, 
"> Thai (be would (una be here." 
Eee Vol. XVllt. p. 177, n. 5. STiEVIM. 

Ht nay approve cur *y«, J He may make good (be teiliraony of 
pur eyes ; be allured by hi, own experience of the t.uih'of that 
whieh ut Lave relied, in eenfauer.:, tf Uwf Oesn ly.aStKCjTa U 
il. To efprsvt in Shattpearc's age, figniScd to" meU gtil, Dr 
(ftallith, and is fo .defined m Cawdiey's Alphabetical latil sf hili 
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PRINCE OF DENMARK. 9 



What we two nights have Teen.* 

Hon. Well, fit we down, 

And let us hear Bernardo fpeak of this. 

Ber. Laft night of all, 
When yon fame fiar, that's we Award from the 
pole. 

Had made his coorfe to illume [hat part of heaven 
Where now it burns, Marcellos, and my f elf, 
The bell then beating one, — — „-W. - . .-■ ,' • 
Mar. Peace, break thee off; look, where it 
conies again ! 

Enter Ghoft. 

Ber. In the fame figure, like the king that's dead. 
Mar. Thou art a fcbolar, fpeak to it, Horatio." 
Ber. Looks it not like the king? mark it, Ho- 
ratio. 

Hor. Moftlike: — it harrows me J with fear, and 
wonder. 

• Wialwi tan lijjii im/ita.] This line ii by SirT. Hinroir 
given It, Maitclluj, but will) out uecsffity. JOHMON. 

* Titu B'l n JcMar, /flak !o it, Hltath.\ II uai alwayt been 1 
vulgit notion [bat fpiriti and fuparnatural beingi can only be fpoitu 
lo w)tb propticly 01 efftd by pertain of learning. Thus, Toby >■ 
Ih NigU-walka, by Beaumont and Flelehtl, layi t 



cndl the fltwaid (o (peak Latin to [he £botl in ibat pl>y. 
- U hanowi M To iencw U 10 couqusr, to fuMye. 



10 HA M IE T, 

Ber. It would be fpoke to. 
Mar. Speak to it. Horatio. 

Hob. What art tlioa, that ufurp'ft this time of 
night. 

Together with that fair and warlike form 
In which the majcfty of buried Denmark 
Did fometimes march? by heaven I charge thee, 
fpeak. 
Mar. It is offended. 
Bek- See ! it ftalks away. 

Hor. Stay; fpeak; fpeak I charge thee, fpeak. 

[E.riV Ghoft. 
Mar. *Tis gone, and will not anfwer, 
Blr. How now, Horatio ? you tremble, and look 
pale : 

Ii not this fomething more than fantafy? 
What think you of it? 

Hon. Before my God, I might not this believe, ■ 
Without the fenfibleand true avonch 
Of mine own eyes. 

Mar. Is it not like the king? 

Hor. As thou art to thyfelf: 
Such was the very armour he had on, 
When he the ambitious Norway combated ; 
So frown d he once, when, in an angry parle* 

The word ii of Siion origii. So, io tin old bl. 1. romuci of 
A>r Egl.^ourt tf Arttjli 

•' He txon by him Ihut kamatd lull." 
Milton ha; adapted tliii phnfc in his Comtii: 

" Amaj'd I Hood, kartowi wili grief and fiar!" 

Sri f vim, 

* «» angry parte,] Thii is one of the alftacd wordi Intro. 

iazt d by L,\ f . So, in Twt WiJ> M<n mi all IU H,jt Fuli, i6i a ;' 
" — IbiL you laid »• at our laft farlt." Sthvim. 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 11 

He faiote the ~fiedded 5 Polack oa the ice..' 
M'is ftrange. 

Mar. Thus, twice before, andjump at this dead 
hour/ 



■ Jltidti — ] kfill, or JbJgt, i 

■tide uPe of in Ihe cold toynirits. 
IqtlUr Shipktri, 1S90: 



• Hi fmti'li, fieiiti PoUcfc »n IU iu.l ?»/«-« in Ihe' common 
■ diiiom. He fpeaki of 1 prince of Poland whom he Hew in built! 
He urn the word JVaii again, A3 II. fc. iv. Fort. 

PtUtk was, in [hit age, the tetm for in inhabitant ofPolandt 
Tslaqvt, French. Ai it, F. Dirifon'i translation d£ Paffeiitiui's epi- 
■ph on Henry III. of Fiance, puhlilhed by Camden : 

" Whether thy chance or canite thee hllhei bring!, 
" Stay, puffeoger, and wail the liap of kingi. 
" Thil little ftooc a great king'i bcail doth hold, 
'< Who ml'd the fickle French and FiUih bold: 
Whom, with a orifp'hly warlike hofl arltnded, 

» Go, palTcuger, and wailSbe bap of king?." JOHKKf*, 
Again, in Til Wkiii Divit, or YitttH* Cum intone, kt. 1619: 



All the ■ 
Shakfprare 



condefcended to ftrike a meaner period than a prince. 

' j«mp tl (ill JcflJ ijnr.l So, the 410. 160.J. The folio __ 

The totie&ion WD probably made by tbc author. Johkioh. 



19 



HAMLET, 



With martial ftalk hath he gone by onr watch. 
Hor. In what particular thought to work,' I 
know not'; 

But, in the grofs and fcope ' of mine opinion. 
This bodes ibrae flrange eruption to our fiate. 

Mas. Good now, fit down, and tell me, he that 
knows. 

Why this fame ftiifland mod obfcrvant watch 
So nightly toils the fubjea of the land ; 
And why fuch daily call ' of brazen cannon. 
And foreign mart for implements of war ; 
Why fuch imprcfs of fhipwrights, 3 whofe fore tafk 
Does not divide the funday from the week: 
What might be toward, that this fweaty haRe 
Doth make the night joint-labourer with the dzy^ 
Who is't, that can inform me? 

Hor. That can I; 

At leaft, the whifper goes fo. Our lail king, 

In ihe folio we fomttinns find a familiar word fubliituttd for 

Jump and jtfi were fynonyraouj in the lime of Shakfpeare. Ben 
Jonfou f|>eaki of vertes made ou jvaf naraij, i. e. namts ihal Tuit 
«xat%. Nafh favi — zaA jump, imiialisg a vcrfe <u A> in piie- 
fenl!." So, in Chapmab's Mi) Daj,'tGil! 

" Your appointmtnt wai jumpl at tlirce, with rot." 
Again, in M. KyfSo'i iriaflliinu of ific Antlriz of Tiuw, i588i 
" Comti he [Lis day to juaf in the visj time of tbia 
marriagt ? " Stleveks. 

• 7a whil f'ti'ul" UtegU le ami,] i. e. What particular train 
of thinking to follow. Sntvuu. 

* — — grofi taifapt — ] Gcoeral thought!, and tendency at 
large. Johhson. 

■ ititj tail _] The qoarloi mi — ttf- StMVSW. 

1 Wi, /mi irapitr. tj /)ii»u.-ri t Aij,] Judge Harrington, Obftnu- 
lism on lit morf tncitnl Stalutti, p. 3oo, having obfeived that 
Siutfpeare gives, EngliOi manners to every counliy wbcre bit 
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PRINCE OF DENMARK. i3 



Whofe image even but now appear'd to us. 
Was, as you know, byFoninbras of Norway, 
Thereto prick'd on by a motl emulate pride, 
Dar'd to the combat; in wbich, our valiant Hamlet 
( For fo this fide of our known world efleem'd him,) 
Did flay this Fornnbras; who, by a feal'd com- 
pact, 

Well ratified by law, and heraldry, * 

Did forfeit, with his life, all Uiofe his lands, 

Which he flood fciz'd of, to the conqueror : , 

Againft the which, a moiety competent 

Was gaged by our king; which bad return'd 

To the inheritance of Fortinbras, 

Had he been vanquilher ; as, by the fame co-mart, 

And carriage of the article defign'd, 5 

feme lie), infert from this palTsgt, that in Ihe time tvtn or Quee» 
Elisabeth, Qiipwiigali 11 well is feameu wire forced to [me, 

Whauet. 

Jmftlfi Egaifies pnly Ihe l3 of relaining (hipujriglus by giving 
ihem what was called p„Ji money [from p.lt. Ft.} for holding 
mfelvcs in utfalfl to be employed. See Mr. Donee's note ou 



i. e. honowabte death. Stcsven.. 

Futtenhim, in bis A,t of Peift, fpenks of ihe Figmt of Taftta, 
>' inr/'i and lorlfj, for bulii kujn, vimafk Js./fJ, Cor vtaimaui 
iaitu" kc. FAHMts. 

Uw, and hraldtj,\ Thai is, according lo Ihe forms of Uat 

inatdrj. When Ih* ri^ht of property was to be dele i mined by 
eombil, Ihe rulti of iirtlfy were to be iilendtd lo, ai well t| 
IhaTe oi M. Mason. 

i. e. lo be well ratified by Ihe mlej of \i\t, and ihe forma 
prefcribed jxtt /mail',- Tueh » proclamation, kc. MALom. 
■ ' - . — fli, f; Ihe fame co-mart, 

Ani tarriflft «/ Iki *iti(h iiffn'J,] Cumri CgniEel a bargain, 



HAMLET, 



His Tell to Hamlet: Now, fir, young Fortinbm, 

Of unimproved mettle hot and full, 6 

Hath in the fkirti of Norway, here and there, 

Shark' d up a lift of landiels refolutes,' 

For food and diet, to fome enterprize 

That hath, a ftomach in't: 8 which is no other 

(As it doth well appear unto oar flate,) 

But to recover of us, by ftrong hand, 

And terms compalfatory,' thofe forcfaid lands 



■ nd mrrjfnj ej III atlicli, the mum an < entered ic-lo lo confirm tint 
bargain. Hence we fee the common reading [ citt,.=r.l J makei ■ 
laumlnej. WanauS-ios. 



He iiai do t fcrupled fo to mite in Cjnltiir.it 

« As In ■ Romiiii new," kc. 
See Vol. XIX. p. US. STBEVIMS. 

And carriage oj li, «tich defigu'd,] C™ (t , I. im t „t: itftft; 
ii Jormtd, dr«»n uf iiiwtm iW Johnson. 

Cawdrey in hii AlfUiiUul Tailt, 1604, definei the verb tifgt 
thai: "To msrVe out or appoint for any purpofe." See alfo 
Minlbeu'i Dia. 1617. " To dfjSgm or [hew by a token." D,f.g*,d 
ii yet ufed in ibis feufe in Scotland. The old copici hive dljtignt. 
The coneflionwai made b, the editor of the Cecond folio. 

Mai, owe.. 

■ Oj tuiHfmti tec] Full if unimfrevid mtllli, i* full nffpirituor 
regulated or guided by knowledge or espeiicoce. Johnson. 

' Shark'd uf „ lijt kc] I believe, 10 Jkark uf meam to pickup 
without ditlinaion, ai the Jftiri.filh collccb hii prey. The quanoi 
read tolr/i, inftead of IntiUh. Steevsnh. 

• IW talk ■ ftomach iV(.- ] itnuncn, in Ibe time or our author, 
wai ufed for cfn/anct, njotutim, Johnson. 

* And lirtu tompultatory,] Tltui the quarto, 1604. The folio 
Uk fulfil in 1, Siibvihi, 



DigMiad D/Goo^k 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. i« 



So by his father loft: And this, I take it, 

Is the main motive of ocr preparations ; 

The foorce of this our watch ; and the chief head 

Of this poft- hade and romage " in the land. 

[Ber. I think, 3 it be no other, bnt even f o i 
Weil may it fort, 4 that this portentous figare 
Comes armed through our watch ; fo like the king 
That was, and is, the queftion of thefe wars." 



(— ] Tuiuuliuout hurry: JOHKSQI. 
ritlen — tvmmagt. jTf!»IHI. 

] Thefe, and all othtr line* eon«ned wilhf* 
loul (bit play, ire omitted in the folio edition of 



filftq.iartni in 1604 aod l6o5, declare tlji: play in be cnlargti It 
almafi ai murt n«<tint.(» il t*«, aictiditg Is Iht itei and pitjtB tejy. 

ferhaps therefore many of in ibfurdiliet 11 well 11 beauties aroft 
flora tbe quantity added alter it wn fit ft wiitteu. Oor poet might 
bave been more attentive 10 Ihe amplification I h« n Iht coherence 
of his fable. 

The degree of credit due 10 Ihe tille-pagt that flytei the MS.' 
ftom which ihe qugrios 1G04 and iGo5 were primed, Ihe Jrui ani 
firftO I'fy, may slfo be difputable. 1 cannot help fepri tiling ihii 
publication to contain all Shiclpcare rtjiScd, a: well ■■ all he Tup- 
plied. By nflorationt like the former, contending booKtlleil ot 
llleatrei might llivc pained fome temporary advantage over each 
Other, which at Ihi! diflance of lime it 1101 to be undetflood. 7b*. 

ur own. could il have OUL 
; for it mull buy* 
i almoll Etc houri in rcpiefenlalion. If. however. Ill 
th dilated on the ancient ttage, it ii ai iojudiiioufly ci 
00 the modern one. SlEIVBHS. 

7 nay it /Dr/,] The ciufe and elTea ate proportionate a 

- (L nucltidn of liifi artel.] Ttl. [bene or (ubjed. 1 
17 aid Clmpttt* : 

' — Yo« wen tin mni ij «ijr." Muoni, 



HAMLET, 



Hob. A mote it is, e to tremble the mind's eye. 
In the mofi high and palmy flate of Rome,' 
A little ere the mighticft Julius fell. 
The graves Hood tenaudcl's, and the {lieetejl dead 
Did h{iieak and gibber in the Roman ftrects. 

As, flars with trains of fire and dews of blood, 
Dilaflers in the fun; 3 and the nioift flat.i 



1 A mole ii it.] The firfi ejuario readt — a mail. Steevfns. 
A muf* was only the old fptUing of tuti, u 1 fufprrBed in re- 
viling a pafoge in Kixgjikn, Vol. XI. p. 4'*, ». fi, where tve 
certainly Ihould lead mutt. Malone. 

t palmy Jtall of Rent,) talmj, for ffflMisM. TorE. 

1 As, jUri bi'M /raim f/ p' and diws ef i/mxi, 
Difafai in (i< >»,-] Mr. Rowe altered thefe lino, beeaufe 
thty bsve infulKcitnt conneBion wiili the preceding onej, Ibun 
S/arr fhone with trsir.i of fit, dial oj lined fell, 
OiMrrj veil'd li, fun, 

imoirfca text i* fnj-piiedj for an intermediate veife being evidently 
lolt, ii were idle to attempt a union that never wai iutcuded. I 
iiave therefore Ggnilied the fuppofed deficiency by a vacant fpare. 
When SLakfpeare had laid us tbil r(< groi n jf«»d UT.ar.thfi, etc. 



Di/tjtot in Ihtjm; 

For the emendation 1 am rcrporifible. It is nronjlv fuppnrted not 
only by Plutarch - ! account la the life- of Cicfar, [« alio Ihe biishi- 
neli of the Jwmt in daxlmd, the which, all tbil yewe iliiough, mfi 
Very fair, aud Jbiatdxet out") but by vatioui pallaget iu out autboi* 
worts. Sa, iu lif Ximfrjlt 

'.' The noon-tide An." 
Again, in Jtine iCicUrit iC- 

" Ai doth the bluiliing dircontented /im, — 

" When be perctiyci the envioui rloudi are btut 

" Xo din uii glory," " , 
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Upon whofc influence Neptune's empire (lands, 
Was fickalmoft to doomfday witii cclipfc. 




" Bf Tides the li.inas U.ji .ve l.jve heard and teen, 
'* Recounts molt hnviid fi?!:ii feeu Ijv the watch. 
" A liooefi hub whelped in the (Itccii; 
" And graves have vLntn'J and yielded up their dead: 
" Fierce fiery uarriori light upon the clouds, 

• ' In lanti, and fouadrous, and right form of war, 
" Which driiiled blood upon the Capitol: 

" The noife of battle hur.led in the air, 

» Horfeido neigh, and dyiog men did groan; 

The loft words perhaps contained 1 defection of jinj •nhUH 

^°The i5th boot of Ovld'l MfMnrir/ili/ti, ^traofliLcd by-Golding, 
in which in account is given of the prodigies that preceded C.cfar's 
death, furuilhed Shakfpcaic with forae of the images in both ihefe 
piflagei : 

• ' | battels fighting in the. clouds with cradling acmouf' 

flew, 

" And dreadful trumpeti founded in the ayre, and horrieS 
eke blew, 

" As warning men befolihand of Ihe mifchief that dii 



h Ihe flarrei brandes oft feemif 



Vol. XXI It 



iS HAMLET, 

And even' the like preenrfe of fierce events, 5 
As harbingers preceding ftill the fates, 
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And prologue io the omen coming on* — 
Have heaven and earth together demcnflrated 
Unto our ciiuiatures and countrymen — ] 

Re-enUr Ghoft. 

But, foFt; heboid! lo, where it comes attain ! 
I'll crofs it, though it blaft mc — Stay, iUuGori! 
If thou haft any found/ or ufe of voice, 

' ^...prologue it /leomeo carat.* >>*,] But f.cfcjue and •"»» 
«re mereU fynemymoui here. The poet mt-am, thai ihr.fetir.uj,* 
itenmnim prologue, and forerunner, of the* went.' frt/ii'J* 
and fuel) fenfe the (light .Iteration, which I blue vcniutcil lo make, 
by changing fmm iu nin d, very aptly givei. Theobald. 

0«m, WAKBUaTON. 

Hanmcr follow! Theobald. ' -' 

A. diftieh from the lif< of Merlin, by Heywdod. however, will 
*„» that .I.e.. » no .tc.6o.fe, corrrBion: 

.. JI„/,„ vers'd intra,,,- a hidden Ip.lli . , , . , . 

» Hit eauiurlei C«W» did long Wr foretell." PAMci 
Ag.U, io n.P«*F»«if-i 

» Audmuchlfeaf.o.w.aVDir.Dfherbt.ii.e 

•Wa, 1 believe, ii danger. Ski.vim*, 
J, J ,«n lir lilt p.cc.fe e// r rt( «(««, 

hitbioftc-Hfrffrfi^/iff rJ</«r«, . ... 

.rr„J ;,o/o ( Li i. liioiueo retting m,J So, jo ooe of ottr.ulhor « 

* " Bui thou thrilling iitKnga 

» Foul *r<Cio-'ir of the fund, 

<• Augw at the fever-lend," ice. 
Til nn tomiiT/ on it, the approaching drcldfnl ind poltcnlom 
■Vent. So. in King Richard III ; 

" Thy nimc i> omhiu 10 children." 
!. t. [not boding ill fortune, but] difiucttvt to children'. 

" •■ O Pom fret, Pomfret, O, thou bloody prifou, 
" Fatal and sunn.ni to noble ptcn." Maloke. 
* If lion (a^ on, found,) The fprerh of Horatio to the fct&i 
it *ery elegan. and noble, and coitfiiuoiu to the cotumou uadliioa* 
•f the eaufet of appaiitious. Juhmun. 



so HAMLET, 

Speak to me: 

]f there be any good thing to be done, 
That may to thee do eafe, and grace to me, 
Speak to me: 

If thou art privy to thy country's fate, 
Which, happily, foreknowing may avoid, 
O, fpeak! 

Or, if thou haft nphoarded ' in thy life 
Extorted treafure in the womb of earth, 
For which, they fay, you fpirits oft walk in death,' 
[ Cock crows. 

Speak of it : — Hay, and fpeak. — Stop it, Marcellus. 
Mar. Shall 1 flrike at it with my partiiau ? 
Hor. Do, if it willnot ftand.* 
Ber. Tishcre! 
Hon. 'Tis I 
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Mar. 'Tis gone ! [ExiVGhofr. 
We do it wrong, being fo raajeftical, 
To offer it the fliow of violence ; 
For it is, as the air, invulnerable,* 
And our vain blows malicious mockery. 

Rzr. It was about to fpeak, when the cock crew. 

Hon. And then it flatted, like a guilty thing 
Upon a fearful fummons, I have heard, 
The cock, that is the trumpet 10 the morn,' 
Doth with his lofty and flirill-founding throat 
Awake the god of day; and, at bis warning. 
Whether in fea or fire, in earth or air,' 

Tti two next fpeechci-'n. i-r. I—Tu litt .'—may be »Uotte8 



The iwh of rpuLiti b»< fo often bun confounded by the 
EtH publifher. of our author, tin 1 fuggefl thii change with ] c fi 
litfitaiion than 1 (hould t ip reli concerning any conjeflure thai 
could operate to the difidranlage ofhiswotdi or meaning — Had 
the iffignment of tilt old copiti been fucb, would it hive tree, 
thought liable to objeBion » STttVEHS. 

* ft i'j, as the air, invulnerable,] So, io Maiiili ; , 

" As eafy may'll thou ilic lalTir.thunt tir 
" Wiih thy keen fwotd imprefi." 
Again, in KhgjH*! 

" Againftih* iivvtftttili clsuit of heaven M*r.otir. 

* Ttrrofi, lltl it til ttmfHlt lit mtm,] So, the quay to, i6o*. . 
Folio— to therfoy. 

Id £»|f M «"j Ptniifu, Svo. rGoj, I find the two follo»io[ 

(bey ate found : 1 

" And now tit cult. Hi mitring'i bn.fUr, 
" Play'd hiintfup for the day. liar 10 appear." ' 

Mr. Grsy hit imitated our poet r 

•' The isrl'j (brill ((arira, or the echoing horn, 

" Mo more Ibali iou!e them from their lowly bed." 

lllltHI. 

* H'eriirr in jit &c.] Actording t* Ibe paennaatalo ( y of 

C 3 



HAMLET, 
t* and erring fpirit lnes 



tithing with, or earthly fpirili ian s ii.g lire 

8 " And It his warning 

<• Th*[ittivaf>ni and triiiig fpitit bid 



A Chorut in Aadrcini'i drama, calltd Adnmi, written in 1G1I. 
toiiiirii of (pit i is of fire, air, i-attr, and htll, or l.iblirrHtoui, 
brin; [lie exiled in^rli. Choro di Spiriti jgnci, atrei. acqtiaticl, 
td infernal.." Hi. Ih.ft art <hr demon) In winch 5li>tfpear« 
■llvdn. Thrft fpiriu ur r , c fuppcTtd in canlioul the elamtnlf in 
which thty rtrptrjlvclf rrQdt.l ; and when formally invoked of 

Hindi, and earthquakei. For thus favi 7 A? Hpivijh MiLtmti if 
iliifjrs, Sic iToo; Thoft which ait in iht middle region sf 

which [iimciimrs oul of iht ordinal)' operation ol n,i:mc dot moon 
Iht uindtl with greaici fury than tlicy arc iccuFiomcd , and do, out- 
ol fcafnn.congtclt lilt cloudti lairhng il id dm .id CI, liglilcn, hajlc, 
and lo dcHroy vht g'sffe, 

ltid. Of mil fchoole Lhi 

Tlmptfi, T. WakTOH. 

iVmra. o/ jVcuc/rr, in hit intifyiti'ii *J Hi »«m Pitfl. 
forms ill," It, ii a rrceivrd ttaditinii aronng :he vulgar, Ihal 
lime of euifc-ciowin (J, Iht midnight fpiiili for fate theft 
. regions/ and, go in thcti proper platei — Hence ii il, (fiy.h) 
in tounirjr placet, ulierc Iht way ol lilt require! more tally li 
they alwats go circaifuilv io uoic ii thai lime) ulitrcn i 
arc calltd abroad fooncr, they imagine' "cry thing they I 
wandering gholl." And he quoiei on ihii oicaOou, ai al 
picdtreffjri had done, the wdl-kifohn IIdci from t'le tiflb) 

it an old one by Htywood, Tut piin tiin/vM, the kymt 
t wcls, which Shitrpeiit .neuiioni prefently, wtre ufualiy c 
from the elder Cliiiilian poeit, Fahku. 
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To his confine: and of the truth herein 
This prefent objea made probation. ( 
MAR. It faded on the crowing of the cock. 
Some fay, that ever'gainft that foafon comes 
Wherein, our Saviour's birth is celebrated, 
This bird of dawning fingeth all nightlong: ( 
And then, they fay, no fpirit dares fUr abroad ; 
The nights are wholefomc ; theo no planets flrike, 
No fairy takes, 7 nor witch bath power to charm, 
So hallo w'd and fo gracious is the time. 

' Tit n(r**««t— ] i. e- got oul of bis boundi. 

So, in NlUdy and SaniM], i5o8 : " ibty look me op for 



• /.' j a d,i t- lit if Id Mcl.] Thii i| 

fupcTlUiion. PbilnlliaLoi giving an account of il 



■ monofyllable;/pW;i. The quarlu, 
Pcih.p. SblkrpClt. wioie- no /fi.ri. 



d tbt caul*- 



II AMLE T, 



Hoe. So have I heard, antl do in part belicveit. 
But, look, the morn, in rufTet mantle clad, 
Walks o'er die dew of yon high eaflern hill : * 
Break we onr watch np ; and, by my advice, 
Let us impart what wc have feen to-night 
Unto young Hamlet; for, upon my life. 
This fpirit, dumb to us, will ("peak to him : 
Do you confent we fhall acquaint him with it, 
As needful in our loves, fitting our duty ? 

Mar. Let's do't, 1 piay ; and I this morning 
know 

■\Vhere wc fhall find him mod convenient. 

[Exeunt. 

1 JU.lfjl (afltrn litfi] The old quarto hai il better ufitfiri, 
Wasouiton. 

The fupctioilty of the ljilcr of Ihtre readlngi is not, 10 hi It 
Itaty, way apparent. 1 End (he former uftd in Lingua, kc, 1G07 % 

" and overclimbs 

" Yonotr gilt ««/!(«. hilli." 
Again, in Brownc'i Brilvmial Ptfintlt, Book IV. Sat. i». p. j5, 

" And ere ilie funne had clymb'd the ttfttnt kill." 
Icjtitn and mjluari, alike figuil> rnurd Hi is/. 
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scene n. 



The Jame. A Room of State in the Jame. 

Enter the King, Queen, Hamlet, Polonius, La- 
ertes, Voltimand, Cornelius, Lords, and 
Attendants. 

King. Though yet of Hamlet out dear brother • 
death 

The memory be green ; and that it us befitted * 
To bear our hearts in grief, and our whole kingdom 
To be contracted in one brow of woe ; 
Yet fo far hath diferetion fooght with nature, 
That we with wifeft forrow think on him, 
Together with remembrance of ourfelves. 
Therefore our fometime filter, now our queen, 
"The imperial jointrefs of this warlike (late, 
Have we, as 'twere, with a defeated joy,— 
With one aufpkious, and one dropping eye ; * 

'■ ati ihatHiU l-i'.'.:.'. — ] Perbapi our author tlltptkilTf 

ni ur llfillii—. 

i. e. and tint it befitted m. 5teiveh«. 

' Witk one aafpicitm, an* one irtpping rjr:\ Tiiui the foil*. 
The quarto, with foraewhat lefi of quainincfi: 

With an an/I itiaui, as J i i"pping tji. 
The fame thought, however, octuri io Jhi Vfintir'i Till t " Sh* . 
had ft ejt declined Tni the loft of tur hufbjnd ; t'tthtr elevated 
Ibat the made waj fulfilled." 



,6 HAMLET, 

With mirth in funeral, and rvith dirge in marriage, 
In equal Tcale weighing delight and dole, — 
Taken to wife: nor have we herein barr'd 
Your better wifdoms, which have freely gone 
With this affair along: — For all, our thanks. 

Nowfollows, thatyouknow, youitjiForiinbras,— 
Holding a weak fuppofal of our worth ; 
Or thinking, by our late dear brother's death. 
Our flate to be disjoint and out of frame, 
Collcagned with this dream of his advantage, 3 
He hath not fail'd 10 pefler us with meflage, 
Importing the fui render of ihofe lands 
Loft by his father, with all bands of law. 
To oar raou valiant brother. — So much for htm. 
Now for ourfelf. and for (his time of meeting. 
Thus much the bufmefs is : We have here writ 
To Norway, uncle of young Fortinbras, — 
Who, impotent and bed-rid, fcarcely hears 
Of this his nephew's purpofe. — to fupprefs 
His further gait herein in that the levies, 

•> Duffing of the eyei" vat a tethnital eiprcflion in pur author* - 
time. — " If the fpring be wet with much fouth wind, — the next 
lumroer will happen iguci and bl.i.ncf., Aafjiingef Ik, <J«. and 
pains of ihe bowils." Hopton's Comix Janet I'jyj-s, Syo. iGiC. 

Again, in Monuigucs tjua, i6o3 : liicy never U w iav 

man Ihere — with eytl drsffn.g, or trooted and Hooping Ihrou;:!! 

Ej Collcagued wili Ikls i.um of tii .Jt.K^i,] The meaning 



Mr. Theobald, in hi> Slilfiuu Rijtfti. pmpoftd .to read - 
legurd, but in liii ediiion veiy propeilj- adhcied iu Ihc ancient 
pica. Ma mm, 

If» rfn™ if Hi ttvnlap (as Mr. M. Mafon obfeivei] m«oj 
ly " (his imaginnv advantage, wlm], tiulirat huptd to derive 
m ihe unfcltlcd Hue of the kingdom." Sthsvam. 

' , to fitfr.fi 

Hii Jtrliir gait Utta,] Call or geit h here ukd in the 
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The lifts, and fall proportions, are all made 
Out of his fnbjecl: — and we here defpatcli 
You. good Cornelius, and you, VuUimand, 
Tor bearers of tliis greeting to old Norway; 
Giving. 10 you no lm thcr perfooal power 
To bulinefs with the king, more than the fcope 6 
Of thti'e dilated articles 6 allow. 
Farewell ; and let your hafte commend your dnty. 
Con. Vol. In that, and all things, will we Alow 
out duty. 

King. We doubt it nothing; heartily farewell. 

[ExtUHt VoLTIMAND and COKNELIUS. 

And now, I.acrtes, what's the news with you ? 
You told us of Tome fuit; Whatis't, Laertes? 
You cannot 1'peak of realon to the Dane, 
And lol'e your voice:- What would'It thon beg, 
Laertes, 

That fliall not be my offer, not thy afking? 
The head is not more native to the ,heart, 
The hand mote infliumental to the' mouth, 

norilitrn fenfe, for froaiJInf, t'jf-v; fro-n ihc A. S. Tub 

A pU far 1 pub, pillage, or Bieei, » il.ll correal iu the norrh. 

* men i\a„ tUf-ufi—] Mort ii cn-nnmed ta llie genual 

• ciign oflhcfe articles, nliicti )ou may eiplaiu in a more d.B'ufs 
and dilaied ihle. JorlKiOrl. 

* Urfi dilared ntitlu kc] i. t. ihe artielci when dilated. 

MU'OMVH. 

The pact Oiould hive wiiuen allmi. Many writflr. fall into 
thii error, when a plural noun immediately p'c tedtt the verb; ai 
I have had occafi'>n 10 observe in i nole on a controverted pjffjgc 
in Iwr'i LmIou.'j UJi. So, In Jutw Cafari 

" The f«//vnof your Uemi a'r jei unknown.'" 

Apin, in Cmbilit, .- :n d ( ht affrtUHtt of iit/i an 

Wonderfully to cilei.d him." MALOM. 

Surely, all furti defed- in our anihor, were mere!)- tlie errott of 
•Jllttcnw innfciiberi or printer.. Si:tVEti5. 



aS HAMLET, 

Than is the throne of Denmark to thy Father/ 
What would'ft thoa have, Laertes? 

Lair. My dread lord. 

Your leave and favour to return to France ; 
From whence though willingly I came to Den- 
mark, 

To fliow my duty in your coronation ; 
Yet now, I muaconfefs, that duty done. 
My thoughts and wiflics bend again tou-ard France, 
And bow them to your gracious leave and pardon. 
King. Have you your father's leave ? What fayi 
Polonius? 

Pol. He hath, my lord, [wrung from me my flow 

By labonrfome petition ; and, at lafl, 
Upon his will I fcal'd my hard confent : ] 
I do befeech you, give him leave to go. 

King. Take thy fair hour. Laertes; time be thine, 
And thy bc£l graces : fpend it at tfiywill.* — 

' n't head Iiml mt,Tt™t : .t>ihtli hart. 
Hi fluid P\oie infliu'stHal to tit ami. 

Tin it Uilitm tfDnmvfU Iky f*Htr.] Tin [tufe feemi 
to be this : The lieid ii am formed [o b= more uftful to lilt heart, 
Ihe hand is not more a! the fervitc of the month, linn mp power 
ii at »our faiher'iferticc. That it, he mjy command mi to Ihe 
ulraoll, ha miy do wLit he ple>(t1 with aiy fctngljr authority. 

Dy nafitri Ii lie kittt Dr, Jnhnfan 'iiuderflmdi, "natural aad 
tanscniat to it, born with it. and ro.opf nlicij with It." 

Formerly the heart wii fuppofe.l the frit of wifdom : and hence 
the potL fpeakt of the clofe connexion between the heart and bead. 




rflafter Of," THeuaM.9. 
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Jim now, my coufin Hamlet, and ray fon, 

Ham. A litilc more than kin, and lcfs than Kind.' 

So, in King Hair, mi: 

" aod bear the inventory 

>■■ Of jour itfl gram in your mind. Shivins. 
t lather think ibii line ii ia wan! of emendation. I read : 



priety, to [be lilies of rvaJTit and Jen, which the king had given 

la All line, with which Sbikfpem Introduce-, Hmtti, Dr. 
fohoton bar petbaps pointed out a nicer diitmaion than it (an 
jurHybooft of. To etiaWifh lb. fruit contended for. it fbould 
have been proved till! H»d wli ever nferi by any Enrjiih wHtec 
for ikild. A littUmm it an li", ii a little mere it.au a iDmoM re- 
lation. Tiie ting w» certainly [omelhing i/« ii,,, by having 
betrayed the mother of Hamlet into an indecent anrt intetljout 

by unfuftiEabte. In ibe fifth ad, tb/ptinc. iccufei hli untU of 
having ^t>W< in lilttdn lir tlitiian and Hi kofn, which obvialea 
D. Warburton't objection to the old reading, via. that " the king 
bad given no oicafion for fuch a rcfledion." 

A jingle of tbe lame fort ii found in Mi/icr Bsmhii, 1594, and 
fee a 1 to have bteo proverbial, ail have met with it more than 

or.ee : " the neuter ve are in blood, tbe further we mutt be 

from love, the greater the tinint ii, tbe Ufa tbe iinixiji omit 

\>, a , in G«U{«, a tragedv, 1J61. 

« In kinde . father, but not IM.ljx.f,." 
M kind, however, Egnifier naturt, Hamlet may mean that I ii 
relalionfhip wai become an mnotmiii one, ai it wai pattly lounded 
■ pan inc. It. Our author's Jvlioi Cejau Antix, "* Clilfhrn, 
Ki,g RUktiTd II. and Tilej AndrsnUiu. exhibit inltaocei of tixi 
being uied for no/Hi*; and to loo in ihii play of Htmttl, Aa II. 
fe. tb.l.fl, 

Retnorfelefi, treacneroul, Ircheroui, Ihlhfi villain." 
Dr. Farmer, however, obrervrs that it*, it Bill ufed for tnft 

Hanilet deci oil, I lb ink, KM to fay, ai Mr. Siesvoai Cupp.fci, 



So 



HAMLET, 



King. How is it that the clonds flill hang on 

you ? 

Ham, Notfo, my lord, I am too much t' the fun. 1 ' 
Queen. Good Hamlet, ca£l thy nigliicd colour 
off, 

And let thine eye look like a friend on Denmark. 
Do not, for ever, with thy vailed lids* 
Seek for thy noble father in the dnfl : 
Thou know'ft, 'tis common : all, that live, mult 
die. s 

Faffing through nature to eternity. 
Ham. Ay, madam, it is common. 

that lit mdt U a little mote ih an kin, kc. The Kijig hid called 
the pnucc— " My iduEd Hjtmtti, and ray fon."-Hii leplv, 

Ihy {Upton j J and (bmewbat lefs tlian kind wince, (for l' hate the,. 

with my motherj. Or, if we unaerflaod ki*J in'i's anci'ci™ "lafc, 
then (he meaning will he,—/ am mjn lian ihy «Wa«, /jr I m 
thj fiip.fw being tucb, 1 on mar (a fi„ u 0 „ ,i, „„;„,,,* 
'/•f""f, and ibercfore no! emitled it. the appellation of/aa, which 
you have now given me. UAtOHl, 

s lac much i'lht fun.] He prrbapt alludes to ilie proverb, 

" Out of heaven's blcfling ioto the aitm tun " '-' - 



'■'i*/"«n.J Meaning probably hi, bcltit; feni 
Steevins, J 
whether a quibble between /*■ a 



With tower 



So, in Tie NVtcImI vfFmta 

Fiili*( btt high-top lower tlnu her ribi." 
See Vol. XKI. p. rj. n. 4 . MALONt. 

• Ticu Hc-x-fl.Uh ctmmn; all, lint tint, tinjl d!t,\ Perhapa 
the femicoloTi placed in this line, is imp.oper. The fenfe, cllipiicitlv 
eip-effed, li — Thou knoweft it is common th.l ill ih.it live, mud 
die.-The Sift lUt is omitted for the f,k e of mt.ta, a practtt* 
• Lea followed by iaakfpcue, SXIETIMI. 



L, 
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Queen. If it be. 

Why feeras it fo particular with thee ? 

Ham. Seems, madam! nay, it is ; I know not 
feems. 

'Tis not alone my inky cloak, good mother, 
Nor cuftomary fuits of fbiemn black. 
Nor windy fufpiration of fore' d breath. 
No, nor the fruitful river in the eye, 
Nor the dejected haviour of the vifage. 
Together with all forms, modes, fliows of grief," 
That can denote me irtily: Tliefe indeed, feein. 
For ihey are anions that a man might play: 
But I hav.e that within, winch paftetb fhow; 
Thefe, but the trappings and the fuits of woe.' 
King. T is fweet and commendable in your na- 
ture. Hamlet, 
To give thefe mourning duties to your father: 
But, yon mud know, yt>ur father loft a father ; 
That father loft, loft his;' and the furvivor bound 



— n 10 «. s( / r ,v.] 

—I fuppoFe for Jl.cpll 



Tit/t ial ti, trapping! and Ik, Juils sj an,.] So, Id Kiig 
Bilitrill: 

" my grief !i<i iHwiihin; 

" And Ihcfe external enanncrt of lament 
*■ Art mtrely thadowt io the uo[t*n grief 

That fwelli «Ua fileoce io Ibe l0 riiu'd foul.- 
i Maioni, 

• jto, [atkir hjl . Jalki, , 

Till fatkn Itfl, Itjl hii ;J Ml. Pope juditioufj)' correaed tbi 

jaurj.tk,, Ufiafatkit; 

Tiit/nlir, khi 1. ' , 

Oo wbicb the edilor Mr. Theobald Ifcui defcami Tiii Jufttftd 
rtfumnt i, /-on, Mr. Pip,, hit all tit idilm* dfi, that I **M mil 
will, ,U and mid,,*, „ a d, 

Tlat Juki, UJI, lofl ill ; 

It, ri'tfltulin *J aiiit wtii kti, jinn » nurgp anil n 



l i HAMLZ T, 

In filial obligation, for forae term 

To do obfequious fotrow : But to perfever , 

In obftinate condolement," is a courfe 

Ofirapions flubbornnefs ; 'tis unmanly grief: 

It (hows a will mofl incorreft 3 to heaven ; 

A heart unfortified, or mind impatient ; 

An nnderitanding firaple and unfchool'd: 

For what, we know, mult be, and is as commoi 

As any the raoft vulgar thing to fenfc, 

Why lliould we, inourpeevifh oppoCtion, 

Take it to heart? Fie! 'Usa'faultto heaven, 

A fault againfl the dead, a fault to nature, 

lllga*U, WHICH II MUCH MMEK TO II C0KCI1VBD THAN IX. 

AIMED IN TE8IJ1. 1 liclitYe fo : far whin t'plainti in ffrflu it 
tonics 10 thh i_ Thai faihci afiti lie Lad loft iiimfelf, loft bil 
lather. Eul [he reading it i« fat eidhii, and ibal ii enough. 



of Ibe pafTage it oo man ihan tbii,— Year ftllit 
. your (tiBUfaiLcr, which hjl paiutfttlir, alfo loft 



ire Vol. XV. p. «65, n. 9. HUOM, 

' In stjtinali condolemeni,] Ce adytum/, for fotroa 

■V 

WAtBUBTOM. 

JlDrriS doei nol m(an nn/uloffj, II Wathuiioii explain! h t but 
ill-tigilalti, not JujjUitnttj JuirnU. M, Masus. 

Mot fufficiemly icgiitaled by 1 fenfc of duty and fuhmllEon t« 
the difpcnfaliom of providence. MAUJUi. 
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To rcafon moft abfurd;* whofe common theme 
Is death of fathers, and who fi.il 1 hath cry'd, 
From the firfl carle, till he that died to-day, 
This mujl be Jo. We pray you, throw to earth 
This unprevailing woe; and think of us 
As of a father: for let the world take note. 
Yon are the mod immediate to our throne ; 
And, with no lefs nobility of love, 3 
Than that which deareil father bears his Ton, 
Do 1 impart toward you, * For yonr intent 



' * fsreafon nsjt' aiftri i ] Bta/rni Is here ufed in its eomtnort 
fenfc, for the Jaiflt) by which we form continuous from arguments. 

JoHBSOH. 

* Aid, vitkntltfi nobility p/ to',] HahMtj, for m { «M, 

WAKSUITOHi 

ffolililj is rather jtrtircjifr. Johsson. 
tir.a^ou of love. MALOhE. ' lnen " * nd dlt * 

So, afterwards, the Gh oft, defetihing his alfeaion for the Queen s 

* Do 1 impel l-irerd jeu. ] I believe iiafarf is, imparl Kjfrlh 
ijur.;,:,,,:, whatever 1 cau beftow, Johnsoh. 

The crown of Denmark v» eleaive. So, in Sir Clyem* Kni^l 
t>j llii GeUn 'Skidd, %\c. tS 9 g: 

" And mc j-.o.r.rr, (.>. r,,rmfed wife, who in eliSitn am 
'■ To have the mm tj Danarl liete, ■> heir unto theCiDji." 
Tile king means, that al Hamlet ftantii the faireft chance to be neit 
eltclcd, he will llrive with a> much love to enfurc the crown to 
him, ai a father would ihow in the continuance of heirdom to a 
fon. STEEVCNl. 

I agree will. Mr. Steeveni, that the iro*n of Denmark [« in 
moll of the Gotl.itk kinEtlnmt] was elective, and not hereditary, 
though it might be cu (to miry, in eledinnt, to pay lone attention 
to the royal blond, which by degrees produced hereditary (uc- 
cefiion. Why then do the rcll of the commemaion fo often treat 
Claudius as an u/u'frr. who had deprived young Hamlet of hii 
rigU by kiUJkip to his father's crown? Hamlet calls him drunkard, 
murderer, and villain; one who bad cairied the election by lot* 
and mean practices; had 

is Popp'J In between ttie eleflion and ay hopes— " 

Vol. XXII. D 



3i HAMLET, 

In going back to fcbool in Wittenberg/ 
It is moll retrograde to our defire : 
And, we befeech you, bend yon to remain * 
Here, in the chetraud comfort of our eye, 
Our chiefefl courtier, confin, and our fon. 

Queen. Let not thy mother lofe her prayers, 
Hamlet; 

I pray thee, flay with us, go not to Wittenberg. 

Ham. 1 fhall in all my beft obey you, madam. 

King. Why, 'tis a loving and a fair reply; 
Be - as onrfelf in Denmark. — Madam, come; 
This gentle and unforc'd accord of Hamlet 
bad 

From a ihelf the pretioui diadem Sole, 

hut never hints at hij being an ujiirftr. Hii diftontent atole from 
bi> uncle • being preferred before him, not from any legal right 
wbiih he pretended io fet up to tbi crown. Some regard waa 
probably had 10 ttie recommendation of the preceding prince, in 
et.aing the foeccvTor. And therefore young Hamlet hid " the. 
voice of the king bimfelf for hi. fucceilion in Denmark f and he 
it hii own death prophecies that " the eledion would light on 
Porlinbm, who bad hii dying voice," conceiving that by the 
death ol his uncle, he himfclf had been king for an ioSlDt, and 
Lad therefore a right lo recommend. When, in the fourth a3, the: 
rabble wilhed to choofe Laertes king, I underRand that antinuiiy- 
was forgot, and cultom violated, by eleSing a new king in the 
lile-lime of the old one, and perhaps alto by the tailing in a 
llraoger to the royal blood. Blachstome. 

7 Wi<n*i„ g ,] in Shakrpeare-i lime there 

an univtr&ly »t Wittenberg, to which he has made Hamlet propofe 



Our author may have derived his knowledge of this famoui 
uniYcrlily from Tit Lift a/ lack, Ifi'Hn, i5g4, or Tic Hi/Is,, ,f 
Brit* Fiufi*,, of whom theJ>,:W , e p irl (printed io thefameyear) 
» faid to be " written by nn Englilh gentleman, fiudnt in Witln- 
tr'S, an Umvrfily of Germany in Saxouy." Ritsob. 

' jsuli rtnafi — ] i. c. fubduc your inclination to 

go from lieucc, and remain, lie. STEEV£ns. 
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Sits fmilingto my heart:' in grace whereof, , 
No jocund health, 3 that Denmark drinks lo-day, 
But the great, cannon to the clouds (hall tell; 
And the king's roufe 1 the heaven lhall bruit again, 
Re-fpeaking earthly thunder. Come away. 

[ Exeunt King, Queen, Lords, isc. Polonius; 
and Laertes. 
Ham. O, thattliis coo too folid fledi would melt, 
Thaw, and refolvc itfelf into a dew ! 3 
Or that the Evcrlafling had not fix'd 
His canon 'gainft felf-llaughter ! * O God! O God! 



Sil, fmilht to mi lta<l: ) SareLv it fhoulu be— 

Sin fmli*fu: mj tifl.l. IUTSos.- 
Tt my hurt, 1 believe, fi E uiDcs— ami In, elifi, m 

* if> jicuad The king'i intemperance ii very ttrongty 

inipr- (leu i eve<y thing that happen, to him give, him occifion to 
drink. Johnson. 

■ /I, U„ e ;. roa [ c — ] i. e. the king-, d.augl.t of jollity. 

See Olhllt, Ail II. ft. iii. Stklvens. 

Soi in Mulawc-j Troup". o/ HiJIcii nj D.&ir Fao/iuii 

*' He losti hi- rnufi win. liogpei of «^n n py/i wine." (Uvsow, 

■ r.folve . ■«■.■/; m«. nl faue » 

d^iier. Ben Joutoo ufei the word m liii J-c/fcnr, and in the fame 
fenfe : , 

«• Fotth the rtfthti comer, of bis ejrei. ' 
Aeaio, in Tic Co«*(r, Gill,, 1647' 

ay Cwoln grief, t/^W in theCe lean." Stefvebi. 

Hi, canon >i»J'y''/->K*'"-'l Tbe generality of the trli. 
Hon 1 read (anion, ai if Hie pot.i thought weft, — Or War fi* 
^lidijfly W ne( /(*l/ti Ail -ir tiller y, sr Midi 0/ vengeance, tfamfi 
Mhrnxrin. But the wnrd which I reftortd ( .ud which wat 
.Ipoufed by the accurate Mr. Hughe., who gave an edition of .hi. 
/av) ii the one reading, i.e. <W 

Tht(e are yet thole who fuppofe ibcold reading ta be the true 



36 HAMLET, 

How weary, flale, flat, and unprofitable 
Seem to mc all the uies of this world ! 
Fie ont! O fie! 'tis an unweeded garden. 
That grows to feed; things rank, and grofs in na« 
tnre, 

PoUefs it merely.* That it flionld come to this! 
Bei two months dead! — nay, not fo much, not 

So excellent a king; that was, to this, 
Hyperion to a fatyr: 6 fo loving to my mother, 

one, 11 they hy the word jf*nf Items to decide very ilrongly in it! 
favour. I would advifc loch lo lecolleS Virgil's expreffioo ; 

" jixit Itgei pcetio, alque rcfiiU." Steeveni. 

IF the true reading wanted any fuppott, it might he found in 
Cjmiilini i 

*' There ii a peiililin fo divine. 
That tiavcm my west hand. 1 " 
lo Suakfpeart'i time ranen (nemo) wit commonly fpelt cannon. 

' atrilf. ) ii Mini,, atjil<iltly. See Vol. IV. p. 9, o, 5 [ 

and Vol. XVII, p. 333, n. 6. Steeveni. 

D Sc tiitllcnl a ting ; lltt mm, to till, 
Hyperion 10 o/aijr.-] Tliii Cmilitutle at SrH fight feetni (a 
be a little fjt-fttclitd ; but it has an exquiGte beauty. By the 
Sety in meant Pan, ai by Hjfititn, Apella. fun lod Apilio wera 
brothtn, and the attuGon ii to the cooteolion between thofe god> 
for the prcftreore io rouDck. WabBUBTON. 

All ourEnglilh poet! ate guilty of the fame falfe quantity, and 
till Hyperion Hyperion ; at lepft the ooly inBante I have met uilh 
10 the contrary, It in the old play of Fumui Xrtu, i633 ; 

« ShaVcouc" taiSE." 11 ™ HyP """ Xl Soa 
Shitrpeare, I believe, ha, no alluGon io the prefent innanee, 
except to the beauty of Apollo, a na it, immediate oppofile, ,1„ 
deformity of a Satyr. STeEvtM. 

Hyperion or Apollo is represented in all the antieot ilatues, kc. 
ai eiquiDtely beautiful, the fa.yri bideoully u S ly. — Shalfptare 
may iurely be pardoned fnr not attending to the qunliif nf Latin 
•time,, here and in CjntiHu) when we End Henry Parrot, lit* 
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That he might not beteem the winds of heaven' 
Vifit her face too roughly. Heaven and earth ! 

anthor of . colltSo* of epigram, printed in 1S1S, to which ■ 

Xdtin picket i> prefixed, writing thu>: 

" Pajjiimii, hoi the ! alt pf many more, 

" Alks why I wri.e in foch an idle vaine," kc. 

Ls-uii ridiivtof, irStrwfH fir Woodcock, iGmo. Hgn. c. J. 

7 rifli f( might not beteem til •"'«<' o/ itvmtt—] In former 

Tial it permitted not fir miWi f>/ i""U»B — 
This i> a fophiltkated leading, copied from the players in fomt of 
the modem editions, for want of underftandiug the poet, whofe 
teat it corrupt in the old impreiEons i ill of which thai I hive had 
the fortune to fee, concur in reading: 

Ji during to mv mellM, 

TitHi might *'t bete.ne Hi wiidi of Star™ 

Bii«»< a coemption without doubt, hut not fo inveterate a 
one hut that, by the change of i Tingle letter, and the feparation 
of two words tniftafcenly jumbled together, I am verily perfuaded, 
I have letrieved tbe poet's reading- 
rial it migif no/ let e'en (At wiudi cj heaonkc. ^ 

Theobfolete and corrupted verb— Ulttot, - (in the firit folio) 
which fhould be written ( as in all the quarto, ) M«nu, was chanted, 
as ahove, by Mr, Theobald; and with the aptitude of bu conjecture 
fucceeding criticts appear to have been falisfird. 

Bilimi, however, occurs in the tenth boot of Arthur soloing t 
verticil °f C«id; M.twpiojii, 4to. i5S 7i and, from the cor- 
refpnnding Latin, nruft necclTiiily Eguif/, to '"Pi 

F ' __Y=t could he not btltmi 

" The fhape of anic other bird than eglc for to feemr. 

Sign. P.. i, b. 

i. nnlli tamen alite verti 

" Digtotur, nifi qua poffi. fua fulruioa ferre." V. r5,. 
Inniter [ though acinus : or .he p.-ldi.on of Ganymede wo.ild 
13 %i a meaner form, M JkJfe ch^e i-to » bullet 

(hape, than that of «..e auguft and vigorous fo-1 .who bears the 

tb The t ^«iarnce PO a J n n d C f; f;n i n ration of the verb Wj» 

ft btilhed it follows that t'ic atteoiion of Hamlets lather to 
hi. queen 'was eodly fucts a. ii dcfciibed io the Eu.e.lude of lb« 

D 3 



3$ 



H A M L E T, 



MuR I remember ? why, She would bang on hirn. 
As if increafe of appetite hat! grown 
lij- what it fed oil : And yet. within a month, — 
Let me not think on'i j-r-Fraihy, iby name is wor 
man !— 

A little month ; or ere thofe fhoes were old, 

V. itli which Qie followed my pooi fatiier's body, 

like ISiobe, all tears; 8 — why (he, even flie, — 

0 heaven! a beaft, that wants difcouri'e of reafon, 
Would have mourn' d (onger, — marry'd with my 

My father's brother; but no more like my father, 

1 ban I to Hercules: Within a month; 

UU „i R,f.»ltmc, „j M.,i, Nfitlmu, it. by Lewii Wager, 

410. 1567 ! 

flue evermore they were unto mr very tinder, " 
Jh,y weald nil fvgn lit wjbJi it, nr 10 Havl." 

I have therefore replaced the autitut icjdipe, without tbe 
flizlitcrt heniilion. in the mi. 

Xhii noie wis infci.cd by « in the Gnflmni Mag,z,\,, fome 
years before Mr. Malont's edition of our author (in which the 
time j-pltificau'on of the old Hading— Uiimi, occun, ) bid made 
in appearance. SrrrvFhs, 

lliii pafijge ought 10 be a perpemal memento to all future edi. 
lon and commentaion if proceed with thi utmofl caution iia 
emendation, and urvtr to difrard a i»ord from (he ten, merelr 
ber,„r> !• it no,' ■!., h, gua gt of ,he pr,f tn , n ,y, 7 

Mr Hughes or Mr. Howe fu|ipoG"C the leil to be unintelli- 
giblE, fut Men baldly fubnituled p„mi!t,d. M. Thro bald in 
order (o favour ],!, ., , n eme uJaJtan. tlai.d untruly that M the old 
eopir.1 which l,< i-ji fern, r,a.l Li-re. Hi, emendation appear- 



"Je.l.-.u. I, , air 11, ravi(h firr rbafte tonki" Mliow. 

£.!f..\ t . d! .'-■■■,-] Sb.kTpe'ari might have taught t)ii. idea 
*ojLsTe- D " t ' ltl '* ill ' > ' nmU ' 1 rk 'l'><*t «"< iJLmtn 11 hutntwiig 

" Now t, lilte werpinE Wh, 

» Maj- with « a.,d.. in ieaiet." &c. 
Of tliii ballad iBUiU'in inn fee. is Cat bututn. Steevsni. 
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Ere yet the Tali of mod unrighteous' tears 

Had left the Unfiling in her galled eyes, 

She marry'd :— O mo ft wicked fpeed, to poft 

With fuch dexterity to inceftuous (heets ! 

It is not, nor it cannot come to, good ; 

But break, my heart ; for 1 mult hotd my tongue ! 

Enter Horatio, Bernardo, and Marcellus. 

Hor, Hail to yonr lordfhip ! 
■ Ham. Iam glad to fee you well: 

Horatio, — or I do forget myfelf. 

Hor. The fame, my lord, and your poor fervant 
ever. 

Ham. Sir, my good friend; I'll change thatname* 
with you. 

And what make you 1 from Wittenberg, Horatio? — 
Marceilus ?• 

Mar. My good lord, 

Ham. I am very glad to fee you; good even, fir. 3 — 
But what, in faith, make you from Wittenberg? 

• I'll cimgt tUt name — ] I'll b* your fnvint, you fliill 

be my friend. Johnsoh. 

• uiitaf mail ;ou — ] A familiar phrare for vial trt job 

•Mkf. Johnson. 

See Vol. VIII. p. ijS, n. 5. Stiivehs. 

1 gesd even, fir. ] So tlie coplcj. Sir Thomai Hanmer 

and Dr. Warburlou put it— good moraine* 1 lie aheration ii of no 
iinporlante, but all licence is dangerous. There is no need of any 
change. Between the firft and cigliili fttue of Ll.il aS it ii apparent, 
that a natural day mull pats, and how niuoh of il it already over, 
there i> nothiog that can dete.mine. The king hai held a council. 

The" cnangr: made by Sir T. Haumer might be jun.Eed by whal 
Marcellus faid of Hamlet at the toncUfiun uf fcene i: 

i. and I [hit noraiaj know 

When we ftull find tiim moft convenient." Sr£iVEHf. 

i> 4 



4o 



HAMLET, 



Hoa. A truant difpofition, good my lord. 

Ham. I would not hear your enemy fay fo; 
Nor fliall yoo do mine car that violence, 
To make it trufler of your own report 
Againtl yotuftlf: I know, you are no truant. 
But what is your affair in tlfmore? 
We'll" teach yon to drink deep, ere yon depart. 

Hor. My lord, \ came to fee your father's funeral, 

Ham. I pray thee, do not mock me, fcllow- 
fludent; 

I think, it was to fee my mother's wedding, 
Hon. Indeed, my lord, it follow'd hard upon. 
Ham. Thrift, thrift, Horatio ! the funeral bak'd 

Did coldly furnifh forth the marriage iablcs. 
'Would 1 had met my deareft foe in heaven 5 

> ii, /«,„! Ui-i mut, - } it W „ , n ci«tl 7 the gweut 

curtain lo S ive a t old entertainment In iDourmn at a funeral, to 
dillam counlici ihii pildits il cominncd among Hit yeomanry. See 
Tii Tragijuc Hip-it of Hi Fain Vahn* of Lttdam, togS: " Hi» 
eoipts wai uilh funeiall porape convey cil lo the church, and there 
foilcmnly enlerrcd, uolliiog omitted which neccfBilc ot cuuorn 
could clalioo; a ferraon, a )«{«!, and like oblcrvalionj." Again, 
jn llic old romance of Syr Digori, bl. 1. no dale i 
" A great jufil would ho bolde 
" Upon hit qnenrs mornyi.f.e day, 
» Thai wai buryed in an abbay." Collins. 
See alfo Hayward'i Lif, and Raignt of Kitg Hnrit Hi FsarH, 
4to. 1 599, p- "Si: " Then lice | Kiug Richard II. ] »il conveyed 



« .dearcll Jot in ktoctn — ] Dtaitjt for iitifi, mofl dreadful, 

moll u:ingtrous. JoHnsDH. 

Drarfjf ii a«j) iumiJiilt, tn/ioutttUi. mUrUU. So, in Jfrmro 
Vuijutitl : 

'• — a ringihatl muflufe 
'■ lu Jfar tinploymcnt." 




- ' — — 1~ digitized B/Goflglc. 
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Or ever 6 I had feen that day, Horatio! — 
My father, — Methinks, I fee my father. 

Hon. Where, 
My lord? 
•Ham. In my mind's eye,' Horatio- 

Hon. 1 faw him once, he was a goodly king. 

Ham. He was a man, take him for all in all, 
1 Qiall not look upon his like again.' 

Hor. My lord, 1 think I faw him yefternight. 

Ham. Saw ! who ? 

Hor. My lord, the king your father. 



Again, in Beaumont and Fletcher 1 ! Haiti in Ht Mill: 
•' You meet your dtartjl enemy iu love, 
" With all bit hate about biroV' Stelveks. 
Sec Vol. XVII. p. 191, a. j. MALOHE. 

11 Ot ictr — ] Tliua the quarto, 1604. The folia readi — irr ever. 
Thii is not ill c only iuft.ince in which a fimiliav phrateolo gy bit 
been Cibftilutcd for one more ancient, in Ibat valuable copy. 

Mai.org. 

' In ay nini'i rj<,] Thii exprelEon occiiii again in o« auibor'» 

Ben jonlon ha< borrowed it in iiii Mslquc called Litis Tilumfi 
lkre*(i CalUfelUi 

" As only by (J; uind'i rji may be feen." 
Telemachus lameniing the abfence oflllyiTei, ii reprefented in lite 

'OflvifMWf BUTtf' irfoif tri rffieV. Oijff. L. [. n5i 

Stebvekj, 

This eiprefTmn orturi again in our author's uSth Sonnet: 
" Since I left you, mine ijr ii in nj mini." MVkLOSE. 

' I Jlinll Jirl hri upn kii Iiii ojai'it, | Mr. Holi prnpofei 10 read 
from >n emendation ofSlrThomM Samvcll, Ban. of Upton, near 
Northampton: 

and rbint^iiis 'more in tl.c i„,r fpi.it of SaaUpeare than the oilier. 
Sn. in Slo»i'i Ciretitlt, p. 14G i " la the grcalcft pomp thai ever 
4ji bed tide." -Again, in Sandji'i T.acrfj, p. iio: " We wem U.ii 

beheld." SrEEVEKs. 



4* HAMLET, 1 

Ham. The king my father? 

Hor. Seafon yonr admiration 3 for a while 
With an attent ear ; " till I may deliver, 
U]ion the witriefs of thefe geuUemen, 
This marvel to yon. 

Ham, For God's love, let me hear. 

Hon. Two nights together had thefe gentlemen, 
Marcel Ins and Bernardo, on their watch. 
In the dead waift and middle of the night, 3 
Been thus encounter'd. A figure like yonr father, 
Armed at point, 4 exaclly, cap-a-pe, 
Appears before them, and, with folemn march, 
Goes flow and (lately by them: thrice he walk'd, 
By their opprcfs'd and fear-furprhed eyes. 
Within this trnnchefcn's length; whilft they, dff- 
till'd 



* Searonjour admralin—) That il, Umptr it. JohisOW. 

* Wifi tn meal tar; ] Spenfer, « well as our poet, utes tttnt 
for ntltwtirt. Malonb. 

3 In lit i,ai wtift flnJ miidU if Hi *f f i(,] This fltange phraf*. 
ology fceroi to have been common in the lime of Stiakfpeatt. By 
ooij) is meant nothing more thin miUlt; md hence the epithet 
diai did not appeal incougmous lo our poet. So, in Maiflon't 
Muticnlmt, 1604 : 

" 'Tit now about the immodeft waijl of nigU." 
i. e. midnight. Again, in Tit PiiU*, a lomtiij, 1607: . , ■ 

In the old copies the ivotd it tpell wtjt, as it 11 in the fecond aft, 
fc, ii; "Then you live about her uiojt, 01 in the middle of ber 
favours." The fame fpellinj is found in King Lw, Aft IV. fc. vi : 
[1 own' fiom the uia/t, they arc tcnlauis." See aifo Miulheu'i 
pift. 1617 : » Wtfi, miiitt, P r girdle. Be td.'' We have the fame 

Ali the modet'i editors read — Ip the^dead uojc Lc. Mauone. 
Diai -rcjl! may he the true reeding. Sec Vol. IV. p. 36, n. 4. . 

' troti at psinl,] Thus the quarto). Toe folio: 
Atn'i at all fahti. Stiiveki. 
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Almnft to jelly with the aft of fear, 5 

Stand dumb and [peak not to him. Tins to roe 

In dreadful fecrecy impart they did; 

And 1 with them, the third night, kept the watch : 

Where, as they had deliver'd, both in time, 

form of the thing, each word made true and good. 

The apparition comes: I knew your father ; 

Thefe hands are not more like. 

Ham. But where ivas this? 

Mas. My lord, npon the platform where we 
watch'd. 

Ham. Did you not fpeak to it?* 



" ttili lit „U of Fear,] Finr wai llie eauft, tbe naive taufe 

thai iiflUUd them by thai force o! opcraiion which we Uiidly calf 
afi in voluntary, and fioan io involuntary oginli, but popularly call 

The folia readi — ftllil'd. STE1VEHI. 

• Did yau ns! fpeak lo ii!] Fielding, who wai well acquainted 
With vulgar fupeiQilions. in hi, Tom J#mj, B. XI. ch. ii obfc.vea 

but llien very readily anfwered. Ii feemt f.om thti pillage, as well 
a. from olhu.ln book! tun mean In be formally q noted, thai Ipcdrti 

The drift therefore of Bamkl'i qutftion it, whether hli f.ther'i 
(hade had been fpoaen lo ; and not whether Horatio, as a parti- 
cular or privileged peiTon, wai the fpeaker to it. Horatio telli 
ui he had fecn the late king but once, and therefore cannot be ima- 
gined 10 have any particular inte-ell with his appariiion. 

The vulgar notion I'm a R hoft could nriiy h- Ipoken to unh 
propriety and effect by i fcholar, agrees very well with Ihe cha- 
rafler of Mareellui, a common officer ; but it would hive difeiiccd 
the Frioce of Denmark lo have fuppofrd the fptare itould mote 
readily comply with Horalio'i folicitalion, merely beciuf/e it wai 
that of a man who had been Undying ai a univerfuv. 

We are at liberty to think the Ghofi would have replied to Fran,, 
cifco, Bcrnaidj, 01 Marcel I Di, had either of tiiem ventured 10 
queflion it. Ii wai actually preparin e to addiefi Horatio, wleu 
(he cock crew. The convenience nf Sliakfprarr's play, however, 
requited I hat the phantom Ihutild conlipue dumb, lill Hamlet could 
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Ham. Indeed, indeed, firs, but this troubles me. 
Hold yon the watch to-night ? 

All. Wc do, my lord. 

Ham. Arm'd, fay yon? 

All. Arm'd, my lord. 

Ham. From top to toe? 

All. My lord, from head to foot. 

Ham.- Then faw you not 

His face. 

Hor. O, yes, my lord; he wore his beaver up." 
Ham, What, look'dhe frowningly? 
Hor. A countenance more 

In forrow than in anger. 

Ham. Pale, or red? 

Hor. Nay, very pale. 

Ham. And fix'd his eyes upon you ? 

Hor. Molt conflantly. 

Ham. I would, I had been there. 

Hor. It would have much arciaz'd you. 
Ham. Very like. 

Very like : Stay'd it long? 

Hor. While one with moderate hafle might tell 

a hundred. 
Mar. Ber. Longer, longer. 
Hor. Not when I faw it. 



■ acrr Hi beaver ' up. ] Though blanr properl)' figoified 

drink^ ShaMpearc olwiyi ufti Eha word ai denoting that pari of tb* 
helmet which, when raifed up, eapofed Hie face of the wearer : and 
iuch was the popular fignificaiiou of the word in bis time. In 
Bullokar-t Englijh EiftfiUr, Svo. 1616, iuio ii defined thus: — 
" In armour it lignifici (hit part of the helmti which may be tijlti 
up, to take breath the mare Freely." Miw.is. 
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Ham. His beard was grizzl'd? no? 

Hoh. Tt was, as I have feeu it in his life; 
A Table Invtr'd.' 

Ham. I will watch to-night; 

Perchance, 'twill walk, again. 

Hor. I warrant, it will. 

Ham. lfitaffnmc my noble father's perfon, 
I'll fpcak to it. though hell hfcif fhoufd gape. 
And bid me hold my peace. I pray you all, 
Jf you have hitherto conceal'd this fight, 
Let it be tenable in your filcnce flill ;* 
And whatfoever elfe (hall hap to-night, 
Give it an onderflanding, but no tongue ; 
1 will requite your loves : So, fare you well : 
Upon the platform, 'twixt eleven and twelve, 
I'll vifit you. 

All. Oor duty to your honour. 

Ham. Your loves, as mine to you : Farewell. 
[Exeunt Horatio, Marcellus, and Bernardo: 
My father's fpirit in arms!* all is not well;. 
I doubt Come foul play: 'would, the night were 

Till then fit flill. my foul : Foul deeds will rife, 
.Though all the earth o'erwbelm them, to men's eyes. 

[Exit. 

* A JMt fdv'r'i. ] Sn, In but port'i inh fonntir 

AnU Jttb curt,. Jil jibci'd oei wiih while." Malohe.' 
■ Ltl U it ituMi in f mir J,.!c*ci jiiil;] Thui the quanoi, sad 
iie'llly. THt lolio, iGlJ. rod, — titbit. SfEfTtM. 

• N } fathers Jpitit in itmll Fioui whal wenl befort, I once 
biDicd id Mi. Garnet, tint ihtfe woidt might be fpjken io ihis 

M; folhtrS /pint ! in artoi '. ell it til villi 
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SCENE III. 

A Room in Polonius' Houfe. 
Enter Laertes and Ophelia. 

Laeh. My neceflams are enrbark'd; farewell '. 
And, lifter, as the winds give benefit, 
And convoy is afliftant, do noc Ileep, 
Bot let me hear from you. 

Ofh. Do you doubt that? 

Laeh. For Hamlet, and the trifling of his favour. 
Hold it a fafhion, and a toy in blood ; 
A violet in the youth of primy nature. 
Forward, not permanent, fweet, not lafting, 
The perfume and fuppliance of a minute ; * 
No more. 

Ofh. No more but f 0 ? 

Laer. Think it no more: 

For nature, crefcent, does not grow alone 

* fli perfume and fuppliance if a miWi/] Thui [be quarto : 
Ihe folio has ii: 

/„„,, mi ufl H , 

It ■> plain thai ptifumi ii necelTjrf to exemplify the idea of /flit, 
sol lajhg. With the woid fapflUnti 1 am not fttiined, and ytt 
daie hardly otftr what I ima s ine to be tight. I fufptfl that fif- 
ftaei, or font furh woid, formed from ihe Italian, w» then uftd 
for the ad of fumigating with tweet fceali. JOHBION. 

Tit pirjxnit and fupplianre if a mimi/f ; i. e. what it fupplieii to 
HI for a minute ; or, at Mi. Mufon fuppotei, " an amulemenl 
10 £11 up a vacant mom tot, and render ii agreeable." STIBVIKfc 

The wordt — (tifimt and, which arc found in tbe quarto, 1604, 
were omitted in !u< folio. MM.ONX, 



4 3 HAMLE T, 

In thews, 5 and bulk; bu(, as this temple waxes, 
The inward fervice of the mind and foul 
Grows wide withal. Perhaps, he loves you now; 
And now no foil, nor camel, doth befmirch 
The virtue of his will : s but, yon mull fear, 
His greatnefs weigh'd, his will is not his own ; 
For he bimfelf is fubjeft to his birth;' 
He may not, as unvalued perfons do, 
Carve for himfelf ;' for on his choice depends 
The fafety and the health of the whole fiate ; 1 



Sec Vol. XltT. p. i3j, n. i. Steevemi. 
• And no -( ftii, *er cartel, doth itfmhci 
Tiii virtue oj iii ail!:} From uattla, which Ggnifiei only a 
pnint ft'tfigit or camion; but, palling through Fiench hands, it 
loB its iunotct.ee, and tow hgoifies _/.«ii.J, d, C cit, And So he kfci 
tbe adjtSive in JWitu Zajtr: 

Swear piietti autl coward), and men cntAt 11." 

Warbuktow. 

So, in the fernnd pari of Greene's A'l if Cen 7 c anting, liys: 

" and Ihcit fubtill cnieli 10 amend the Haluie." To aatni 

lii Jlalult, was the taut phrafc for evading the law. Stefvehj. 

Cmltl it fubilery or deceit. Minflieu in Ilia Dictionary, i6t 7 ,de. 
lines it, A craft? way to deceive." Tbe word ij again tiled by 
Sliakfpcarc in .1 Laws CmfUnti 

" In him a plenitude of fubtte matter, 



tjl. So, Coriolauus lap ; 

** be caught by caaltiuiu baits and pi-iSiee." 

M. Mason. 

7 Far It Um/tl/kc] This line is not in l1:c qtiirlo. 

Malone. 
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And therefore mnft his choice be circumfcrib'd 
Unto the voice and yielding of that body. 
Whereof he is the head: Then if he fays, he lovei 
you. 

It fits your wifdom fo far to believe it t 

As he in his particular a£l and place 

May give his faying deed; s which is no further, 

Than the main voice of Denmark goes withal. 

Then weigh what lofs your honour may fnftain, 

If with too credent car you lift his fongs ; 

Or lofe your heart ; or year chafte treafure operi 

To his nnmafter'd" importunity. 

Fear it, Ophelia, fear it, my dear fifter ; , 

And keep you in the rear of your affection, 3 

Out of the fhot and danger of defire. 

The charier! maid 4 is prodigal enough, 

If (he uninafk her beauty to the moon : 

Virtue itfelf fcapes not calumnious ftrokes : 

The canker galls the infants of the fpring. 

Too oft before their buttons be difclos'd; 

And in the morn and liquid dew of youth 

Contagious blaftments are moil imminent-. 

wiaie in the folio. The editor, Ending the mtire ckftflivc, ir. 
tonfequtDtc of ilic itliclc being omutcd before Health, inllcid of 
fupplying il, for fafilj tuhiUmleda word of three t>lUMcs. 

• Mqglnth f.yiugdeed:] So, in Tim), if Jtfpui '■ (be 

dud of_/.jiir£ ii qnile out ol ufc." Again, id T.lil™ <nd djjiiti 
" Spiaihg in dtiJi, ind deedlefs io his lonijuc." 

* *■ *• »««"•«". JOBWO»- 

= k„ f JOIMB &C.1 that .., do UOlidl.i 0 Ct f 0 f« 

at your affeftion would Uad >cu. Johnson. 

' 7hi ch.ritft moid— ] Ciar- -- -- ---- <■-■ ------ -- 

Jfivit too Lali, (6i6: " Love r. 
fcldi... be cUr,.- kpto, 
liarilj. STIEV1HS. 

Vol. XXII. 



So 



HAMLET, 



Be wary then : beft fafety lies in fear ; 
Youth to itfelf rebels, though none elfc near. 

Oph I Ihal! the effeft of this good le Hon keep 
As watchman to my heart: Bat, good my brother. 
Do not, as forae ungracious paftors do, 
Show me the fleep and thorny way to heaven; 
\Vhilft, like a puff'd and recklers libettine, 
J4imh.lt the primrofe path of dalliance treads. 
And recks not his own read/ 

Laer. O, fear me not 

I flay too long;— -But here my father comes. 



£nierPoLONlUS. 



A double bleffing is a double grace; 
Occafion fmiles npona fecond leave. 

Pol. Yet here, Laertes! aboard, aboard, fos 
lhame j 

The wind fits in the (boulder of yonr fail, 1 

* reek, ,,J lit own tad.] That it, beedi not bit 

It Ho 11 5. Pope. 

So, in ib'e old Morality of Hjtli Scarmtl 

" Ir«i noil fedcr." 

Again, iWn: 

" Add of thy living, I r«J amend thee." 
Ben JonToo uTt* the word ttti ia hit CuUlbut 
>> So that thou could'lt not move 
" Agninfla publick ftti." 

Again, in 5ii Tho. North's tranQation of Plutarch : •> Dil- 

j>a«h, 1 ,iad you. for jour enlerprue ii belray'd." Again, the 
old proveib, in the Tut mpj fV«i*n ej Alimdn, 1S99 : 

•• Take heed, li a good utd." 
i. e. good ravn/il, food aiviu. Steevinj. 
So, Sltruhftid, fftlml: 

'- thai lialh 00! lent 

• ■ To witked „d, hit ear."' BlackJTONI. 
■ Tit JhtMir tjj»*rjail,\ Thit ii a common fea phtafe.. 
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And you arc ftaid for: There, — my bleffingwith 
you; [ Laying his hand.on Laertes 1 head. 
And thefe few precepts in thy memory 
Look thou charafler. 6 Give thy thoughts no tongue, 
Nor any unproportion'd thought his aft. 
Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar. 
The friends thou hail, and their adoption tried, 
Grapple them to thy foul with hooks of fleel ; 7 
But do not dull thy palm with entertainment 
Of each new-hatch'd, unfledg'd, comrade.' Beware 



, Drone! v iaGi. Tilt fine 
phiafo ii again ufed by our author in bit 15 id Sonne i: 
" — thy table 1 nie within my brain 
" Full (rtaroSl-M with lulling mrrapry.' 1 
Again, in Hi Two Gallon* ij Vat,™ : 



. 1 GimftU Urn I) tiffiul uUi booki efj«l;} The old eopj,, 
read—with ioip- of fleel. I have no doubt thai tfcii -a, a corrup. 
lion in the original quarto of iSo^, ariling, like mauy otheri 
fioni fimiliiude ol foundi. The emendation, which urai made by 
. Mr. Fnpe, and adopted by three (ubfequent editor,, 1, (Irongl. 
fupported by the voi&grapptt. See Minlhtu-i Difliouary, 161JI 
• ' To isli or grappli, ill. 10 grapple and to bond a (hip." 
. Agrtppl. »a.yr,llrumentwk a feveral to lay hold of, (hip, 

Tbi. torreSion i. alfo juftified by our poet'! tSjih Sonnet: 
" Why of eye.- fillhood boft thou forced kaoi,, 
» Whereto the judgement of my l,„t i, ^rfi 1 - 
! 11 m *Y b ' all ° obterved, that icsii are [omciimei made of fleel. 
hut imp< never. ' 
We have, however, in King Hmrf IV. P. Hi 
" A keep of gold to bind thy broihen iu " 
The formei pait of the phrife occurt alfo io Mtihtii 

it Grtppln, you to the heart and love of ui," Stwvehj. 
■ BtlJinst ivll Uypala viti alirlainmnl 
'Sjmk mvkttih'i, unflaji umiadt.] The literal fenfa ii, 



Si 



HAMLET, 



Of entrance to a quarrel ; but, being in, 
Bear it that the oppofer may beware of tbee. 
Give every man fhine ear, but few thy voice: 
Take each man's cenfure, 3 but referve thy judge- 

Coftly thy habit as thy porfe can bay, 

Bnl not exprefs'd in fancy; rich, not gaudy: 

For the apparel oft proclaims the man ; 

And they in France, of the befl rank and Hatio^ 

Are moft Iele£t and generous, chief in that.* 



Hi Hit malt Hyfalm calhm If fitting Mitj «»n tj tie land. The 
figuratiu. meaning may be, Dt ™f I, j,i„ir,:,- : ,, „ ..v/ilion mail 
Ikjmhdinf.nfill, i, tic a^,„ t , „J d^.n,,,. Johnson. 

» The k i j. s ii old taough 10 give Mi ctn/ar." Steiven*. 
• An mtfJ,l,B and gtr.ctii,!, chief in Kef.l I think toe wool* 
itEgn of the precept Ihowt we Ihould read: 

Are mjll>\ta, and genmv, tiff/, it Hat. 
Ckltj may be id adjeBizt utei adverHaUj, t praaice common 
to our author: tUlfy generoui. Yet it mull be owned that It. 
puoauition recommended il very tliffind harlh. 
I «ould, however, more willingly read : 

Srifff aid gntroal, an mo/ choke in fit!. *' 
Let [he reader, who eao difeover the Aighteit approiih towardj 

fenfe, harmony, or mctie, in the oti|iual line, 

Art of a mij! /1I1B and [imrtvi ciiif, in tint,— 
adhere to the old copiei. Steevekj. 

The genuine meaning of tbe paflage require! us to point the 
line (has : 

" Are rood feleS and geoeroui, cbiefin that." 
I.e. the nobility of France are Telea aod generous pbnve all other 
■aiton^and chiefly in the point of apparel ; the riebnefs mud ele- 

Are of a raofi filed mi gtwm'u chief, in that.] Tbui the quarto, 
1604, and the folio, eicept thai in that copy the word tiiii it foelt 
ti.jf. The fuhll.ntive cii./, »hich Egr.iiie.iu heraldry the upper 
part of the fhield,- appeari to have been in common ufe iu Shat- 
fpeare't lime, being found In Minfheu'i Difiionary, 161;. He 
iefinei it thu, : " MJ/vfuiir it Jtuti mlilm fa" i U'Uaa f.rf.ia. 
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Nehber a borrower, nor a lender be : 
For loan oftlofes both iifclf and friend; 
And borrowing dulls the edge of hulbandry. 3 
This above all,— To thine ovrafelf be trne; 
And it mod follow, as the night the day,* 
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Laer. Molt humbly do I take my leave, my lord. 
Pol. The time invites you ; s go, yourfeivants 
tend. 5 

I.AER. Farewell, Ophelia; and remember well 
What I have laid to you. 

OrH. 'Tisin my memorylock'd. 

And you yourfelf (hall keep the key ofit. 7 

Laer. Farewell. [Exit Laebtes. 

Pol. What is't, Ophelia, he hatb faid to you? 

■OrH. So pleafeyou, fomethiug touching the lord 
Hamlet. 

Pol. Marry, well bethought : 
*Tis told me, he hath very ok oftate 
Given private time to you ; and you yourfelf 
Have of your audience been moil free and boun- 
teous: 

If it be fo, (as fo 'tis put on rac, 

And that in way of caution.) I muft tell you, 

You do not underfland yourfelf lb clearly, 

St, in rhemotk tragtdy repreftutid before [hiking! 

" Di<e£Hy/, 0 /»nj hiui hii enemy.*' Sieevens. 
' nuimiinviici jjhi) So, la H<<{ «1 -■ 

T'.us ihc folio. The quart.. 1604, read.—The time ixvrjt* 
you; wliieri Mr. Theobald prefer>rd, r ul )poE.i B thai it meant, " the) 
lime lifitpt, jvelTc. un->n yoa on every fide." Hut to iw.fi, ,m 
Sb-ilipeair,'. Ume, only Cguiucd, la cldlbc, or give poffeffiou. 

MltLOMlJ 

• jour firnBli tend.] i. c. your feinim arc wailing for 

you. JOHM.O-. 

1 Jfjilf fistl kup til In if it.] The meaning it, that 

you- cnunOI, arc w fure ol jcio.in.iif; lotted up io my memory, 
a- if you fell cjiii, J the key of il. So, in ^(»i M ij Hoi, by 
DnVer and WebKer, 1G07 : "Yin (ball clofe il up like a trea- 
fur« ofyour owa, and yourfelfJlaW iuf til U) ij it:' 

Stuveim. 
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As it behoves ray daughter, and yonr honour : 
What is between you? give me up the truth.. 

Ofh. He hath, my loid, of late made many- 
tenders 
Of his affection to me. 

Pol. Affeflion? puh ! you fpeak like a green 
girl. 

TJnfifted in fuch perilous drc urn (lance.* 
Do you believe his tenders, as you call them ? 
Oph. I do not know, my lord, what 1 fhould 
think. 

Pol. Marry, I'll teach you: think yourfelf a 
baby ; 

That yon have ta'en thefe tenders fortrne pay, 
Which are not fteiling. Tender yourfelt' more 
dearly ; 

Or {not to crack the wind of the poor phrafe, 
Wronging it thus,) you'll tender me a fool.' 



■ Unfiled j« Jtcl pniliat wctmpnci.] Unfiled for nlriii. 
Vvtriit fignifiei cither not iirnf/ii, or no! ttjiatd i snjkflti li S oi- 
fei the Ulln only, though she Cea(t requirei the formir. 

WARimtTriH, 

It meant, I believe, one who has not luffideatly coniUercd, or 
thoroughly lifted fucli maiien. M. Mason. 

1 do not think tint the fenre -equirel us lo undcrfland mlimpliJ. 
" UnliCledin " means, I think, nne who hat °<" nicely tinffii 
and eiamined the peril oflier fhuatioo. Malowi. 

» Tttdirjturjtlf men i.„rj: 

Or (Kill t-aci III vi«d tfthftU tbtfi. 
Wronging it tin,,) ym'lt tnftt vu <• Jul] The ptraHrfii it 
clored it the wrong place i and wt mnH have llkewifi a flight tor. 
I*aion in the lift verfe. [Wringing ii Ice] Folouiui it urking 
and playing on the word Wrr, till he thinks proper to corred him. 
felf for the licence; and then he would fay - not farther to erstcklhe: 
wind of the phrafe, by Iwi/ing it and minting it, ■■ I hive done. 

I belieVe the word wreitfioj hii reference, ooi to the p itafe, 
but la Ophelia ; if you go on ai>nt' n t l ^* L '*< 'J l ' Jn ~ 

. E i 
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Oph. My iord, hehath.injp6rton'd me with love, 
Jn honourable fafliion. 

Pol. Ay, fafliion you may call it; * go to, go to. 
Oph. And haih given countenance to his fpcech, 

my lard. 

With almoft all the holy vows of heaven. 

Pol. Ay, Ipringes to catch woodcocks. 3 I do 
know, . 

When the blood burns, how prodigal the foul 



till?! in g) on dm urtng. Tliii it a mode of fpeaking perhaps not 
very giaromitital, but very common; nor have tile btft wrilerl 
fefufadii. 

'■ To finoerit or flint ii," 
Slip Pope. And R«'t, 

The folio bis it— Jt««n»f it thai. That is, lilting jsur/ilj loe/t 
ft fid imfrtpit liitrlj. But uretging teems to be more proper. 

See you denotes; ii," ii in Maffingei's A"itc Wjj U f*J did 

Plftl, STFSVtjil. 

I have followed the punauaiion of the £rB qltatto, ifioj, where 
Ihe pareotliefis is extended to the word Mm, to which notd the 
context in toy apprclienfion dimly lhcwi it fhould be allied. 
" Or |not to trait the wind of tlie poor pltraft, playing upon it, 
and abuling it thui,") kt. So, in Tkc Reft of Lvatui 
" To t».™ fi tlie winger, till he render righl.' - 
The quarto, by tlie miftake of the co.upoulor, leads— Wring it 
Inns. Tlie concaion was made by Mr. Fope. 

Tender ,.„/«(/ m t „ To iWtr is to Icgard wi* 

afftction. So in JCiaj itidsri 11, 

■ And fo betide roe, 

» As well 1 liniir yon and all of yours." 
Again, in Hi Mafia tdiUmiphnfti, by Lyly, iCot : 

if j ou. mount us for the fame 

" That Undit tbee, and love Apollo's name." Malone. 

' JjfMon jcu maj call it;} She ufei Ja/hicn for nunc, and 

he for a rronjirnl^flittti. jOKKSON. 

' firing" I' catii it on disci j.] A proverbial faying, Every 

-yomao has ijpringt to t*itk m vteditd." Sulvim. "' 



Digitized by Google 



PRlNCE OF DENMARK. 5 7 



Lends the tongue vows: thefc blazes, daughter* 
Giving more light than heat,— extinfl in both. 
Even in their promife, as it is a making,— 
You maft not take for fire. • From this time, 
Be f'oincwhatfcanter of your maiden prefence; 

Than a command to parley. For lord Hamlet, 
Believe fo much in him, That he is young; 
And with a larger tether 5 may he walk. 
Than may be given yon: In few, Ophelia, 
Do not believe his vows: for they are broken' 
Not of that die which their inveftments fhow, 
But mere iraplorators of unholy faits. 
Breathing like fanctified and pious bonds,* 

* ty/- MaW, daugltir,] Some epiibello Haiti wn pro- 
bably oniimd, by the canlcflbcb of the tranfcnbei or tompofijflr, 

■ Sil your enlleatmenu — ] Entnatnnti here mean unfair/, 
fUHHt/ttim, from the French ntrititn. JOHNSOH. 

Eattiatmali, I iilhtr think, means the objtfls of tntrcat) ; lit 
favouri for wliir.li loven fue. la the neit fcene w.e have a word of 
ifimilarformation: 

« Ai if it Tome impBTtntnt did dtfire," Uc. Mi LOU. I. 

* Urgit letber— ] A firing to lie hoifei. For*. 

Tttkii is that firing by wbiib in animal, fet to eraie in ground] 

So, in Gntffe'l Card »J FanJ, 1L1 :—" To lye the ape and 
it faHr.ned, whether for the fate of fcediu 3 It the air. ? 

» Do ml Mini iis fowl, /or the, an broken—] A ireiir in old 
Epglilh meant a buoi or pimp. See Ihe Gloffjty lo Gawin Doug- 
'huYt trauflaiion of Virgil. So, in King Join ! 
" This SaW, tbit irdrr," &c. 

See alfb Vol. XVL p. 4 5o, n. g. lu our aulbor'i Uttr't Ctn- 
fltbl we again meet with the fame eiprefuon, applied in lb* fame 
manner : 

" Know, nm are tut trains to defiling." Malob*. 
J Butlhhg lilt JmDifiii ais4 /iiu bo»dt,j 0» wbich the «ditor, 



St HAMLET. 

The better to beguile. This is for all, — 



Mil naJh* iaptkiilj, f i' aUtialf arruft ; trad I 1«( bita jm- 
fiitd kw nit of gmhi and ffantinr tsald lit U pah withwl jtmi 
/«/>,««. mat id., can J.av>, t, ,»,f,h t , oj a b„.lki.g , n i, 
or ej iti biiig fatBifiid and fiifii, kc. But he was loo hafty in 
Jisming idtm before h{ undetRood thofe already framed by the 
poet, tad cxpreffed in veiy pljio words. Do oot believe [fayt 
Polanius to htl daughter) Hamlet's amorous vom made (• jou ; 
which prettod religion in (hem [Hi bttlf Id bi^ili) like Ibofe 
fanfiified and pioui vow. [sr btcds] made In »(ouii. And vhf 
Diould not this fofi mllevt ftffUien * W*rsurion. 

Theobald iothmdi fubftilutes latrdt. JoHHSON. 

Notwitfiftandiog Warburton's elaborate explanation of tlii^ paf- 
flge, I have not the le.nl doubt but Theobald ii right, and Iblt 
we ought lo read baoidi inliead of btndi. ludeed trie prcfint 
leading it little better than nontenle. 

Poloniui had called Hamlet", vows, irslrrr, but Iwo linei before, 
a fynonymoui word to bavii, and the very title that Shakfpeare 
give, to Paodarui, in hi. Triiltii and C-iJftda. Thcjroidi im. 
fitrmtltnf mkatj Juilt, are an «aft defiription of I bawT; and all 
fjc'i of thein ai are tufty in their trade, put oo the appearance of 
finally, and are " not of that die which their inveflmtnl. Ihrw." 

M. M.l. OK. 

The old reading il undoubtedly the true one. Do not, lay* 
Joloniut, believe hit vows, for they are merely uttered for the 
purpofe of nerfuading you to yield lo a criminal puffioo, though 
they appear only the genuine effuuonr of a pure and lawful af. 
frHioc. and affume the femhlance of thole Tiered engagements entered 
into at (be altar of wedlock. The bmii here in out potl'i tbougblt 
...e lendi o/Jw. So, in hi. nii Sonne! . 

■> And feiVd UWtindl >}Li, w*ft n'miw' 
Again, in7'< UlrciaU if Void 

- O, ten time, faller Venn, pigeoni Hj-, 

■» To Teal hvtt tt'ds new made, than they are wont 

•« To keep obliged faith unforfeited." 
Sanctified and piou. bond.," are the im bandi ej ttvt, or, at 
• ur poet hat elfcwhere eipreffcd it, 

.. Acontradand itintHni •flttt." 
Dr. Warhurton certainly mitundeiilood thiipaifagt; and when 
he triumphantly afts " may not this pais without fufpicion ?" if he 
means hi. own comment, lb* anfwar u, becaufc it is not perftctlj 
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I would not. In plain terms, fYom this time forth, 
Have you fo (lander any moment's leifure,' 
As to give words or talk with the lord Hamlet. 
Look to't, I charge you; come your ways. 

Oph. lfhallobcy, my lord. [Exeunt. 

SCENE IV. 

The Platform, 

Enter Hamlet, Horatio, and Marcellus. 

Ham. The air bites fhrewdly; it ts very cold. 
Hon. It is a nipping and an eager air.' 
Ham. What hour now? 

Hor. I think, itlacks oftwelve. 

Mar. No, it is ftruck. 

Hor. Indeed? I heard it not; it then draws near 
the feafon, 
Wherein the fpirit held his wont to walk. 

[A Jlourijh of trumpets, and ordnanc: Jhot off, 
within. 

What does this mean, my lord? 

Ham. The king doth wake to-night, and takes 
his ronfc;* 

' IvcMtitl, in plain term, film His Wu hrH, 

Hcv.jmJ, jlaUv a«j miwnfi Uifw,] Paloniui fw«, UfUh 
tirvu, thai ii, not io language left elevited or tmbtllilhed tbun be- 
fore, but in tnvss liat cmnul it mifundfjlied: I would nor Uvi yon 
fi difgratt jour mtfi idli mownij, ti no! If find billi, imflejuual jet 
litm Ik™ io-d Htmlifi tumr/itfrni. Johksom. 

' in eager dir.] That it, a daip air, lipt, Fr. So, in » 

fubteqg.nl fcene : 

And curd, like tagtr dropping into milk." Maioki. 

Wucfa. So, im Olktlii: " thef hive given tnt a ioy> ilrtiJ)." 



6o 



HAMLET, 



KeepswafTel/ and the fwaggering np-fpnng s reels ; 
And, as he drains his dianghts cf Rbenifh down, 
The kettle-drum and trumpet, thus bray out- 
Trie triumph of his pledge. 

Hon. Is it a cullora? 

Ham. Ay, marry, is't; 
But to my mind,— though I am native here. 
And to the manner born, — it is a cnftom 
More honour' d in the breach, than the obfer.vancc. 
This heavy-headed revel, eaft and well, 6 



It ftioold Item (torn the ratio wing piffle in Decker'* GuTt Hi™. 
Jni, 1G09, that the woidrge/c wis of Dinilh estradioii : Teach 
me. thou rovetaigne Hunker, how 10 utc ihe Cc:du'i upfjr 
fie tie, Lbt Danijb mja, the Swiuci'i floop of racuiih," Ice. 

1 Kitfi viffet,] See Vol. XI. p. )S, o. 4. Again, in Tkt 
Hug UliltfilU Pout, 1614: 

" Bv Croefus Dime and by nil taflle, 
** Where winter nighis he inf.ti vagil." 
i. e. devoid his oighsi lo jollity. SthVik*, 

* Hi /wsfgwiag up-fpring — J The blufterlng upBart. 

Johnson. 

It appears from the following piHigc Id Alfinjia Emptier ef 
Ginaq, by Chapman, thai the up-Jptiig was a Gt'moa ^aa(i ; 
We Germani have no changes io our dances; 

" An ■ (main and an nf.Jprmg, that it all " 
Spring war. am ieotly tbe nasi of 1 tune, i"o in Beaumont and 
JTietcber'sFro/ii/i/j: 

" we will meet hi™, 

" Andfttike bimfucb ucvtfp'ingi—." 
This word it uf«d by G. lloujlai iu hi. tranflirinn of Virgil, and", 
I think, by Chaucer. Again, in an old Scots proverb ■ >• Another 
would play n/pring, ere you tunc your pipes." SlUVEitl. 

* Tail heavy-headed rtvtl, oft anJ weft,] Tii, Wi-Jcidtd 
tpf, atkti ti Initial nfunl aiji, and la,ti oj ttkn nttioni 

' \itttjl, llUi. Edwardihasobfcived, is meant, tbroueh. 
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Makes us traduc'd, and tax'd of other nations: 
Theyclepcus, drunkards,' and with fwinifh phrafe 
Soil our addition ; and, indeed it takes 
From onr achievements, though perform'd at 
height, 

The pith and marrow of our attribute. * 
So, oft it chances in particular men. 
That, for fome vicious mole of natnre in them, 
As, in their birth, (wherein they are not guilty, 
Since natnre cannot chooie his origin,) 3 



1 ThiJ ttyttt, Jrunlerrii,] And well our Engllfbraen might j 
for in Q. Eliiibelb't time there was a Done in London, of who at 
the Following mention ii made in a inlletlion of (haraSer. entitled 
ifoll Is ii, fir lit fiat t t, no dale : 

" Yon that will driokc KijnaUo untodetb. 

The Dim thai would rainwfe out of fall boote." 

Hi. M. Mafon addi, lhat " it appears from one of Howell", 
letters, dated at Hamburgh in the year i65a, that the then King 

of Denmark had not degenerated from hit jovial predectlTor In 

bis atcount of an entertainment given by hii majclty ln'tb,e Earl of 
Lcitcfter, he Lelli ui, that the king, after beginning thirty- five 
loaRi, was eatrird away in !■ is chair, and that all the offiLert of the 

See alfo the ,V«gx A*ti t -a<t, Vol. II. p. i33, for the fcene of 
druuitnuefs-imroduted into the court ofjam.i I. by the King of 
Denmark, in 1606. Reel 

■ Tit pin and mrrrev tj nr tthHati.) The bed and .rooft 
Taluible pan of the piaife that would be otherwife attributed to Ol. 

Stuyihi, 

» TUt, fir Jvmt viekas mole 0/ ntlari in tim. 
As, in Ittir birth, (morris Ihty are not guilty, 

nature tasnui tAttfi jti'i nigin,] We have the fame fenti. 
Bent in Tit Bsfr ,JLnetn, 

" For narlideftried in men"i nativity 
" Are nature's fault, not tlitir owu infamy.' 1 
Mr. Theobald, without neceflity, altered molt to men/i. The 
rtading of the old copies is fully fupported by a paflage in King 
J»kn I 

>' Patch'd v/itb foalmo/ii, and c;e- offending marls." 

Ualom, 



HAMLET, 



By the o'er-growth of Tome complexion," 

Oft breaking down the pales and forts ot'reafon; 

Or by fome habit, that too much o'er-leavens 

■J he form of plaufive manners ; a — that ihefe men,— 

Carrying, 1 lay, the flamp of one defect; 

Being nature's livery, or fortune's ftar,* — 

Their virmes elfe (be they as pme as grace, 

As infinite as man may undergo,) 5 



Mr. Tbtobatd. Malqne. 

' tUt tee uiutA o'er-Ieavant 

tit fit* ./ plaufi™ That intermbgle, too mueh 

with tbtir maancri ; inrtflj and cemfli them. Ste Vol. XIX. 
p. it3, d. 9. Ftaufoc iu our poet') agcfignilico' gratioul, pleafing, 
papular. So, in All's mill that mdt villi 

" bit fianfm wordt 

" He fcaller'd not in eara, but grafted them, 
"'To grow there, and to bear." 
PfanJHfe, iu which Tenfe fttufei il brre ufed, i. defined by 
Cavjdrey in it Alpkititinl TMt, kc. 1604, " Pic the, or re- 
ceived joyfully and willingly." Maui tie. 

* /trW) ftar,] The word JUr in ihe ten fignifirs a /tar 

of Uiil appearance. It Is a term of fi„ic; • the will, g„ atal ,i 
to common on .the forehead of a dark eolon.ed hoife, ii uluallypro- 

ftrhmft Hit,] Som = accidental blemilh, the corrTequenc. 

of/ir mrpiulh ef feme mmpftmtu or hv.mour (Jotted to us by 
fortuneat oui biitb, or tomt vicioua habit accidentally acquired 
afterward.. ' H 

Theobald, phufibly enough, w. 
amendiliou may be fupponed by a . 

" The/iarj upon your honour therefore ha 
<• Doei pity ai cooftrained tlmijhn, 
« Not at dtfcrv'd." Malonb, 

* Ai injiiitt ai urn ma; undergo,] ] At large ai tan b, 
bled upon mm. Johnson. 

So, in Ka/tu /ar Mttfirt i 

" To aaiirt 1 lueb ample grate and honaar,— ." 
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Shall in the general cenfure take corruption 
From that particular fanlt: The dram ofbafc 
Doth all the noble Tubftancc often dout. 
To his own fcandal. 4 



To hit aanfctndal. | I ooce propored lo mi— D tit til tit- 
uMiJubJla*u (i. e. the Turn of good qualitiei) ojl di oil. Wt fliould 
now fay,— To ill own feandal ; tml lit aod id ire perpetually ton. 



willing, nOr perhapi ace reconciltable 10 propiiety of language. 

To in t (tin; cal, is la nrliajui/n it, or III iflaci 01 «''"""• *"» 
Mag painUd or evri/rti.. 

Iu the firft of thefe fignificationi il it uted by dayton, in lb* 
3th Onto ofbiiBo™' W.rrr 

» Wu ii'm in battle, and hit cyei ovt-dem." 

My conjeBure— da our, inllead of dcuil, might have received, 
fupportfiotn [lie pronunciation of iMi verb in Warwitkfhke, when 
they alwayi fay—" doitt [lie tandle,"— dent Ihe fire; i. e. pul 
out or extinguifh them. The forfei by which a candle it extiD- 
guilhed ii nlfo there called-a doixltt. 

Dial, however, >■ a woid formed by the toslefcence of two 
Olhen, {do and nt) lite do* lot da n, deft for di rf boih of which, 
■re ufed by Shakfpeare. 

The wordin queflion (and with the fame blunder in fpelliofl 
ba. already occurred in the ancient topiei of Khg ffrary V: ^ 

make incifion in their bide.. 

That ihair hot blood may fpin in Englifh eyel, 
" And dovtt them with fuperfluoui courage:" 
i. e. put or do them cut. 1 therefore now think we fhould read} 

Deli all tki *thhj«bjtmet »/ten doul, ere. 
for futely it it needled 10 lay — 

-tki noble /ctjfanrf ej worth aVitl, 

beciufe the idea of aerlh is comprehended io the epiih e 1_ nob It. 

N. B. The improvement which my former note on tbii paff.gt 
hi) received, I owed, about four yean ago, to the but Rev. 
Henry Homer, a native of Watwickihlre. Hut at Mr. Malona 
appeati to have been fumillied with almoft Ihe fame intelligence, 
1 lhall not fupprrfs hli made of communicating it, at he may fairly 
plead priority in having laid it before the publick. This ii the fold 
uufe why atu reader! ate here predated with two annclalio»j, at 



\ 



ii HAMLET, 



Muter Ghoft. 



Hot. Look, my lord, it comes ! 



alraoft Omilar tendency, on the fame fubjefl I for unwilling ai I am 
to withhold jufliee fiom a dead friend, 1 fhoul I with equ.il teluc- 
uoce defraud a living critick of his due. SrtEvcm, 

The quarto, when alone thii paliage is fouud, exhibit! it thui ; 

Til drm af tale 

Dolt all lie noiti/ubjanu (/a doubt, 
U ii. .w/tmM. 
To deal, 11 I have already obfcrved in a note on Ki*g Henry V. 
Vol. XIII. p. 411, n. J, figDincdiuShakfpeare'itiuie, and yet fi 6 - 
nlEci in Devonlhire and otbarweftern counties, ro -J i Hi, to efface, 
to eitinguifh. Thui they fay, " dost the candle,"—" dtul the 
fixe." fcc. It ii Madly formed in the fame manner at to dm (or 
Wo em) which occun fo often in the writings of our poet and bit 
tontempoiariei. 

I have no doubt that the torruplion of the ten arofe in the fol- 
lowing manner. Dwt, which I have now printed in the text, hav- 
ing been mitten by the miflake of the tranferihir, duail, and the 
word u'drli hiving bun inadvertently omitted, the lint, in the 
cop; thtt went to the prefi, flood, 

Bolk all tie mile Juifiatee of doubt, . 

fcort, and thinking oWf muft want ana rtid'e, inferred it, without, 
attending to tberoalext; and iufteid of corieaing the crionroui, 
and fupplying the trueword, printed — 

Dali all Hi mill fiiflanu of a doubt, trc. 
The very fame error has happened in ffinj H,*tj V : 

11 That [heir hot blood may fpin in Englilh eyes, 

where dwlt U again printed inflead of deal. 

That ruor'i [which wai fupplitd fiift by Mr. Theobald) *ll the 
word omitted originally in the hurry of tranfcripiion, may be fairly 
tolleded from a paffage iu GjmMinr, which fuily jofliliei the cor- 
tcflion made-. , 

" — It Ihe with Polthuraui? 

" From whole fo many weights of lafmifi cannot 

'< A dram otwtk be drawn." 
Tliii paffage alio adds fuppott to the eotreainn of the wotd nil 
in the litfl of Ihefe liuo, ublcb. wai likewife made by Mi. Theo- 
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Ham. Angels and mini.fl.ers of grace defend us ! 7 — 



bald — Baft is ufcd CublUnliviTy for Ufntfi! a p-aSicc. not un. 
common id Sliskfpeaie. So, In Mr./vi /or JJf«/tire: 

• • Say wlul ihou canfl, my outweighi your (m, * 

ShaeTpeare, bowwver, miglit h.tve written— The dtam of fit 
Tbii i> ocurer tbc corrupted "ord tali, bui the j,allj ; c in CjnlfliM 
li in favour of III* oilier emendation. 

The meaning of the parage [bug corrtacd is, 1 lie fmallcll par- 
ticle of vice to bltmibii the ..hole malj of virtue, a, ID train 

qualities polTeiTid by inn, ,-n» is lii-4> LU.uillLtJ U a fu,»l* ila.u, 



*' Siute it is bankrupt of hit majeflj.." 
So, in G<im, lit Celliir »/ t'rojin* i 

" Contented life, that K iv;s the heaii his ejfe,- 



" Defect, ol mnii.ii, want nl government, 

. " Pride, Uawn-'iSinnfs. Oj,i...r,n, and dittain, 

■ The W «j "-Sit*. lui.m.. S a nobUman, 

» Lofelli men's Uearls, ana Iraves behind a Jth 

" apt* iittmtj if aii (utii ttjtiit, 

" Jt'fuViit/; (A era t/ tcaae-juniia." ' Malone. 
7 J, e <h««i Hjnjjlm.fr.it ^MMkt.jj H.ml.t' 



e fptflre, he fortifies 



Vol. XXII. 



F 



66 HAMLET, 

Be thon a fpirit of health, or goblin danin'd/ 
Bring wilh thee airs from heaven, or blafts from 
hell. 

Be thy intents wicked, or charitable, 
Thou com'ft in fach a queftionable fhape,' 



Bi * ffi'il if hislth, II (Mia aWi, 
B,i*z vitk tin «irj /rem kt.vn, or Htfi fim Ml, 
Bill; in/rafi Bifid*, or clarjialb. 
Tics com'jf in >tt a qurflionabli jhapi. 
Till I will Jfiek lo till. HI call /in, kt. 
Tliit he fayi ultile hil father ii advancing; he linn, 11 be had 
determined, ffukt lo lis, aod cttli Urn— Btmlil, Xi*£, Ftliir, 
Rijat Dmti 0! m/cn Johkson. 

■ Hi lien a J>i>i! ofWlA, er getlin iamt'd, fcc. J So, la Ace- 
Isjlu oil Ajttt-uit, i6oq; 

■« Ait thou a god, i man, or life a phorl? 

Com'ft thou from heaven, where blili and folace dwell? 
" Or From the airie cold-engrndiing coait? 
« Cir from tin daikfomr duno.eon-hnld of bill I 
The Kift knoira editinn of ihii playii in 1604. 
The lame qucftiOD ocean alio in the MS. known by the title of 
William »U Hi [Firm//, in the Library of King'. College, Cam- 
bridge : 

•« Whether thou be ■ godc goft in goddii name that 
fpeakeft, 

" Or any foul fiend fourmrd in thil wife. 
» And if we fehul of Ihe heal liune or gode." p. 36. 
Again, in Bimaby. Gouge's frurlj Eflcg: 

" What Incvet thou ail y" tliuj doil com, 

» Ghoott, higge, or fende of hell, 
*' I llic loraaundc by byrn that lyvei 

» Thy name and cafe to tell."' SretVEBi. 
1 ™ qucflioiuble Jhapt, ] By ^ifionallt it meaat provoking 



" Live you, or are you aujbl 

" That ™ lnn i.y ,u,Jlh„!" JCHNSOM. 
W' ! " M ». 1 btlic,,t > •""*» only to n «vi,J*tif,, la j f 

nn ,-i K ;ili» f to h „™,./ ti | So. in An un- 

^,pt.,Hl fpi.il, which you have not." I/njatjfcsMj/f iu thil 
la ft inflaoee ttitaioly Dguifiej unwilling to h laliti wilh. 

Stuvihi. 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 67 

That I will Tpeak to iliee ; I'll call thee, Hamlet, 
King, father, royal Dane: O, anfwer mc : 
Let mc not burft in ignorance ! but tell. 
Why thy canoniz'd bones, headed in death, 
Have burft their cerements! ' why the fepukhre, 




Digitized by Google 



68 



HAMLET, 



Wherein we faw thee quietly in-urn'd,* 
Hath op'd his ponderous and marble jaws, 
To call thee up again ! What may [his mean,' 
That thou, dead corfe, again, in complete ftcel,* 
RcviCu'ft thus the glimplcs of the moon. 
Making night hideous ; and we fools of nature,' 
So horridly to fhake. our diipofition,* 
With thoughts beyond the reaches of our fouls ? 
Say, why is this ? wherefore ? what fhould we do? 

Hon. It beckons you to go away with it. 
As if it fome impartment did defire 
To you alone. 

Mar. Look, with what courteous action 

in Hi pint of Hi it* 



s puill) [Q.nm'd, J TLc quarto* read — inm 

' TUuKw, fat tnfi, tj»&, in c&aphlt fat, ] It js probable 
llim ShaklVc-rt i,,;> .. J,::cd i-.i» t-'mft in armour, tliai it tni K |„ ap _ 
pear more {olerrm bylanh a difrrirBioation from the oilier eharaatri ; 
ihuu.-li 'm rrally ii' C 'vim of ifie n.-.mth kia K s io be buried in 
tliai miootr. Vide OUes Weraim, tap. vii: 

" Stroera re B i nec tefflbu., nee odoribus tumuhnt, faa c %iqn, 
quo run Jam icni S: cquus arijititur." 

" fed P oflq., S iii n,;:, Miliums ilk nanomm rs* collem fibi 

m> B .>imtliDi> cnufpir-jE t-uwr-a, (ci poll ouiium reeio dU- 
demalc cxoioatuui, flrriu thdutvni, infciendum effel cadaver," Sic. 

Steeveni. 



* fport for 



e/ i. m,fci„ ; ,„; w t,a ,« , ht f pDrt 

J ' ' , V " I0|J ™!"-"L.ji.i o rl i-.:i,:„ui( l>e;o„d xhe ieacbe» o£ 
out toult, \e. So, la riomro cnJ Jltftd 

" O, 1 am /orla.rr'j fto/." mai.ok». 
* hjhiit ca djlpofilion,] Di/ptflin ror/,snf. 

W AE BURTON. 
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It waves you to a more removed ground : ' 
But do not go with it. 

Hoh. No, by no means. 

Ham, It will not fp^ak; then 1 will follow it. 

Hor. Do not, my lord. 

Ham. Why, what fliould be the feat? 

I do not fet my life at a pain's fee; " 
And, for my foul, what can it do to that, 
Being a thing immortal as itfelf ? 
It waves me forth again; — I'll follow it. 

Hor. What, if it tempt you toward the flood, 
my lord, 

Or to the dreadful fummit of the cliff. 
That beetles o'er his bafc s into the fea ? 
And there affume Tome other horrible form. 
Which might deprive your fovereignty of reafon," 



' a mm* removed jmunJ .■ ] i. e. rflxgfj. So, in A Mil- 

Jumm.r XitWl Drtsx, : 

■' From Athens it her houfe rmevd (even league!." 
The firft folio reads— rimolt. Steevens. 

• fiYi/« ( ] The value ofa pio. Johnson. 

' Ttsl beellei e*«r kis Wi— } So, in Sidney's Anaii; B. I: 
" Hills lifted up their titlli brows, a! if lhey would ovetlooke the 
plealanineiTs of Ibeir under profpett." Stevens. 

T*«f beetles o'/r tii lafc — ] That har.«i t'tr liii baft, like whit 
is tailed a '■rtUi-inu,. This verb h, 1 believe, of our luthor'i 
coinage. Maloni. 

* deprive jour fovereignty cf ttafm. } i. e. your ruling 

powei i>F teaTon. When poets wi(h to iuvtll any quality or virtue 

eminente. Thus, P *nioug the Steelier. ries oi Banquo'l clurafler, 
our author diflinguiultl his wall, of nature," i. e. hil natural 

ftltflcd ihis isiflance to eij.Lin t"= Iprmrr heraufc I am told that 
" njtilij of nature" has been idly fuppaftd Iq hear fome allusion 
(a Banquo'l diflant piofped of the crown. 

F 3 



HAMLET, 



And draw you into madnefs ? think of it: 
The very place J puts toys of defperation, 4 
Without more motive-, .into every brain, 
That looks fo many fathoms to the fca, 
- And hears it roar beneath. 

Ham. It waves me Hill:— 

Go on, I'll follow thee. ■ 

Mar. You Jliall not go, ray lord. 

Ham. . Hold ciF your hand*. 

Hon. Be rul'd, you (hall not go. 

Ham. My fate cries out. 

And makes each petty artery in this body 
As hardy as the Neniean lion's nerve. 5 — 

[Ghoft beckons. 

To itpifai votir fovcrci^ntv nf rcafon, therefore iocs not fignify 
(( llflivt jl-jr pthetlj lind ij roiiJB..; psuiu, hit, 10 J.ll awn J 

^ Dr! WaiLunon »ould ilil ttprw, but fevcra! pronf- «re eivtn 
in i note to Kin? Lot, Vol. XX. p. 1:0.1, a. 7, ol Sh.kfpeare'i ute 
Of (be ™ord itfrivt, ivhith it lb« true reading. Stfkuihs. 
I believe, d<p<im in thii plate fignifiel limply to Mi my. 

' Tki 00; plw— ] Tht four following Unci added from tbe 
fiift edi.ion. ton. 



' frfMoy.i/AjJiriiiii,] T>,U for.oi.ii. 

W4UDITON. 




» Into the great Kemcan lioc'i grove." 

Our pott'i coriFurmiiij in (Lis inilauce 10 Laiio profody w» 
certainly accidental, tor" he and almolt all lUc pocti of hit lima 
difrcgitded the quantity □! Latin namei. So, io Leant, i5g5, 
[tbough undoubtedly the prnduflion ofa febolir, ] we have Anfiin 
iullejd oF^liin, !cc. Sec alto p 3S, n. 6. Uaione. 

Tl-c Hue quantity or lliii word wai rendered obvinui io SSak. 
fpeare by Twiiie'i Hanuaiioo of part of the Mwitt, and Goldin('i 
verCon of Ovid' 1 Htlmaetpheju, SteivemI. 
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Still am I call'd; — unhand me, gentlemen; — 

[Breaking from them. 
By heaven, I'll make a ghoft of him that lets 
me:'— 

I fay, away: — Go on, — I'll Follow thee- 

[Exeunt Ghoft and Hamlet. 
Hor. He waxes defperatd with imagination. 
Mar. Let's follow; 'tis not fit thus to obey him. 
Hon. Haveafier: — To what iffne will this come? 
Mar. Something is rotten in the Gate of Den- 
mark. 

Hor. Heaven will direct it.' 

Mas. Nay, let's follow him. 

[Exeunt. 

' * —r that letl iur] To lit among our old auibori GgniGei lo 
prevent, to hinder. Ii it Hill a word orient in the liw, aod La b* 
found in ilmofl ill Intel. Steeveks. 

So, in No Wit lilt a MWti'j, a cornedv by Middleton, 1657 : 
» Thai ttti her not to be your diugbttr now." 

' Utavifi sill direS ii. ] Perhapt it may bt more appofite to 
lead " Heaven will drtiH it." Fabhei. 

Martellui anfweri Ho ratio's que Won, " To whit ilToe will thii 
come?" and Horalio alfo anfwfii it himfclf with 1 pioui refijoa- 
lion, •> Heaven will ditiS it." BlAClSTQNI. 



7» 



HAMLET, 



SCENE V. 

A more remote Pari of the Platform. ■ ' 

He-enter Ghotl and Hamlet. 

Ham. Whitlier wilt thou lead me? fpeak, 111 go 

no further. 
Ghost., Mark me. 
Ham. , i ^11, 

wi? H °. ,r, -/i l My hour walmoft come. 

v\ lien I to lulphnrons and tormenting flames 
JVIufl render up niyielf. 

Ham - Alas, poorghoft! 

Ghos t. -Pity me not, but lend thy ferious bearine 
To what I (hall unfold. 

Ham - Speak, I am bound to hear. 

Ghost. So art thou to revenge, when thou fliak 
hear. 

Ham. What? 

Ghost, I am thy father's fpirir; 
poom'd for a certain term to walk the night ■ 
And, for the day, eonfin'd to fafl in fires, 8 

' D A°.T'i h \ *!"'•» >'"* '> *»" «< «eii; 

o*IT v »i,h ,1',. ."i ' ' '' ''■„ f=l! - ! ""- I c <"""« * fimilir 





He mifeft „f hell, (hall t 



Na(h, in his /-,(,(, />„„,/,/, 
hsi tilt fame ,d fa : ■' Wliclhe, 
diikneli, wLete mta /„ aia 




PRINCE OF DENMARK. ?3 



Till the foul crimes, done in my days of nature. 
Arc burnt and purg'd away. 5 Bnt that I am ioi bid 
To teli the fcciets of my prifon-huule, 



taimtui. Chauce 
wife it fit eautU 
Hi Da)tt, bt, I. . 



love's l*JI,ng pain." SI EE VE«J. 

This nairap.es reaui.t, ng amend met. As fpirits wtre fuppnftci 

reigtitbstouQdciciit one oUhe puuilhn.cnLs"ii>li,acd on I c gritted. 

Tbtunic h:U in.o'lllc^' punyuon'Lf l\, .It ■, "i^'*. n r u ...... v i " \nJ it 

iioblervablc, that »htn th( E !ir.a iiiinrm. Hamlet o( Ms doo.n there, 

•' Till Ikt pal crimu imi In *jj flays t>J UIBK 

" Ati burnt and pttri>*d away, — " 
The (xprcHiou ii vtry limilar to tin liifhnp's. I will give you hit 
neifion as coticifely as I can: " [t ii i ncdeful Ihyng to titffcr p nil 
and lorment; — Sum in [tie wyodii, Turn under the waiter, and in 
the fire utl.ir fum : thus the mouy vices — 

" ConlratAk in the eorpis he jinn! hthj 

*' And pargii." — Suit limi 0/ L,„adiis, fol. p 101. 

Farm 11. 

Shakrpcare might Lave found this eipreffmn in ~hr HjSari! of 
HaMlt, hi. I, P. 2. edit. 1608 I He Tel fire la the (bore Cornell 
of the hal. in futh fott, ilia! of all that were a* then therein not 
one efcaped away, but were forced to fugi Hn'r frsmi to) frit." 



loi.trjk'-.it iu the corpis Le done : 
iud purj.it." 
Che very uordl of our Liturjy, i 



id ~ lih£ (111(1 i tai dim twaj." Y/H Au.it. 



74 HAMLET, 

1 could a tale nnFold, whole lighted word 

Would harrow up thy foul; freeze thy young blood; 

Make thy two eyes, like flars, Hart from their 

Thy knotted and combined locks to part, 

And each particular hair to (land on end, 

Like quills upon the fretful porcnpine : ' 

Hut this eternal blazon mull not be 

To ears of flcih and blood: —Lift, lift, O lift! — 

If thou didft ever thy dear father love, 

Ham. O heaven ! 

Ghost. Revenge his foul and moft unnatural 
murder.* 



■ Mali fii two efts. till Jttii, flail from Ibeir fphereii] So, i« 

our poet' i ioSiIi Sonnet: 

» How have mine tja oat oj tiilr ffhim tun Jlllid, 
"In ihe diHisajon of this madding fever ! " Malone. 

* fftlful f ifcirfinc.- ] The quartos read — /iar/u! kc. EilheC 

rpithet may Cave. Tiiil animal is a. or.ee irafciblc and limid. the 
time image occurs in The Ktmiiui •/ rsi Hlfl, where Chaucer i> 
dtftribing^lhc p=iro.ia e e ol «\sjijir 

An urchin il a hedge-Log. 

The old topics, however have — p '■rptnlim, which ii frequently 
written by our ancient poeis inflrsd oF ftriupiat. So, in Siialililia, 
a collection nT Epigrams, Saiire., Sec. i5o3 t 

" JV/Mlin.-bacted, for he liei on ihornei." Stlevehs. 

* Rmtngt hii Jeul cxJ Kbfl mutual main. ] As a proof that 

aSerltd'by Mr. Holt in Ur. Joh'nion'i Appendix, I mJft borrow, 
as usual, from Dr. farmer: Shall [[.tare is laid tn have been no 
ttlriordiniry actor; and that the iup nf hii performance was ihe 
Gtioft in bis.owa «.«!((. Yet ibis thtf fo**vr, did not pleafe: I 

year E i 5n6, a pamphlet called Wit ' Mi/m<, or lit Wa,U's Hadtu/i, 
iijmmtg Ihi in»n»U Dnil, 0} th. Agi, qatilo. One of titer, 
devils is, f/j/r-virfur, or /orrco' Jit another ui'j gttil Jvcitjft, who, 
fays Ihe doaur, /*u(< isii<r, and looks ai pale ai liTe vizard 

of [be GhJ, which eiied to mifeiably at the tbeatix, Hanlil n. 
wn;e." Slfivmi, 
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Ham. Murder? 

Ghost. Murder mofl foul, as in the bell it is ; 
But this mofl foul, flrange, and unnatural. 

Ham. ,Ha(le me to know it; that 1, wilh wings 
as fwifc 

As meditation, or the thoughts of love, 4 
May fwecp to my revenge. 

Ghost. I find thee apt; 

And duller fliould'fl thou be than the fat weed 
That rots itlclf in eafe on Lethe wharf,* 



I fufpta tfaal tiiii a.oit wai levelled not ai Shakrpeare, but at 
the ptrforn.tr ol the Glioft in id older play on (bit filled, ex- 
hibited bvfore .5Sn. See A- Ailimfi Is ajtntain lU tmii 0/ 
Jfttrti Maji, Vol. II. M»lj>ne. 

' Ai ntMlttiu, or Hi Ht H kts tj In/,] Thil fitnilitudc it ex- 
tiemely btauliful. The word iWilafios ii tonff cmsd, by the mj/licil, 

jofmeoi of the fuprcme eood. So [hit Hamlet, lonndering with 
v/hlt to tooipa.c [he fwiflncfi of fail KVH|[, ll.oofcj two of till 

in an mthvftjt and 1 !mr! Wahustqm, P 
It U }*™ m jom£V h ' V "" d nU """ n " f ° 1 "S* D,0U '' ' 11 1 °P e 
1 ini iafhr fiinldf Hon (e (Ian lis /«/ o«J 
' Tin/ roll if/*// " ■"/' "> I S!iskr P eare, apparently 

through ignorance, mafcei Romio Caiholiek. of Ihefr Pagan Dines; 




Ti<.f rois .'//,(/ fai <i/l fee.] The quarto read,— That roa/J itlelf. 
Mr. Tope follows ii. Ouray hai Hit fame thought: 

" ——like acoarfc aod nfclcd doo^faill weed 
'• Fix"<l to one fpot, and rot jnft 11 I grow.'' 
The fuperioriir of the reading of tlie folio ii to me appaieoii 
to beio a treftent Hate (i. t. 10 ,00/ iifrlf ) affordi an idra of adi- 
yliy ; to ill better fuiti with the dulutfi and inadiou to which tb* 



HAMLET, 



Would'fl thon not fiir in this. Now, Hamlet, hear : 

'l is given out, that, deeping in my orchard, 

A Terpen: flung me; fp the whole ear of Denmark 

Is by a futgcd proccfs of my death 

Rankly abiia'd: but know, thou noble youth, 

The ferpent, that did fling thy father's life. 

Now wears his crown. 

Ham. O, my prophetick foul J my uncle! 

Ghost. Ay, that in ce flu cms, thai adulterate beaft, 
With witchcraft of his wit,' with traiiorous gifts, 
(U wicked wit, and gifts, that have the power 
So to feduce!) won to his fhameful luft 
1 he will ofmy mod feeming -virtuous (jueen: 
.O. Hamlet, what a falling-off was there! 
From me, whofe love was of that dignity. 



G : ioft rcfcri. Beaumont and Ftetiher have a ihouglil [omewliat 
CioiUr in Tii Himoreu Liflmtti : 

" This dull root piutlt'd from LMt'i ilood." Steevehs. 

The folio 
line of ilic 

crigioal eopy. became to rc*l il/ilf is a natural and eafy phrjle, 
but t 10 >fl iifeif," riot Englith. Indreci in psntial the rudingi 

to be deparijd fiom, without very firon-; reafon. 7ia( moll il/clf 
in lift, vneitni, whofe Qu^iih roni it i '-\y emended. 

The modern tdiion ceud — Lelili viliarf; but Hit reading of 
the old copy is right, So, in Sir Alton Cotkain'j poems, 1658, 
p. 177: 

" Ncsileacd call all ium Ulki *MALON£. . 

That Shatfptare fuppoftd — io/j ilftlf, in be Enclilh, is evident 
from hit "avian nfed the fame phraf* in Anlnj mad Clisfslra .- 
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That it went hand in liand even with the vow 

I made to her in marriage ; and to decline 

Upon a wretch, whole natural gifis were poor 

To thole of mine! 

But virtue, as it never will be mov'd. 

Though lewdncfa court it in a fliape of heaven; 

So ln£l, though to a radiant angel link'd, 

Will fate itfelf in a celcftial bed, 

And prey on garbage* 

But, foft! metliinks, I fee nt the morning air ; 
Brief let mc be: — Sleeping within mine orchard,' 
My cuftom always of the afternoon, 
Upon my Tecure hour thy uncle dole, 
With juice of curfed liebcnon in a vial* 



■ fat, Ufilf in * aUjll.l hi, 

ini prey on eaTLiip.:. | i rj ,: I.l.ic imaje occurs again ia Cjrafi/iec 

ravening fi.ll 

" The limb, hup tfia fat He gatfap." SrEEveNs. 
• mini oichaid,] OnUtJ for gttiin. So, in Romto eaiJuHttt 

" The ordtrd walls aic high, and liaid lo climb." 

Steevens. 

' ffiti jilu of nrM hebenon In a rial,} The word hete ufed 
was more probably dcGgoid b; 1 a ml its--/:: , t i : ' : c r of i!,c pnet or 
tranfcribir, for ijniSou, lhal is, jirr.farr; of wbitn tbe moli com- 
mon kind [b)sf<}imui ni^ir) is certainly uaialui, ami perhaps, if 
taken in a con [iJcr.ibl; iju iv :Uy, mijjNt prove poifosoui. Galea 
calls it cold in the ihiid degree) by which in tail, as well a> s/iin,, 
he terms not lo mean an actual colds tit, bui Ibe power ii has of 
fcenumhing Ibe faculties, Diofcoridcs afcribts 10 it the property of 
producing madncfr ( us JXii after jtaMiASvi). Thefe qualities iiavtt 
been tonfirmed by federal cafts reined in modem obfcivalioni. In 
Wepter we hare a good account of [lie various tir.cls of ibis root 

/or flipper by miilake, mixed with fuctnry; — Ileal in the Ihioai, 
(Iddineu, dimncfi of right, and delirium, Citul. Jquelii. c. xiviii. 

So, In Drayton's Burnt' Wm, p. Ssr 

" The pois'ning kiabasi, and ilic mandrake drad." 



HAMLET, 



And in the porches of mine cars did ponr 

1 he leperous diftilmem; ' whofe crTeS 

Holds Inch an enmity with blood of man, 

That, rwift as quick-Giver, it cotirfcs through 

The natural gates and alleys of the body; 

And, with a hidden vigour, it doth poflet 

And enrd. like eager droppings into milk, 

Ihe thin and whoLefomc blood: fo did it-mine ; 

And a mofl inftant tetter haik'd about, 

Mod lazar-hke, with vile and ioathfome craft, * 

All my finooih body. 

Thns was 1, fleeping, by a brother's hand. 
Of life, of crown, of queen, at once defpatch'd : * 
Cut off even in ttie bio (Toms of ray fin, s 
Unhoufei'd, difappointed, unancl'd ; c 

Apain, in the PbilofopheVl 41b. Slliie of Man, by Robert An to a, 

" The poilWd \mUfi, whole cgld juite doih till." 
. In Mnrlowe'lj^ tj Nell*, i633, Ihe »M ii written,!* a. dif- 
ferent manner : 

" the blood of Hydra, Lerna'i bane, 

" The juice of rtrfoi, and Caeyr.ni' breath." Steivf.hs. 
* TAe i^crouj dMiiinenl ; J So, in rainier', PaUti of Ptiafmt, 

Vol. II. p. " which being onte poUcfTed. nrvcr leiv=l(i 

the patient till it ha Hi enfeebled his flue, like i lie oujlitie of poiftm 

Surely, (he lepeioui HJMmtnt Ugnifici the waitr iiJ,itliiUo<n hen- 
bane, that luijfequenily occaGoned Icpiofy. Stehvihs. 
* at enci defpateb'd i] D </>.<(! V; lor btt.jl. 

a mm, who vu actidcuiaUy drowned, Ii introduced at makiug the 
time tomplaint. STrtvENS. 

6 UnUuJiVd, iifapchui, uwVd;} Uvhtvfrfi ii without having 

DifippoinltJ, II Dr. J<.hnf<.n obfervei, "is the fame >l tnap. 
ftintti, and may be properly eiplaiued unfitpartd, A uu wall 
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No reckoning made, hut fent to my account . 
With all my imperfections on my head: 

furninSed with things nectffary far an euicTprifc, wis fiitl to be well 
*tft»Ui." 

This tiplanation of difappnnltd may be touolenanctd by i quo. 
lalioo of Mr. Uptons f.om !H(*/ur« /or M M /ur«.- 

" " Therefore your beB /ppointaini mate with fpeed.'" 
lobelia, at 'Mr. Malont ic-miiki, is lUe fptatcr, and her brother, 
who i-ai condemned to die, is the peifon addteffed. 

Uttanf J it without extrenje unaion. 

I fhall now Tubjoio n many notes si arc neccITsry for the fupporl 
of the £rft and [bird of thefe eiplanaliodi. 1 adminiflir the balk 
only, not fuppoGog aoy reader will be fouod who it de&roui to 
/wallow the whole Ircc. 

In the Tata Rtjfnfis we meet with two of theft wordi — "Th« 
monks Offering thcmfelves to peiform all priellly funflioct of Asu/d- 
ng, and tttjUns" ifljii.f ii milprinted for tntjlisg. ^ 

See Mori tAiHn, p. iii. c. 17J: "So when lie wai lltflUi 



thefe words; " Of the maontr of litis interdiction of thUlaode have 
I feen dy'yerfe opynyons, as fame iher be that faye that the lande 
wis iulerdyled thorwly and the churthii and houfyi of rclygyoa 
clofyd, that no where wis ufed male, nor dyvyne feivyce, by wliithe 
reatou none of the V[I fanaoicnlil all this termc Ihould be royuyflred 
or octupyed, nor chylii crjjlmd, nor man na<\jijtd nor mcrr)<d ; but 
it wai not to ftraight. For ihere were dyycilc placys in Englond, 
which were octupyed with dyvyui ftryyte all lint feafon by ly- 
tente purchafed than or before, alfo chyldren were tbryilcu.d 
throughc all the lande and men knjilji and amljd. Fol. i±. Sep. 
lima Pars Johmnis. 

The Anglo-Saxon noun.fubilaniiyes Ufel, (the eucbarifl) and ,ll 
(oil) are plainly the roots ol thefe laB-quoted rompouod adjeaives — 
For the meani.ig fll the affix an to llie lafl, 1 quoit SpclmiQ'a 

'mtjjrii nalad'unif gratia, ytl ad fitguUrl tliflld, vel Sl«tan demon- 
flrandum." Hrtut em/yd IhoutJ fetm to liguify lUti or mnthUd 
by way of eminent*, i. e. hiving leceivcd extreme undiuu. For 



8a HAMLET, 

O*, horrible! O, horrible! motl horrible! * 
If iboa haft nature in ihce, bear it not; 
Let not the royal bed of Denmark be 
A couch for luxury" and damned inceft. 
But, howTuever u.ou puriu'it this aft, 
*J aim not thy mind, nor let thy foul contrive 
Againfl thy mother aught; leave her lo heaven. 
And to thofe thorns that in her bofom lodge, 
To prick and fling her. Fare thee well at once! 
The glow-worm irjows the maiin to be near, 
And 'gins to pale his unefftc'lual (ire:* 

llie confirmation of the fente given heir, Ihere it the ftrongeft In- 
ternal evidence iu the pillage, t he h.rloriau it fpeafci,,, of the VII 

liige. auricular toufLfhon, tilt i::. Lirjji, and /i'. -iik unHian. 

The antiquary ii denied lo conluli the edition of Fabian, printed 
by Fynfon, tSltj, becaufe there are when, and I renumber 10 have 
fit,, one in the Bodleian Library at Oifoid. with a continuation in 
the end of Queen Mary, London, iSao, iu which the language U 
much roodernilcd. Brand. 

1 0. ienitlii 0, ienUlr I mejl itnibli .'] It vu ingtnioufly 

fo^iil^iTi^^Vofc'mouih il i> a I'roper a..t^"i!r/l C ™li°riurtoilf 
and who, according 10 the praSice of the Huge, m Jy be fappoled 

'"•'Tccuttjs, ljury — j i. e^follWnf/i. So, in iC. Liar .- 
- TVt /lUMtfj, pell-mell, for I lack foldk.s." STisviva, 
Set Vol. XVI. p. 410 and 4 53. MnurNB. 

s f a U hii laijjiiiaai firll] i. t. foiuing without hen. 

Waeburt'ow. 

To fult ii a verb ufed by L«dy Elizabeth Carew, in her Txagidf 
tj Muhm, ( 6i3: 

.< Death can fa-f as well 

" A cheeltofiorei, asa cheek lefi brt E hr:" 
Again, in Uiry'. Chauetr, p. 368 : " lilt llcrre fehU hei whita 
cber.i by llie ILlinhel of the foone," Stc. 

OnijfMtiU jut. 1 belie™, rather pawns, fir* that it no longer 
feen -nen the light of morniug approachci. So, iu Piruiu, Prist* 
ffly,, 1609. 

j « like a (ft™ ipj™.— 

•• The which hath lite in datkucii, none in light." 

' Stbiveri. 
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Adieu, adieu, adieu ! remember rae. * 



[Exit. 



Ham. O all you hofl of heaven ! O earth ! What 
elfe? 

And (hall I couple hell ?— O fie ! 3 — Hold, hold, my 

"heart ; 

And you, my finews, grow not in ft ant old, 

But bear me ftiffly up !— Remember thee? 

Ay, thou poor ghoft, while memory holds a feat 

In this diflraeted globe. 4 Remember thee? 

Yea, from the table oT my memory 5 

I'll wipe away all trivial fond records. 

All Jaws of books, all forms, all prcCnres paft, 

That youth and obfervation copied there; 

And thy commandment all alone (hall live 

Within the hook and volume of my brain, 

Unmix' d with bafer matter: yes, by heaven; 

O molt pernicious woman! 

O villain, villain, fmiling, damned villain ! 

My tables, — meet it is, 1 fet it down, 6 

* idin, adin, adiia! tc] The folio read) : 

Aiita, adiiu, Hamlet! Ttmtnbir mi STrEVChS. 
" Op!] Tilth wold, [which hurt the mciftrs, ami 

futpededa, ,u interpolation,) are found only in [be two carlicft 
quartos. STtlVtKJ. 



A;, litu feur gKoJt, while memory holdl a. Teat 
In tlii-. itiilraflrii globe.] So, in ant poEt'i lild Sonnet: 



« Han ficul!r iy ''aim tz jidjijt " MALUKU. 

ilu iip. Bid ghti.) i. 1. .in il.ii bend cor.fv.red Miilt 

thought. SiuvtM. 1 " 

* ft*, ftm the table ofmymen.ory_] Tliii expreffion Unfed 
by Sir Pl.ilip Sidney in hi; Dljmtt tf Pcffit. MALONP. ' 

6 Uj tablet,— mill i! is. 1 fit it iauB,\ Tiiis it a ridicule on the 
practice of lite time. Hall fayt, iu bit character ol the fypvcriiti 



' Rmmbcr thtit 
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HAMLET* 



That one may fmile, and fmilc, and be a villain; 
At Uaft, 1 am fuyc, it may be fo in Denmark : 

[ Writing. 

So, uncle, there you are. Now to my word ; ' 
It is, Adieu, adieu! r member mt. 
I have fwoia't. 

Hort. [ WUkin,] My lord, my lord,—— 



lafiou. Hamlet ivailt himfclf o 
caution obterved by llit dodor in the fifth id of Maitilk : 
fet down whatever lOmii from bcr, lo filitfy wy i 
ihe more flrongly." 

" Mr. Farinir't remirk, however, ai 10 Ihe frequent ufe of 
. table-booti, may be fupported by many infant! ■, So, in [hi 
laduBioo to Tit Maitmlnl, 1604: I tell you I im one (hit 
bath fern this play often, and Lao give them Intelligence for their 
adion : I hive molt of the jeftiofil here in my taiU-iett," 
Again, in Unit Satrijiu, i633 ; 

" You are one lovei courldiip : 

" Tou bad Tome thange ofwoTtlii 'twere do loft labour 

>' To fluff your UU,.htis." 
Agiin, in -fn/oniVr Rtvngt, ifol : Baiurdo drawi out hi. mrt- 
lag.Mlu and write. — 

very good word)." 



e filled with fhoct note) of ihe fermon, »od ai thi 
ti of ihe play. M*LO»e. 
' — -fa" I' ajwsrd,] Hamkt alludei to the vufek-atti 
given every day in military feivice, ul.id. at thi> time he fa,, 
It. Aim, tihu! rcnumrtr a*. So, iu Hi LnviCi CUitn, a tragedy, 
ifioj : 

' " Now to my xttii-wtri ~— ," Smvtn», 
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Mar. [Within.] Lord Hamlet,— 

Hon. [ Wilkin.] Heaven fecure him ! 

- Ham. Sobeir.! 

Mar. [Within.] lllo, ho, ho, my rord! 

Ham. Hillo, ho, ho, boy ; come, bird,, come. s 

Enter Horatio and Marcellus: 

Mar. How is't, my noble lord? 

Hor. . What news, my lord? 

Ham. O, wonderful! 

Hor; Good my lord, tell id 

.Ham. No; 
You will Teveal it. . . 

Hon. Not 1, my lord, by heaven. 
Mar. / Nor I, my lord. 

Ham. How fay you then; would heart of man 
once think it?— 
But yon'll be fecret,— 
, Hor'. Mar. Ay, by heaven, my lord. 

Ham. J here's ne'er a villain, dwelling iu all 
Denmark, 
But he's an arrant knave, 



to' Ibtir haivt id the air, when \hcy would h: 

thtlD. HAhKES. 

Thii txpreflion ii ufed in Marfton'i Cudi Court;;™, and hf 
many oihcn among the old dramqiica. writcn. 

It appears from all theft palligei, that it wai ibe fikoneri' call, 
.(Sir T. Hanrotr hai obrtivcd. 

Again, io Tjtt'i Reuri, S M, St t, phntti eganfi Iki Weill »f M(- 
Uutoi), Itc. 410. i5g8i 

'• Yet, ere I inuinic, lie go fit ibe kyte I 

H'Ctkl, ronsi Hrt, tsnii t pox on yon, tan »ou mule?" 

G 3 
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HAMLET, 



Hor. There needs no ghoft, my lord, come from 

the grave, 
To tell ns this. 

Ham. Why, right; yon are in the right; 

And fo, withopt more circrnnftance at all. 
I hold it fit, that we drake hands, and part : 
If ou, as your bufmela, and defire, fliali point yon ;— 
For every man hath bulinefs, and defiie. 
Such as il is, — and, for my own ponr part, 
Look you, I will go pray. 

Hor. Thtfe are but wild and whirling words, 
nay lord. 

Ham. I am forry they offend you, heartily ; yes, 
'Faith, heartily. 

Hon. There's no offence, my lord. 

Ham. Yes, by faint Patrick,' but there is, Ho- 

And much offence too. Touching this vifionhere,— 
It is an honeft ghoft, thatlct me tell you: 
For your defire to know what is between us, 
O'cr-mafterit as you may. And now, good friends, 
As you are friends, fcholars, and foLdiers. 
Give me one poor reqneft. 

Hor. Whatis't, my lord? 

We will. 

Ham. Never make known what you have feen 
to-night. 



» t, f,ht Patrick,] How Hit poet comet to mike Hamlet 

fwear bv St. Patrick, I know not. However, it this lime all the 
whole norllitin world had their learning from Irehod i to which 




Dean Swifii Vei{« on the fuddeo drylng-up of St. Patrick'! 
Well, 1756." contain man; Ica.ncd illuDom lo Ihe euly culdva. 
liOD of littntwt in lrelat.d. Xiqhoij. 



□igitizod b/ Google 
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Hor. Mar. My lord, we will not. 
Ham. Nay, bnt fwear't. 

Hor. In faith, 

My lord, not I. 

Mar. Nor I, my lord, in failh. 

Ham. Upon my fword. 

Mar. We have fworn, my lord, already. 

Ham. Indeed, npon my fword, indeed. 

Ghost. [Beneath.] 'Swear. 

Ham. Ha, ha, boy! fay 'ft thou fo? art thou 
there, true-penny ?* 
Come on, — yon hear this fellow in the cellarage, — 
Confent to fwear. 

Hor. Propofe the bath, my lord. 

Ham. Never to fpeak of this that you have feen, 
Swear by my fword. 3 



• ' iwt.f ntttt *] Tbli ward, M well 11 fame of Hjunbtt 

" Ilia, bo, ho, bo ; art there old Ti J-pim} V 

Stuvmu. 

* Sailer b) my Jaori.] Hire the poet hat preferred Iht minnin 
of lUe ancient Dmes, with whom ii wn ictigitn 10 fwear upon 
their hotdt. See Btriieiiinu, Di aufii iutimft. mltl. afu/t Dm. 

Wibbubtoh. 

t wai once inclinable 10 Ihli opinion, which ii likewife well 
defended by Mi. Upton ; but Mr. Girtiek produced rue a piffage, 

lo fwcir upon the fword. that ii, upou the ctofi which the old 
fwoidi alwayi bid upoo the bilt. Johnson. 

Shakfpeare, itiimore thin probable, knew notniof; of the ancient 
Dines, or their mannert Every eima from Dr. Firoer'i pam- 
phlet mull prove ai iii(lru&We to tlie reader ai the following t 

" In ibe Pajai Prints of Pii-n PhmM, 
■ Diviu in his daiei dubbed knlgbtei, 
' And did them j- ;■< i.i in jaari to Terve truth erer.' 

" And in Hrimajms, ibe eoromou buti of our author, and th* 
*»iti of ih« Urns, faji Lorcnso in Pediingano ; 
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HAMLET, 



Ghost. [Bentath.] Swear. 

Ham. Hie <b ubtqutl then we'll fliift pQ( 
ground : — 
Come hither, gentlemen. 
And lay your hands again upon my fword; 
Swear by my fword. 

Never to fpeak of this that yon have heard. 
Ghost [ Beneath.] Swear by his fword. 
Ham. Well faid, old mole! can'ft work i'the 
earth fo fatl? 

' Swear on Ihil trs/i, thai what llioo fay'lt it nut : 
' But if J prove tbee pe.jur'd and unjufi. 
> Thil vety/nnrrf, whereon thou look'fi thine ojlh, 
' Shalt be a wo.kerof tbytragedy." 

be 'add'rd troih iietiwJkU, t . 664" : " Wiivirt VitTtd the cfoli of 
K. Edwiid't fword, a.i.wercavowtoHiprom.le." 

Apain, p. ic38, it ii (sid t " (hit Wai wirk drew out his tVoTd, 
which oilier of ilie honourable and worllii|iful thai were tlta 
prefent likewife did, whom tic commanded, that each ooc Ihould 
kift oihcr'i fword, according 10 an ancient cuflom aooogft men 
of war id time of great danger ; and herewith liny made a foletdn 
vow i" kt. 

Again, in Dtrker't comedy of ON Fo-fna/ar, 1600: 

" He hai f.urn 10 me on t'ie erc/i of hit pure Toledo." 
Ajain, in hii Stiircmiflixi " By tlie iic/i of ihit fword and 
dagger, captain, you Hull tiki it.'' 

' lo thr foliluquv of JIolW addrcfled to hh fiifnrd, the cro/i on 

u h no. fnrgollco : " CJpulo eburnco Clndidimmc, cn.ee autu 

fpleodljlfflm.," U. Tv,pi.iHiJI. it G.fih C*,tti M, ( uf. II. _ 

notion 'the firil feme it the Gift afl of Tki Mm, 1T™<, «/ t, 
thcoithlakcn ]>v a majfer ej dijtnet when tiil dterec wai conferred 
no him, It preferred, and rum ai foltowl; Firit you (bill 
furarc (fo help yon God and halidome, and byall iht ihrilteridome 
which God gave you at the fount. Hone, and by the ctlJi of (iii 
j*wtwkUkim% itprrfnt nuts ji* III mjc ukith our Swhm fi/mi 
_ lit msjl f4,n./ii/( dmlkt Kfsn,) that you'lhall upbolde, raiymeyne. 
and k.pe to your power ill forh artitlei ai Dial be hcare declared 
miio you and ie<rve in lh= prefrnfe of nr your maifier, and thrTs 
the rcQ of tile mai&ett my brtihtien bcare with me at [hit cyme." 
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A worthy pioneer! — Once more remove, good 
friends. 

Halt. O day and night, but this is wondrous 
flrange! 

Ham. And therefore as a firanger give it wel- 

There are more things in heaven and eartb, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in your philofophy. 
But come ; 

Here, as before, never, fo help you mercy! 

How flrange or odd foe'er 1 bear myfelf, 

As I, perchance, hereafter fhall think meet 

To put an antick difpofuion on, — ■ 

That yon, at fuch times feeing me, never fhall. 

With arms encamber'd thus, or this head-lliake, 

Or by pronouncing of fome doubtful phrafe, 

As, Well, well, we know;— or, We could, an if we 

would;- -or, // we UJl lojpeak;— or, There be, anif 

they might; 5 — 

Or fuch ambiguoos giving out, to note 

Thatyon know aught of mc: " — This do yonfwear,' 

Spentetobtervei lhalihe Ititfa in hii lime uTed comtnooly to twtn 
by their tword. See hi. Vi,w if Ik, Stall ej hri**d, viittrn in 
1S06. Tbit cullom, indeed, ii of ihi lligllcS Mlliqnilj j Lairiog 
prevailed, ai we learn fcam Luclin, among ibe Scyihiani. 

* Aai tklrtftTt u a Jl'angiT gipt it allcomij] i. e. rectivt ii 10 
youilelf ; late it undct your o»n loof ; si much ai to "fay, Ktif f 
Junt. Alluding 10 ill e laws of hofpiiality. War>uri-oh. 

Wirbuiton rclincj too much on thii paflige. Hamlet meant 
merely [0 requell tint they would Item not 10 know ii — to tie 
unacquainted with it. M. Mabok. 

• « if tbey m>«(;] Thm the quarto-. The folio nidi— 

an if Kir* might. Malonr. , 

« Or/.c. giving ,ut, to note 

Tim lira tntw mijll aj ni :] The conli™aion it irregular and 
elliptical. Swear as before, faji Hamlet, thai jou never fiuU by> 



BS HAMLET, 

So grace and mercy at your mod need help you ! 
■Ghost. [Beneath.] Swear. 

Ham. Relt, reft, perturbed fpirit! 8 — So, gCIltle- 



Agaiii in ihe fim* play; " No mo.e of this, Helena ; — ) C R ,ii be 
railKt thought yoa alliii a Imrour, ihio io havi ;" where he aught 
to have written fin IMje* Uvt: or, irj jo« ratiir i< ;Acn£*t ft 
#»•/!"••. loh.ve. 



Having ufcH iht u'o-d .io<r In the piccerlinii put of the fentenre, 
ihil van ■»» iluK — ] ihi poet confidtrid ihe ut^llm implied 

? TtU dt jsn /v«r, it-] The folio rtadi, — Ylij no( /a rfo, 

aear, frt. Stmvehs. 
i)uior is ufid here as. in many other plactt, ai a diQyllable. 

Htre again my untutored *»■ revolt from a new dilTy liable ; 
or havr I ft! up Led, like my pitJecellots, 10 fupj.ly the pronoun 
-i 'ii, whim inutt accidentally hzvt diop[ictl out of a line tiiat it 
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With all my love I do commend me to you : 

And what fo poor a man as Hamlet is 

May do, to exprefs His love and friending to you, 

God willing, (hall not lack. Let 08 go in together; 

And Hill your fingers 011 your Hps, ■ 1 pray. 

The time is out of joint; — O enrfed fpitc! 

That ever I ivas born to fet it right! 

Kay, come, let's go together. [Extant. 

nania! flride «ri difciiminaiing armour, vifible only f" &f«"» 
Imam, by itae gilropfcs of ibe moon —by its long uciiurnity,— 
by us preparation 10 'peak, wfcto Interrupted by On morning 
liefc.-by 1M my»«iow refe.ve ihrou E !,oo.t ... n,ft f«« "■»'■ 

Himlfl by hi, tcfolm« ueparlnrs wiih ii, and Lhe Inblcqucot 

„f .ttcndaiti.—by hs cornicing him to s fohni* 
aufle uf li.. plitforni.—by ill nokefrom braemh the carth.—iud 
by 11, ,-!.tsi;j£ie<l hurft on us in the llofet. 

H.mlel't inn. view will. Hit fpcan, mull in parlieular be 

repar.lrii a Unite uf d.amnitk artifice. The phi.uom might 
liai-t lold bis ilorv in the preterite of tlit officer! and Horatio, and 



Tbt CJheft in [hit truMtly, LI jllowed to be the genuine pronufl 
of Slukfpeaie'i Iborm iraigimuoii. When lie siierwards avuti 
|iin.Wf of traditional puaitlomi, »< in JuNm C*>r, and JCuf 
JlicUrif H/ they are but inrHicieie-ul pageant! ; nay, ihe sppan- 
tin,, of fianquo 11 a muleenbibiior. Perljapi our poet delpaucdto 
equal Ihe visour of his tidy concepiinns on the rubjeB Of preler- 
n a mill beingd mnd therefore allotted ihem no fmilur emintnteis 
hiidiai.i's i o. uu u „wi;i,„jto iiiminiih the power ofbii principal 
fliiHe , by an iriudiiioui lenctiiion of lonzenial iwag". 

. muni. 



HAMLET, 



ACT II. SCENE I. 

A Room in Polonius's Boujc. 

Enter Polomus and Revnaldo.* 

Pol. Give him this money, and thefe notes, Rey- 

naldo. 
Rev. I will, my lord. 

Pol. You fhall do marvellous wifely, good Rey- 

naldo. 

Before yon vilit him, to make inquiry 
Of his behaviour. 

Rey. My lord, 1 did intend it. 

Pol. Marry, well faid : very well faid. ° Look 
you, fir. 

Inquire me firft what Danlkers 3 are in Paris ; 
And how, and who, what means, and where they 
keep. 

What company, at what cxpence ; and finding, 
By this encompaffmentand drift oFquedion, 
1 hat they do know my fon, come you more nearer 
Than your particular demands will touch it : * 

• Enlir Folonim a:J Rtrpnildo.] TUc qmrloi rtad — Enttr eld 
Folo.itu uiti li'i man or two. STEEVeKS. 

■ faj, „ n /aid.] Thui >lfa, itit «t>k *od 

tcdioj. Sbjllow hyt 10 Baidolpti, in ilic Sccaad-PiK of Ki-.g 
IV. Att III. fc li: It i> welt hi.:, iir | j,.,: it ii well hid 

iadttd ioo." SlEtVENt. ' 

' Danfltn-] Dmjli (in Wirntr's AltMi EngUnJ] it 

tile inricoL uaidc or Dmnilrk. SrnvLni. 

liaa jtttftTtittltr itsnii will tin'k it ■■] 1 [;r. Lie cdiiiom 
mi, aud point, ibui t 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. gi 



Take yon, as 'twere, fome diftant knowledge of 
him ; 

As thus,— I know his father, and his friends. 

And, in part, him; — Do you mark this, Reynaldo? 

Key. Ay, very well, my lord. 

Pol. And, in part, him ;— .but, you may fay,— not 
well: 

Bat, iff bike I mean, he's very wild; 
AittiHtd fo and fa ; — and there put on him 
What forgeries you pleafe ; many, none fo rank 
As may dishonour him ; take heed of that; 
But, fir, fuch wanton, wild, and ufual flips. 
As are companions noted and uioft known 
1 o youth and liberty. 

Rly. As gaining, my lord. 

Pol. Ay, or drinking, fencing, fwea'ring, 1 quaff 
telling, 

Drabbing: — You may go fo far. 



Rey. My lord, that would difhonour him. 
■Pol. 'Faith, no; as yon may feafon it. in the 




9* HA ML E T, 

You mud no,t put another fcandal on him,' 
That he is open to i neon tine ncy ; 
That's not ray meaning : * but breathe hisfanlts fo 
quaintly, 

That they may feem the taints of liberty : 
The flafb, and out-break of a ficty mind j 
A favagenefs 3 in unreclaimed bloo d. 
Of general affault. 1 

Key. But, my good lord, ■ 

Pol. Wherefore fiiould you do this? 

Rev - Ay, my lord, 

I would know that. 

Pol. Marry, fir, here's my drift ; 

And, Ibelievc, it is a fetch'of warrant : 3 
Yon laying thefe flight fullics on my fon. 
As 'twere a thing a little ibii'd i'the working, 
Mark you, 

Your party in convcrfe, him you would found. 
Having ever feen, in the prenominate crimes, 4 
The youth you breathe of, guilty, be affur'd, 
He clofes with yon in this coufequence; 

T -nnoihtr f aiM on Urn,] That the old iditiooi. Mr. 

__ anot he. /;,Mi a ;_] i. e. qvC r r discreet ind more fcao- 
dilori. hi mnc'y habiLujI incontintney. Mr. Theobald in 
hil SMfpw R;'hr,J propoltd id rtid—tn -itir fcandal on him ; 

permit you lo jctufc hira'o f Jribbing. M. \UsOH. 

• Oj gtwal fl/juK.] i. e. fucb n yomb, in general it luble to, 



qujfin rcidj,-i fcttii of ail. Stbsveks. 
1 — — prsuomiujiB crirasi,] i. e . criinci already named. 
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Good fir, orfo; s or friend or gentleman,^- 
According to the phrafe, or the addition. 
Of man, and country. 

Rey. Very good, my lord. 

Pol. And then, fir, does he this, — He does — 
What was I about to fey? — By tht maf's, I was about 
to fay fomething: — Where did I leave? 

Rey. At, clofes in the confequence. 

Pol. At, clcfesin the confeqnence,*— Ay, marry; 
He clofes with you thus r — / know the gentleman S 
I jaw himyrjierday, or t 'other day ', 
Or then, or then ; with juch, or fuel: ; and, as you fay, 
There was he gaming; there c'l/look in his roufe; 
there failing out at tennis : or, pcrchanee, 
J faw him enter fuch a houfe of fate, 
(Videlicet, a brothel,) or fo forth.— 
See you now; 

Your bait of falfehood takes this carp of troth : 
And thus do we of wifdom and of reach, 
With ivindlaces, and with affays of bias, 
By indiredions find directions out ; 
So, by my former leflure and advice, 
Shall yon ray fon: Yon have me, have you not? 
Rey. My lord, I have. 

Pol. Godbewi'yon; fare yon well. 
Rey. Good my lord, 

1 Ctti fir, ir fo;! I fuTpta. (wild Mr. TyiwUtl,) that iho 
pail wroie — Good Et, or jSvot fiitnd, itc. In ihe lili =3 of 

tbij plif, /o ii ufed for ji jeilh .* " Fix F.'tnili iipicll and 

poniard), wjlb Ibtir affirm, as gitdli, hangct, jnd jo." 

Malcisi. 

* At. ib/n i* lit ctnfiquttci,] Tlim iht quarto. The folio adet — 
M fiitnd, or To, or gcniltiuiq. MaMJUi. 



94 HAMLET. 

Pol. Obferve his inclination in yotirfelf.* 

Rey. J'ffaall. my lord. 

Pol. And let him ply his muficfc. 

Re*. Well, my lord. 

[Exit. 

Enter Ophelia. 

Pol. Farewell! — How now, Ophelia? what's th« 
matter? 

Oph. O, my lord, my lord, I have been fo af- 
frighted! 

Pol. With what, in the name of heaven ? 

Oph, My lord, as I was fewing in my clofet. 
Lord Hamlet, — with his doublet all unbraced; 
No bat upon his head ; his ilockings fonl'd, 
Ungarter'd, and down- gyved 10 his ancle ; 1 
Pale as his fliirt; his knees knocking each other; 
And with a look fo piteous in purport, 
As if he had been looftd out of hell. 
To fpeak oi horrors, — he comes before mej 

Pol. Mad for thy love? 



' in JflvrJWf] Sir T. Tfenntr rtJ.lt,— t'«f yonrTtlf, and 

II followed by Dr. WaiburUQI bui ptiliaps is yourftlF mtui, ■'■ 
WWH by fple.. Johnson. 
Tht miming hems to V,t— Tht Uraptatlom yon f«l, fufptfl in' 
him, and bt waithfUl ol ib«m. So. in a [ub/equenL teene; 
" Fnr by the imagt ol my raufc, I fee 
" Tht poiirailur. ofhii." 
Again in Timsi .- 

I wtigh my fpienri i afftaion with my o-o." C. 

] Dtwn*gvU a 

einfiuic 

• inclci. Stifvihs. 
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Oph. _ My lord, I do not know; 

But, truly, I do fear it. 

Pol. What faid he? 

Oph. He took me by the wrift, and held me hard; 
Then goes he to the length of all his arm ; 
And, with his other hand thus o'er hts brow, 
He falls to fuch perafal of my face, 
As he wonld draw it. Long ftay'd he fo ; 
At Jaft,_ a little fhaking of mine arm, 
And thrice his head thus waving up and down;— ^ 
He rais'd a figh To piteous and profound, 
As it did feem to fliatter all, his bulk,' 
Andcndhis being: That done, helets mego: 
And, with his head over his fbouldcr turn'd, 
Hefeem'dto find his way without his eyes; 
For out o'doors he went without their helps. 
And, to the lad, bended their light on me. 

Pol. Come, go with me; 1 will go feek the king. 
This is the very ecftafy of love; 
Whole violent property forcdocs itfclf," 
And leads the will to defperate undertakings, 
As oft as any paflion under heaven, 
That docs afflict our natnres. ] am ferry,— 
What, have you given him any hard words of late? 
Ofh. No, my good lord ; but, as you did com- 
mand, 

I did repel his letters, and deny'd 
His accefs to me. 

^» all til bulk,] i. ( . all bit bii,. So, Id Til Stf, ./ 

" Iter hurt 

" Etaiiog htr isit, lint hii fund Qufccuwhhil." 
SteVoIi XV.p. 504,0. *. Malohe. 

--- t.i! C j uf , i:j<:f.\ lajwd, i. to d.Brpr. So, io Olhlll: 
" Thai lithn matci mt, or Jntiiu tat quite." 
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HAMLET, 

That hath made him mad. 



Iam forry, that with better heed, and judgement, 
1 had not cjnoted him:* 1 lear'd, he <iiti buttiifle. 
And mean; Co wreck thee ; btii.btfhrew my jcaloufy ! 
Ii feems, it is as proper to onr age 
To call beyond ourlelvcs in our opinions, 
As it is common For the younger fort 
To lack difcietiun. 1 Come, go W e to the king: 




" Found all ihifc fignt," it. 
Again, in Til "Wit Hit,: by IScaumcnl and Flc'ih.r, Ihe in- 
telligencer fayi,— » I'll jus/i him lo ■ littf«," i. t. 1 will mair. or 
obfeivc him. 

To finK. ai Mr. M. Kafoa obltrvei, ii invariably ufed by 
ShAfpcare in Kill fenfe. STEIVlHIi 
So, in TkiH.ftiJLuetiu: 
" Via, Iht ill il. Hit— 

" Will jueif my lualhrd Irrfpars in my looti." 
In lliii fiSi«c, in ihe original edition of 1594, ihe word i) 
written alt, a it it in the quarto eopy of (hit play. Ii it merely 
Ihe old or lonupi tpclliii B of [hi word. Sec Vol. VII. p. 17!., 
n. S, and p. 368, n. S.\ Vol. IX. p. iSj, n. 1; and Vol. XI. 
p. 41S, n. 5. In Mi-.IWi Di3. 1617, :wi End, "To quill. 



garni k ciflinguuiii." See alTo Cotj.ave'i DiB. 16111 "Quale.. 
Tn ;uali or morii in the maigcni ; 10 noic by ibe way." 



To i'a< i eijcni-.on.) Thii is noi the remark of 1 irrak mm. 




Nomtrii enira frribtn.ts ftotcnli« (ua 



Maione. 




much fufpitiou. Men long atcuHomrd to 
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This mud be known ; which, being kept clofc, 

might move 
More grief to hide, than hate to niter love. 5 
Comei [Exatnh 

SCENE JI. 

A Room in the Cape. 

iShicr King, Queen, Ro$enchantz, Guildenstern, 
and Attendants. 

" King. Welcome, dear Rofencrantz, and Guil- 
denftcrn ! 

Moreover that we much did long to Tec you, 
The oejid, we have to ufe you, did provoke 
Our hafty fending. Something have you heard 
Of Hamlet's transformation; fo I call it, 




The qnarloi read' — By Allien it ii at proper fcc. SrEcVFJu. 
In Decker't Woniirjul ri«r(, 410. i6oJ, 'we -find ,a «pr=ffion 
Cmila. 10 ibatin Hit lent. " Now ihe thiiflie diisen afii btjni 
the moon.." Millohe. 



Tbc fame phrafc lias already Detuned -in Ji/ui jf nJrairinil. Rim, 
• rf.'j atf l< Jnaion; ruiici, Inn; tip! tlc/i, mij^* nni 
flJarf gritj Is Hit, llan Ms Ii <ttUr Int.] I, t. toil mull be 
made known to [lie King, for [being ktp[ fttiel) lbs hiding 
Hamlet's loir migbi occihon Tnoie mllcblcf 10 tn from him and 
tbe queen,, than the mitring or revtaling of it will oceanou bale 
and rcftuiaicnt from Hataltl. Tbe poll's ill and obfeure esprsf- 
Con feemi (o have bcea caufed by hit aflcchliou of concluding ibe 

Sit T. HiunirtSradi, 

ilm giitj In hide bate, IbiD tt Midi hit. JohnjoN; 

Vol. XXII.. H 



g8 HAMLET, 

Since nor the exterior nor the inward mati 

Refembles that it was : What it fhould be. 

More than his father's death ,, that thus hath put him 

So much from the nnderflanding of himfelf, 

1 cannot dream of: I entreat you both. 

That, — being of fo young days brought Op with 

And, fince, fo ncighbour'd to Ms youth and hn- 

That you vouchfafe your reft here in onr court 
Some litde time : fo by your companies 
To draw him on to pleafnres ; and to gather, 
So much at from occafion you may glean. 
Whether aught, 7 to ns unknown, affii&s him thui f 
That, open'd, lies within our remedy.' 
- Queen. Good gendemen, he hath much talk' d 
of you; 

And, fure I am, two men there are not living. 
To whom he more adheres. If it will pleafe you 
To (how ns fo much gentry,' and good wili, 
As to expend your time with ns a while, 
For the fupply and profit of onr hope,* 
Your vifitation fha.l receive fucb thauki 
As fits a king's remembrance. 

Ros. Both your tnajeffiet 

Might, by the fovereign power you have of us,' 

' —ni humour,] Thuithe folio. The quarto i read — tnnW,' 

I R'irHir n £ il. lit.] Thit line ii omiiied in the folio. 

.* Sntvem. 

* Itjhto u> /» mtt.! gentry,) Gntn, for itrnflrifaui. 

WAUBITOB. 

• Fir Ui/apflj fee] That the hope which youi irrinl fan nIM 
my be eomplctcd by ilie dcliTed i£fc8. Johnson. 

■ j,w In* olu,] I heliive w« fliouli I lid — »> ■■, in. 

Sudaf— i/m. M.kuson. 
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Put your dread pleafures more into command 
Than to entreaty. 

GuiL. Bin we both obey ; 

And here give up ourfelves, in the full bent,* 
To lay our fervke freely at yuur ieet, 
To be commanded. 

King. Thanks, Rofencrantz, and gentle Gall- 
den Hern. 

Queen. Thanks, Guildenftern, and gentle Ro- 
■fencrantz: 
And I befeech you inflantly to vifit 
My too much'changed fon. — Go, Tome of ydn, 
And bring thefe gentlemen where Hamlet is. 

Guil. Heavens make our prefence, and our prac- 
tices, 

PleafanC and helpful to him ! 

Queen. Ay, amen! 

[Exeunt Rosencrantz, Gejildenstern, and ' 
Jome Attendants. 

Enter Polonids. 

Pol. The embafTadors from Nonvay, thy good 

lord, 

Are joyfnlly return'd. 
King. Thou ftill haft been the father of good 

Pou. Have I, my lord? Aunre you, my good 
liege, ■ 



' _ in tit fall biiir,] Bol, for miiamit, ipftitttisB. 

WAR»DlTOK. 

Hi full in!, it ill utmsjl atrmlij if antin. The jllu(i<m ■> . 
ta i bnw beni 11 fir >■ ii will go. So jficr-irdi ia thh pi'/: 
•> Thty tool mc ta ihc ttf of ay hut." Humi. 

H a 
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HAMLET, 



I hold my duty, as I hold my fool, 

Both to my God, and to my gracious king : 

And I do think, ( or elfe this brain of mine 

Hunts not the trail of policy 4 Co fure 

As it hath us'd to do, ) that 1 have found - 

The very caufc of Hamlet's" lunacy. 

King. O, fpeak of that; that do I long to beat. 

Pol. Give fiift. admittance to the embauadors ; 
My news lhall be the fruit 5 to that great feaft. 

Kign. Thyfelf do grace to them, and bring them 
in. [ ExiL Polonius. 

He tells me, my dear Gertrude, he bath found 
The bead and fource of all our fon's difleroper. 

Queen. I do'ubt, it is no other but the main ; 
His father's death, and our o'erhafty marriage. 

Re-enttr Polonius, with Voltimand and Corne- 
lius. 

King. Well, we (hall fift him. — Welcome, my 
good friends ! 
Say, Volrimand, what from our brother Norway ? 

Volt. Moft fair return of greetings, and deures. 
Upon onr firft, he fent out to fuppreTs 
His nephew's levies; which to him appear'd 
To be a preparation 'gainftthc Polack ; 
Bnt, better look'd into, he truly found 
It was againft your highnefs : Whereat griev'd, — 
That fo his ficknefs, age, and impotence, 

' li, trail effnliij — ] The twit ii ihe tnt/t efn.niatt 

ftafttt ij Ihi /«»(. Johnsom. 

— iU jitit—] TbMttfirt after tkt meat. Johhson. 
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Was falfely borne in hand, 1 — Tends out arrefli 
On Forthibras ; which he, in brief, obeys ; , 
Receives rebuke from Norway ; and, in fine, 
Makes vow before his uncle, never more 
To give the affay ' of arras againft your mojefiy. 
Whereon old Norway, overcome with joy, 
Gives him tbrqe thoufand crowns in annual fee ; * 
And his commiffion, to employ thofe foldiers, 
So levied as before, ag*iri(l ihe Polack: 
With an entreaty, herein further fhown, 

[ Gives a paper. 
That it might pleafe you to give quiet pafs 
Through yonr dominions for this enterprize ; 

• („,„( ;„ land,] i. e. deceived, impo'ed on. So, in SIjcfrK, 

A& III! 

" How )Du were iornt in Util, bow (loft'd," kc. 
See note on thit railage, .Vol. XI. p. i3S, n. 3. Steeveni. 

i T» jim lh, aft)—] To lali lit efftj wis a technic! tipreffioB, 
originally applied 10 thole who ufLcd u-inc for prince) and great 
men. See Vol. XX. p. i'P, p. i. MiLOKE. 

* Civil hm three, tksvfmd » stunt in 4Mi*I jit;] This reading 
£r[l obtiioed in Ihe edition put out by Ihe player]. But ill' Hit 
old quaiioi [front t6o5, downwardi,) read tlfti/csrl. 



The metre ii daRroyrd by the alteration ; and tr.reefcore ilioufiod 
trowEj, in the daya of Hamlet, nil! enormoui fum of money. 

M. Mas on. 

annuel fee i] Fit in thit place fignifiei ttxtrd, tutmpiaet. 

So, io Alt; w,l! tint nil tilt 1 

Not helpiog, death'i my jus 

" But if 1 help, what do you piomife me?" 
The word ii commonly ufed in Scotland, for <it£ii, ai wo fa* 
Umffi fu, tijfuimTi (u. Siijvins. 

Fit it defined by Minfhtu in bit Di8. iCij, a reward. 

I have reflored the reading of the folio. Mr. Ritfon eipljioi it, 
I think, rightly thus: the king gave Lit oepheir 1 jtvi or ju (i» 
land ) of Ibat yearly value, ftriD. 



103 HAMLET, 

On fuch regards of fafely, and allowance, 
As therein aie fet down. 

Ring. It likes ns well ; 

And, at out more confider'd time, we'll read, 
Anfwer, and think upon this bulinefs. 
Mean time, we thank you for your well-took la- 
bour: 

Go to your reft; at night we'll feafl 3 together- 
Moft welcome home! 

[Exeunt Voltim and and Corneuus. 
POL. " This bulinefs is well ended. 

My liege, and madam, to exppftulate * ( ' 1 " . 

■ M, liigi, <mi mtHim, le cipoftulale — ] To iififtultll, fot U 

"^i'tflnlutafh ■ hi r h d I bl H I ' 

lion ii a fine \uixt on tht imptitlncnl oratory then in vogue, which 
placid rtalon in the formality ui method, and wit in thtgingle 
nod plaj ui words. With m Lit in ii tie made to pride himfelfin 



whtre he o>ik. s Polaniun remark »n Hamlet's rr.adi.tfi : 

" Though iMi bonadM/i, yet thtre'i tntOtiiat t" 
As if mithod, i»i.iri, ti,..- IV \„ „{ thm J1(t thought rhe rnoft cfTeiitial 
quality of ■ g ,oJ difcourfe, would mike arocodi for the midaoh. 
It wai ntHiiJt i.,<ke.l, ytt Foionim could comfort ..imfclf with 
thii r t (i t aiou thai jti l=fl 8 ii *a| allied. It b ctrtiln Shakfrieare 
eiteli in noti,i,. B more Il.m. in the prefcivalioii D r hit (hataCleri ; 
Ta Hi, ;./. U »,J „„„',;; eftttrtg,, ( r,,s 0 ..r great poet [Pope] in l.i! 
jdiu.iablt nnfico to SLaUpcarc) n ».J njil lit tiutiJc/i,/ f.i- 
/(rnntim,. We Lane fiiil whal is the cruiser of Polonim i audit 
ii ilWedon .11 ..ami, lo be dnura wi.h woodiiful life and fpi.it, 
yei the of it Hat been .nought b ? fume 10 be 5.0% violated 
id the cmclkm p.uij-u ,„<| „!,icli Slukfpene mafcci hi! 

Hantaan gin uii ion and ftivant in tit middle of llie fjfi, ind 
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What majcfty Jhould be, what duty is. 

Why day is day, night, night, and time is time. 



beginning of the JatT.i of!. Bui I will venture In fay, tbefe eriticki 

Me hid a mind to ornament hii fccnci with thofe fine It Horn of 
facial lift! buibh Poloniui oil too weak to be author of them, 
though he wit pedaot enough to have met vviih them in hi, reading, 
and fop enough to get them by Eicait, and retail tliem for bit owd. 
And thii (he poctbai finely ffaeurn ui wn the cafe, where, in the 
middle of Potoniui't inftiu^iom lo bit Terviut, he makti him, 
though without hating received any intetruptioo, foijtt hii liuou, 

» And then, Er, dot! b« thii; 

" He dott— Whit wai I about to fly? 

*' I wn about to fay tome thing — where did I lean*" 
The fuvant replica, 
if, elofei in the confeqaentc. Tbil fell Poloniui light, ul4 

" dt elofct in the eoufaquence. 

" Hi tit],, ft.,''— J know Ibe gentleman," tot. 
which fhewi the very wordi got by heart which he wai repeating. 

of the rubjed he wai upon, could uevei have made him recollect 
where he broke off. Thii ii in ei Inordinary infUuee of the poet'a 
lit, and attention to the prefirratioo U F charafler. 

Tbii icrount of tbe character of Poloniui, though it ruffieienlly 
teconeilei the Iteming incoi, finery of fo much wil'dom with fo 
much folly, doc. not pelbapi correfpond exactly to the ideal of 

aetideotal, an/acquired. Tlte poet intended \ 'nobler delineation" 



a man it pofiiive and confident, btcaufe he koowi 
wiaoncc flrong, and kuowi not that it "it become 
man excel, in general ptiuciplci, bu Fiili in the p 
aiiiou. He it kaonm; iu leitofftS, and Iguorio 



H i 



1°4 



II A M L E T, 



Were nothing but to waflc night, day, and time. 
Therefore, — fince brevity is the foul of wit, 
And tedioufnefs the limbs and outward flourilhcs, — 
I will be brief: Your noble fon is mad: 
Mad call I it: for, to define true madnefs, 
What is't, but to be nothing elfe but mad: 
■ But let that go. 

Queen. More matter, with left art. 

Pol. Madam, I (wear, 1 ufc no art at all. 
That he is mad. 'lis true: 'tis true. 'tis pity ; 

Mad let us grant him then : and now remains, 
That we hud out the caufe of this effefl ; 
Or, rather fay, the caufe of this defect ; 
For this effed, defective, comes by caufe: 
Thns it remains, aud the remainder thus. 
Perpend. 

3 have a daughter; have, while (he is mine ; 

Who, in her duty and obedience, mark, 

Hath given me this: Now gather, and furmife. 
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— To the cehjlial, andvi? JouVsidol, the majl beautified 
Ophelia, * 

That's an ill phrafe, a vile phrafe; beautified is a 
vile phrafe; but you mail hear. — Thus : 
In her excellent white bojom, theft, 4 Sec. — 
Queen. Came this from Hamlet to her? 



3 — To lit cAtfiil, anJ mi/md iM, tit msjt beautified Ofjrfi*,.] 
lit. Theobald for btaulifi'd fubHiiutcd titltftd. MalCjne. 

Dr. Warbnxton has followed Mr. Theouald ; but i im in doul.t 

not the proper wonl. Bi mtifitd fcems to be a till /lirjt, for the 

Hey wo id, in hi] Hijfory cj Edward VI. fays " Kaiiirht Forre, 
queen dodger lo king Henry VIII, was a Woman ttwiijiti with 
many excellent vliluei.'' Fasmir. 

So, in Tlii Hi f i,H I,Jl ki, Prarf, 1614: 

« A maid of rich endowments, tuulifli 
" Willi all ibi rirttMl nature could bellow. " 

Again, Kalh dedicates his drift Tfn ntr Jfifatm, i5 9 i> 
" 10 [lie mntt buu'.Lf ■.■! Inly, [lie lady F.liiabtlll Carey.' 1 

Again, io Urccnc's .H.iHi(.':'o, i(,f,J: " although thy 

perfon 11 To huvrly lnnKliJ\i,i with the dowiies of nature." 

in Tii Two Callutnij Vtri.tl ' 0 1 ! 8 

'• feeing you are foeslijild 

» Willi goodly thane," fcc. SteeveM. 
By Itmiijs'fd Hamlel means hantiful. But Polonins, taking lb« 
word in the mart Ilridly grammatical fenfe nf itr'sj mail llmtijttl, 
calls it a vile pjiraft, as implying that til daughter! beauty nil 
the effca of an. M. Haion. 

1 In for uaUnt whiti ce/cm, thtf,,] So, in Tic Tut CmI.Wi 
(/ Pirda.r 

" Thy leltcii 

" Which, heiug writ to me, Qiall be deliver 'd 
■• Evtc ia til aUh-akiU Mm cf ihj Int." 
See Vol. IV. p. a36, n. I. Steevehi. 

I have followed ihc quarto. The folio reads: 
Thefe in tir aultnt wild hfia. Ifof,. kc. 

time ibi word Titfl was ufually added at tilt end 



io6 



HAMLET, 



Pol. Good madam, flay awhile; I will be faith- 
ful. — 

Dcult thou, tht Jars are Jre ; [Readi, 

Doubt, that the fun doth move 
Doubt truth to It a liar; 
But ntvtr doubt, I love. 
0 dear Ophelia, Z ton HI at theft numbers ; I have 
not art to rtckon my groans : but that I love thee bcjl, 
0 moj btjl, 5 btii/vt it. Adi'U, 

lhine evermore, moji dear lady, whiljl this 
machine is to him, Hamlet. ' 
This, in obedience, hath my danghter ihown me: 
And more above,' hath his folieitings, 
As thev fell out by time, by means, and place. 
All given to mine ear. 

Kmc But how hath fhe 

Ktteiv'd his love? 

Pol. What do yon think of me? 

KinG. As of a man faithful and honourable. 
Pol. I would fain prove fo. But what might 
you think. 
When 1 had leen ibis hot love on the iving, 

' 0 M, ] So, in ieobjf«, a tomtdy, 1)401 

« that fame mcji ttfl ndieQii or iifutmtr, ii God."' 

6 ;':'■/ Hit Hniiu ii Ii Un, Hiild. ] Theft t*ot<Ii will 

DDI be ill nr> fin id b. the (ontluEnn of one "f iht Liflirj 0/ Ike 
FdJIn / am i.>, Vol 11. p. 4I; — — for your pltafure, 
mj ojlU lia> o.«" 

The phiatr nnplottd by Hamlet (rem 10 have a Frtnr.li ron- 
flrufli..ii. P,,int ,„ clti mj<ti»i ,jl a Hi! To be mi own' 
«u ii a Tultar •ip;tl5oo, but meani much ib« fame « Virgil'* 
Dfm mw« ifjt m «, mJtiw As. tiyi mm. 

Si SB ¥ EM. 

I ami ihei, J ii, muiimr, tijalu. Johnson. 
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(As I perceiv'd it, I mull tell you that, 
Before my daughter told me,) what might yon, 
Or my dear majefty your queen here, think, 
If I had play'd the defk, or table-book; 
Or given my bean a working, mute and dumb ; 
Or look'd upon this love with idle figbt; 
What might you tbink?* no, I went round' to 
work, 

And my young miflrefs thus did I befpeak ; 
Lord H:mlit is a prince out of thy Jpkere;* 
This mufi not be: and then I precepts gave her, 1 

• If t W tftfd Hi d'JI, ot UlU-Utl i 

Or #vix mi iiait a msriinf, mall mt dami ; 
Or ittft ilii <o»< Uli. fytt ; 

Witt mi;Al ton liiil f J i.e. j[ either I had conveyed intel. 
\ph,-4 Ai Jijksr mih-bmi,} or hid connived ■■ it, only obtened 

1 c|outu whether llie Gift line is lightly explained. It ffliy 
mean, if t hid lotfd up lhh fccrel in my own breaS, It clotely 
ai if it were confined io a delk or table. book. MALOHS. 

Or ghin.mj iiart . working, mute tnd dumb;) Tbe folio 
rcadi — > miiiig. St EE vim. 

■ The flm. pleoiufm ( m U Jr and dumt ] it found in our pnthot'i 
Bapi 5/ Liicrinr 

•• And in u,y Hearing be you Mi( W Am*;" Malokis. 

• r.iund — ] i.e. roundly, without referee. So, Polo- 

eiui fay, in Ibe tiiiiJ a8 : be isms' with him." 

Stiivihi* 

• LirJ Hamlit is 1 fri-ir ml of iSj fphere,; ] The quauo, 1604, 
1 and (he fi'ft fo'm, lor /pttri, havt JUr. the lorieSmn «ai made 

by the editor of tl>« feconj fulio .UALON1. 

J precept! if, I Tiioi the folio. The two elder 

quarto. nit—trifirifU. I have thoten the mofl familiar of the 
two reading! 1'oloniui hat already tald 10 hil Ion i 
And theft lew ftiaf li in ihr raciuuiy 
» Look thou chaiiacr." StMYUI. 



HAMLET, 



That (Tie fltould lock heiTelf from his refort, 
Admit no meffcngcrs, receive no tokens. 
Which done, file took the fruits of my advice ; 1 
Aod lie, repnlfed, (a ihort tale to make,) 
Fell ioto a fadnefs ; then into a fad ; 3 
Thence to a watch ; thence into a weaknefs ; 
Thence to a ligbtnefs ; and, by this declenfion, 
Into the madnefs wherein now he raves, 
And all we mourn for. 

King. Do you think, 'tis this ? 

Queen. It may be, very likely. 

Pol. Hath there been filch a time, ( l*d fain 
know that, ) 
That I have pofuively faid, "Tis Jo, 
When it ptov'd otherwife? 

King. Mot tbatl know. 

Pol. Take this From this, if this be otherwife : 
[ Pointing to his head and jkouldtr. 



t""The original copy in my opinion il right. Poloniui had o<inti 
his daughter lo bit i-r/ilf /rem Haalil i r./(". fcc. See p. 5n : 
" I Would OOI. in plain termi, fiom ihtl lime forth, 
" Hive you fo Gander any moment' i Itlfurc 
" Ai to give wnidi or talk with the loid Hamlet; 
Look to't, I tia!£i you." Malonf.. 
1 Wild Vonr, (he took tU Jnits of mj cdvht;] She took ihe 
fnih of advkc when (he obeyed advice, the advice wai then made 

fisllfxl, JOHBtON. 

• [.Jhrt.ft' <■«.*<,) 

Fill intc a Jadttfi; Hi* hit a fxfi; lc. J The ridicule of <1ii> 
ihanfler it beta admirably, fiiftaiotd. He wnuld not only be 

lo have remarked all ihe flagei o^HnJct'i difordtr! from bit 
fadnefi Lo hii raving, as regularly ai hit phylician could have done t 
■when all the while tha madnefi via only feigned. The humour of 
tJmjtexquiGtefraioaoiAuwbotellsui, with a confidence peculiar 
lo fmall politician!, that he could Hud 

" Where truth oil hid, though It were Lid indeed. 

" Wiihiu ihe centre." WiKBitiTOH. 



L' i ji :■: 3 1 ■ Ci 
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If circnm fiances lead me. 1 will find 

Where truth is hid, though it were hid indeed 

Within the centre. 

King. How may we try it further ? 

Pol. You know, fometimes he walks four hours 
together/ 
Herein the lobby. 

Queen. So he does, indeed. 

Pol. At fach a time I'll loofe my daughter to 

Be you and I behind an arras then ; 
Mark the encounter : if he love her not. 
And be not from his reafon fallen thereon, 
Let me be no affifiant for a flate, 
But keep a farm, and carters/ 
King. We will try it. 



' —four ioun tifiliir,] Perhipi ii would be belter were 
to read indefinitely, 

I formerly wat inclined lu adopt Mr. Tyrwtiitt'i propofed em 
riE h,, The 

Aai. 

t. Edm. Spake you with Iiiia? 
•' Edg. Ay, ta>l isn" liptlir." 
Again, in Tl, WW. TaU, 

» ay, and Uave been, any time tliete /our bouii." 

Again, in Wcbftet'i BUehfi »/ Ma//;, i6i3 : 

" She will mufe /our bun lo S .litr, and her lilenee 
" Meihinki rxptcUcth moie than if flic fpake." 

MALOIH. 

? Alfiaialim m Iteft mr ditgtltr in iml 
£1 )tu and 1 (r>inJ 11 arrji (Am ; 
Mart It! ntemlin i] kilwthtr net. 
And it no! /rom Sir rta/on JalUn rii.rsn, 
Lit mr ci no <$JUtt jor a Jtalt, 

But ktip a farm, and lardrj. ] Tlie [ctietne of throwing 
Dphtlia in Hamlet'i — - 



my, ia aider to try bii iaaity, ai well u Ibe 



HAMLET; 



Enter Hamlet, reading. 



Queen. But, look, where fadly the poor wretch 
comes reading. 



.ddrefioflhe K.ng li 
8cm, 



« Thai yon voothf.fc your 
' Some litlte lime; fa by 'ft 



>' Whether aught la ui unknown afflicts him thai, 
" Thai, opend, liti within our remedy;—" 
teem 10 htii been formed on the following flight hints in Tit 
Hjprj 'I «■"■»''. bl. let. fig. C. J : Thty tounfelled to try 
and. know if poffible, how in dilcover the intent md meaning of 

11 a {cent place* that with flittering fpeeches and all tar craftiest 
neon She could, fhould purpofely feek to alluie his mind tu hive 
hii pleasure of her — To thit end, cttl.in tturtii,, were appointed 
to lead Hamlet to a folitary place, within the woodi, where tbijr 
brought the woman, iniirin R him to take their pleafures together. 
And furely the poore prince at this affiult had been; in great 
danger, if a gentleman thai in Horvcndillc'i, time had been 
nnurilhed with him, had Dot fhowne himfelfe more aFfeSioned tq ' 
the bringing up he had received with Haroblci, that, defirous to 
pleafe the tyrant — Tills gentleman bare the cnnnifi! ompany, 
mating lull account that the leafl fliowc of ptifrcl fence and 
wifdooic that Hjmblct fhould mate, would be ruffi.it hi to eaufe 
him 10 lonfe hit life | and thirefoie by certainc Gguet he gavo 
Harabtel i.Ltelli^nee inwhal darker lit ™ lite to fall, if by any 

Tltioui provocation! nf ihe gentle woman feut thither Br hit' will I 
which much abafhed the priuce, a; tl.en ■ holly being in affctlion 
lo Ihe larty. But by her he was lilewifc informed of the trtifon, 

as one that irom her infancy loved end favoured bsm The psioco 

in thil fnrt having deceived the rourtien and tl.e Udyi expectation, 
mat afliimed au.l iwore dec uric ooee offered to hate liiv plejTore 
oi tbe woman, although in fubltely he affirmed the contrary, every 
man thereupnn allured themfelvei that without doubt he wa> 
diHraught of hit fences j—fo that si then Fengoa'i praflifi task 
ao effed." 
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Pol. Away, I do befeech you, both away; 

I'll board him * prefently: — (J, give me leave - 

[Extunt King. Queen, and Attendant!. 
How does my good lord Hamlet? 

Ham. Well, go d-'a- mercy. • 

Pol. Do yon know me, my lord? 

Ham. Excellent well; you are a fifhmonger. 

Pol. Not I, my lord. 

Ham. Then I wooldyou were fo honed a man. 
Pol. Honefl, my lord? 

Ham. Ay, fir ; to be honefl, as this world goes, 
is to be one man pick'dout often thoufand. 

Pol. That's very trae, my lord. 

Ham. For if the fan breed maggots in a dead 
dog, being a god, tiffing carrion,— — Have you a 
daughter ?' 



• we find the rude oullini 



■ • Fir if li, trtsd wssci, » o drcd d,g. L,i„ s . god, Hffi., 

«£« ,» u « dngku, n [Old tDpit! - a ^i;ni„g 

union,] The editor, feeing Harnlet counterfeit nudnef,, ihuu C ht 
ihtj might fifely put any oonfcnfe into hh mouili. Gut liiii 
flrangepaOV- when iet rii-hl, will be fern to contain it S rejt and 

throughout thg whole play! We'wrUfirn gin the true reading, 
which Ittbilt Fm if tht /mi hint ir.a£gits in n diad Coj, bin;* god, 
fc^inj ttnicn, Al to the fenfc we may obfrrve. that (he illaiivo 

Criicle [for] flinwi thefpeaker to be reafoning from fomething he 
i laid before; what tbat wai w« leara in tbtfe wotdi, li hint/, « 



iia HAMLET, 

Pol. I have, my lord. 

Ham. Let her not walk i' the fun : conception Is 

Uti airU pit, is In If nm pieM out nf tin lleuJanA. Having fait! 
ihii,. the cttaio of ideal ltd him to rtfleft upon tbe^igvmenl which 



" That lying by the violet in the fun, 

" Do ai the eartion doct, not at ihc flower, 

. *' Corrupt by virtuous fiafon." 

And the fame kit>d of i> « in Cjmhrth, : 

•• Common- Stifling Titan.' 1 Waxbcxtoh. 

Thii It a noble emendation which almoft fets the eriU'ek on a level 

. with the author. Johnsob. 

ib which he endeavour! to piove that Shaltfpearc intended ii ai 3 
vindication of the wayi of Frovidoncs in permitting (v.l to abound 
in lite world, tic doci not indeed ptclead that thit piofouud 



bigiiizod By Google 



PRINCE OF ,DENM.\RR. n3 

a blefling;* but as your claugbtor may coaceive,-i 
friend, look to't. 



ig cm be drawn from wfiat Hjmlet fays; but lba< thii ii 
,t MM cliailSf if, for " ,hi! wonderful ujao (ShaUpearc) had 
not only of acq u.iia ting trie audience with what bit i&oii 
II with what tliey Mini?' 

tlct'l obftrvalioo ii, 1 think, f.mpl^ this. He liu jtiLr r{ - 
. The piinte tbeu addi. that G.ice there is to little virtue 



Ihoultl prove " airHr/rrof linocri;" f..r ric^h cirtr/Zicn it. general 
be a bUffing, yet a. Ophelia (wlion Hamlet fiippofei tn be at frjil 

calamity. The mag S oli'irr<J»i; iu a dead dog, fct'm to have been 
mentioned merely to introduce lim <vo«l :tntifli.:n ; on which wotd, 
sj Mr. Stccveni bai oblerved, Shakfpcara hu pla/d in tHnj Liar: 
and probably a Stnllar quibble w» intended bete. The word, 
however, may have been uftd in its otdinary fenlc, for /rijnanrj, 

The flig lit connection between thii and the preceding pafljgr, 
and Hamlet'i abrupt qtt<fli;>n,.-Ff fl »i rea a iavgklnl were «. 
nifc Aly intended more It.ongty to itr.prcli 1'oloniul with the belief 



i, mn .Uffi» g hill. 

^■(Ili ?n «ith 



:., f Hi,„iy. Part ti • 
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Pol. How fay you, by that? [Aftdt.] Still harp- 
ing on ray daughter : — yet he knew me not ai firft ; 
be laid, I was a fishmonger: He is far gone, far 
gone: and, truly, in my youth 1 fuffcr'd much ex- 
tremity for love ; very near this, I'll fueak to hiirt 
again. — What do you read, my lord? 

Ham. Words, words, words ! 

Pol. What is the matter, my lord? 

Ham. Betivei'n who? 

Pol. J mean, the matter that you read, my lord. 

l,J-;«H««f»r J I ir. .'I L ° , t '\l t high elogiua, 

which he ha. picuunctJ on t).. Wmburura't emendation, wai 
founded oti Die c« mural w l.ich attnnvp.inicd il; of which, lioMvir, 

I ihlnt, hit judgement mullhivc eoode cd ihc ttifoninf, though 

hit gei,dnc(-. uad |jicty approved ill muial lendcncy. M.VLONt. 

A. a doobi, 11 leifl. may tit cntcrriiiicd on Dili fubjefl, f have 

applauded by a grcaier. 5th vim. 

■ conception il a Htjfagi lee.] Thm the quarto. Th« 

Jmftw ma, to icive. / .iW. /( o< ff'l " mooing fen,, to 

bt, i (i c. u.nierlHi.dii.y) ilabtcffingt but 11 jour dau R h. 

ofihat. [he fime quibt.U i.. , I,, fir It (cent of Lhg Liar : 

" Git. Sir, ihi. vouug IJIo.'i. mother tiiW." 

Stfivens. 

The wo.d np(. 1 have no doubt. wai infer ted by the editor of 

A Mule lo.,r. » t 1m.Ii .. f.., i..t> i,., t .|.nl, ,■„, in feme pf tht ta'. 
piti prqbjbl; f.on. iii e fxi.t cjule : -■ You cannot, Cr, talc from 
me ii y thing urn 1 will ssf mure willinjly part wituaj, except 
my lift." M&LUN*. 
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Ham. Slanders, lir: for the fatirical rogtie fays 
here, that old men have grey beards;' that their 
faces are wrinkled; their eyes purging [hick am- 
ber, and plum-tree gum; and that they "have a 
plentiful lack of wit, together with moll weak 
hams: All which, fir, though I moft powerfully 
and potently believe, yet I hold it not honcfly to 
have it thus fet down; for yourlclf. fir, (hall be 
as old as 1 am, if, like a crab, you could go back- 
ward. 

Pol. Though this be madnefs, yet there's me- 




HAMLET, 



thod in it. [Afide. ] Will you walk out of toe air, 
my lord ? 

Ham. Into my grave? 

Pol. Indeed, that is out o'the air. — How preg- 
nant lomctimcs his replies arc ! 3 a happinefs that 
often raadnefs hits on, which reafon and fanity could 
not fo profperoufly be deliver' d of. I will leave 
Jlim, and fuddenly'* contrive the means oF meeting 
between him and my daughter. — My honourable 
lord, I will moft humbly take my leave of you. 

Ham. Yon cannot, fir, take from me any thing 
that I will more willingly part withal ; except my 
life, except my life, except my life. 

Pol. Pare you well, my lord. 

Ham. Thcfe tedious old fools! 



Enter Rosescrantz s (M^Guildenstern. 

Pol. You go to feek the lord Hamlet; there 
he is. 

Ros. God fave you, fir! [To Polonius. 

[Exit Polonius. 

Guil. My honour'd lord! — 

Ros. My moft dear lord ! — 

Ham. My excellent goodfriends! Howdoft tbouj 
Gnildenftern ? Ab, Rofencraniz ! Good lads, how 
do ye both? 

' Warn pr(gnani lre.1 Prtgnanf ii ready, desitrouj, apt. So, in 



' — and Juditnlj tec.) Tnit, and the greaLctt pat! of Ac Mi 
following linei, arc omitted in ihe o/iartoj. Ste evens. 

1 ScfimtauU—] Tbcic was ao (nbafijilor of thai name li 

England about the time when thii play wai wiitten. SiB£V£HI. 
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Ros. As llie indifferent children of the earth. 
GulL. Happy, in that we are not overhappy; 
On fortune's cap we are not the very button. 
Ham. Nor the folfis of her fhoe? 
Ros. Neither, my lord. 

Ham. Then you live about her waift, or in the 
middle of her favours ? 

GulL, 'Faith, her privates we. 

Ham. In- the fecret parts of fortune? 0, molt 
trne; flic is a flruinpet. What news? 

Ros. None, my lord ; bat that the world's grown 
hone ft. 

Ham. Then is doomfday near: But yonr news is 
Dot trac. ELet me 6 quettion^iore in particular: 
What have you, my good friends, deferved at the 
hands of fortune, that fhe fends you to prifon hi- 
ther? 

, Coil. Prifon, my lord! 

Ham. Denmark's a prifon. 

Ros. Then is the world one. 

Ham. A goodly one; in which there are many 
confines, wards, and dungeons; Denmark being 
one of the word. 

Ros. We think not fo, my lord. 

Ham. Why, then 'tis none to yon; for there is 
nothing cither good or bad, but thinking makes it 
f o : to me it is a prifon.. 

Ros. Why, then yonrambition makesit one ; 'lis 
too narrow for your mind. 

Ham. O God! I could be bounded in a nutfhcll, 

« (LH «i fcc] All within ihe trotcheu h wioiio ( in the 
qiunm. SitEVCKJ. 

1 3 



1,8 HAMLET, 

and count myltlf a king of infinite fpace; were it 
not that I Lave bad dreams. 

Gun.. Which dreams, indeed, ate ambition ; for 
the very tub fiance of the ambitious is merely the 
fliadow of a dream.' 

Ham. A dream itfelfis bnta (hadow. 

Kos. "Truly, and I bold ambition of fo airy and 
light a quality, that it is but a fhadow's ffiadow. 

HrtM. I ben are our beggars, bodies ; ' and our 
monarch?., and outflretch'd heroes, the beggars 1 
fljadowsi Shall we to the court? for, by my fay, 
J cannot realbn. 

- Ros. Gutl. We'll wait upon yon. 

Ham. No fuch matter: 1 will not fort you with 
(.he reft of my feints ;■ for, to fpeak to. yon like 
an honed man, T am mo 11 dreadfully attended.] 
But, in the beaien way of friendfhip, what make 
you at lilfinorc? 

Ros. Tovilityou, my lord; no other occalion. 

Ham. Beggar that 1 am, I am even poor in thanks ; 
but'I thank you: and lure, dear friends, my thanks 
are too dear, a halfpenny. 9 Were you not lent for? 

1 [It fhnita of . i-ran.] Sliikfptue hat accidentally 



5 coutiH in povtrly. ^ 
Ulfflnt).] i. c. a half.pci.ny too dear: tlisy 
■ravroitu nothing. Tkt modern editori icid— ml a balf-pc 
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Is it your own inclining? Is it a free vitiation? 
Come, come; deal jufUy with me: come, come; 
nay, fpeak. 

Guil. What fhoult! we fey, my lord? 

Ham. Anything — bat to thepurpole. You were 
fcnt fur ; and there is a kind of confeffion in your 
looks, whkU your' mo deft its have not craft enough 
to colour: I know, the good king'and queen have 
fent for vou. 

Ros. To what end. my lord? 

Ham. That yon mult teach me. But let me 
conjure you, by the rights of our fellowlhip, by the 
confonancyof our youth, by the obligation of our 
evcr-preferved love, and by what moie dear a better 
propofer could charge you withal, be even and di- 
rect with me, whether you were fent for, or.no? 

Kos, What Cay you? [ To Gui ldenstern. 

Ham. Nay, thcnl have an eye ofyou;* [Aftde ] — 
if you love me, hold not off. 

Guid. .My lord, we were fent for. 

Ham. I Will tell you why; fo fliall my anticipa- 
tion prevent your difcovery, and your fecrecy to 
the king and queen moult no feather. I have of 
late, 1 (but, wherefore, I knownot.) loft all my mirth, 
forgone all cuftom of exercifes : and, indeed, it goei 
fo heavily with my difpofition, that this goodly 
frame, the earth, feems to me a fleril promontory ; 

1 l **< ?« <}< 'f }«* ■■} An (jd/fMtmMBi, 1 h«< 

5 ! iavi sf hi,. ic.} Th'n inn idrulrable ocfcripiion of ■ 
rooLrd melancholy fprung fram ihictncf. of blnort , nod Mlfully 
imacinsd 10 hidt tlie irut c.vifc of his difnidci finni ilie ptDttmio* 
of lot ft iwofiicndi, who were fti aver bim n fpiti. 
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tiiis mod excellent canopy, the air, look you, this 
brave o'erhanging firmament, 4 this majeflical roof 
fretted with golden fire, 5 why, it appears no other 
thing to mc, than a tonl and peuilcnt congrega- 
tion of vapours. What a piece of work is a man ! 
How noble in rcafon! how infinite in faculties! in 
form, and moving, how exprefs and admirable! in 
action, how like an angel! in appiehenfion, bow 
like a god ! the beauty of the world! the paragon 
of animals! And yet, to mc, what is this quint- 
pITence ol dull? man delights not me, — nor woman 
neither; though, by your Trailing, you feein io 
lay fo, 

Ros. My lord, there was no fuch fluff in my 
thoughts. 

Ham. Why did you laugh then, when I faid, 
Man delights not mc? 

Ros. To think, my lord, if yon delight not in 
man, what Icnten entertainment s the players fliall 
Receive from you : we coted them on the way ; * and 
hither arc they earning, to offer you fcrvice. 



jutlid with ubI^lI, fiT.j S.-i, in C.V., .>,,■:, II Sonntij 

Ag.io, in TiVvwulTi/nZ: '' 

' Look, how tat floor of levtn 

" li [hick inlaid with pitins of bright till!" Mn.nrt*.. 

» .leotcn ,nlirUi*min< — ] i. c. foarinc, liic Hit emtruin- 

pieiUS givtil in Lent. So, \n Ir.i Il-.h's ly Siiiilc}, iCji ; 

"v 1 inmrintamyoawihbiOui, 

" Ton jnl.n, and half 3 livery, I r> read moral viituc 
" And Iin/in lectures.'* Steeveks. 

1 ut toltd Ilea os lll vaj;] To alt h In wttUir. I meet 

»,ilh ill" word in Til K«ur. fum P«r»./ai, a comedy, 1606 : 
' ji j^— m^iry weprefeuily ulid Jud ou:ftripi lutm.". 
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Ham. He that plays the king, {hall be welcome ; 
his majefty fhali have tribute of me: the adven- 
turous knight fliall ufc his foil, and target: the 
lover fliall not figh gratis ; the humorous man fhall 
end his part in peace : 8 the clown fliall make thofe 
laugh, whofe lungs are tickled o'the fcrc ; s and the 

Again, in 



In the laws ot courling, fayi Mi. Toilet, " a call i> when a . 
greyhound goes tndways hy ills (idc uf hit fellow, and givci llie 
hate a turn." Tliii quotation ftcmj to point out the clymoton oF 
lilt verb 10 be from Hit French ati, the iidt. Steeveki. 

' —JliM tnd lit fan 11 pitci :} After ihefe hot.Ii iht folio 
addj_H ( titan Jhtll malt tiifi (oajA uUf, Imp an litlltd t'tii 
Jm, Wahei-btqh, 

0 iht dovn Jhcti mall Ifof, Ungi, wicft latgi arc titkl.i 

I'lic ftrl ;] i. c. tllnfe who arc allr.maiical, and lo whom laughter 
is molt ancify. Tbii it Ibe caft [n 1 an lold) witli tbofe whore 
long, ait licklcd by the fa i or f mm : but about thefe wordi 1 am 
neither vtly coofiJc.il, noi very f^icitoos. Will the following 
palTage in 7 it TmflJ! be oFuFeto any future commentator? 

fnth fenfible and nimble Iwp, thai they alwayt u'fe to laugh at 
nulling." 

The word fr.rt occur, ai unintelligibly in an ancient D«f.(« ' 
fdwm til Ceaa Sttiiltrj and Jilsajj, tncafngt lit ■m/iihtij 
ffUaTltllB, bl. L no dale: 

« And wyll byde wbyfperynge in the tare, 
" Thynke ye bet taylt I, not light ,J Hi/ut, P 
The ft,, I, likolfc .pari about, bank. Steev^ns. 

wilt iht explanation given, though I bate nothing faiiiFaSoiy to 
propole. I btlicve Hamlet only means, that the clown fhall make 
Ihofe laugh ubo have a diFpofilion to laugh ; who ate pleafed wita 
Ihtir enltriaiumttil. Tbal no alilimiiicl: difeafe wai in contem- 
plation, may ba iofeued from both the wordi u£cd, licilii ini 
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ladv fliall fay lier mind freely, * or the blank verfe 
fliall halt for't.— What players are ihey ? 

Rof. Even thofc you were wont to take fucb de- 
light in, the tragedians of the city. 

Ham. How chances it, tbey travel? 3 their refi- 
dence, both in reputation and profit, was better 
both ways. 

Ros. I think, their inhibition comes by the 
means of the late innovation.* - 



Imfi ; each of which fecmi to have s rilitioi 
the latter 10 have fiicri lonfidcrerl by Shaklpci 
•jpitfi myfclf.l in nairna! frit. So, in Ccritlanu 

.• with a kind of Mil,' 

" Which ne'er caroe' from ibt Imp, — " 
Again, in A^nv titi it : 



• — (.it UJt flntl fa kir mind Stc] The lady (hall halt no 
obdiurliun, unlefi Iroro the lampre^ ol I hp vtitt. JoH'lfQS. 

I mink. Hie nmning ii,_Tbc lady Iball ma. ihc mt»fui« oftbe 
verfc, raihcr thin ool rxprefi htrftlf f.tely or fully. 

5 How r(.i<?. ii, 11,] Iravtl?] To hunt, in Slwkrp .a.t'i limB 
nil ihe technical *n>i, f"[ »hi(h .,t have fuWl.llHcd 10 ftell. 
So. in the Offiti-book of Sir Heniy Herbert, MiHti il I'.'e Rtveti 
10 Kin, Clurl.i the Fi.fl, j roaimfcipi of whiih an jeenuui U 
given in Vol. 111. ; ■• l6aj. Fib. 17, lor a certificate (<■: the Pilf- 
grave'i feUJBtl 10 hml into th; coiinm for El »'efks. 10.." 
Again. iu Ben j™W. P«UjU,, .601: If he peo for il.ee ooce, 
thou fhalt not need l0 lYamff, with tby pumps lull of gravell, a.iT 
nunc .if ir .! I; ml : hamnei, and [talk apt 11 boordt 

y Ibil it iiinfpofed : Hamlet 



124 HAMLET,' 

Ros. No, indeed, ihcy are not. * 
[Ham. How comes it!*" Do they grow rnfty? 
Kos. Nay, tlieir endeavour keeps in the wonted 
pace: But there is, fir, an aiery ol children, 1 little 

»od (hall luflain Tuth pain anil puniQjments as by Ibis ad is in tb>t 
behalf appointed." 

This B>Iate,-iFalIgdedlo, is repugnant to Dr. Jollnfon'l Iranfpo, 
fition of the text, and to Mr. Sttevecss explanation of it as it now 
Hindi. Yet Mr. Stcceens's explanation maybe right: Shakfpeare 
uiiglil not have thought of Ifit aft of Elizabeth. He could 
not, however, mean to charge his friends the ltd [radian uiih 
the nra t*flm of introducing perianal abufe, but matt rather luve 
meant, tbattheold tragedians were inhibited from performing in 
tiie city, and obliged to travel, oa account of Hie toilcoodua of 
the younger company. See n. 6. Maloxf. 

By the late innops/i'tm, it is probable that Rofencranli means the 

fame feufi-in fl( Wiims* »'/ Lw(, in Fletcher's Foar tasr*! 



" What doIUbou think of ibis sumoa/itm f" M. Maioi. 

•[Ham. Zfrw »«i ill Stc] The lines cnelnfcd in crotchets *i« 
in the folio of .623, but nq. in any nf the quartos. Joi.ksok. 

« an tifrj c/ cAl'Mrm, St.] KclaLing to the play tioufcl 

then contending, the iWjSir, the fcritiiK, Sic. played by the ihil- 

Paul'., of the fotmir of »hom perhaps the elicit mention occur, 

pj (ir CUf.i^ pipf mi utyf . » Ptlitl will Deuce be fupprcfl. 

They bad « will bl at their pnpilh f cm ice in Ilia deuils gar- 

jiretly upharl youtbts profane the Lordcs day by the- lafciuiout 
writhing of their tender liiubes, and gorgeous decking of tbeir 
apparel], io feigning bawdie fables gathered from the idolatrous 

Concerning the performances and fuccefs of Ihi la Iter in il- 
Iraaing the bcfl company, 1 alio lin.-l the following paHagc in j<ait 
Brao'i £alirf«jr,inia/, or I'e/jsU mi Ktiktrint, sun ; 
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eyaTes, that cry out on the top of queftion, 7 and are 
moll tyrannically clapp'd for't: tbefe are now the 



•■ I raw Hie iWdua of Paula lafl niglit; 

" And trod) they pleas'd me prelty, prclty well, 

*• Tl,= apes, in time, will do It handtomely. 

" With mm* uffl^j: : ! ni-n thrill no, he clioal/d 

" Wilh lilt Bench ofgaililk, norbc palled 

" To ttii barmy'jacket of a beer-brewer. 

« ' l is a good giar/c siiilHll" fcc. 

It Is did in Richaid Fler.krio.'s Sior/ Difnmf, of Ik, E* e IiJh 
Sitff, t6Ci, thai, " bolh the ihildrcn of Ibe cuappel and Si. 
Paul's, aSeu playei, the one in White- Frieis, ibe oihcr bthinde 
Ibe Convoealion-houfc in Paul'i ; iill people growing more pretifc, 
andplayes more lkcnlioui, the Uic.nic uf I'a-, i > wai quite fupprett, 
and lhat of the children of the chappcl tnnveiltd to till ule of the 



■ he tliildrei, of the Rtvtls, J believe, belonged to each of (ha 
principal theatres. 

youui; men who played ocrattonally al lib Dun theatre. Ben 
logon's CjnMiVj Rtsttl, and Lis Pmtijlir, were performed llierc 
by the children of£)uVen Elizabeth's chapel, in i Goo and i6oi ( 
and Eajtwird Ho, by the children or the revels, in iGo. t or ific5. 
1 have no doubt therefore lhat llie dialngue bcl'oie us was poi.iud 
IE the thoir-boys of St. Pjiil'i, who in ilioi .-.i'.cd two of Mjiflnn'l 
plays, Ennuis oM Milliit, and Cranio 'j Rwg,. Many of Lyly's 
plays were rcprrfeuted by them about the fam( Unit | and in 1607' 
Chapman's iixjfj d'ArJiais was performed by them with great ap- 
plaufe*. It wu pmbahly in ibis and fomc oiher noify liagedic* of 
the Tame kind, that they (ry'J til on lit tip of qmjiin, and win 
nejl lyrflnnnsfl, thffd j«<t. 

At a laler period indeed, after out poet's death, the ChiHrn of 
III ffrm/i had an cffablilhed theatre of their own, and forae difpulo 
fctnis to have arifen beiwcen tbemand tile king's tampans'. They 
' regularly in ifil3, and for eight years afterwards, at 

■ Hi.. «■ lAhn'e Slrrrr- anil in S h t fn en v". r nm. 
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fafhion; and To b era t tie the common flages, (fo 
they call them) that many, wearing rapicis, are 
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afraid of goofc quills, and dare fcarce come thi- 
ther. 

Ham. What, are they children? Who maintains 
tberu ? how are they efcoted? 8 Will thty pu'rfac 

which might fcid ut to fuppof« Ihat ihe words found only in the 
folio wett added at thai lime: 

" The pb,l Ho oor foiberr to prefenl upOB Lilt flagc Ihr uholo 
tonife of III" prrtcul lime, nol f|,; rinj; li;. kin;;, H ue, or leligion, 

itmAo heM •.hemf' iUmorhh, Vol. II. p/j',. Muom." 



lb., be called tpjfid. Ye may tlfo know a„ q,J, by ihe pale nef. 
of the ferei of bei legjci, 01 ihe Ure over the beike." 

From 11. Teul. ovum, q. A. qui Ttctnl ex ova emerlit. Skinner, 
£/ f mo/. An aiirj or ijiie, as il ought blhcr lo bcr ii'rilien, is derived 
fmoj ihe farne rooi. and n S i,iEn boiti a young brood of bawki, 
and ihe neH ilftlf in -..hich liny in pioductd. 

An fjsi hank is fo me timet Tilieu a njai hawk, peihapl from 
■ coTrupiion lliai lias happened in many v.'oidi in oor language, ' 
from th* 111 let n pifMri: from ti e end of one uoid to tb> be. 

" : elvccnlojifli think nyor ■ 



thejaflt ac 

I billeve ftuflion, in tbil r'are. ai in 

• ■fjl.-.j wkh r je„." : [|, e meaning of 
be-fiiWrrn Hal p„p,: w li, , rll „ in li 



D/^eHion,] Tt.e meaninp feen 



(«. *t iUnii. 



*&*<l»ejlin, «e generally^* 



Itt, in Ihe high » 
! applauded lot ii 
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the quality no longer than they can Grig ? f will they 
not fay afterwards, if they fhould grow themfilves 
to common players, (as it is moft like, 1 if their/ 
means are no better,) their writers do them wrong, 1 
to make them exclaim againft their own fuccef- 

Ros. 'Faith, there has been much to do on both, 
fides ; and the nation holds it no fin, to tarre them 
on to controveify: 4 there was, for a White, no mo- 
ney bid for argument, nnlefs the poet and the 
player went to cuff's in the queflion. 

Ham. Is itpoffible? 

* Will Hi} |*r/« Hi quality «» Ingir M<7 »» >f f] Witt 
ihey follow iht F'f'Jf-" o< playei. no :onecf ihar. they K.p the 
io.ki »f bori, >»« lioj io it! < 1 ? -litiM'li at l»rt l» 
ibe pU>«>, C»««, (iif a a laft tj f«n qnalbri iw, « i"Js«a« 
/frrrcf. Jo»»>««. 

So, is iht plaj*i»' D«"i(*(i(i, piiuied 10 ifce Hi A edition of 



p.. .on. 10 the hn"j.' (niter. ■ C r 1 " t- t.pn.J i»t<t l« JU 

of Avoo. Shat 'peace.- f.cllnn'i S.f.u: ej At*f; lin i 

" I tpe.ik not ot thii, as though cvtiy one [of the play en] that 
iiTof.ireih the qeatith. To abutcd himfelf, — " 

Than Ibet- ciajfnf," dnciiiot merely mean, « Uiao tlltykeep 
the voice, of boys," but i. 10 be underlined [he. illy. He It 
tpeatiui: of Ibe cboir-boyi of St. Faul'i. Malohe. 

Tbe coiteaioa'iai made by Mr. Pope. Malobf. 

3 drir „,,(;,„ i, thm cvrtnj, Sic] I Ihould bave been 

very much fuipiiTcd if I hail coi found Ben Jonfon among ihe 
Writer, bere alluded to. Steeveks. 

* tt tine am (a it mtrmrjji] To provoke any animal 

to rage, i. It Itm im. Tlic woid ii laid to come from Hit Brett 

TafttCTffO'- JOUNSOH. 

So, already in Kingjtfoir 

" Lite a do s , that ii conpcll'd to fight, 

<> Snatch at hit mjilti that dolb Urn i.lm on." 

StEEVEfit. 
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Guil. "O, there has been mnch throwing about 
of brains. 

Ham. Do the boys carry it away ? 

Res. Ay, that they do, my lord; Hercules. and 
hisload too. 5 ] . 

Ham. It is not very Change: for my uncle 5 is 
king of Denmark; and thole, that would make 
mouths at him while ray father lived, give twenty] 
forty, fifty, an hundred ducats a-piecc, for his pic- 
ture in little.' 'Sblood, there is tome thing in this 
more than natural, if philofophy could find it out, 
[ Tlourijh of trumpets xoithim 

Guil. There arc the players. 



i3* HAMLET, / 

Ham. Gentlemen, you are welcome to Ellin ore. 
Yonr hands. Come then: the appurtenance of 
welcome is fafliion and ceremony : let me comply 
with you ip this gaib ;* left my extent to the play- 
ers, which, I tell you, muft (how fairly outward, 
fliouid more appear like entertainment than yours. 
You are welcome : but my nncle-faiher, and aunt- 
mother, are deceived. 

Guil. In what, my dear lord? 

Ham. I am bnt mad north-north weft: when the 
wind is foutherly, 5 I know a hawk from a hand- 
fa w." 
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iintir PolOniuS. 

Pol, Well be with yon, gentlemen! 

Ham. Hark yon, Guildenllern; — andyoutoo;— 
at each ear a hearer: that great baby, you fee [litre, 
is not yet .out of his fwadling-clouis. 

Ros. Hapily, he's the fecond lime come to 
them; for, they fay, an old man is twice a child. 

Ham. 1 will prophecy, he comes to tell me of the 
players; mark it,— You lay right, fir: omonday 

Pol. My lord, 1 have news to tell you. 

Ham. My lord. I have news to tell yon. YVheri 

Rofdus was an aflor in Rome. 

Pol! The aaors are come hither, my lord. 
Ham. Bui, bud* 

■B«, h«/] Mm idl.t.lfc, Vhttu .fihewlg™ 

■ "z'j!":", essix!tm s~ «. . hi 

Dr. jubofon fuppofei. 
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Pol, Upon my honour, 

Ham. Then came tack atlor on his efs,* — — 
Pol. The beft aflors in the world, either for 
tragedy, comedy; hillory paftoral, pauoral-conii. 
cal, biilorical-palloral, [ ttagical-Uilloncal, 0 tragi- 
cal-comical, hiftorical-pafloral,] fcene individabLe, 
or poem unlimited : Seneca cannot be too heavy, 
nor Pl»utuj too light. 6 For the law of writ, and 
the liberty, thefe are the only men,' 

Id Btn Junior. 1 ! SLtpl: nj Jftmt, the tolletior of mercantile in- ' 
teUigenei is tailed Emiffary But. Malone, 
Whatever may be tlie origin of tblt phrlfe, or tathtr of ihii 

peifou who befisi la relate what the company bad beard before. ^ 
M. Masoh. 

♦ Ttt* iobi ftc] This rem! to be a line of a ballad. 

JOHMOH.' 

1 ingital-HJtltUat, ttt.] The words within the crotchets 

I have recovered from the folio, and fee no reafon why they were 
hitherto omiutd. There are many pluyi of the age, if not oF 
Sliakfpeaic, that anfwer to thefc defcriptioui. SrEBVtM. 

• Smca timet hi Uo iinj, <ici FWw no tirU.l The 

tragedies of Seneca Here Lranflaied into Englim by Thomas Newton 
and oth.r!, and publifhcd firtt icparacc, it different timet, and 
aftcrwardi ill loseihei in l58l. One comedy of Flautus, vrt. the 
Mintfitmi, was like wife tratiuaied and publilhed in i5gi. 

, Stesvens. . 

T believe the ficqnenry of playi pc-rfcr raed at pubUek fcbooli. 
%l;crlcd to Shakfpcare ilic names of S fa[[0 and FlmHa ai dra- 
malick authors. T. WiMtTON. 

' ftr llifw ./ writ, ..dtti Hint,, Ihji „, tit 0*1, 'ut*,] All 
the modern ediiions have,— r.li W i>/ wir, W ti/liiirU - but 
both my old copies have— Iht i» o/»,it, I believe rlghily. Vrff, 

eiilierfor.majiW/oa, or tenlntfi, m ttgclUr,' J^Tfot ttdir"- 
JUning, for ill- fatuity by which wo iffnind end /mta. TI;ofs 
wlio i*rntc of Hie iu,,,,;,,, d.fHnr ,.:lhtd in piimary power! 

.n,l „,.,■. Afcbair, d; lii r.guLlhes l c ,< of- iardy and of 
aHivc famines iDto 5 iiiiiwniaad/jw nj/j. Johksoh. 
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Ham. 0 Jejnha, judge of IJrael, — what a trcafure 
baiift thou ! 

Pol. What a treafure had he, my lord ? 

Mar. Why — One fair daughter, and no mart. 
The which he loved pi'Jfiig well, 

Pol., Still on my daughter. [Afide. 

Ham. Am I not i'the right, oldjeptha? 

Pol. If you call me Jeptha, my lord, I have a 
daughter, that I love palling well. 

Ham, Nay, that follows not, 

Pol. What follows then, my lord? 

Ham. Why, Ai by lot, God wot* and then, yon 



That wit it litis uftd for mrilag, may be proved by the fol- 
E " Then all loo laic I bring tbj* £at(.l aril." Stuvens. 

The old copiei ire certainly light. Writ ii ufed for ori/ing by 
authors contemporary wiih Sbiklprsre. That, in Tki tfeltpt ef 
TUra PtiaUrJft, by Tliomai Nallie, i5aJ.- " . For tbc luwGc tir- 

ferable wilt, 10 hii wife, it cannot be but thou liclf, learned 
Gabriel. 1 ' Again, inBilhop Eaile'i CiatnSir 0/ « nrrf MIFij- 
jCfinn. i63o: " Then tollnwei a Bird 10 bli drugger, in a ftrangc 
loogue, which be undcrflauds, though he cannol courier. 
Again, io King Htitjfl. Parilh 

■■ Now, good my lord, lei'i fee the devlt'i aril." 

* Why, Ai ly hi. Cad ml,— feci The old fong from which 
Ihefe quoiaiioni are raten, I communicated to Hi, Ferc^, who 
hai honoured it with a place io the Tecood and Ibltd edition, of 
his mcinl Eiglijh Fsiltj. In the hooks belonging ro 

Sec. 1DC7, Vol. I. (J. ,Ci. l A 6 .,iu, "•' j'g'jLig. cf 
IJtitT P- 93. Vol. 111. Dec. 14, iSl*. 

Thil lloty was alfo one of the lavouiiie fubjcdi of ancient 
ttprSry, SfEBVIHJ. 
'There ii a Latin traced; on tbc fril>j = a of Jlftl*, by John 



13,, HAMLET, 

I Hi' it «<».— Tin firft 
i more ; 



know. II turn u As nwjt Hit il »<»,— T!i t 
row of the pious ciunfon ' will Oiow you mc 
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Enter jour or five Players. 

Yon are welcome, mailers; welcome all : — lam 
glad to fee thee well : — welcome, good friends — 
O, oldfiiend! Why, thy face is valanced 3 fince I 
faw thee 1 ail; Com'lt thou to beard me 4 in Den- 
mark? — What! my young lady andmillrefs! By-'r- 
lady, your ladyfhip is nearer to heaven, than when 
1 law you laft, by the altitude of a chopine. 5 Pray 



Drydeo in one of bit prolojuel or epilogue! hn the following 

" Criticki in plume, and white vmlmp wig." Steev«hi, 
T!ic folioi icad vuliaul, whiih teemi right. The comedian wit 
probably • ■ bearded like tbe pard." Ritson. 

* Is beard mi— ] To ittii, anciently {ignited to jit af 

iijimi,. So, in Ki«g Bnrj if. P- I: 

" No man fo potent brealhei upon Ibc ground, 
" Bui I iv ill burd him." Stsevekj. 

1 b, (it cltiiiii if a chopine.] A tiioppinc ii a high (hoe, 

or lather, a clog, worn by the Italian!, at la Tho. Heywood'l 
(.hating! of btivly, Ad V. Sdu S : 

» The Kalian in her llieh tluptai, 

>■ The Spaoiui Doom, French Madame, 
«' He do.h not fear, to go to." 
So, in Ben Jonlon'i Omnia'] Rinili .• 

I dn with raylVlf one of hia miftrefi's cilpfiki." Another 
demand), why would he be Doe of hit miKreft'i liiffiai t J itjifd 
anlWl, " becaufe he would make her ^jAir." 

Again, in Dciker'l (llolrl ml in tsnJtn, 1 6 3 I : " I'm only taking 
infliuaiont 10 make hei a lower fltptnti Die fintli fault thtt the! 



• Have <i«;inri at eo mm an dement to jo height 
Of lib ilton tanB wiih." 



K + 
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Cotl, your voke, like a piece of unenrrent gold, 
\)c not crack' d within ihc ring. 5 — Mafleis, you arc 

Sec the fipurt oFa Vcncliin CDHiieinn imon; ill c HiHti Jxtldi 




I lljcfi'iii i.l M.T.-1'i 71- CjHvi, by Bn.eunn: 

» Aft ci (li'.-'s f rs. i'J .'.'.! ' ' 

Ar:;i:i, In lieu Jm.IWi Itfojwfhi Ltij ; 

(> Li^l 3 o:d, and iratf'J o/(.iin fii n*t S ." 
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ell welcome. We'll e'en to'c like French falcon- 
ers, 6 fly at any thing we fee: We'll have a fpeech. 
flraight; Come, give us a tafle of your quality; 
come, a pallionate fpeech. 

1. Plav. What fpeech, my lord? 

Ham- I heard thee (peak me a fpeech once,' — . 
but it was never afted; or, if it was, not above 
once: for the play, I remember, pleafed not the 
million; 'twas caviare to the general:' but it was 



Again, in Deer's thr.-jl tth.;,, i(ij5 : " You Kill nol lit my 
oaibi he 'amk'i in lit riij£, will you? " Stcivciis. 

TDc following pafTagt in Lyly's (Toman » th Mlti, i5g7, as 
well a; ill at in Fktchcr'i Cgptan, might lead u5 to [appall tail 
(til plirafe fometilUM (OnveyeJ a wanton allufion I '• Well, if fbc 
vt't iwcoiy gcaiui I g-iiei. icUft bet, jiiovidtd atusyi lit be oul 
t !,fl c/ii" Hi ■•-g " f- C- 

6 hit Fno(h / u /<enm.] Tbr aroufurmt of falconry wit 

tooth cultivated 10 trsote. Id AICi c.I lUit.e, wll, Sl.aUpiate 
hi. tr,iro^..ced an .JWaavi ot falconet ii the Ffeoeli co.au. Mi. 
Toilet. al;o b:i otniieotl ibt f;o:e ciicntsQaoce, lifcruift: acds 
thil ii i> ftid io iii Tioco. Uunti 7>«<7t, p- iifp, ibit the 
mm Cce-a to nave been tbe f.tfi acd tojltft blccoets in the 
«({)((■> p*tl of toiopei" lod. tbll lb< king fenl otci hii 

(jltunc. to (how toil fpoil io k.og Jioit. ibt Eiift." SecWcldoo't 
Ctmi i/ Khgjwtt, StttvtNi. 

/ill French /atiuirj,] Tbm the folio. Quart*:— like 

/rin:."!y falconers. Hnione. 

? tiviiM (o Ma gmeial :] Gild Fletcher in lis Btjt Cm- 

newtH, iSot. v n. fays ,o Ruffia Ibty bam d..«. k.sds of 



i food. Of the. r 



Bitjccfou lat liitivltJ 11.1n.JjJ.OD of ibelt loniju dell- 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. s3y 



make the matter favoury; nor no matter in the 
phrafe. that might indite the author of afTeflion: 1 
butcall'd it, an honcfi method, 4 as ivholcfonie s as 
fweet, and by very much mote bandfome than fine. 
One fpeech in it I chiefly loved: 'twas Eneas' talc 
to Dido; and thereabout of it efpecially, where he 
fpeaks of Priam's daughter; If it live in your me- 
mory, begin at this line ; let me fee, let me fee 

The rugged Pyrrhtu, like the Hyrcanian btqft, e — 
'tis not fo ; it begins with Pyrrhua. 



q fotnf dtgrcc fuppnrted by 



flyblown comedies." Though, the dlhcr phiale v.ai lifeil as l»= 

>i in the year i6C3, in A Gonji.fi eflijli, kc. •' for juoteti, 

joci ; and foi curiooi falhl,, fj[ ( ,. rf STSivENt. 

s indiie III Ml/tor tj aJftOUm ;] laitii, for imiS. 

_ — .hit: 1 1 ihi author of apfliom] i. e. eomia lUe (nihof o( 
being a taniaaital tg,aU writer. Mill* tails Mjlvolio ao aj. 
JlSin'd at,, an ,ff,Bti aft; and in Uvii inlaw "i L*Jl, Na- 
Ibaolel Kill the Pedani, that oil rcabns " ia:i ictn with, mthttt 
iff t aion." 

Aeain, in ihe tunflation of Cafr-limis CoktHit, by Hobby, 



Again, in Chapman', Pt.facc 10 Ovid; Bandit i,{ Sffl/l, l5o5 : 
" CLiftUTilie in o/.ffi-j* of ivoidi and iodi s c[led conceit, i» pe- 
daniitall and ehilailh." Stexvehs. 

* („, tafftf H, an icnrjl auUld,] Hamlel'ii Idling how 

much his jwtgemcai diFc.cd from thai of oihc'n. Cm /oij, tkm 
W«J •t/,H,l, i„ H, Hi,,,, fcc. Ul tallii il an ,fovfi vuliod. Iht 
author probably gave it,— Bui I caltid il in ianij nitltJ, kc. 

[ohkson. 

an hontll sulhJ,] Hut-iJI, for cltjlt. Wamuitom. 

* — 01 wljit/sm, icj This paffjgc was .ecoveicd from tbe 
quariai by Of. Johiifiin. Stekvihu. 

■• FjhuU nulllua veneris, moralaque rr6!t." M. MAiOH, 

* Til iiugrd Pjriin, Str.j Mr. Mjlone onte nbferved' to mt, 
ihil Mr. Cautll fuppofrd [he fpeerh ullcied. by iht I'laylt Lrfoic 
if unfit, to have bi.cn tattn fiOJ ao ancient drama, entitled '» fli.'a 
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The rugged Pyrrhus,~he, whofe jable armi,' 
Black as hn purpaf;, did the night rtfmbtc 



Wlib the Olid thereof lilt kiflg fell doiunj ' 
.1 painted lyiant, I'yrrhus Hood i " 



" Wi'i.-:. mad. fi,i,c: 3 L. i'.-mc burn I f.ijic: Tr 

" X>/Ja. Ah, how crmtii poor .incr.s ftapt their hi 
" &*. My mother JW, j;;ilous of n.j health, 
" Convaid toe from their trooked ox II and bauds: 
" So I cftapt the furious PirrAtu wroth, 
" Who then rjo to the palUcc of tin King, 
■' And at Jnvii Altai finding Fiitmvs, 

About whofe within), neck hunt. Hrcuha, 
•■ Paulding his hand in hers, and jnynily both 
" li£j'.i:i S their brcafl. and f.ilin.j mt the ground, 
• He with his faulcfaioni point rjlfuc- U p at oace ; 



" '[ his butcher, whil'il his hjuds were yet he 
" Treading, upon his brejfl, il.okeorTr.is hm 
Oris. O end, jEucas, I cm hear no mo: 



HAMLET, 



With blood of fathers, mothers, daughtefs, Jons ; 
Bak'd and impafled with the parching jlruli, 
That Und a tyrannous and a damned light 
To their lord's murder: Roajltd in wrath, and fire, 
And thus o'cr-fued with coagulate gore, 
With eyes like carbuncles, ' J the hellijh Pyrrhia ■ 
Old grandfire Priam fecks, — So proceed you.* 
Pol. 'Fore God, my lord, well fpoken; wuh 
good accent, and good difcretion. 
1. Plav. Anon he finds him 
Striking too fhort at Greeks; his antique fwerd, 
Rebellious to his arm, lies where it falls. 
Repugnant to command: Unequal tnatch'd, 
Pjrrhas at Priam drives; in rage, Jlrikes wide; 
Bat with the whiff and wind of his fell fword- 
Thc unnerved father falls. Then ftnfehfs Ilium 
Seeming to feel this blow, with flaming top 
Sloops to his baft; and with a hideous crafh 
Takes prifoner Pyrrhus" ear; for, lo! his /word 
Which was declining on the milky head 
Of reverend Priam, feem'd i'thc air to Jlick; 
So, as a painted tyrant, 1 Pyrrhus flood; 
And, like a neutral to his will and matter, 
Bid nothing. 

But, as we often fee, againjl fame florm, 
A filence in the heavens, the rack fland flilt,- 
The bold winds fpeechlefs, and the orb below 

> md eyes Nil cubunclci,] So, in MUioii'i Par.HJ, LtJ, 
B. IX. I. Son i 

' Scpmaii jo«.] Tbcb wordi JIC aol ia tbxlolio. 

Maionf. 

' — a a paioltd tjml,] Shakrptare wis probably litre 
thinking or tht litmtndoui ptrfooages often rcpufcntid in old 
Hpeflty, whole uplifted (ivoidi^iisi in He «ir, ind it ssliias- 

MAlONt. 
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As hufhas death:* anon, the dreadful thunder 
Doth rend the region: So, after Pyrrhus* paufe, 
A reuftd vengeance Jets him >;rw a work ; 
And never did the Cyclops' hummers fall 
On Mars's armour,'' forgd for proof Heme, 
With l(J: rcmorfe than Pynhus' bleeding fword 
Now falls on Priam. — 

Out, out, thou Jlrumpet, Fortune'. All you gods, 
In general fynod, take away her power ; 
Break ail thtjpokes and fellies from her wheel. 
And bowl the round nave down the hill of heaven, 
As low us to the/tends. 
Pol. Thisistoo long. 

Ham. .It (hall to the barber's, with your beard. — . 
Pr'ythee, lay on: — He's forajig, or a tale of baw- 
dry,' or belleeps: — fay on: come to Hecuba. 



ThitHit« le.dt we to fufpefi tlm Shatrptare wrolr_ihe bold 
BtW fpticbiefl. Many fimilar niiflalcl hive happened in t!itf« 
plsys, where the wnitl endi wilt, ihc fame teller wilt] which lha 
*eii begin*. Malohi. * 

■ And „,v,r dU f-t C),hff laMrri fill 

adopted fiora tl.e 3d Book of Sidney i JrcacY*? " Vulcan, «h>g 
he wrought ai hie witVt lequefl ^tcsi an aim our, mad. not- hit 
hammer btget a gteaur found lba» the fwnidi of ihofe nobis 
knights did" tic. SruviM, 

■ H,; fi T « „ . M. t j Uwir,,] Sea <tot> c. 

>' your only jlg-»,hr," A3 III. ft. li. SrtEVEM. 

A jig, in out poel't lime, Egnified a ludicroui metrical cntnpD- 
iTtioti, a ( veil ai i dant*. Here 11 ii ufed in the forme, fenfe. So 
in Floiio'i Itali.in Did. rSoSt " Ftotlola. a touoliic jig;, or 
round, 01 countric fong, or tranlon vetfei. See Til Blftilnl 
i«*tnf ej Ui E'glfi Slip, It. Vol. HI. malum. 



,44 HAMLET,- 

i. Play. But who, ah woe!' had Jan the moblcd 

queen* 

HAM." The moblcd queen? 
Vol. That's good? mobkil queen is good, 
i. Play. Run barefoot up and down, thieat'nmg 

the jlamts 

MtH.4 (, t oiS» UiitU, {.•/.* ««.«*. lOHssoK. 

I «hl» wo.d ... Shi.l<> . «».;.■«. -I r«-v« 
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With bijfoa rheum; 1 a clout upon that head, 
White late the diadem pod; and, for a robe, 
About her lank and all e'er-teemed loins, 
A blanket, in the alarm of fear caught up; 
Who this had feen, with tongue in venom Jleep'd, 
^ainjlfortune'sjlatewouldtreafon have pronoune'd 
But if the gods tkemfelva did fee her then, 
Whenfhejaw Pjrrhus make malicious fport 



(Unlefs things mortal move than not at all.) 
Would have made mikh' the burning eyes of hea- 
ven. 

And pafflon in the gods. 

Pol. Look, whether be has not turn'd his co- 
lour, and has tears in's eyes. — Pr'ytticc, no more. 

Ham. 'Tiswell; I'll have thee fpeak out -the reft 
of this Toon. — Good my lord, will you Tee the 
players well beflow'd? Do yon hear, let them be 
well ufed; for they are the ab draft, and brief 
chronicles, of the time: After your dtath you w,ere 
better have a bad epitaph, than their ill report 
while yonlive. 

Pol, My lord, I will ufe them according to their 
deferl. 

Ham. Odd's bodikin, man, much better: Ufe 
every man after his defert, and who ihalt 'fcape 
whipping? Ufc them after your own honour and 

' Willi biflon ,kam f] Bifn othiftn, i. t. bliud. A woid flill 
ID uSt in feme p.nts of the Narlh of England. 

So, in Cltittmm; Wliai liatm cm jimr lifta confpeauitid 
elf=n out of ihii cb*«a«?" r 



;i iLit cpiibct to dew: 
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HAMLET, 



dignity: The lei's they defcrve, the more merit is 
in your bounty. Take them in. 
Pol. Come, firs. 

Ham. Follow him, friends : we'll hear a play to- 
morrow.— Doll tbon hear me, old friend; canyon 
play the murder of Gonzago? 

1. Play. Ay, my lord. 

Ham. We'll have it to-morrow night. You 
could, for a need, ftudy a fpeech offome dozen 
or fixteen lines, which I would fet down, and in- 
fer! in't? could you not? 

l. Play. Ay, my lord. 

Ham. Very well. — Follow that lord; and look 
you mock him not. [ Extunt Polonius and Players.] 
My good friends, [ To Ros. andGuiL.] I'll leave 
you till night: you are welcome to lilfinore, 

Ros. Good my lord! 

[Exiunt Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. 

Ham. Ay, fo, God be wi 1 yon : — Now 1 am alone 
O, what a rogue and pcafant Have am I ! 
Is it not monllruus, that this player here, 1 

■ I) U *H nin/fiii, tUt Uii flayir Iwi,] Ii Should feeht Iron 
the tomplitated nature ol Inch paru a* Hamlet, Lear, kc. I hat 
■ he lime of Shitlpeare had producid fnrae eicellem peiforrseti. 
He would force have [afcen the pain* 10 form charafler. which he 
had' no profpccl of feeing rcpicfented with forre and propriety on 
tbe ftagt. 

Hi) play* indeed, hy their own power, muft have given a dif- 
ferent turn to afting, aud almoll new-created Ihe performer* of 
tillage. Myfieiitj, Moraliliei, and Enle.ludii, ' afforded no ma- 
terial* for art tn wort on, no difciircinaiions of character, orvaiie- 
tici of appropriated language. From tragedies like Canijf/,, 
TnmSutioiPU, and Jfronyno, nature val wholly banilhed j and the 
eomedie* of Gammir Gnrisa, Common CmJjcjmi, and Thi OU 
Wivn Tali, might have had juftic* dout 10 them by- thi lowtft 
order of banian beiugi. 
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But in a fi&ion, in a dream of paflion, 
' Coalcl force" his foul fo to his own conceit, 
That from her working, all his vifage wann'd 
Tears in his eyes, diftraftion in's afpe'fl, * 



StnBUa iU «mW, mntiffti ttftatu alia 
■On wanting, when the dramas of Shukfpeare made Iheir firH ap- 
pearance; and to tbefc we were certainly iodebted far the excellence 
of aflora who coutd never have improved fo long as ilieir rcnUV 
bilities were unawakrord, their incmoriei burthcocd only by pe- 
dis tick or puritanical declamation, and their manners vulgariied 
by pleafaotry of as low an origin. SlEEVINI, 

* _ oil lif rifip winnMi] [The Folio_-re*rra\i.] This 
might do, did not the old quarto lead 09 to a more eiaft and perti- 
nent reading, which is— vifage mas' if; i. e. turned ftU or tn 
fas fo the vifage appears when the tniud is thus alfcclioued, and not 
Mfn'dor uuuVd. Waebubtos. 

* tUl, /rati in vwihg,^tljii siftp tvann'd ; ^ ^ 

fliould have been fpelt,) ia the reading oftbe quarto, which Dr. 
Watburton, 1 thiol: lightly, rcftored. The folio reads svjrurj, 
for which Mr. Steeveos contends in the followine note: 
" The working of the ton 



inttfead of taxing it away.- The 



to eoqnire. That Shaxfpeare [/(.ft/he could, and conGdeied the 
fpeech in qnetlion a.^UWy to produce •mi/i, is proved decifively 

feeoei which add fitch fup port to the original reading, that 1 bave 

fioilhed his fpeecb, Folooius exclaims, 

•' Loot, whether hehatnnt Hits' J ii. eoionr, and lias tfrl in 
ill ijis." Here we find the clfort to Died tears, /aline; ati»j, not 
thing 3 colour. ' If it be objefled, that by iWi ii: flfcur, 
Shakfpeare meant that the player grt<* ui, a palTage ia JC/itj 

L a 



HAMLET, 



A broken voice, and his whole fnncTion failing 
With forms to his conceit? And ail for nothing 1 
For Hecuba ! 

What's Hecobato him, or he to Hecuba, 5 

That he fhould weep for her ? What would he do, 

Had he the motive and the cae for paflion, 6 

That I have ? He would diown the fiage with tears. 



KUhardlll. in which the poet ii again defcriblng an actor, who 
ii mailer of hit art, will it once anfwer the objeaion: 

" Bid. Const, coulin, canfl tbou aitaki, aad thangi tif 

«• Murder thy breath in middle ofaword; 
" And tbeu again begin, and Hop again, 
■ • As if thou wctl iijtratgkt and mad with ItrrlT * 

» Butt, Tut, I cm counterfeit tbe iitp {'agidian ; 
" TrmHc and ftart at wagging of a ilraw," ic. 
The words, faaif, and inrnr, and ttmbti, ai well as the whole 
context, ihew, that by « change thj ts/sar," Shakfpcare meant pom 

fill, MALOHE. 

The word a/pcH (ai Dr. Farmer v:ry properly oLrerves| was in 
Shakfpeare'r. line accented on the fecond fyllable. The folio 
exbibili tbe pillage ai 1 have printed it. Stbevens. 

1 VfUCi Hctuia la aim, |ci.] It id plain Shakfptirv.alladci in 
aflorytold of Alexander the erur.1 tyrant of Pherae in ThetTaly, 
who feeing > famoni tragedian i& in the Troidcs of Euripides, waa 
fo fcuGbly touched that he left the theatre before the play was 

thofe be murdered, Iho'nld weep at tbe fuffcings of Htoitl and 
Audromacbc. Set Plutarch in the Life of Felopidai. Upton. 

Sbikfpelre, il is highly probable, had leadvlic life of Felopidai, 
bat I fee no ground for luppofiog there is here an ailuilnn to ix. 
Himiit ii not auiarncd of being fecn 10 weep at a theatrical ex. 
hibiiion, but moilidtdihiit rr player, in a drie™ if ft$n, fhould 
appear mote agitated by fictiiious forrow, than the prince was by 
a real calamity. Malons. 

* 'thi (ai/orio^SB,] The iiV, the dvtHh*. Johhsoh. 

Thli phrafc is theatrical, and occur) at leait a doien liracs in am 
author's plays. Thus, fj,t Quince to Flute in A Mid/ummir Nighft 
DrMB,." Vou fpeak all your part at ouec, can aud all." Sec alio 
Vol. XII!. p. js 4 , n. fi. SltkVIHS. 
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And cleave the general ear 7 with horrid fpeech; 
Make mad the guilty, and appal the free. 
Confound the ignorant; and amaie, indeed. 
The very faculties of eyes and ears. 
Yet I, 

A dull and muddy-mettled rafcal, fpeak, 
Likejohn a-dreams, 8 unpregnant of my caufc,' 
And can fay nothing; no, not for a king, 
Upon whofe property, and molt dear life, 
A damn'd defeat was made.* Am I a coward? 



' (If gamut ear— ] Tbe earof'all mankind. So before,^* 

Caviari 16 thi general, thai it, 10 lot auHitvii. Johssob. 

' iiif joho a -dre ara >,j Juin ».ir(.Bj, i. e. t/Jr« B i, means 

filly fellow. Thus 'the puppet formc.l/'tbio'wn at during the 
feafop of Lem, was called Jatk-a-lnt, and the ignis faluui Jacl- 

nick-name, (ctms 10 hive been Tome well-known chUaer, as I 
Lave met with more than one aUuGon to him. So, in Hev, wilt 
,ou la Safin IVtUm, et Gattiit JJanx/j Hu*t « up, by Naflie, 
i5nS: " The defection of that poor J«\r>-a-dttj»u Hi man, 
whom he had hired," kc. Jtin-a-Dro,*,, is likewlfe a foolifh. 
ihaiaBer in WhelftWs Frtmij and Cajtnira, 1S78, who it 
friied by informer!, has nnt much to fay in his defence, »nd it 
cheated out of his money. Steevehs. 

* — unpregnnnt of my tuft,] Unprtguaul, for having m Jut 

Rather, not qiatlnii uitk a tuw dipt ef vntrmai net taming ' 

' A dnai" J defeat udi mail.] Bi/iof, for JiJitSiin. 

WU1DITOH, 

R.iher, Ji/paftffin, Johnior. 

Tbe word dtft*t t (which certainly means itftt&ito in the pre- 
fent inftance) is veiy licenlioufly tiled by the old writers, ,£hak- 

tpeare in Olktth employs it yet more 'quaintly " Dtjiat thy 

favour with an ufurped beard;" and Middleton, in his comedy 
called At) TiUg fir a Quirt Lift, hyl— " 1 heard of your 

Again, in Htvtugt far Himwi, by Chapman ■ 

" Thai he mi ? iit meantime null a fute dtjtai 
" Onoursoodaged fathet't life." 

Li 



i5o HAMLET, 

Who calls me villain ? breaks my pate acrofs ? 
Plucks offmy beard, and blows kin my face? 
Tweaks me by the nofe? gives me the lie i'lhc 

As deep as to the lungs ? Who docs me this? 
Ha ! 

Why, I mould take it: for it eannotbe, 
But! am ptgeon-liver'd, and lack gall 
To make oppreffion bitter ; or, ere this, 
I ihould have fatted all the region kites 
With this Have's offal : Bloody, bawdy villain ! 
Reruorfclefs, treachcrons, lecherous, kindlels 3 vil- 
lain ! : - 
Wh'y, what an afs am I ? This is mod brave ; 4 
That I, the fori of a dear father murder'd, 
Prompted to my revenge by heaven and hell, 
Muff, like a whore, nnpack my heart with words. 
And fall a curfing, like a very drab. 



alifr: iijati, F. See Minlhcu in v. Miofieu toniidtn Ihe fub- 
fljmivci ttjial and drfral-n « fynnnymous. The Former he 
d=fin ( i« cvtithrsai Hit Ijircr, «ituJi«. sr Jlaeghttr if an. In 
KingHnry V. we have a fimilat phiafeology i 
y. ■ " MAhsirfat y« nl he fOWtn of Fniee." 

And (tie word It again ufed io ike fame lenfe in Ibe lalt aa of 
Ihilp],,: 

■ -- " ! :>r ,'.•/,,/ 



« W/z/j—t CeW. Jon 

rm h u,ut an ,j< .» n ri,. , 



radjl iraci,] The folio 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. lil 



A fculljon ! B 

Fie npon't! foh ! About ray brains!' Humph! I 

have beard, 
That guilty creatures, fitting at a play,' 
Have by the very cunning of the fceue 
Been ftmck fo to the foul, that prefently 
They have proclaim'd their malefactions : 
For murder, though it have no tongue, will fpeak 
With molt miraculous organ. I'll bave thefe playeri 
Play fomething like the murder of my father, 
Before mine jincle : I'll obferve his looks ; 
I'll tent him* to the quick; if he do blench,* 
1 know my courfe. The fpirit, that I have feen 
May be * devil : and the devil hath power 
To affume a pleating fb.ape; yea, and, perhaps, 

* K/trtli— .'] Thmi tfas folia. The quiitot ieid,— A Jttltin. 

« | J[f U ( mj ttiini'.] ffiir, li jitr ami. Bran, go ileal 

Thii cipreffinn (which fcemi i parody oo the nival one,— afoul 
».') occur, in lilt Second Pan of .be Jrw ip, by Heywood, 

■ ' Mj hut* ntwi iglln ! for iIioh hall found 

to fig'nify, " be my ibougtw Ihifiad inlo a contrary direaioo." P 

TM gmllf LlZ™"ji'ing 'I * >(•;,] A number of theft ftoriei 
are collided together byTlioaiii Heywood, in bit Ami i fWlftflUh 

STEtVEBI. 

• —tat him — ] Search hi ■ wound I, Johnson. 

» if hi dt blench,] If heJJriai, or Ban. lb* word li ufrd 

by Fletcher, in Ttt Nil.lil-um{ltT : 

" Blind ai no "dingtr, ihoajfi il be ■ gitlovi." 
Again, in Gower, Di Cm/i^k .inaMi, Lib. VI. fol. nil 

" Without S/rrnii'(tj( of mine eie." SliEVIMi. 
See Vol. X. p. it, n. j. tULOMI, 

L 4 



HAMLET, 



Out of my weaknefs, and my melancholy, 
(As lie is very potent with fach fpirits.) 
Abufcs me to damn me: I'll have gronnds 
More relative than this : 1 The play's the thing, 
\Vhereiii I'll catch the confcience of the king. 

[Exit. 



ACT III. S C E N E I. 

A Room in the Cajllc. 

^H/frKing, Queen, Polonius, Ophelia, Rosen-, 
cranz, and Guildenstern. 

Kikg. And can you by no drift of conference 1 
Get from him, why he pats on this confufion ; 
Giating fo harflily all his days of quiet 
With turbulent and dangcrons Innacy? 

Ros. He does confefs,be feels himfelf difliacled ; 
But from what canfe be will by no means fpeak. 

GuiL. Nor do we find him forward to be founded ; 
But, with a crafty rnadnefs, keeps aloof, 
\Vhen we would bring him on to fotne confeffion, 
pf his true ftate. 

Queen. Did he receive you well ? 

Ros. Moft like a gentleman. 

( Mori relaiite lUn Ml :] Silathi for tmiBiA. 

Wakburtojj. 

Cemiatfi i> only ihc conftqutnlial halt. Rihlwi it niitl, nUlid, 

fMI, (HU&'J. JOHKiON. 

i — — «n/«ini(_j Tue folio nidi— titismjlntt. SrEevENi. 
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Guil. But with mach forcing ofhis difpoution. 

Ros. Niggard of queftion ; but, of our demands 
Mod free in his reply. 4 

Queen. Did yon aflay him 

■ Toany paGime? 

Ros. Madam, it fo fell out, that certain players 
We o'er-ranght on the way; 5 of there we told him ; 
And there did'feem in him a kind of joy 
To hear of it: They are about the court; 
And, as I think, they have already order 



i) the deftiiption of the 
(onveifation of t man whom Ihe [peal ' 
Jividti; and who tift altwj when Ibey w 
bul Rich a defcription can never pifs hg 
Ipeate certainly wrote it jufl Ihe other way t 

Molt free cf ja.jfiai; but, tlov J.nanjj, 
Niggard in il, T,piy. 
That this is the true reading, we need but turn back to the 
preceding fcene, for Hamlet'i conduit, to be fatisfjtd. 

Wa<bustok. 

Warburlon forget! thit by qntjiim, ShaHpeare doei noi ufually 
loU, rH .i. n , but tiftwf. < yet ,n which ever hvh the word 
be taken, this account given by Rofencranlc agreei but ill with the 
feme between him and Hamlet, as actually rcprefemcd. 

M. Mason. 

Slow to begin eosv citation, but free enough in his anfwers to 
our demands. Guildenftern has jult faiil that Hamlet kept aloof 
when they wifbedto hriug him to confrk the taufc of bis diflriaion- 
RofcneranLi therefore here mull mean, that up It that f'shl, nil they 
touch'd on iblat, he was free eonugb in bis anl'wers. Malone. 

* — m o'er-raught m tii tuji] Ovn-taugit is na-rittkti, that 



Again, in the 5th Book of Gawin Douglas'*, tranflallon of Tii 
" War not the faroyn myifottoun me orrr.rjml/." 
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This night to play before liim. 
Pol. 



*Tis mod tree: 



And lie befeech'd me 10 entreat your majefties, 
To hear and fee the matter. 

King. With, all my heart; and it doth much 

To hear him fo inclined. 

Good gentlemen, give him a farther edge, 

And drive his purpofe on to thefe delights. 

Ros. We fliall, my lord. 

[Exeunt Rosencrantz and Guildensterk. 

King. Sweet Gertrude, leave na too. 

For we have clofcly fent for Hamlet hither; 
That he, as 'twere by accident, may here' 
Affront Ophelia:' 

Her father, and myfelf (lawful efpials,') ' 
Will fo beftow ourfelves, that, feeing, unfeen, 
We may of their enconnter fjankly judge ; 
And gather hy him, as he is bchav'd, 
1ft be the affl'i£lion of his love, or no. 
That thus. he fuffers for. 

Queen. I fhall obey yon: 

' — msf hsie— ] The folio, (I fuppofe by in eiror of Ifat 






>■ By your tftUU wcic difcoTcnU 




The wordi — <• Uwful ofpiali," a» found naif la lie folio. 



Stisvims. 
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And, foryout part, 3 Ophelia, 1 do wifh, • 
That youF good beauties be the happy caufe 
Of Hamlet's wildnefs; i'o fliall 1 hope, your virtue* 
VVilJ bring him to his wonted way again, 
To both your honours. 

Ofh. Madam, I wifli it may. 

[Exit Queen. 

Pol. Ophelia, walk yon here: — Gracious, fo 
pieafe you, 

We will bellow ourielves :— Read on this book ; 

[4*0 OrHELlA. 
Tha't lhow of fuch an exercife may colour 
Your lonelinefs.'— We are oft to blame in this,— 
'Tistoo muchprovd, 3 — that,with devotion's vifage, 
And pious a&ion, we do fugar o'er 
The devil himfelf. 

King. .0, 'tis too true! how (mart 

A lafh that fpeech doth give my confeience 1 . ■ 
The harlot's cheek, beauty'd with plafl'ring art, 
Is not more ugly to the thing that helps it, * 
Than is my deed to my moft painted word: 
O heavy harden! [AM 1 - 

Pol. I hear him coming; let's withdraw, my lord. 

[Exeunt King and Polonius. 

■' Ani, ftr yoor ftrt,] Thui lb< quiilo, 1601, and the folio. 
Tht modern ediiori, /ollowiog a qnuio of no authority, itad— ; 

or mf plTt. MALONE. 

!■ Tour ionelintfi.] Thui the folio. The firB sod fecund quarlo» 
read loulintji. Stuevinj. 

a Ti'j Us Bulk ptev'd,] It ii found bj loo ficqueot eiptritnce. 

Johhiob. 

« acu * s tf to ISi (If™? tiit Ulfi it,] Thai it, csafani 

wifi ibe ibing liiai htlpi it, Johlsdh. 
' So, BenJonCon : 

" All tbit thty did wai piclj lo ibis." SX1I7HI. 



HAMLET, 



Enkr Hamlet. 

Ham. To be, or not to be, s that is the tjueflion : — ■ 
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind, to fuii'cr 

■ Tt it, or twl U 61, ] Of this celebrated foliloquy, which 
turfting from a mm dilicaatfl with contrariety of defuei, and 
overall timed with the magnitude of bit own putpofet, ii coo- 
neBed rather in the [pcatcr's mind, tbiB on his tongue, I (hall 

produces another. 

Hamlet, knowing himfelf injured ia the mod inormnu] and 
atrocious degree, and feeing no menu of icdreli, but fiich ai 
muH eipofc him to the extremity of hazard, mediiatei on hit fitu- 

VJ„ Hi, pnfT^di ithnee^lf™/ to decide', wh™b«, afto 
«»«/"' Jl'". ™*" lo t«. « not to he. That h^the qu.itiot,, 

*Sm 0 jl fnitaole to «U e Jd"g a ii y of reJto™ HJbgv li" >"t^"o) 

them, aJ s i p'hapi wiili thi tab of life. If Is weie 10 Jlitp, 
-no ami, and tj a jlup la txd the mifcrici of our nature, filch a fleep 

retHm our power! o [fen Chili ty, we mutt pW to' coufider, i'ji liar 



10 corifcicr.ee, which, by turning the mind upon Ml] rcjarj, chilli 
the ardour of nfiUiim, checki tin vigour of txlirpriii, and roakei 
the cnrr/nlof dcCre flaguaie in inaaivity. 

We may fuppafe that he would have applied thefe general obfel- 
Titioni to hi I own cafe, hut that he difcovend Ophelia. 

Johnson. 

Or, Jolmron's explication of the Oil five linei of lliil paiTjge i. 
fd rely wrong. Hamlct^h not d :ri;iu-4 wilder after our pre- 

live, or put la enJ in hi; lif: as ii mint: I out by the fecond and 
the three following linei. which arc mioircKly a pmpnrafe on the 
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The flings and arrows ofomragcons foitnne;* 
Or to take arms againft a fea of troubles, 7 

of the fiftb line, " II 10 were lo deep," &c. Dr. johnfon bai 
marked out with his ufual accuracy. , 

In our poet's Hif ej Lxcmr ™e find ihe fame quiilion ftalcd, 
which ii prnpofrd in the beginning of ihc prefcul foliloqiiy : 

. with hcifclf Ihe iiln mutiny, ' 

" To Hot or niiiJ of Hi ia'ain wir< (rtiir." 

Ma lose. 

11 — . arrows c/ oulrflgrdij foriune;] 11 Homines nos hi rffc 
memiuctimus, el legs naios, ut oainibus ttlii fotlaaa piopolita lit 
Vila nollra." Ck. Epift. Fain. v. 16. Steevens. 

among ibe decks grew into a proverbial Stage; jtctxap Jahausa, 
mutest wgixVfiU. So that the npiefion' ficoraiivtly meant, ibe 

Mr. Pope propofed firfi. I know not why there Ibould be To 
touch foliciiude aboul Iliis metaphor. Sbakfpeaie break; hi! mcta- 
phori often, and iu this defultory fpeech there wai left need of pre- 
fe.viog the*. J0IO..0M. 

A fimilar phrafe occur! in Rycliaide Mory line's tTaollaiioo of 

Ludovirui Vives'i lntTOduBii* 10 WjftJtmt, 1S41.! " ho>7 

great a Jtt of mih rucry day ouerucneth " tic. 

The change, however, which Mr. Pope would recommend, may 
be juflified from a palTage in Surnil and Julitt, feme ihe Jail: 
" You— 10 remove thm/ugi of pitf tram her — " 

One cannot bat wonder that the frolic It doubt fhould be eoter- 
tained concerning an eiprrlEon which is fo much in Shakfpcarc'i 
manner; yei, 10 prefers the integrity of the metaphor, Dr. Wat- 
buiton reads ojiit of troubles, la the Prtimfitiu Cint7w of £fcby- 
lui 1 licoilar imagery it fouod 1 

" The ftormy Jia of dire calami'!,.'' 
and in the fame play, as an anonymous writer has obferved, Gcat. 
Mopuinr, Aug. I7I!>) we have a metaphor no left haifh than that 
• f Ihe text: 

eoMfsi cfi hoyot ■bmicw' crxit 

ZTuyvK n-fof uvutaii sciiif. 

• ■ My plaintive niordr in vain confufedly beat 
" Againft the ic«u if laHJal nifty." ' 
IbakfpeaH: might have found the very phrafe that be bn cm. 
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HAMLET, 



And,by.oppofing,end them?— To die,— to fleep, 

No more -and, by a lleep, to lay wc end 

The heart-aco, and the thoufand natural fliocks 

That flefb is heir 10, — 'tis a confumination 

Devoutly to be wifti'd. To die ; — to lleep ; — 

To fleep ! perchance to dream ;— ay, there's the rub ; 

For in that fleep of death what dreams may come. 

When we have fbufflcd off this mortal coil, 3 

Muft give us paufe : There's the refpedt, 1 

That makes calamity of fo long life : 

For who would bear the whips and fcorns of time, 3 



plowed, in Til TragiJj if Qutm Ciriila, Hmoui lot. Magistra- 
ls, 1S7S, which uodoubledly he lead: 

» For laclce of fitudcs 10 tell myfw of gilileflc/marJ." 

Menander nfcl Ibll very eiprtffion. Frigm, p. 21. AratUl. 
is mo. I71g: 

Eir trthaytt auTcv t/j.Ca>.eis yaf vfay/nnair. 
" In iwi melijinrum le conjiciei." HoLI Whits. 
« It Ait,— to pip.} This palfjge it ridiculed in TliScttn. 
Jul Ladj of Beaumont and Fletcher, as followi : 

>• . be deieas'd, that ii, alleep. for fo the word ii taken. 

It finp, I) dii, I" dii, ttjlttpi a very figure, fir." tc. &c. 

STIIVINt. 

» mjrla! coil,] i. e. turmoil, bultle. Wariitrton. 

A paffage refembliog tbii, occurs in a poem entitled A Mlfiill 
Difams ojtfit Slnngm, aL&iy and a Knight, publilhed by Churcli. 
yard, among his Chifpti, i'jt'i : 

" Yes, Jhalhg effthi; finjnUfc,h, 
" Me thincke in cloudei 1 fee, 
" Among the pcrfitc cliefcn lambs, 

i' A place piepaide for mee." STfEvirJi. 

■ 1W1 til rer pl fl,] i. (. the confideration. Set Vol. XVI. 

p. n. 6. Malohe. 

3 the whips mi Jam of lime.] The evils here complained 

of are not Ihc product of time or duiaiion iimply, but of a cor- 
rupted age or manoers. We may bt fure, then, that Sliakfpeaie 

til v hips. end fans of lh' time.: 

and tha drfcription of the evils of a corrupt a(C, Hbicb. follow), 
eoaStmi this emendation, Wabrgktom. 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. i5g 
The oppreffor's wrong, ibe proud man's contumely^* 



It may be remarked, that Hamlet, in bit enumeration of mlf«- 
rin, forgetj. wheihcr piope.ly or no., that he ii > prince, »■»> 
mention! many evili 10 which inferior fbiiom only arc eipoted. 

I think we might venture to read — lit toiiyr mifcsm e'lii droll, 
I. e. or times fatiiicai at the age of Shakfpeaic, which probibtv 
furnilbed him with Iheidei. 

1q the reigni of Elicjbcih. and Iimsi (particularly in the former) 



many of ilitfc publication!, which wcie almofl all pointed at indi- 

Daniel, In liii Mn/ofMlui, i5og, liai the fame complaint : 
■ i Do you not fee there patnphlcli, litiU, rbimei, 
" Ttiife ftran S e confuled lumulu of the inind, 
" Alt grown id be the ficknefxj/ lii/t linn, 
•< The great diftafe inflicted on mankind?'' 
' Wlifi and /(Oriti are furcly 11 infcparablc companions, ai public*, 
puuHhmCBl and infamy. 

Qaipi, the void which Dr. Johnfon would introduce, ii derived, 
by all ctymniogiils, frnm wfys. 

cernmeot. He therefore Ulkc I in llffuch evils as coul^befall rnan- 
kind in general, without. conGdeiing uirstclf at prefei.t a; a prince, 
or wifhing to avail him ft If of the few eiemptiont which high place, 
might once have claimed. 

In part of King Jamei ['ft EnluUhmiM faffing It til Coioaa/ion, 
by Beo Jonfon and Decker, it the following line, and cote on ibll 

By ifni we'^undeiHand' Ju fri/iit." Thii explanation afford, 
the fenfe for which I Lave . enntcuded, and without change. 



« Stay In I quick jocund fkipj, and force him tin 
■« A £ad-p»e - d eourfe, untill my akifi be done.*" 

Tnui the quarto. Tot 



i6o H A M L E T, 

The pangs ofdefpis'd love, 6 the law's delay; 
Tlie infuleiice of office, and the fpuras 
That patient merit of the unworthy takes. 
When h : nfelf might his quietus make 
With a l. bodkin? 5 who would fardels bear. 



folio reads— the poor man's conlumely; the contumely which tho 
poor iajd is obliged to endure : 

" Nil habct infelU paupertai duriui in fe, 
■ ■ Quarn quod ridicules booiinci f.icit." 

■ j/delpli'd Int.] lhc folio rcadi— of Ji/frk'4 love. 

Srcivani.' 

ffitta ban boJkior] The 6rfl eipreffion ptobahly illuded 
lo the writ of difchaT £ e, which was fortn.ily granted 10 Ihofe b»- 
ronJ and tniejps _ v-^i verfotulli -"-"'ed ilieking on an v foreign: 

[| it at tbil tin.e D.e term for ihe icqnituncc which every Iheriff 
receive) on frttlinB bit accour.lt at Ibc exchequer. 

[charge of an account, by VMArj 

■ " [Being noif my IWard) here upon jour lips 
" I fign tour fniilui tfi." 

" you had the trick in audit lime to be tick, 

A Miis wai ibe ancient terra for a /mall itgpr. So, in the 
Second part of 7"lr.flli'rtnr Jtu Anij'./Sooi/, 410. hi, 1. rigS 1 

" Moi hiring any more weapons but a poor povnado, which. 

ufuiHy he dill weire about him, and taking il in liil band, deli- 
vertri therefpiccbei unto it. Thou, lillyilrflia, (halt tnilh the piece 
of worlc." S:e. 

In Ibe margin oTSlowe-i Chronicle, edit. .614. it ii laid, that 
Cifa: was (lain with Mkirt; and in Til Mvjti LttUng-gtaji, by 
Randolph, i63S: 

" Af is. A rapier's hu; a l>d£m. 

Ofjulini Cifar'i death!" Uorfl not vtnime 
■• Into a ia)lar'i fhup, Foi fur of Mtmi." 
Again, in T\t Gijlm cJtU Ciuntrj, by Beaumont and Fletcher : 

" Out with your » oil in, 

" Your pocket digger, yoot flilletto,"— 
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, PRINCE OF DENMARK. 1 

To grunt and fweat 7 cndcr a weary life ; 
But that the dread of fornething after death, — 



Again, In Saffo and Pi so, l5gi ! '< — there wi 
frav between two, made at all wcapOQi, from tbe 1 

Again, in Chaucer, ai he i> quoted 
rills'j Tht itrfirt if Dwijf™, fee. whim 
Getiodtc, te. iSoi : 

Wiih trrfimi w.I Ca:fjrjn1iui 
" Murdered at Rome of Biuiui CriDui." Steeveks. 



meaning of the lerm faifdu, alter the words, who per tonally 
attended the king on any forcig. eipcdiiiou," Ihould hiive been 
added,— n.d- win (ioi/orl IHHfifi /torn tit tteimt el Jtuttgt, tt * 
<« o» <K<r, .tif.fj /»*.* Maiohe, 

' T» grant enel/iMMf— ] Thui the old copies, It is undoubtedly 
Ibe true reading, but can ftarcely be bnroc by modern can. 

Thii word qrcurs in Tit Dttli ij Z«"k. by Nicholas Crii 
raoald. a iranilatioi. of a paffape in the Alaminli of Philippe 
Guiltier, into blant veife, printed at (he end of Laid Suirj't 



the change made by the id. inn [10 ;r.«] is however fupa 
poned by the following line! in Jufor Cejer, Ad IV, fc. i; 
" Tojisa»and fweat under Ihebufinefi. Sl-IITikU. 
1 apprehend lhaiil is ibe dirty of an cdiior to eihibit what hri 

age preferable: and Dr. Join, Ion w;s o," the fame opinion' Sen 
his note on the word iu£(<T.na(f<r, Afl IV. fc. v. I have theiei 
fore, though with fome reluctance, adhered to the old ropiti, 
liowevci unpleaEng Ibis word may be to Ihe car. On the fl.ig=( 
without doubt, ,im aBor ii at liberty to fubHitutc a lefs oGei.Gve 
word. To the cart of our aoceftors it probably idnveyed ud 
unplealiog fouud ; for we find it ufed by Chaucer and otbein 

Vol. XXII. M 



HAM L E T, 



The undircover'd country, from whole bonrn 
No traveller relurns,"— pvuiles the will ; 



Again, Id'H-ii) BtguWd, written before .5 5 6: 

"Slit's never well, bu! j'iffihnj in a comer." Miloke. 
' Tht undifrovcrM roea/iy, /Vim wio/< darn 

Jfo traveller rrfiirnj,) This hat been cavilled at by Lord Orrery 
■ nd oibcrt, but without rcafon. The idea of a traeiittr in Srnk- 
fpeares time, was of a perfoo who gave au account of hit adven- 
ture!. Every voyage « Difcmuj. John Taylor has •> J 
DifttvUf by ft-, from London to Salifbury." FAHMIH. 
Again, Mutton's Inftlioti Cmntifi, iGo3: 

" From whuf- B;ro tavc "one uaikj a 'backward path." 

Qui nunc it per iter tenrbricolum 
■ ' Uiur unde neganl rejirc quenquam." Ca/ef/m. 
Again, in Sanford's iranflalion of Cirai/iui Jjr/tfa, S:c. 410. bl. 
L rS^'once a book nJuneorntaoo popukn'iy) - The «u«tW< D ( 



at the full view of it, fe(m< more plautible. Hamlet himftlf, it 
is objtaed, ha* had ocular demonftraiion ihst traveUeri do fome- 
timts return from this flrange country. 

I formerly thought Ibis an incouGIleiicy. But this objtflioa 
alio is founded oi. a miftafce. Our poet without doubt in the 

Of I hi dead no traveller returns, 'v.i:!i ai! Irs c:r/')r«i psaci ; fuill 
as he wl.o goes on a voyage of diftivtr} brings bait, whin ha 
.tiur.is 10 the port from, which hs failed. The traveller whom 
Hamlet had fteu, though be appeared in the fame habit which bo 
had voro in his life time, was nothing but a Ihadow; invtil. 
neraUe af the air," md lontcqitnlly intorfcrraf. 

If, fays the objedor, the traveller has onct reached ttiii coaff, 
it is not an n. Covered country. But hy miiftinmii Shakfpcare 
meant not uuoifcovcred by depaited fpirits, but, uudiTeovered, or 
unknown 10 " fucb fellows as us, who crawl beneath earlb anil 
heaven;" fafir'u netpUa Ittlus. In this fenfe evtiy country, of 
which the traveller does not relurn alhl to B ivc en «(0«1I, may- 
be faid to be nti/msnd. The gholl has given ui na account of 
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prince of Denmark. i63 



And makes us rathei bear ehofe ills we have, 
' Than fly to others that we know not of? 
Thus confcicncc does make cowards of ns allj 
And thns the native hue of Tefolution 
Is [icklied o'er with the pale call of thought; 
"And enterprizes of great j:ith ? and moment, 
With this regard, their currents turn awry,* 
And Ir.fe the name of atlion. — Soft you, now! 
The fait Ophelia: — Nymph, in thy orifori3 
Be all my fins remember'd. 3 

Ofh. Good my lord, 

Hi* region from whence he tame, bring, aibe has hinrfelf informed 
ill, forbid IQ tell .he fecreti of till prifon-houfe." 

» — — weep not for Mortimer, 1 . . 

" That fcruas the world, and, as a Ironc/frr, 

^ King Edward 11. i5gS [written before 15g3); 

Psrhspi (hit it mother inflancc of ShaHpearc'i aeouaiutance with 
hit Bible i " Afore I goe iliiiher, from wiimi I jhail nor lurnl 
njaini, even to the landc of darkened and Ihadoiue of death ; yea 

Order, bin terrible feare o.s in th. da'kncE*," Jo6, eh. x. 



Pi/.-i Tcemi to be the belter Trading. The aUnCcii ii 10 the 
?ticii>lj or throw In J the bar ;—i manly eiercire, tribal in country 
tillage;. RlTSOh. 

* (an awry,] Thus the quartoj. The folio — turn away. 

' Striven*: 

> ifjKfi, in 11,7 uri/inj fte.] This ii a touch of nature; 

Hamlet, ar ike light of Ophelia, doe! not ininrediaicly retcllcS, 
thai he Is to perfoliate msdntfi, bur mile I tier an addref, grave 
and fnlemn, furli ai the foiegoiug nieuilalion emiled in hit 

thought!. JOHHSOH. 
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HAMLET, 



How does your honour for this many a day f 

Ham. I hntnbly thank you ; well. 

Opk. My lord, I have remembrances of yours. 
That I have longed long to re-deliver ; 
1 pray you, now receive them. 

Hah. No, not I; 

I never gave you aught. 

Ofh. Lty honour' d lord, you know right well, 
yor. did; 

And, with them, words of fo fweet breath com- 
pos'd 

As mad-; the things more rich : their perfame loft, 
Take tbef; again ; for to the nob,le mind. 
Rich gifts wax poor, when givers prove unkind. 
There, my lord. 

Ham. Ha, ha! arc you honeft ? 

Ofh. Kyiord? 

Ham. Are you fair? 

Ofh. V/hat mans your lordfhip ? 

Ham. That if you ho honeft, and fair, you fhould, 
. admit no difcourfc to your beauty. 4 

* Tint if jit hi iiaij!, tn', fair, tin fhtnld iiml no iifetwft It 
pat t,ai.!j.) ™> » ■ reading of ill the modern edition,, and 
ii copied from tV _ti,rto. The folio Trad,,— jiir (oni/j flrould 
admit no dilVoHrfe' lo yon beauty. Toe ttue reading feemi so he 
thii,— .// you ; taut ojii fair, jou Jhavld aimil jour honefly Ii Rt 
iifrevij, wilt ,mr <-m«l,. Thii ij tht fenfe evidently tequiitd by 

rial ifjou i, Uujl a-nd fnr, j(« Jht<di udmt nt JiftturJ, I, jsiir 
tiaatj.) Tht reply of Ophelia pravel beyond doubt, that toil 
Hading U wtoo;. 

TBe reading o. the folio ippean to be tht right one, and re- 
qulrti no amendment — Your honed'' ihould admit no difcourfe 

beauty to any dlrtoutfe with heri" which ii the very (eote that 
Johutoaconteiidifor, and enprefltd witb fufficieot clMrncii. 
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Oph. Conld beauty, my lord, have better com- 
merce than with honefly ? 

Ham. Ay, truly; for trie power of beamy will 
fooner transform honefly from what it is to a bawd, 
than the force of honefly can tranllate beauty into 
his Hkenefs : s this was fome time a paradox, but 
now the time gives it proof.' I did love you once. 

Oth. Indeed, my lord, you made me believe fo. 

Ham. You fbould not have believed me: for 
virtue cannot fo inoculate 5 oor old flock, but we 
fiiall rclifli of it: I loved you not, 

Oph. I was the more deceived. 

Ham. Get thee to a nunnery; V/hy would'ft 
thou be a breeder of finners? I am my felf indif- 
ferent honeft ; but yet I could accufe m; of fnch. 
things, that it were better, my raothzr had not 
borne me :' lam very proud, revengeful, arrtitions; 
with more offences at my b;ck, thrji I have ihoughti 
to put them in,* imagination to give them fhape, 

« nil hi» Mmfi i) Toe modern tditort itti—U, Ufctufi ( 

famchcicxl ii right. ShaUpmie nod hi) rontemporsii -J frequently 
ule Iht ptifooml for the neutral pronoun. So Spcnfet, Faitj 
Qjun, Boot III. ch.ix: 

» Then foith ir brtiki : and with !.h ^viom b]:i!t, 
" Canfoundt both land and rem, and Quo dolh -Ovcrtlft." 
See p. 65, n. 6. Maloke, 

• i™ or tl, /,_) Thii it the reading of tbc till folio. Ths 

firft qumo readi nniui; the itcond tuatuat ; aad the third, 
tvmnati. STEeveNB. 

I I lould aetvjt mi if fact fiiprjj, tint it win hliir, ij metier 

Ui net ttm mil] So, in our peel's S31h Sonnet: 

" I can fet down a Aory ■ . 

" Of fluhi (Onctit'd, wherein I zra atiainlsa." Mauihf. 

• wilt net ifenai at nj iiti, Hon I lint tieu-its 10 punbeoi 

in,] T* fill • fiinj into fiiufif, is 10 Wici jn il. Jqhkson. 

, at mj titi,] Thai ii, ataafi mi) to tmt shut at. 

Sriivmi. 
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HAMLET, 



or time to a&themin: What fhould fuch fellows 
as 1 do crawling beiween earth and heaven ? We 
are arrant knaves, all; believe none of as : Go' thy 
ways to a nunnery. Where's your father? 
Oph. At home, my lord. 

Hah. Let the doors be Ihut upon him; thai he 
may play the fool no where but in's own houfe. 
Farewell. 

Ofh. O, help him, you fweet heavens! 

Ham. Jf thou <3ofl marry,. I'll give thee this 
plague for thy dowry ; lie thou as cliafie as ice, as 
pure as fnow, thou {hale not efcape calumny. Get 
thee tp a nunnery ; farewell : Or, if thou wilt needs 
piarry, marry a fool; for wife men know well 
enough, what monfiers you make of them. To a 
nunnery, go; and quickly too. Farewell. 

Oph. Heavenly powers, rcftore him ! 

Ham. I have heard of your paintings too, well 
enough;' God hath given you one face, and you 




I would continue to lead, pntlitgi, beraule llicfc dtRruflive 
aid! of beauty (eero, in the time of Shakfptare, 10 have bteij 
etneral objcSs of fa tire. So, in Drayton's Hernial) : 

" No fooner got "the teem, 

» Bulhtt own natural btJUly fht difdjinj ; 

" With oyli and broths mon venomoui and bare 

" She plaifUra our her Hell- favour' d fire; 

<• And .bote tweet , c j„. by nature .i^btiy plac'd 

It Wherewith (at Teemi that wliitr Hin ro have 1 at'd, 

(' She foou doth alter; md, with fading blur, 

(! Blaiich^nfj litr bolom, (he matei Qlhm new." 
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make yourfclvcs another: 3 you jig, you arable, and 
you lifp, and nick-name God's creatures, and make 
your wantonnefs your ignorance:' Go 10; I'll no 
more oft; it hath made me mad. 1 fay, we will 
have no more marriages: thole that are married 
already, all but one, (hall live ; J the reft fliall keep 
as they are. To a nunnery, go. [Exit Hamlet. 

Oph. O, what a noble mind is here otcrthrown! 
The courtier's, loldier's, fcholar's, eye, tongue, 

The expeflancy and rofe of the fair flatc. 

The glafs of fafhion, 5 and the mould of form,' 

The obferv'd of all obfervers ! quite, quite down! 



(tir;] In Gxinai dl t. 

live againft painting in which 11 a liraiiar pauage: 1 
above all tiUhinefle ! O afitoni, above all other affr. 
j gwn Hit 111 /o«, iisu Jhouldjl afa/t kii t 



u'3 .C 

waxlln iffe&ation, aud pretend 10 loifti 



* Tii iou.IiVj, foldiK'i, fikslar't, tjc, ttegu, fand ■] The poet 
((Tlainly meant to have plated his woidi lliui : 

Tit cturtiir'i. fc&ottr's, feiiuri, ije, (objw, fairi 1 
Olherwife the excellence of Hu|ul il appropriated to the Jiliiir, 
and the/cta/.. wean the/^rJ. WA»t.tk. 

Iliil regulation il nredleis. So, in Ijijaiii «nif Lutrlst 1 
Ptincei aie the s li/i, the /chit, the (ooi, 
>' White fubjrdi eyes do lioin, do rioa 1 , do htl." 

Ami ill (Tj;l'nii(io5 ; Mullusn. agit (tMU, ;cL:!S, tnmlilio; ut is 

Jamhh, JtniUi, ptfiliu, liiim, ptrmtis, cnjtga, i/ligintibus.- 

FAtun. 

1 I'll ft*/) efftjhlto,] " S|ieeuIom confueludiiili-" Cicero. 

v [ fiim.l The mode) by whom all 

o form themfelyei. 
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HAMLET, 



And I, of ladies mod deject 'and wretched, 
That fuck'd the honey of his mufick vows. 
Now fee that noble and moft fovereign reafon. 
Like fweet bells jangled, out of tune ! and harfh j 
That unmatch'd form and feature s of blown yonthi 
Blafted with ecftafy : * O, woe is me ! 
To have feen what I have feen, fee what I fee! 

, Re-enter King and Polonius. 

King. Love! his affeflions do not that way 
tend; 

Nor what he fpake, though it lack'd form a little. 
Was not like madnefs. There's fomeihing in his 
foul, 

O'er which bis melancholy fits on brood; 
And, I do doubt, the hatch, and the difclofe, 3 

i atjl d(j(5 — ] 5a, in Hcywood'i Sihir Agi, 161 3 : 

" W!:»! lni S lir i. liiut 

So pjflioDjidy dijtB!" Stcivens. 
• _ — ,,,1 ij lu, 1c — J Thus ihc (olio. The quarto-out aUimi. 

Thtf« two words in tot hand-writine of Srukfpeile'i age arc 
>!raoft iudiilinguilhaMe, sod hence are frequency confounded ia 
|hi old copies. Sea Vol. V. p. 179, n. S. Maloxe. 

' oni feature— J TLui Ibe folio. Tbe quartos rtid- 

^cftirt. Stesvghs. 

■ milk ecfi'afp] The word tcjlufj wis anciently tiled la 

fignlfy fume degree of alienatloo of mind. 

So, Gawiu DoueUj, Iraolljtillg— Jlslil atri jf*a ithrit 

" In ttftoj) (he Hood, and mad alnnift." 
See Vol. IV. p. 11S. a. 9 ; and Vol. XI. p. 146, n. 4. 

Stsbvinj. 

! Ms difclore,] Tiiii was Iht technical terra. So, in lie 

fgfid tf Mo«our, by Maflingeri 

I' Out aitrie wilti proportion ne'et ilftltfa 
tt The eajU and (Lb wren." MAioW 
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Will be fome danger: Which for to prevent, 

I have, in quick determination, 

Thus fet it down ; He fhall with fpced to England, 

For the demand of onr negte£led tribute : 

Haply, the leas, and countries different, 

With variable objecls, fhall expel 

This fomething- fettled matter in his heart; 

Whereon his brains Hill beating, puts him thm 

From fafhion of himfelf. What think yon on't ? 

Pol. It /faall do well: But yet I do believe. 
The origin and commencement of his grief 
Sprung from neglected love. —How now, Ophelia? 
You need not tell us what lord Hamiet laid : 
We heard it all. — My lord, do as you pleafe ; 
Eat, if yon hold it fit, after the play. 
Let his queen mother all alone entreat him 
To fhowhis. grief; let her be round with him;* 
And I'll beplac'd, fo pleafe you, in the ear 
Of all their conference : If flis End him not, 
To England fend him; or confine him, where 
Your wifdotn belt fhalt think. 

King. It fball be fo: 

Madnefs in great ones muftnot unwatch'd go. 

[Exeunt. 

Again, in the fifth ia of the pUfHow bifore an 
'• Ert tint he. golden louplett ace di/dasi." 
See mj note on this paflajc. Stecveni. 

1 — — ti round uHi iia r] To be round with a peifon, ii to 
reprimand him with JVeedom. So, in A Mad WnU, ay MajJirj, 
by Middletoo, itoS; " She'i xu.i with htr i'iiitb." Mitosr. 

St* Vol. X, p. (ig, n. 4. SxmUf. 
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HAMLET, 



SCENE II. 

A Hall in the fame. 

Enter Hamlet, and certain Players. 

Ham. Speak the fpeech, I pray you, as I pro- 
nounced it lo you, trippingly on the tongue : but 
if you mouth it, as many of our players do, I had 
as lief the town-trier fpoke my lines. Nor do not 
faw the air too much with your hand, thus; but 
life all gently: forin the very torrent, tempeft, and 
(as I may fay) whirlwind of your p«ifion, you mufl 
acquire and brget a temperance, that may give it 
fmoothncis. O, it offends me to the foul, to hear 
a robuftions perriwig-patcd 5 fellow tear a pallion 
to tatters, to very rags, to fplit the ears of the 
groundlings;' who, for the in oft pan, are capable 

filfe hair won, i,i (dakrpeLe'i time, fov -ii- ■*:■■<: nrtl in coiin 
ufe till iht itign ot Charles II. In Tit Tat Gwlimrn a/Frroan, 
Julii fays— " I'll get me fuch a colooi'd fmimg." 

Cvf. wuo wrote feveral plays in ttic r.ign of James I. and wat 
no mi Jn fchoUr, Im the following lines in hit ira S cd r of I'4» 
Ctmtgtotu fmt, i6!a: 

" Grow ya a So proud Jon mutt needs put on curl'd lock*, 



fai belnw. at they non' iil in the upptT g£lciy t who, not well 
■uderEaudiog poetical language, were Comciimcs gi.nifjed by a 
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of nothing but inexplicable dumbfhows, andooife: 7 - 



BcFort eicb aa of Ih( tragedy of Jacajla, irinJUttd from 
Euripidci, by Geo. Gjfcoigiit and Fia. Kinwclaierib, ibt oidcr 
Of Ibtft dumb fhowi ii ve>y minulcly defrribed. This play <V 

lioa, included m it aie chiefly emblematical, nor do they difplaf 
1 picture of one finale fcene which i. afterwards performed on the 
fb s t. In forae oihcr piece! 1 have obferved, that tlity fe.ve lo 
introduce fuch cirrumftancei it the limit! of a play would not 
admit to be renrefenled. 

Tnui. lu Hired and 4*l!pa!tr, 161a: 

" Much In itna^naticfn^ and, what words 
" Cannot have limt lo tiucr, let your eyci, 
• ' Our of this ijuvh SHOW, tell jour vnemoriei." 
In fhnrt dumb '(howl to met! roes (applied ocutieniiej, and, ai 
ot*en, filled up the fpace of lime which wat necefTary to pafi 
while buun.k ait fnppoftd lo he iranrafled in foreign puns. Willi 
this method of preferring one of the unities, out anccfiori appear 
to have been fatiified. 

Brnjonfon mention! Ihe ginirai/i'n-i ivllh equal lootempt, " The 

A;ain, in r*( Co/« ii AllK-d," iSar,:' " a lude barbarnui 

crew tint baveno braios, and yd grltnjij judgement!; .hey will 
hif. any thing thai raouuti above their grcandid capacities." 

Again, id Lady Almatj, iG5o: " Be your (bpr-cuuiiri! arti. 



i arii,, /„ th mtjl pari, eti rapable r>/ netliwg hit intxtfi- 

It'll dvmt jkwt, and Ktifi :) i. t. have a cfan'/, for nolliini. but 
dumb fhow»-, wdvjUnd nothing life. So, in Heywood'a Hijirj 
»f\Yw», l5lf. •■ I have thcr.in iTii-alcl run .t,>,.'„; J.rf eo. 
mical poet!, Ibal write to the ftage ; who, led tin auditory lliould 
be dulled with ferinus difcourRi. in tvtry ad prefer.! fome uny, 
Willi hi! rains I ck ^eflure, to britd in the lefs ^tltt miith asi 
laughter. Set Vol. XV. p. 3Sy , n. 4. Maloni, 



i 7 a H A"M LET, 

I wonld have fuch a fellow whipp'd for o'er-doing 
Termagant;' it out-herods Herod: 9 Pray yon, 
avoid it. 



hi/ptiabli <Jum(jWj,] r brlieva Ibc meaning il, fin", 

Vilktut WOrJr 10 llfUil, il.., Johnson. 

Raihcr, I believe, fhowt which are too confuftdly eondu8ed lo 
explain themfelvci. 

I meet with one of thefe in Hcywood 1 ! .play of Til Fiur Tnnlica 
ejt-ndon, 1615, where ihe fryVnle fayt; 

While we do feaft your eye and flarvE your ear. 
" For in Jtmb fiuai, which, were they writ =1 Urge, 
" Would afka longand tedious circumilauec, 
« Thtir inftnt fortunei 1 will r D on expreft fce. 
Then follow the iuzi* /hwi, wbiih well dtftrve the thanHcr 



Fraucarirhl, attired, Che fimivUi ofrfli.J ii", though the «aiu 
ncjhurn ij il." Surely tfall may he called an intxpltiitli inJjtm. 

■ TvmagMi;] nmif.Hil [fay. Or. Percy) it lb* name 

given ill lb* old romance! Id the god of the Snr.;(nii in which ha 
ii ccjDftantly linked with Meiounrf. or McUaentd. Tbul In the 
legend of Gib Guy, the Soudan twean : 

" So bclpe me Mallow of might, 
" And T.rm^^l my God fo b.ighl." 
So, alfo, in Hall'* fnftSalire; 

'• Nor friiht the reader with th. Pagan vaunt 
" OfmightieMiio«Bj, and gtcate Tmngmt." 
Again, in Marfton'i ?th Satire : 

" let whirlwind! and confufion icare 

" The center nf ourftate; let giaati rear* 
«• Hill upon hill; let weilernt Tmupnt 
>> Shake heaven'i vault" kc. 
Tirmigtnlis aifo mentioned b ; * Spenfer in Jiii Farrj Qun«, and 
by Chaunr in Tki Tnli nf- Si' T"tf»i; and hy Beaumont and 
Fletcher in King ir ft King, ai followi: " Thii would make a. 
flint rwear like foldi.-r, ;nda foldicr lit, r<nws«/." 
Again, in Tii Henri, bv Maffinger : 



a hundred ihooChnj Turk! 
" Affail'd him, every one a Ti'nngtant." 
i, in Bale's AH, ej Eoglifi Vtttrtui 
■• Giennyog upon bit, lyVc Taatgttnla 
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1. Play. 1 warrant your honour. 

Ham. Be no: too tame neither, but let your own 



* MiMfMifl Hirod : ] The chalet of Hind in the an- 

be Cooia/ii* Ludvs among the Coltoa MSS. Vclpafim 

' Now I regoe lyk 1 kyng iriy'd fui rich, 
> Koljyd in rynjjl and lobyi df array, 

1 My tiedyi be full dowty demyd be day." 

1. MS, HuL loiSl 



. Dccpelnhtll adowne. 

" 7or I am tinge of all msnkinde, ' 

" Ibyd, I beate, I lofe, I bynde, 

>' I mailer the ranont i take thii ia myndt 

» Tb«i 1 am molt of migbte. 

■< I nt ibe greater! above degree, 

« Thai is, thai was, or ever Oial] be ; 
- The fonneit dace not fhine on me, 

" And 1 byd him goe dowae. 

" No Iliac to fill dull now be free, 

" Nor nolorde baire Ihil liberty 

" Tbn dare nbytle and I byd fltey, 

" Bui I fball crake bii crowne." 

See Til FinhitS Flaj, p. 67.' 
Chaucer, defciibing i parifb clerk, is bii MiUiri Tult, fiyl i 

" He plirelh Hindu on a fkaffold high." 
The pirifh clerki and other Tubordinate ecclirjafllcki appear to have 
bees our fitfl iBon, and to have leptcfeoted tbeir charaBen oa 
diSioa pulpiti at feageldt. Thui, in one of the flage-direaiom to 
tbe 171b pageant io tbc Coventry collection already mentioned : 
>< What lyme that proceflyon ii entered into y' place, and the 
Herowdyi taken bii fchajfalit, aud Acoai and Caypbaa tUeir/t'a/. 
f*Up," kc. gTUVuil. 



1)4 HAMLET, 

difcretion be your tutor: fuit the ac/tibh to the 
word, the word to the aftiun; with this fpecial 
obfei-vance, that you o'er-ftep not the modefty of 
nature : for any thing fo overdone is from tlte pur- 
pbfe of playing, whole end, both at the firft, and 
now, was, and is, to hold, as 'twere, the rairronr up 
to nature; to Blow virtue her own feature, from 
her own image, and the very age and body of the 
lime, 1 his form and prelfure. 3 Now this, over- 



To the inRaneet gived by Mr. Steevent of Htrbd's lofty language, 
may lie added ibefe lines Iiooi the Coventry plays among .tlic Colloa 
MSS. p. D 1 1 

» Of hewte and of boIdnis I bei everniare thrbelle, 
" Of mayu and of mv^ht I tnafler cyery nam ; 

1 dvntje '-- i l '■ i mv dtvyl ■luwii lo helle, 

• > Foi bothe of bevyii and of earth I am kyuge ceitayn." 

MALONtl 

Again, in Til Unl^iU Firmrnlii, by G. Kyttcs, 4lo. bl. 1; 



' s 6 e ni body a/ lit lime,} The sg, of ihe tim ran hardi 

ly paft. May he no! read, Ihe /ac< and ttity, or did the authet 
write, Ihe paqi t The p ngi Cults well with /arm and prrjfun, but ill 
with It';. jollNiOli. 

To ciMbit the firm and pr/Jxrc of the igi of the Hml, is, la 



txtraa any roeaninf,) [ /earl—" ivi., agj and body of the time [" 
and [hen the feulc Will be tliii Sliow virtue ncr own likenifj, 
and eyery tlagc ol lift, every profeflion or body of men, its form 
and rtfrmblancc." By lurry B-r, is mrj-jl Ihe dijjatnl Ji-ig'i if 
Jr/i ; — by nrejj Mj, the various frileiuilici, foils, and lanki of 

Ferbapi Ebakfpcare did not mean to conniS theft woidi. It it 
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done, or come tartly off, though it make the nn- 
[kilful langh, cannot but. make the judicious grieve ; 
the cenfuie of which one, 4 inuft in your allowance, * 
o'er-weigh a whole theatre of others. O, there be 
players, " that I have feen play,-— and heard others 



lie end of playing, fayj Hamlet, to fhew Iht a E e in which we live, 
and the body of the lime, inform and pre [Puie i 10 delineate ex- 
i&ly Ihc mauntri of the a E e, and ihe parlitular humour of the 

3 p"/""-] Refemblance, as in a print. Johnson. 

iomaitd tliis pjU'igc iu liis PetUJttr, 1601 : 




1 0, tlin li pUjf, &e.] I would read thui: " There be 
ptiycn, that I hate tteu play, and heard oihers praife, and iluv 
highly (DO! ,0 fr,r.ak profanely] that oei,her having the accent nor 
the gait of Chriflia.., Paean, nor Mii/pilman, have fo Dfuucd and- 
bcllowcd, 1I1 a [ 1 thought fume of nettle's jouruevmen bad made 
(*( mm, and ooL mid a ihem well," !te. Farhlr. 

I have do doubt lhat our author wrote,—" that I thought forae 
of nature'] journeymen had made !l,im, and not made Ihem 
well," Sic. n fin and mm are frequently confounded iu the old 
topiej. See the Cmtij if £"r,.r, ASH. fe. ,i. folio, iSi3:_ 
" becaufe it ii a lilt Ring that lie beftowi on bcaBl, and what he 
hath framed fifmfr. men) io hair, be hath civtn ihem in wit."~ 
Iu the picltrit infbnre tho lornnolitor probably caught ihe werd 
Bffl ftom the lift Tyllahle of jWirt;rncn. Shitrpcarc could not 
mem to affeit a) a general truiB, that naiure'i journeymen had 
wade nil, i. e. alt mankind ; for, if thai were the eafe, theft 



HAMLET, 



praife, and that highly,— not to fpeak it profanely/- 
that, neither having the accent of chriftians, nor 
the gait of chriflian, pagan, nor man, have fo 
ftruued, and bellow'd, that 1 have tlioughtfome of 
nature's journeymen had made men, and not made 
them well, they imitated humanity fo abominably. 

I. Play. I hope, we have reform'd that indif- 
ferently with us. 

Ham. O, reform it altogether. And let thofe, 
that play yoor clowns, fpeak no more than is fet 
down for them:* for there be of them, that will 



J A p^flage in King List, in wbich we meet wiih the fame fen- 

" Cm. Thou nt a ftrange fellow: A Hilar make ■ nan! 

" Kal. Ay, > tiylor, fit} a Root-tuiui or a painter [Nclnrit 

Thii notion of PJature keeping i Ihop, and employing joumey- 

Lyly's Woraas iv lhi Moon, a comedy, 1 5g j ; They draw the 
rurtaim from before Natmi't Jhip, where liandi an image dad, and 
fome unclad." Maloni. 

1 nil f» fful il profanely,] Tisjtmlj feemi to relate, not 

to the praife which be hu menuontd, bnl to the cenfure which be 
i> about to utter. Any grufs or Indelicate language wai called 
t"J«'- }°»**<>"- . 

So, Id OtUlh ■■— " he ii i moft fofant and libtril councilor.'' 

MA LONE. 

» no M( « tie* U Jit invn jit Uia:} So, in TU 

dtliflitt, by Brome, i638: 

" you, fir, arc ineortigible, and 

>' Take licence to yourfclf to add unto 
•t Yompaiu, ypurowo free fancy," fcc. . 
That il a way, my loid, hai been allc-n'4 
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themfelves langh, to fet on fome quantity of barren 
fpeftators to laugh too; though, in the mean time, 
fome neceffary queRUm of the play be then to be 
confidered : that's villainons; and fhows a moft 
' pitifal ambition in the fool that ufes it. Go.'make 
yon ready. — . [Extuni Players. 

Enter Polonius, Rosencrantz, and, Guilden- 

STERN. 

Hownow, my lord? 'will the king hear this piece 
Df work? 

Pol. And the queen too, and that prefently. 



>< On elder [lagei, to move mirth and laughter." 

Stowe infn.ro> u», [p. 6 97 , 161S), that amoug^ltie twelve, 

fare men, viz. Thomas Wilton, tor a quick dcli.ale reGned «. 

pleafanl rxftitipttraU wilt" Sec. 

Again, in TV/i/pe'r Niaiijrem furjolj.j; •< I abfcnterl 

mytell from all plain, ai warning lhai mcnye Rnfcim of plaiirl 
Ihai famofcdallcornedi.es fa with bii pleaiant and ittimfoiall in. 
vatin.- 

, Ihis caute for complaint, however, agnioft low comediani, ii 
frill more ancient; lor in Tit Cenlinliia tilujitt Chtxrchjotd e»i 
Canuit, &e. jS6o, I find the following pjifage ; 

" But View in tinge plain, 

« L When theyr matter il gon, ■ 

'< Tbey laugti out the refill 




:c. StbiveHS. 



The clown very often addrefled the audience, in the middle of 
the play, and tntticd into > eontcQ of raillery and fareafm with 
fuch of the audience ai chofe to engage with htm. It il to tbij 
ahfuid practice, that Shakfprare allude. See the Hiptictl A unlit 
o/cur §U E^iiJI, Tiitlm, Vol.lil. Malohe; 

Vol. XXII. N 



HAMLET, 



Ham. Bid the player i make bafte. — 

[ Exit Polonius. 
■Will you two help to haften them? 
Both. Ay, my lord. 

[Exeunt Rosencr Antz and Guildenstirn. - 
Ham. What, ho; Hoiatior 

Enter Horatio. 

Hon. Here, fweet lord, at your fervice. 

Ham. Horatio, thou art e'en as juft a man 
As e'er my converfation cop'd withal. 

Hon. O, my dear lord, 

Ham. Nay, do not think I flatter: 

For what advancement may I hope from thee, 
That up revenue haft, bat thy good fpiriis, 
To feed, and clothe thee? Why fliould the poor 

be'flatter'd? 
No, let the candied tongnc lick abfurd pomp ; 
And crook the pregnant hinges of the knee," 
Where thrift may follow fawning. Doll thou' hear? 
Since my dear foul 1 was iniltrefs of her choice. 
And could of men difthiguifli her clefiion, 
She hath feal'd thee for berfelf: 3 for thou haft been 

• , Hi pngnaot Ih'ii if lii inn, ) I belitve the fenfe of 

fngnmt in ihis plica is, fuiii, 'taij, frtmft. Johnson. 
Ste Vol. VI. p. S, n. 6. StEIVum, 

1 — nj dear /oui— ] Ptrbapi— my tlmr foul. JohnsOh. 
Diar /ml it an (xpretton equivalent to tht filh* Jaralit, <f.i>Jif 
Tits;, of Hon.tr. Stbevins. 

1 Aid ceuld of mm iifinpffli iir tlitSim, 
k She kaikjiaCilhn jir kirfilfi] Thui the quailo. Tie foli» 

A*i ceuld o/ wi* itfifagnijh. Hit (/ifli'tn 
Hub /(oi'd t\„ Slc. Steivehi. 
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As one, in differing 'all, that fuffcrs nothing; 
A man, that fortune's buffets and rewards 
Haft ta'en with equal thanks : and blefs'd are thofe, 
Whofe blood and judgement* arc fo well co-mingled, J 
That they are not a pipe for fortune's finger 
To found what ftop fhe plcafe : Give me that man 
That is not paffion's (lave, and 1 will wear him 
In my heart's core, ay, in ray heart of heart. 

As I do thee Scmcihing too mtich of this. — 

There is a play to-night hefcre the king; 
One fecne of it comes near the circtimltance. 
Which I have told thee of my father's death. 
I pr'yt'uee, when thou feeftthat aft a-foot, 
Even with the very comment of thy foul 
Obferve my uncle: if his occulted guile 
Do not itfelf unkennel in one fpeech, 
It is a damned glioft that we have fcen ; 
And my imaginations arc as foul 
As Vulcan's Hi thy," Give him heedful note: 

Mr. Riifcn pufirt the reding of ilie quarto, and obfetvri, ibaf, 
to dijiixp'jh Aw iliMw. it an more than Lo mull itr •Uaitm. 

^ S ^ ' B ' Y RhfD. 

* Wfoft Held ami jzdgmixt—] Aeeordin;; io the doflrine of 
ihc four humours, dtfti and urfditei were fisted ia ibe hlood, 

made a peifefl tharafltr. JOHKSUW. 

* . co-ningtid,} Thin Lhr folio. The quarto reads — ciwilti; 
which had formerly ibjfjme meaning. Maldne. 

* — Vulcan's fljth)*.l SlilAj it a fmilh'l anvil, Johnjok. 
So, ia Tnituj BiJ Crtfciai 

" Now by the js<gi that JUllUt Man's belrn." 
Again, io Greenc't Card cj fnn, 1Q0S : " determined Lo flrite 
on the fiitk while the iron nil hor." 

Again, ill Cluueer's lelebrared dtfcripLioa of Lhe Tttsfli if 
M«J, Mr. Tyrwhitt"» edit. ver. so:S: 

" the Imtlb 

H Tb«t for((lli Ihatp fwtidei ouhitjliVJ." Steeyi.ss.' 



HAMLET, 



For I mine eyes will rivet to his face ; 

And, after, we will both our judgements join 

In ceniure of bis feemtng, 

Hor. Well, my lord: 

If he fleal aught, the whilft this play is playing. 
And fcape deteaing, I will pay the theft. 

Ham. They are coming to the play; Imuft bft 
idle: 
Get yon a place. 

Danijh march, A fiourijh. Enter King, Queen, 
Polonius, Opheua, Rosencraktz, Guilden* 
stern, and Others. 

King. How fares our coufin Hamlet? 

Ham. Excellent, i'fauh ; of.the camelion's difh : 
I eat the air, proinile-cramm'd ; You cannot feed, 
capons fo. 

King. I have nothing with this anfwer, Hamlet ; 
there words are not mine. 

Ham. No, nor mine now.' My lord,' — you 
play'd oncein the univernty, you fay? 8 

[ To Polonius.' 

1 .... nor mini now. ] A mm'! word:, fay) the proverb, arc hii 
own no loui>er tbaD lie keeps tlictn uufpotca. Johnson. 

" — _jouf/a/i oner in thi unhnfilf, jou foj ? J It Ihould fscm 
from tot following paiTige in Vice Chancellor Hatd.er'j letter! 
to Lord Bnrgbley oa juae 11, 1SS0, tliat the common ptayen 
were licewife occatonallj- admitted to perform there: '• Whereat 
is bath plcafcd jour honour to recommead my lotde of Oscnford 
his players, that they might fhow ihtir cunning in fsvcral playi 
already pridifed by 'em before the Queen") majeny " — | denied 

d.nicd the like lo^he Right Honourable the Lord of Leiceller 
hi. tervaat.." Fabmlr, 

The praflice of atliug Liun playi in the univeifitiei of Osfotd 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 1S1 

Pol. That did I, my lord ; and was accounted 
n good afior. 

Ham. And what did you enafi ? 
Pol. I did enaft Julius Ca^far:' I was kill'd. 
i'thc Capitol ; 1 Brutus kill'd mc. 



and Cambridge, ii vcrv ancient, and continued to near the middle 
or the Jatt century. They were performed nccaOonally for the 

at Chriflmas, at which lime a Lord tj vifiall mi appointed it 
Oxford, to regulate the exhibitions, and a iimilar officer with Ihc 
title of ImptnUr, at Cambridge. The moft celebrated adori at 

Oxford, 8 thole of Cnrift-Churcg. in the hill of* Hist college ■ 
Latin comedy called Mmrcus Gnrmriu, and the Latin tragedy of 
Tiept, were performed before Queen Eliiabttb in the year i566 j 
and in i56(, the Latin tragedy of Bids wii played before her 
majeily, when Die viEicd the univcifity nf Cambridge. The ex- 
hibition was in the body or nave of the chapel of King's college, 
which was lighted by the royal guards, each of whom bore a flalf. 
torch in his hand. See Pcck'i Difidir. Car. p. 36, n. x. The 
aaors in this piece were all of [hat college. The author of the 
tragedy, who in the Latin account of this royal viGt, in the Mu. 
feum, [MSS. Daktr, joJj, p. ao3, ] is faid lo hive been Rtgtlit 
Cclltgii dire fichu, viat, I belie**, John Rigbtwife, who wis 
tlcflid a fellow of King's college, in iSoy, and according lo Anthony 



appointed mailer iu iSal, ) before Cardinal Wolfey with great 
applaufe." In iJS), the fame play was performed at Oi/oid, in 
C brill-Church hall, before Albertus de Alafco, a rolifh prince 
Palatine, as was William Gager's Latin comedy, eotitUd Sin/u, 
On Elizabeth's fceond vif.t to Oxford, in iSg*, a few years befoie 
the writing of theprefent play, (he waj enltttained on the 14th 
and jGth of September, with the repreftntation of the laft-men- 
tionid play, and another Latin comedy, called fitl/un Cnnufinb. 

• f m inocJ Julius Ctefari] A Latin play on the fubjeB of 
Cietai'l death was p.rfnrmcd at ChriR. Church in Oxford, in i58li 
and fcveial years before, a Latin play on the fame fubjefl, wrinen 
by Jacques Crcvin, was aflcd in the college of Beauval!, al Paris. 
1 fufpect that there wu liLewife an Englilh pliy on the flory o£ 



HAM. It was a brute part of him, 3 to till fo 



Ros. Ay. my lord; they flay upon your patience.' 

Ham. No, good mother, here's metal more at- 
1 1 active. 

Pol. Oho! do you mark that? [ To tkc King. 
Ham. Lady, fluli I lie' in your lap? 

. [Lying down «nOrnEUA*s fat? 
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Oph. No, my lord. 

Ham. I mean, my head upon your lap?' 
Oph. Ay, my lord. 

Ham. Do you think, I meant country matters ?' 
Oph. I think nothing, my lord. 
Ham. Thai's a fair thought to lie between maids' 
legs. 

Oph. What is, my lord? 

Ham. Nothing. 

Oph. You are merry, my lord. 

Ham. Who, 1? 

Oph. Ay, my lord. 

Ham. O! your only jig-maker. ' Whatfhould a 



of ;i'lia-.ri. So, im Til Qaiii if CirnlS, by Beiucaonl and 

Flctcbcr; 

" Ulheri ber lo her coach, tut at iff /«( 
" At film* ma/fiiir, appljuding what fhe liughi a!." 
A s aiu, in Gjf£ui E ri«'s ~<;<t,r.t Krjgki-i jar.wdl lo Faicit: 
" To iii ating in Mi" I'ff't Sitevem. 
0 / mun, &c. j Ihi> fp.ech and Ottilia • reply 10 i: are emitted 

' Do fin Hint, I mtant country mitten? i Dr.Johnfon, from 
i tifual inadvertence, propofed lo read— country nannm. '1 be 
old leading ii certainly right. What Sbatrpcaic mimt lo allude 

* ' T q 7 P M»loni. 

* i«nr ee/j jig.mjter. ] There miy have been fame buraogt 

in tbia pjffage, the force of wkiih ii nor) ditoinilhea: 

" Ate not, as iu the days of underHanding, 

Now faiiihcd without i jig, which 6nce 
" They cannot, with their honour, call for after 
" The play, they loot 10 be feiv'J up in the middle." 

«*!•£". ,r Un in a ftUir, b S Shirley, jG3i. 
In Tit Hif Uti IfJ lu Pii'l, |G(4, one o( tha playert cqidci 
lo folitii a gcailcwui to mUl a ji( for hita. A jig wn nt in 

N 4 
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man do, bat be merry? for, look you, bow cheer- 
fully my mother looks, and my father died within 
thefe two hoDrs. 

Oph. Nay, 'tis twice two months, my lord. 

Ham. So long? Nay, then let the devil wear 
black, for I'll have a fuit of fables. s O heavens! 

ShaVfpeare'f lint only a dance, bat m ludicroui dialogue in metre. 



' The following linti in liie prologue lo Fltlchtl'l L*vi\ Film 

" T ib °P I "? (J bl " i ° n ' d , 

>< Pu J i5d and applauded by a clamorous chime." 
hjlg «.iaot'aI«y.inth.-foriii of a dUloyue. Mjny biRo.ieal 
hallad* were formerly called jip. Sec alfo p. n3, n. f>, and lit 
Hijlsncii AcimM nj Hi Eaglifi liialta. Vol. Hi. Malonb. 

A pf, though il fi C nilied a ludicrous dialogue in mere, yet U 
alfo wji uted for a danie. In ihc extract from Stephen Gofloo iu 
the ntit page bui one, «e have, 



r hint, ■tare I'll t»< * full tj Jett!. Tor; 
neb ai 10 fay,— Let the devil wear bbek. for 
The Oxford editor licfpifci an emendation fo 
—Vo;, (a.n Id >h, dtv.l ur«r tUii, J„r 1 11 
■ ' when fuch 

■ callea, for 

/««(, black. Aud the critick ooly changed this fur for thai; by 
a like figure, the common people fay,— Toil tijriu Hi cuttUi »/ nj 
I'mt, for a.tiHhh, of Jr., irer(; an unlucky miflakc uf one fbtll- 
Sll, for another. Warburioh. 

\ know apt wby our editors (hould witb fucb implacable aogn 

/' ' 
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die two months ago, and not forgotten yet? Then 
(here's hope, a great man's memory may outlive 



ceffori. OJ PExpoi /in iawriv, the 



muling ibem ktm greater, 



bill fas 



Hamlet, when lie laid afide his iliefs of mourning, in a country 
where it wai tilljr ea/rf, and ihc air wai nipping and lagir, fliould 
Dal have a /nil of [ailis. I fuppnfe it it well enough known, Ihit 
Ihe fut nf fables is not black. Johnson. 

A fiat ifjltlu wai ihe ricbefl drets thai could be worn In Den. 
mark. "Steevlnj. 

Here again It an equivoque. In Mo^njir'a Old Law, m have, 

" A cunning grief, 

» That's only factd with fMa for a fliow, 
" Rut gawdy.hearied. Fabheu. 

lftf, tin U! It* Ml but U*tl, Jut rU A*m a pal >} 

fables.] Nay then, fays Hamlet, if my tuber be to long dead ai you 
fay, let lb* devil wear black ; as far me, fa far From wearing a 
mourning drefi, I'll wiar ihe moll collly anil magniHcent fuit thai 
can be procured ; a fuit liimmtd witi fabla. 

Our poet fnri.ilhed Hamlet with a fuit ol~ fablei on ibe prefcnl 
occafiou, not, at I conc.ive, beeaute (uch a drcf. wai fuiied 10 ■' a 

(aj Dr. Jnhnfon fuopnred, ) 00'r becaufc " a luii of Table) wai tot 
licheO drsfs that could be worn in Dtmttt;- ( as Mr. Siecvem 
lias fuggritcd, ) of which probabl* he had no knowledge, but brcaufe 
a full tiimmed wi.h fables was in Shakfpeare'i lime the -ichen drafi 
worn by men in England. We have bad again and again occaGon 
to obrerue, tint, wherever hii.fesne might happtn lo be, the cuilomi 
of his own counlry were flill in his thoufhis. 

By the flalute of apparel, n Henry VIII. e. i3, ( anicle/urryj,) 
it ii ordained, thai none under the degree of an <ar/ may uft 
Jatht. 

Bifhop fayi io hii Blsjins, lin, fpeaking of ihe eilra.aganci 
of thole limes, that a tiivfand dncatu were lomelinjcs siveu foi 
» a fan tj fables." 
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HAMLET, 



his life half a year: Bat, by'r-lady, lie mull build 
churches then: ' or elfe (hall he i'uffcr not thinking 
on, with the hobby-horfc ; 1 whofc epitaph is, For, 
O,for. 0, the bobbjrhorfe is forgot.* 



time, ippun from a pilTjge in Ben JonWs Difwurtai "Would 
you not Uiigu id meet s irul ttm/itln tjjuti, in a. Hat cap, .willi 
tiii trunk- lioft, and a liobbv.hurfc .luak, [ Sec fig. S. io Ibc plain 
anntirtd 10 King Himj IV. P. I. Vol. XII.] anil jond baberdaiher 
io • velvet go^n trimm'd with Jatlis 

Florio in liif Italian Didioirary, i5o8, thus eipliini Milhi: 
Tire Hti We tailed tablet." — Stttti it the Ikin of the fable 
Mania, Ice Coigtavt'i French Did. 1611: -'Sebilline. Mams 
Scbcl, Tlie fable Mlriinj tin bcaft whofc fkinnc we call /aUw." 

* Ul 1, Bujl itiU tititciii limr] Such benefailois to 



J-i.,1 by Stephen Gotfou, 1 had the A,(i,-.„/ t enume- 

rated in iU< lift ofiUncci-. •• Foi the devil (fays Ibis author] bee- 
fide Lhc biautle 0! tbc lioutct, and the Ibges, fcndeih in gcarlih ap- 
parcll, nufkci, .mting, tumbling, daunting of piggo, galiardet, 
»oiif;«, MU-Utfu," kc. and in Green's Tu Qjnj", 1614, the 

hi TEXNOrAMIA, or Til Marrwfl of 1U iris, 1618, is tirt 
folio*. n 3 lt-igc-dircaioi. : 

" Enlit a tiobbf-hotrc, dancing Iki ngrrjci," fcc. 
Again, io HejuiuoLt and Fletcher's IrWri Ptlafti: 
'■ S«a. SUall the kM,->":/' be forgot then, 

The BOiXful koHy-Xerfi, (hall lie lie foundei'd ?" 



Dn.li:o"J !:■,■ C< 
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Trumpets found. The dumb Jhoio follows. 

Enter a king and a queen, very lovingly ; the queen-em- 
inning him, and he her. She kneels, and makes Jhow 
of proitfltttion unto him. He takes her up, and declines 
his head upon her neck: lays him down upon a bank 
of flowers ; Jlie, feeing him nfltcp, leaves hi":. Anon, 
comes in a fellow, takes off his crown, kijfei it, and 
pours poifun in the ki?ig's cars, and exit. The queen 
returns; finds the kir.g dead, and makes pctfwnate 
action. Thepoifoner, with font two or three mutts, 
comes in again, feemmg to lament with her. The 
dead body is carried away. The poi/oner woes ttie 
queen with gifts ; fht Jtems loath and unwilling 
awhile, hut in the end, accepts his love. [Exeaat. 

Ofh. What means tliis, my lor<i? 
Ham. Marry, this is midiing mallcclio ; it means 
mifchief.' 

The fcene in Which tbil pillage It, will vcly ampl i- cr, Li Tii cq at! 
that Dr. Wirbutlon hai fiid confining- the kibly-hirjt. 

Again, ia Btnlonroni EtlirUiuwl fur iii(hi«B »=J Flint st 
JltU'fi; 

" But fee Hi htlj-il'fi is forgo!, 

* l To fupply kit want witb f-ices 
« And feme older buffoon (jrates." 

See fiRuie 5, in Ihc pllie II the end of the FirB Part of King 
Rtw, IK with Mr. Toilet's obt! nation, on it, S.luvebs. 

' .Hair;, (iij II aliening cuallccboi U nionj mifiiitf.] To mi'ij 
figoified, originally, 10 keep hii and out of li^lii; and, si fucb 
tnen jeneially did it fur Ilia purpofel uf Ij'mg in waif, it then 
figaified tomb. And iu lliii fcuft Sdatfpejie uTis ihe unuu, a 
mill", when (puking of Prince Henry atnoafil e giae of lobbeii. 
Stall Iht iltffti fit if iiauin ficvi a roicW? Skttt 11, fin of 
England frcv: ' thief! 1 And ia this ftnfe it il ukJ by Chau.cr,. 
Id his iriDuiliOD of Lt Reme* da U Raft, where he turnt the word 
Hint, I which il lawn, vt/nir,} by tnitkir. Wauuuim, 
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IBS- HA MLET, 

Oph. Belike, this fliow imports the argument of 
the play. 



Enter Prologne. . ' 

Ham, We (hall know by this fellow: the players 
cannot keep coanfel ; they'll tell all. 

Oph. Will he tell us what this fhow meant? 



a mti(i»£ holt?" 

nely in land Lybye mifctl you?'' 



fui?" iiic appLiri to him for 
an' itflmaiiin o/ uUl pit kai ml /«n ; n titfitui and not, as Dr. 
Warburton would have il. lit purpofc fir which Ihe (how wai 
tonlrived. Befjdes, nafiacitr no more C K oiE=i a ("•/""'< L, ' ln * 
perpsttator of a»y itfo, crime. Henley. 

probably once general^ fi^oiFying to lie hid. or piav the truant. 
In KorFolfc miii-Ti figoify fHftxm. The fignificalion 'of TDiiiiin- in 
the pretent paf/agc ma. be atcertained by a palT^e in Decker 1 ! 
Woudnjal Ytari, .jto.tGoJ: " Xhofe thai could fhift for a [ime, — 
went moH bitterly mic(i«j and muffled, up and downe, with rue 
and wormwood ftuft into their ears and ooIirilU." 

See alto Florin - i Italian Diftionary, iSr,S, in v. Accigfiuri. "To 

"rTihew fome 5 ao/r." In • rubfequenl pauaee n find that Ihe 
murderer bJfo.e lie poifons the ting make! damnaiU faui. 

Wljerc our poet met with the word. ma/Jnts, which in Minfneu'i 
Spaoilh Dictionary, 1617, ii defined maii/afta, I am unable 10 
aiceriain. In the fol'o, lire woid ii fpclt ma//iAo. li allien [ in ihe 
quarto J ti ptinted in 1 qiiUud character, ai a proper name. 
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Ham. Ay, or any fhow that you'll fliow him : 
Be not you afhamed to Qiqw," he'll not fhanae to 
tell you what it means. 

Oph. You are nanght, you are naught; I'll mark 
the play. 

Pro. For us, and for our tragedy. 

Here Jlooping to your clemency, 
We begyour hearing patiently. 
Ham. Is this a prologue, or the pofy of a ring? 
Oph. 'Tis brief, my lord. 
Ham, As woman's love. 

Enter a King and a Queen. 
P.King. Fall thirty times hath Phoebus' cart', 
gone round 

Neptune's fait wafh, ant! Tellus* orbed ground ; * 
And thirty dozen moons, with borrow'd ffieen,' 
About the world ,have times twelve thirties been ; 
Since love our hearts, and Hymen did our hands, 




' B^zed by Goggle 



HAMLET, 



P. Queen. So many journeys may the fun and 

Make as again count o'er, ere love be done ! 
But, woe is me, you are io lick of late. 
So far from chctr, and from your former Hate, 
That I diftruft you. Yet, though I diftrufi, 
Difcomfort you, my lord, it nothing mull : 
For women fear too much, even as they love;* 



* rein «j fJry Heie fremi 10 have been a line lor), 

which {hould have rhymed Io Urn. Johhson. 

Thll line ii omillcd in the folio. Fcrbaps a triplet »u .lefigned. 
and then ioftcad of livt, we IhoulJ read lu,!. The folia gives ihe 
nut line tfami 

" Far women's fear and loye Mil quantity.'' 

Thtre ii, 1 believe, no infante of a triplet being efed in our 
author'i time. Some trace of the loll Hue ii found in the quanoi, 
. which read: 

EitUr nm in neither aught. Sic. 
Perhaps ihe ward) omitted might hate bien of this import: 
Either none (iq fid, n « «#r«< j 

In two preceding polTages in ihe quarto, half a line was inad- 
vertently omitted by the rompoHlor. See p. iji, « Ita/nfili/i 
I/iiifn, feerning," Sc. and p. iG3, "thus confcicnce docs mate 



deceffor, ought to adopt the nfoluiion of Othello: 

I'll fee, before 1 doubt; what 1 doubt, prove." 
In Phatr end Twine's Virgil, 1SS4, the triplets are Io frequent, 
that io two oppolrte pages of the tenth book, not lefs than /rait 
«rc lobe met ™ith. They are liktwife as untiringly employed 
in Gelding's ObU, i5S;. Mr. Mil one, in a noie on Tie Tmpiff, 
Vol. IV. p. 140. has quoted a piff.i;c From this very work, rnn- 
taining one inJlmcc of ihem. In chapman's Hemn tbey arc alfo 
ufed, !:c..S:c. Sec. In Th TmprJ, Afl IV. fc. i. Many other ex- 
ample! of them occur in Lotf'r Lnfonr'r Ltfl, A& III. fc. i. as ivcll 
ai in the Cvmii) cj f.re.j. Aft II. aud 111. See. &e. — and, vet 
■ mote unluckily for ray opponent, the Prologue to the Mnck 
Tragedy, now undai conQderauoo, confifls of a triplet, wtiichia 
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And women's fear and love hold onantity; 
In neither aught, or in extremity. 
Now, what my love is, proof hath made you know; 
And as my love is fiz'd, my fear is fo. J 
Where love is great/ ihelittleft doobts arc fear; 
Where little fears grow great, great love grows there. 
P. King. "Faith, I rnuft leave thee, love, and 
fhordy too ; 

My operant powers '' their functions leave to do; 
And thon (halt live in this fair world behind, 
Honour'd, belov'd; and, haply, one as kind 
For hnfband fhalt thou 

P. Queen. O, confound the red! 

Snch love muA needs be trcafon in my breaft: 
In fecond hnfband let me be acenrft ! 
None wed the fecond, but who kill'd the firft. 

Ham. That's wormwood. 

P. Queen. The inftanccs,* that fecond marriage 
move, 

Are bafe refpec~b of thrift, but none of love ; 



' Hint lout Sic] Tiisic two liii'.i ire omitted in the folia. 

Stiivum. 

« operant fmai — ] Optrmt ii aSivt. Shifcfpiut give. 

in Timen sj Atk<*s is an epithet >o pei/tn, Hcvwbnd hii like- 
fcuftdit in ktjal King md Lojal Suijifl, i 63 7 ) 

" — miy cay cptlant parti 

" Each ooi forjet their office!" 
ic HOrd ii now obfoletc. Stievfns, 
! Tit inOtacet,] The wietbil, Johhsoh. 



HAMLET, 



A fccond time I kill my hufband dead, ' 
When fecond hufband kiflcs me in bed. 

P. King. I do believe, you think what now yon 
fpeak ; 

But, what we do determine, oft we break, 

Parpofe is but the flave to memory ; . ■ 

OF violent birth, but poor validity : 

Which now, like fruitnnripe, flicks on the tree ; 

But fall, unfhaken, when they mellow be. 

Moll neceffary 'tis, that we forget 

To pay ourfelves what to ourfelves is debt:* 

What to ourfelves in paffion we propofe, 

The paffion ending, doth the purpofe lofe. 

The violence of cither grief or joy 

Their own enailures with tbemfclvcs deflroy r ' 

Where joy in oft revels, grief doth mofl lament; 

Grief joys, joy grieves, on flender accident. 

This world is not for aye ; nor 'tis not flrange, 

That even our loves fhould with our fortunes 

Vox 't' s a qneltion left us yet to prove, 
Whether love lead fortanc, or elfe fortune love. * 
The great man down, you mark, his favourite flies ; 
The poor advane'd makes friends of enemies. 
And hitherto doth love on fortune tend: 
For who not needs, (ball never lack a friend 
And who in want a hollow friend doth try, . 
Direflly feafons him his enemy. 

1 v/hal la ourfil-cu it dill:] The performjorc of a refalu- 

iIod ia which only the rifehtr ii intercfted, is i tUbt Daly lo him. 
fdf, which he may therefore remit it pi tab it, Johnson. 

TS«r (urn eaadurti wilb thtufttvll Jlfiroj:] What grief or joj 
tnafl ur determine in their violence, is revoked in their abatement. 
EnaHam is the wotd ia the quarto ; all the modem editiani bav* 
matin i. jo union, 
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But, orderly to end where I begun, — 
Our wills, and fates, do fo contrary run. 
That our devices ftill arc overthrown ; 
Our thoughts are purs, their ends none of onr own : 
So think thou wilt no fecond hnfband wed; 
But die thy thoughts, when thy firft lord is dead. 
P. Queen. Nor earth to me give food, 3 nor hea- 
venligh!! 

Sport and repofe lock from roe, day, and night! 
To defperaiion 1 turn my trtifl and hope ! 
An anchor's cheer in prifon be my fcope ! 3 

• fftr ttrti to me £ise fusil,] Tbm the qujtm, 1604. Th» 
folio and the lite editon lead: 

A'sr <arri to give me jocd,—^. 

An Imperative or optative vetb wat evidently intended but, si 
in the follnwing line : 

" Sport and rtpofe ted ftotn me," He. Mauine. 

A very Eriiilar imprttition, — 

Dav, yield me not thy liflu ; nor ni t 1n, thy reft !" ka 
DCCMSid JLlK^LrJ/Ji. See Vol. XV. p. 444. STEf.Vr.KS. 

■ t ti iijpa nlion fee] This and tut following line are omitted in 
the folio Stuvukj. . 

» A* anihor - ! ct.fr in frr/in li my hlfl !| May ray whole liberty 
and enjoyment be to live Ou fiermit't fait io 11 prifoti. Antiir it 
for Micienl. Johnsob, 

This abbreviation of the word entiorjl it vrrv ancient. I End 
it in the nominee nf R<jH,i li, Dtvil, printed by Wynfcyo de 
Wnrde ; » We bant robbed and killed nonnei, holy suni(r); 
pretltes, clerkei," lie. Again, tht foie will be an tuniti, for 
be be^ynneth to preche." 



fourth book, niir. 1601, p. iS: 

" Sir (even ytiei pining in an tneltn'i t\tjn 
»< To win fomt parched ihrcdi of minivcre," 

SteH-«n..- 

The old topitj read — -fiti anchor 1 1 inter. The corredion wal 
made by Mr. Theobald. MSLOMIi. : 

Vol XXII. O 



HAMLET, 



Each oppofite, thai blanks ihe face of joy, 
Meet what I would have well, and it deftroy! 
Both here, and hence, purfue me lading ftrife. 
If, once a. widow, ever I be wife! 

Ham. Ifllie fhould break it now, 

[To Ophelia. 

P. King, 'Tis deeply fworn. Sweet, leave me 
here a while ; 
My fpirits grow dull, and fain I would beguile 
The tedious day with il_>p, [Sleeps. 

P. Queen. Sleep rock thy brain ; 

And never come mifchance between us twain ! 

[Exit. 

Ham. Madam, how like yon this play? 
Queen. The lady doth proteft too much, me- 
tbinks. 

Ham. O, but fhe'll keep her word. 

King. Have you heard the argument? Is there 
no offence iu't? 

Ham. No, no, they do but jeft, poifon in jefi; 
no offence i'the world. 

King. What do you call the play? 

Ham. The moufe-trap. * Many, how? Tropi- 
cally. This play is the image of a murder done in 
Vienna: Gonzago is the duke's name; 5 his wife, 

* TU**tf*l»f-l He rdl.it the ™*><r.,,ber au [e ill. 

llie thing 

» la which be'll aid the eonfeience ofthekiog." 

Steevinj. 

' Goniagi ii til dukt'i nm ;] Thus nil the old ropiei: 

yet in Sbt fta^e-diredion for t!ie dumb (how, and tile lublcqucni 
eninnce, we Ui« Enla a king .nd &c. and in the 

latter put of Ihii fpeech boiH the quarto and folio read, 
" Lucianui, nephew to the tug." 

Thii Iteming inconliftsncy however ma/ be reconciled. Though 
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liaptifla : 6 you fhall fee anon ; 'tis a knavilh piece 
of work: But what of that? your majefiy, and we 
that have free fouls, it touches us. not: Let the 
gall'd jade wince, 7 our withers are unwiung.— 

Enter Luciani'S. 

This is one Luc'ianus, nephew to the ting. 4 
Oph. You are as good as a chorus,' my lord.' 
Ham. I could imerpret between you and yonf 

love, if I could fee the puppets dallying, 1 

[he inttiludc li the imagi of ihc muTdtr of i iih of Vitnoa, or in 
othtr wordi fouodtd upoo lt:a t &aiy, iho poel mighl mate Lh„ 
principal pctCoh of Hi faUi a ling. M alone. 

< Baftijta:) Biflj/i ii, I liiink, i n iiili, Dl ib e uaro» 

alwayt of a mm. Johmoh. 

I hditvt tseuijla ii a=v er ufcd En £ l y bp iht Iiitiani, being uai. 
fbimly coroimitmieJ rJiu,: (l u , Gievwxi), and meaning, q f 

courfe, >in thtBaflijl. Koihi.j more wai iheitfort orrefla.v to 
detefl tbefor Kt .y cf Si: t l,L c ...,\ ( „ En t lijh Maiioi,, ilua. 

bis afnibing them Lo Bb/(i/( 0 Angeloni. Ritson. 

i Lei lit fia/i'J }Ut -in",) Tbi. Ii a prombial [won 
So, in Damn* oarf f»iiisj, 1SS2: S 
" I know ibe £ ali'J A«r/ ( will foontfl m* c ,.- SrnsvEru; 

• ™.*,.A, W ii H, king.] i. 1. to Ibe king in ihe pliu tfctu 
> re pre fen led. Tl.. modem (dilori, following Mr. Th(obald, read— 



bio* 

[in, Ir 

1, uij he fcto in JCiBf *fiart f. 



eed of dtp* 

neb Sbakfpei; 



who fo,nl 

Inltipieitd lotbe audience. 

So, ia Til Tun Gtnlltmtn if Piro 
" O ercelleot mo/fon ! O c 
'■ Now will he ii!(r;.„ f for 

Again, la Giecne'i Grtol/a-irM 
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Come: 

— — The croaking raven 
Doth bellow Tor revenge. 

Log. Thoughts black, hands apt, drugs fit, and 
time agreeing ; 
Confederate feafon, ell'c no creature feeing; 
Thou mixture rank, of midnight weeds 4 colled, 
With Hecat's ban thrice blafted, thrice infected, 
Thy natural magick and dire property, 
On wholefome life ufurp immediately. 

[Pours ihcpoijon into the fleeper's tars. 
Ham. He poifons him. i'the garden for his eftate. 
His name's Gonzago: the ftory is extant, and writ- 
ten in very choice Italian : You fliall fee anon, how 
the murderer gets the love of Gonzago's wife. 
Oph. The king rifes. 
Ham. What! frighted with falfe fire ! s 
Queen. How fares my lord? 
Pol. Give o'er the play. 
King. Give me fome light:— away! 
Pol. Lights, lights, lights! 5 

[Exeunt nil but Hamlet and Horatio. 
Ham. Why, let the ftrucken deer go weep, 7 
The hart ungalled play : 
For fome muft watch, while fome muft deep ; 
Thus runs the world away. — 

* midnight 1W1 _] The foice of ibe cpitbet — m£rfm"j*(, 

will bt bed uilplayed by a correfponning paffigt in iUchlk : 
" Root of litmiock, Hggi HU iuri." Stievins. 

' Wktt! ftigkltd oMJitf, JE«.'J This Ipeech i> omitted in I he 
qmrto). Stf.eveni. 

B Ligkti, tigkli, ligkti .'] The quarloi give thit fpeteh to Ptlnita. 

In ibe folio All is prefixed lo thii fpeeth. Maloki. 

I jtmckii dm go atif,] See Vol. VIII. p. 10S, n. C. 

STEITOil. 

o s 
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HAMLET, 



Would not this, fir, ami a Foreft of feathers,- (IF 
the reft of my fortunes turn Turk with me,') with 
two Provencial rotes on my razed fliocs," get me a 
fcliowfhip iu a cry oi players, 3 fir? 



I be fligt io Sllikfjl care's time. MALONE. 

I bctitlt, fincc tbe En 5 lifh fiige begin, 
ncry lumpiny of pliyen Ibit could ilfotd li 

-» turn Tort nitl mt,} Thi. eipreflion has o 

old comedies. So, in Grcenc'l T^Qusqal, 1614: " 
firi, fioro an abfoluic and nofl eomplsat gemltn- 



n rmtanicall)-. Again, in Decker'i Hinijf 



Prrliaps the phrafe bad iis life from fnmc popular ftoif like that 
of Ward Md DmfiiiT, Hit iwo f.imnui piraiei ; an account of 
wtiofe 0 vet throw wit pnbUfhed by A. Barker, iGoy ; and, In 161a, 
1 p1»v written on the fame tublcS called ^ ClryluB i.rn'J 
rari. Stxivibi. 

f Why t™>i»ht rof/f? Uodt'ub'tldl/ we fbould read 
Praoftciaf, or [with the French ;} Prjcnj.,/. He means rofci of 
P nvina, a beautiful fpecies of rofe, and formerly much cultivated. 



So, iu Ik: DiviPi Law-cafi, iGj3: 

" With over blown rifts in bide your goutv anclei." 
Again, in Til Rturiig Gill, 161I1 " — »- nMuy handfoin» 
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leg. in filk flocking, hive villainohi fplay-feet, far all their great 

J ihc reading of the quarto, is rea'a" Jam; that of the folio 
Mt'J J*o< ( . AgW fhoei, may mean Jinjawi fhoci, i. e. with cue. or 
opening, in them, t he poec miglu hive written raifid Jhsti, i, e. 
fliuc. with ifj* Wr ; foch at by adding to the (ramie, lie fuppofed 
to incrcafc the dignity of a player, la Stubb'. Anatumit tj Unfit, 
i3g5, theie ii a chapter on the iftii jliri in England, which [ha 
fayl] bcarc tbem up mo inches ot more frncn the ground, kc. forut 
• f red, blacfce, Sec. rmi, carved, cut, and Ihiehed," ice. 
Again, in Warner'. AlbMi England, iboa, U. IX. ch. tlvii : 

" Ihen wore ttiey Ihoei of eifo, now of id inch-broad, 
Corlii H((." 

Mr. Pope read.— roidf fhoei, I. e. (a. interpreted by Dr.Johnron) 
ihoe. Iraidid in lieu." Siowe 1 . Chronicle, anoo |553, mention. 
women 1 ! hoodi rrji.1 or ftriped. Rtii ii the French word for a 
ftripe. Johnlon. Cilltain af BultftJHtal Law. informi ul, under 
Ue yean nil anil 1153, that in difobedience of the canon, 
the clergy", fhoei were tltcquirU wi ill red and green, eiceediug 



to ran, alike Ggaifj h Jtrttt. See Mlnfhea'l Did. Ig y. To raft. 
The word, though differently fpelt, ii ufed io nearly the fame Sg- 

nitication in Marfcharu'i C™fr, F.rm, p. 555 ; " baking jll 

ii. e. wafer take.) together between two Irnni, having within ihcrn 
many •acid and checkered draught, after the manner of fmall 

1 aery if p Ifiri,] All o Go n to a pack of bound., 

WiMtBUITO» r 

A paU of houndt wai once called a irj of houndi. So, in lie 
Tcic jVotlr (Tin/mm, by Beauuiool .od Fleteher; 

and well have halloo d 

" To a deep cry nf bound.." 
Agiin, in A UUJkmmr Nifkt> D;tm: 

" Wai never hillood io, or cheer'd with horn." 
Milton, likewife, hai— " A aj of hell-houodi. " Steiyxki. 

_ a cry ./ ftapil,\ A Iranp or company of player.. So, in 

6«riitanei : 

" You have made good work, 

" Ton and yom trf." 

O 4 
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HAMLET, 



Ham. A whole one, 1. 4 

For ihou doll know, O Damon dear, 5 

This realm diimantlcd was 
Of Jove bimfelf ; and now reigns here 
A very, very — peacock. 5 



Again, in A jirang; Har/i. reel, by Thomas Decker, 161J; 
'.' 1 he lafl rate ihcy ran, (lor you mult know they no many,) «ii 
fromacrjoffe-jcaut.,'- mtuau. * 
« Hur. Haifa (hare. 

Ham. A villi one, I.] It Ihould be, I think. 

For be. 

The a3ors in our author's lime had not annual falatiei ai at prcfent. 
The whole receipts of each theatre uere divided into (hares, of 
which the proprietors of the theatre, or bivji-kiipirs as they were 
called, had foine ; and each ador had one or more iharct, or part 
of a (hue. according to his merit. See Til Aasmt tj til Aiciiat 
liialns. Vol. III. MALOKI. 

A visit err, /, in farnitjar language, means no mora than — I 
ibink mirfelf tniiiled lo a whole one. STicvr.Mt. 

1 0 Damon rfio-.j Hamlet calls Hnratio by Ihil name in 
alluCon to the celebrated friendihip between Damn and ffthiti. 
A ptjy on tbii lubjcfl was written by Richard Edwardi, and pub- 
liflied In [J8l. STBBVIM. 

The fricndlhip of Damon and Vyihias is alto enlarged upon in a 
boot that was probably very popular in Sbakfptare's youth. Sir 
Thomas Elliot's Governor, .553. Malone. 

• A nny, niry -peacock.] This alludei to a fable of the bird. 
chooDog a king ; inllead of the eagle, a peacock. Pope. 

The old copies have it pnttk, ptitatlt, and pajocil. I Cub-flit ti'.e 
faiiccl, as nearelt to the traces of the corrupted reading. I have, 
ai Mr. Pope fays, been willing to fubFUtutc any thing in the plate 
of l.isfiaiori. He thinks a fJble alluded 10, of the birds [hoofing 
a king; inflead cf the legit, a piacttl. I fuppofe, he muft mean 




Ihef/acoii waseltdcdon account of his E ay feathers. But, uiih 
fubm.fliun, in this paflagc of our Sliakfpe.'.e, [here is not the itaft 
mention made of the lafli in.auiithefis to the faciei ; and it rnuft 
be by a very uncommon figure, Ihaijovc hjmfelf Hands in the 
JJl«'f ?f ois ci,d. I ibink, Hamlet is letting fail father - ! and 
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Hon. Yon might have rhymed. 

Ham. O good Horatio, I'll take the gh oil's word 
for a thoufand pound. Didfl perceive? 

Hon. Very well, my lord. 

Ham. Upon the talk of the poifoning,— 

Hor. I did very well note him. 

Ham. Ah, ha ! — Come, fome muGck ; come, the 
recorders. — 

For if the king like not the comedy, 

Why then, belike,'— he likes it not, perdy.*— 



nnele't chafers in conlraft to each other: andmeani to fay, that 
l>y hi! fuller' i death the Rate was iliipp'd of a godlike monarch, 
and that now in his Head reign'd the moft defpicable poifonnui 
auitniL that could be ; ■ mere faiiici or load. PAD, Ivfl, •«*(/» 
major; a toad. Tb.it word I lite to be of Hamlet' ■ own fubflitu- 
tin S . The vtrfei, repeated, fcem to be from fome old ballad ; in. 
which, rhyme being neccflary, I doubt not but the Isft vnfe ran 

A vt'J, vir) aft. Thiubalq. 

A tiecaci feems proverbial forafool. Tom, Gafcoigne in hit 

Win 

" A thecfc, a cow arete, and a ftteult foole." 

In the lift fcene of tbii afi, Hamlet, fpeaking of the King, ufet 
the expreflion which Theqbald would introduce: 

Would from a pmddcck, from a bat, a gib, 
« Such dear concernments hide P" 
The reading, pitted, vhich 1 believe to be the Irne one, wat 
frrl introduced by Mr. Pope. 

Mr. Theobald i. uufaiihful in his account of the old copies. 

s>aiscl; P Ihefolio, i6a3, foiccfrf ■* q t0> ■ 

Sbakfpcorc, I fuppoft, meaoi, that the king flruts about with a 
falfe pomp, to which he has no right. See Florio'i Italian 
Dictionary, l565 : " PavMntpm,. To jet up and down, fondly 
gazing upon himfclf, as a peacock dotb." aiALOHi. 

' J!'*; Ihin Mill,] Hamlet was going on to draw the eon- 
fequenec, when the courtiers entered. Johnson. 

! it litis il Mf, pcrdy.J PirJ) is a eonuptioa of far Din, 



902 



HAMLET. 



Enttv Rosencrantz and Guilden stern. 

Come, forac muuck. 

Guil. Good my lord, vouch fafe me a word with 
you. 

Ham. Sir, a whole hiftory. 
Guil. The king, fir, — — 
Ham. Ay, iir, what of him? 
Guil. Is, in his retirement, marvellous diflem- 
per'd. 

Ham. With drink, fir?* 

Guil. No, my lord, with cooler. 

Ham. Your wifdom fliould fliow itfelf more 
richer, to fignify this to the doctor; Tor, for me to 
put him to his purgation, would, perhaps, plunge 
Iiim into more choler, 

Guil. Good my lord, put your difcourfe into 
ibme frame, and ffart not fo wildly from my affair. 

Ham. Iamtame.hr: — prononnce. 

GutL. The queen, your mother, in mod great 
affliction of fpirit, hath lent mc to you. 

Ham. Yon are welcome. 

Guil. Nay, good my lord, this conrtefy is not 
of the right breed. If it fliall pleafe you to make 
me a wholefome anfwer, I will do your mother' a 
commandment: if not, your pardon, and my re- 
turn, (hall be the end of my bufniels. 

anJii not uncommon in the nld plays. So, in 7hi FUj tf, d, 

/oar P'(, 1S69: 

" In [hat. you Pjlmer, ai dfputic, 
" Miy dtiily difchaige him, ptriii." Steeveni. 
» Will Aini, p *\ Himlei nfctt pjnieulii car* inn bit uacle'i 

love ofdrink Ih.ill no;b= forgotten. JOHNSON. 
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Ham. Sir, I cannot, 
Gun.. What, my lord * 

Ham. Make yon a wholefome anfwer; my wit's 
difeafed : Bat, fir, fuch anfwer as 1 can make, you 
fhall command; or, rather, as you fay, my mother : 
therefore no more, bnt to the matter ; My mother, 
you fay, — — 

Ros. Then thus fhe fays ; Your behaviour hath 
flruck her into amazement and admiration. 

Ham. O wonderful fon, that can fo aflonifii a 
mother ! — But is there no fcquel at the heels of this 
mother's admiration ? impart. 

Ros. She defires to fpeak with yon in her clofet, 
ere yon go to bed. 

Ham. We (hall obey, were ilie ten times our 
mother. Have you any further trade 1 with us? 

Ros. My lord, you once did love me. 1 

Ham. And do Rill, by thefe pickers and ftealers. 3 

Ros. Good my lord, what is your caufe of dif- 
temper? you do, furely, bar the door upon your 
own liberty, If yon deny your griefs to your friend. 

Ham. Sir, I lack advancement. 

Ros. How can that be, when you have the 
voice of the king himfelf for your fucccfiion in 
Denmark?* 

" w/orfi(r htii—\ Further buGnefii further dealing. 

• ij tktfi pUtin Ice] Br thefe fundi. Joiinion. 

Bv thefe bandi, fiyi Dr. Johnforii and rightly- Bu! the phrafe 
is taken from our ebirch caterhifm, where the cat e< humeri, in hit 
duty to hii neighbour, it taught to keep liii haodi from fitting tnd 
Jlulhg. W«»l«T, 

* win 7»u iiet Hi veici if lit iinr linftlf Jit par Jai- 

tt$n » O.iMrif] Sec p. 33, n. i. Maloks. 



HAMLET, 



Ham. Ay, fir, but. While the grafs grows, — the 
proverb is fome thing mntly. 3 

Enter the Players, with Recorders} 

O, the recorders : — let me fee one. — To withdraw 
with you : ' — Why do you go about to recover the 
wind of me,' as if yon would drive me into a toil ? 



■ Ay, ft, iol, While the grafi growl,— tit priori ii fimiliag 
mujjy.] The remainder of ttii old proverb is prelervid ia Whet- 
flone's Pumu **i Cafandr*. i5 ;S ; 

Wbvlflgiafidothgrowe, sfl fitvti lit Julf futt." 
Again, in Til Fariiiji if Diiniit Dmift,, iSjS: . 
" To whom of old liiit prove'be well u fcrvei, 

» wm r'fi tumiitjiiijtvm." 

Hamlet meiui lo intimate, that wbilft be it waiting Tor the fuc. 
cefiion lo the throne af Denmark, be may himfdl be taken off by 
deaib. Maloni. 

• Mtttrim.] i. e. * kind of large flute. See Vol. VII. 

p. 149, n. 6. 

To jintJ anciently Ggmfied to ung or modulate. Stkvihs. 

1 To wi(U,aa mill you;] Thefe lift word, have do meaning, 
at they ftind j yet none of the ediloii have attempted to amend 
then. They were probably fpoken to the playen, whom Hamlet 
wiihedtoget rid of : — 1 therefore fhquld fuppofe that we ought to 
read, " to, withdraw you;" or, fo withdraw, will you?'" 

M. Ma son. 

Here Mr. Malone adds the following ftage direflion r— [To Hug 
GxiUmJirn -fir.] But the foregoing obfcuie wordl may refer to 
fome geflure which Gui kUnftcm had ufed, and whith, at firft wan 
interpreted by tlamlet into a G 



■ riroc.r Hi vh4 if mi,] So, in an a 

entitled Tit Siund Maido'i Tripij: 

Why, tben I have your ladyfhip in til wt. 
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Guil. O, my lord, if my dnty be too bold, my 
love is loo unmannerly-' 

Ham. 1 do not welt nnderlland that. Will you 
play upon this pipe ? 

Guil. My lord, I cannot. 

Ham, I pray you. 

Guil. Believe me, I cannot. 

Ham. I do befeecri you. 

Guil. I know no touch of it, my lord, 

Ham. "lis as eafy as lying : govern there ven- 
tages 1 with your fingers and thumb, 3 give it.breath 



Again, io Churehyird"i Wirtkhuft *J Wilts i 

« Their cunning can with craft fa elokri troelh, 

» That hardly we (hall kv>i tim in (it mnJi, 

•• To fmell Ibcm forth or yd their fincnefs finde." 

HntDIUOH. 

» 0, nj Itri, if mj duly tt lit icIJ, mj Ion ii 1st iHimann[T(j.] 
!. r. if myduty to Ihc makes roe piefi vou a little, my love 
to jtm makes me Mill more importunate. If that nukes me btiJ, 
this mates mc even unnaimir/i. Wubsitoh, 

I believe ive (hould read— nj liv, i, not mmtmtrl/. My con. 

to^ake the recorder, Guitdenflem alfo Uiifta his ground, in order 

Hamlet luditrouOy call) •• gehg aisvl is ucsvit f«( uiad," !te. 

a eourlieti •• ij nj M, to the king makes tne tot Uid in prefDng 
you upon a difagreeabte fubject, l/ittt to you will make Die nff 
munsaxr/;, io (hewing you all poflible marks of refpeQ and at- 
tention. Tvbwbitt. 

' rntfigri — ] The bolts of a flute. Johnson. 

' and ttumt,] The fiiH quarto reads— nn'(i 7 our Ji-jrrj ni 

iJr umber. This may prohably be the «nrient name for that piece 
of moveable hrafs at the end of a flute which it either raifed or 
deprefled by the £neer. Tbe word iralir ii ufed by Slowe tho 
chronicler, who, deftribing a lingle combat between two knights — 
bjn, » be braS, up Lis atlllr three timet." Here, the mnftr 



HAMLET, 



with your ruoutli, and it will difcourfe moll elo- 
quent mufick. Look you, thcfc ate the Hops.* 

Guil. But thcfe cannot I command to any ut- 
terance of harmony ; I have not the fkill. 

Ham. Why, look you now, how unworthy a. 
thing you make of me? You would play upon me ; 
you would feem to know ray Hops; you would 
pluck out the heart of my myflery ; you would 
found me from my lowed note to the top of my 
compafs : and there is much muGck, ' excellent 
voice, in this little organ ; yet cannot you make it 



meam the vifor of tht helmet. So, ia Spenfer't Fvtj Qutiat, 
Boot III. c. i. ft. 41' 

" But the h.svcroaid would not difirmed be. 

Again, Book IV. c. iv: 8 . * 8 Pp 

» And therewith froon him on hi, umMin." 
Again, in Hie ftcoud book of Lidgale on the Trojan Wir, iStJ : 
" Thorough the uinJii into Troyluj' face." Steevins. 
If a natdii had a brafc key like the Crnaan Flirt, we art 10 
folloufthe reading of the quarto i fur [hen thcthumb it not top. 
reintd in [he goveinmeni nf the ventagei or (lopi. If a ncerdir 
wai like a ia'nwrr'i pift, which hat no biafs ley, bu[ hat a Hep 
for [he thumb, »e ire lo rrad_6ep!rn liifi vnUpi vili jsur 
Jingir and In Colgravt't Diflfon.ny, outre, tmtrair, 

entiiat, wad tntrtlb, art all bm Ibe Latin utn(r«, and fignify a 
fhadow, an umbrella, or any thing thai (hide! or hides the face 
from the Tun; and hence they may have been applied to any thing 
that hidn qr coven another; ai for example, they may have beep 
implied to the brafi key that eoven the hole in the German flute. 
So, Spcnfci ufed umeriirr for the vifor of the helmet, ai Roui'i 
tirfv, tf Ik. Kinp If E H l**i »&■ .Bifri/* in the fame htf*.^ 

< fit flops.] The founds Formed by oceafioually flopping 

(ho bo let, while the inflrumcnt it played upon. So, la the Pro- 
logue lo King Htraj V : 

" And of fo ealy and to plain iJI'P," kc, t,Ui.o\i. 
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fpeak, 'Sblood, do yon think, I am eafier to be 
play'd on than a pipe ? Call me what inftrnmcnt 
you will, though y-u can fret me, you cannot play 
opon me. 

Enter Polonius. 

God blefs yon, fir ! 

Pol'. My lord, the queen would^fpeak with yo'» 
and prefently. 

Ham. Do yoo (\e yonder cloud, that's almoft in 
fhape of a camel ? 

Pol. By the mafs, and 'tis like a camel, indeed. 

Ham. Methinks; it is like a weafel. 5 



' Mdiiqii, fcc] Tbii paffage bat been printed in modei^ 
edition! thui: 

Him. Uiliiiiis, il if iiinBOUile, b$. 



icl— : and what occafion for altera, 
lion then was, I cannot difcovtr. The wiajd h icmaikable for 
the length of in had; but though I beli.ve a (ltd at,j,\ b not 
eafy lo be found, yc. it ii as likely thai tb. tloud should Tefcmb]. 
a m/il io !haj.e, ai in tmli {i. e. black-bird) in colour. . 

M.. Tollfi observes, that w> raiglil lead—" it is Ltii like a 
weafel," i. e. weafel-fuouled. So, in Htlatfiifs btfniflitm p/ 
Znglaxd, p. ijs: " if he bt wifiU-bitkid," Quailei ufei tbii 
tttm of reproach in lilt Ci.jin Yliica.- " Go you w.aul-Jmud, 
addle-paled," kc. Mi. Toilet addi, thai Milton in bi| Ljttiai, 
calls a promooiory (raifir, i. e, prominent like the of a biid, 
or a Ihip. Steevens. 

Ham. Mdtiiiijtf if Hit » alaul. 

Pol. If iiback'd lih a witul.] Thui the quarto, 1604, and the - 
folio. In a more modtrn quarto, that of 1611, teii'it the original 
leading, was corrupted into Had. . , 

Fcrhaps io ihc original edition tbe words osmfi and waul were 
fbuifled out of tbeir placei, The poet might hit* inlended the 
dialogue to proceed thui : 



aoS HAMLE T, 

Pol. It is back'd like a weafel. 
Ham. Or, like a whale? 
Pol. Very like a whale. 

Ham. Then will I come to my mother by and 
by.— They fool me to the top of my bent. 5 — I will 
come by and by. 

Pol. 1 will fay fo. [Ext'tPoLonius. 

Ham. By the by is eafily faid. — Leave me, 
friends. [Exeunt Ro's. Guil. Hon. 4tc* 

*Tis now the very witching time of night; 
When churchyards yawn, and hell idelf breathes out 
Contagion to. this world: Now conld I drink hot 
blood. 

And do fuch bufinefs as the bitter day e 
Would quake to look on. Soft; now to my mo- 
ther.— 



■« Hem. Do you fee yonder eload, lhat'i atmoftia thelhapa 
■' Tel. By the milt, and'lii like a weazsl, indttd. 



The prolubtratu back of i caratl fecnii more to referable a cloud, 
tb>n ihe back of a weazt! does. Malome. 

^ nijjatlmi is (ii ttp cfir., !«(.] They tompel me to play 

Perhaps a It rm in arcbeiy ; i. e. ai far at Iht bow will id mi I of 
being btntwithout breakiog. Doucn. 

* And Jo fuck iufmt/i si ihe bitter day—] Thui the quarto. The 
folio reads: 

jnd In fvci bitler bitfioefi « Hi in; fcc. MiiosE. 

The enprtirir.ii hllo !.t,Ssi/i i- Hill in u[e, and though ai prefent 
a vulgar ptirife, mighi not have beta fnch in [tie age of Shakfpeare. 
The Hun day il Ihe uay rendeied hateful or titrir by the com. 
minion of tome aS -f uiiichief. 

Wans, in hi. Legiei, fays, " Billtr it an eqnivotal word ; there 
il HUH wormwood, ihere arc Ullir words, tbcraare lilur eneroici, 
and a (ifirr cold morning." It il in {hoit, any thing u up It at no 

OI UuilfllL SlEEVlNS. 
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O, heart, U)fe not thy namrc ; let not ever 

The foul of Nero etmr tiiis firm bufom: 

Let me be cruel, not unnatural: 

I wilt (peak daggers to her,' but ufe none; 

Mytonguc and foul in iliis be hypocriies: 

How in my words ioever llie be Ihent,* 

To give them icals 3 never, my foul, conrent! 

[ Extit 



SCENE III. 



A Room i'« ike fame. 



Enter King, ROSENCRANTZ, and GtilLDSN'STErlNi 

King. I like him not; nor [lands it fafe i\'kh us; 
To let his madnefs range, Therefore, peuareyou; 
I your commillion will forthwith defpatch, 

' / mil Jpiak dagner^/o J,t, ] A limilar e*r>reffinn occurs id 
"it Hilvr* f.en P.rnaj'w, ih'jC: - they a;c pjlikni (tllowt, they 
fput nothi-ii: hisi buiiiir.,." It has bteu aln...fly oblcived, thai i 
i(J±u anciently bgnihed ajfluf if« f£ ir. SlELViM. 

■ [.Dic.it,] Tajhtni. is to reprove bar Oily, to ireat wiili 

lougl. language. So, in Tit Ccnami of Beaumont and Fleicbei : 
" Wt lhall btjknl roundly. 1 ' SituxBS. 

See Vol. XVII. p- 414, n. S. Maldmb. 

Sinl tecmito main Com* thing more than reproof, hy the taU 
lowing p^e f.oro r** j>< JI* S i/i r «f«; Tho.aas Mowi.iay, 

Duke of Norfolk, is tile fjiiiakiir, an.i !i c i tbus his having belravcd 
the Duke of GloorefUT sad liis confederate, to the King, " for 
which [ fays he j they were all tana and fiat" 

Hamlet furely means, " however n,y roother may bt tur(; 
usunaV, or fiuifi'i, i,v my wtjds, 1st mc uever coufent" S:c. 

HmrttsOH. 

' ta jict titmfiali~. ] i. e. put lb cm in tictution. 

Vol. XXII. P 



no 
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And he to England fliail along with you:*- 
The terras of our eftate may not endure - 
Hazard fo nearns, as doth hourly grow 
Out of his lunes. J 

Guil. Wc will ooifelvet provide: 



tue, cither fiom (be negligence o( the lopyiil or tin printer, 
ight have been midland; b;ii ii is ceitainly printed ai ihe author 
tended, fat in the next ft cue Hamlet (nyi In his motb.r, " I muft 

Englaudi you know tint!"' before Ihe sing could have heard 

the detth of Polooiui. M4LOHS- 

1 tf.t of hi, luact. ] [Ihe folia readi_0.r tj til lunacici.) 
be old quailO), 

O« of li. be 



0.1 cj M, Inn. 
t. e. llii aadntfi, Jua-.y. TiinotALD. 

I lake frlwi lobe, propttly read, from, which, I think, ii ■ 
provincial word lot pwji Stmturi; which bring, I fuppofe, 
not undetftood, wat changed lo luiociri. Eut of thii I m not 
confident. joHBSOH. 

I would receive Theobald'i emendation, heeaufe Sliakfpea.e 
ufei the word I...J in the fame Tenfe in TittttriJ IKw» »/ IfiWJil 

I have met, .however, wilh an inflaute in fupport of Dr. 

" were you but ai favourable ai you are frcaijh — " 

Tii/rj-J Uv,, by Greene, 1616. 
Prrhaplj however, Sliitfpcarc deiigncd > metaphor from horned 
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su 



Molt holy and religious fear it is. 
To keep thole many many bodies fafe, 
That live, and feed, upon your majefty. 

Ros. The fmgle and peculiar life is bound, 
With all the ftiength and armour of the mind. 
To keep itfelf from 'noyauce; bm much more 
That fpirit, upon whofc weal * depend and reft 
The lives of many. The ceafe of inajefly 




JP 1 



319 



HAMLET, 



Dies not alone; but, like a gulf, doth draw 
What's near it, with it: it is a matty wheel, s 
Fix'd on the fummit of tbc bigheft mount, 
To wbofe huge fpokes ten tlioufand 1 e ire r things 
Are mortis'd and adjoin'd ; which, when it falls. 
Each frua'.l aunexment, petty ,'confequence. 
Attends the boift'rous ruin. Never alone 
Did the king fi«h, but with a general groan. 

King. Arm yon, I pray you, to this fpeedy voy- 
age; 

For we will fetters put upon tliis Tear, 
Which now goes too free-footed. 

Roe. Guil, .We will hafle ns. 

[ Rose.\crantz and Guildenstern. 

Enter Polonius. 

Pol. My lord, he's going to his mother's clofet; 
Behind the arras Til convey myfelf, " 
To hear the procefs ; I'll warrant, flic 11 tax him 
home: 

And, as you (aid, and wifely was it faid, 
'l is meet, that (brae more audience, than a mo- 
' ther, 

Since nature makes them partial, 7 JTiould o'er bear 

s f( i'j a maffj alul, ] TIiui ilit folio. The quarto rndt, 

— — Or ii ii Sit. MalohEi 

« Bttiti tU mm m tttvtj taj/fi/,] See Vol. Xlt. p. i 3 5, 
n, 3. STItVBHi. 

The irtas.hnr.gines in Sbakfjxare'l time, were hung it futh i 
iliflmce from ihc walli, that i pcrfon mi^lit eafiiy Hand bcliioi 

1 SUti ualun nakti aim partial. Sic. ] 

" Solent efle-jL," i„. Unit. AAV. ic.ii. 

STEEVEMt, 
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The fpccch, of vantage. 8 Fare you well, my liege : 
I'll call upon yoo ere you go to bed, 
And tell you what I know. 

King.- Thanks, dear my lord. 

Poi.okius. 

O, my offence is rank, it fmelis to heaven ; 

It hath the prim.il ctdeft curie upon't, 

A brother's murder! — Pray can 1 not, 

Though inclination be as fliarp as will ; 5 

My flronget guilt defeats my ftrong intent ; 

And, like a man to double bufinefs bound, 

1 Hand in paufe where I fliall 6rft begin, 

And'both ncglcft. What if this curfed hand 

Were thicker than itfelf with brother's blood ? 

Is there not rain enough in the iweet heavens, 

To wafh it white as fnow? Whereto fetves mercy. 

But to confront the vifagc of offence ? 

And what's in prayer, but this two-fold force,— 

To be foreftallcd, ere we come to fall, 

Or pardon'd, being down ? Then I'll look up ; 

My fault is pafl. But, O, what form of prayer 

Can ferve my turn ? Forgive me my foul murder !— ' 

' of vantage.] By Same oppgrlunity of leciel obrcrvation. 

* Tltvgh attinitia hi atjhtrf m will;] Dr. Waiboitoo would 



BI uHl lht fouih «mJ bio Weill." 'l ilt liiaj- i.T- '<■'■> 
ftrong as Iht . .-,| Mill .-. liq-iir^s liial din-. Sf.l vr-i-5 

What the Km* mean* id lay, is, Thai though he 
only t,..',7;"ij; tu jn.iy, Inn fl.-ra, ii.lv .>.t.j'n(J 1U ii, yet bil ii 
wis deputed by hit guilt. M. Maioh. 

PI 



»,4, HAMLET, 



That cannot be ; fincc I am dill poffefVd 
Of thole cSF.fls for which I did the murder, 
My crown, mine own ambition, and my queen. 
May one be pardon'd, and retain the offence?" 
In the corrupted currents of this world, 
Offence's gilded hand may fhove by juftice; 
Andoft'tis feen, the wicked prize ufdf 
Ruys out the law : Itot 'tis not fo above : 
There is no fhuffling, there the aeViou lies 
In his trnenamre; and we ourfelves compell'-d, 
Even to the teeth and forehead of our faults, 
To give in evidence. What then? whatrefts? 
Try what repentance can : What can it not ? 
Yet what can it, when one can not repent? 3 
O wretched fiate! O bofom, black as death ! 
O limed foul ; 1 that, llrufgling to be free, , 
Art more enpag'd ! Help, angels, make affay ! 
Bow, llubburn knees ! and, heart, with firings of 
fled, 

Be foft as f ;;ews of the new-born babe; 

All may be well! [Retires, aridkneeis. 

' Mtf mi h f<i"l">'<i. "H rtfan til nlcn.r?] He that don 
not amend wHil em be amended, rtlehi hit ojimi. The King 
(apt li e rrown from (lie >ii«ti i heir. Johmsoh. 

A jtmitjr psH»g* ocepn in PUUJir, where tbe King, wlio hid 
ururped the crowo at Sicily, and ii praying to hcavtu foT forgive- 
ncfi, rays, ' 

Look to be licr.nl of gnds, that mud bt jofi, 
" Fraying lijim ilie ground I bold by wrong." 

M. M&s on. 

ooly part of penitence, diflrcfi of confcrcdcc, without the otbet 
put. rtlolution nf amendment? Johksoh. 

1 0 limtd feAi ] Thii alludes to bira-tim. Shaifptarc ufei the 
fame word again, in King Hit'} V!. Part II: 

" Madam, mjfalf have tm'd a bufh foi her," Steevbns. 
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Enter Hamlet. 



Ham. Now might I do it, pat, now he is pray* 

And now I'll do't; — And fo he goes to heaven: 
And fo am I rcveng'd? That would be fcann'd : ' 
A villain kills my father; and, for that, 
I, his fole fon, do this fame villain fend'- 
To heaven. 

Why, this is hire and falary," not revenge. 
He took my father grofsly, full of bread ; 
With all his crimes broad blown, 9 as fluth as May ; 
And, how his audit (lands, who knows, fave hea* 
ven? * 

But, in our circumflancc andcourfe of thought, 

* ^— pat, *diu \i ii frajht; ] Tbm the folio. The quit lot 

* that wnli h ftm'd:] i. a. that fliould be cooCdotd, 

eliimated. Steeviju. 
' /, Ail Cole /on. Wo Hit funt Mint /ltd - ] The (olio rtadi — 
'Javti Ton, I reading apparinll; corrupted Flora the quarto. The 
meaning ii plain. J, iii ou\f Job, who am bound to punifli hii 
muTdnei. Johnsoh. 

" — hire ml filaij, 1 Thui lb* folio. Tbe quaiioi read— 
iaj< and jS.it. STEEVtHi. 

» Hi Del mjhiitr trtfilt, full of biead [ 
Wi/i all kii mm l„*d (I,™, ] Til. urrco-amoci expreffioa, 
fall of triad, out poet borrowed from the faerid writingi: " Be- 
hold, tliii wai the iriiqiiuy of thj- Slltr Sodom -, pride, Jullmfi if 



iauilet'i doubt could only be bow long, he had (I 



a if) HAMLET, 

'Vis heavy with him : 'And am I then reveng'd, 
To take him in the purging of his fi>ul. 
When he is fit and fcafoa'd lor his [>2fTar>e ? 
No. 

Up, fword; and know thou a more horrid bent: 3 

When he is drunk, allccp, or in his rage ; 

Or in the inceftunus plcafurcs of his bed ; * 

At gaming, fwearing; 3 or about forac a£l 

That has no rctifh of falvario.n in't: 

Then trip him, that his heels may kick at heaven ; fi 

And that his foul mav be as damn'd, and black. 

As hell, whereto ii goes. 7 My mother flays: 

This phyfick but prolongs t\y fickly days. [ Exit, 

a Up, Jtvci; W Hta ikn a ntft na.rfi henl -A To k,*t is 
uW by Shakfpcire for. m /<::c, to atek, va l<tj tM tn. Hl.t is, 
i , <™ l °"< *<»<< »■ at a marc 

Sec Vol. VI. p. iSo, n. 6. Stpevcks. 
1 Wi,* i, h d,mk, mjaf, or i, iii 

Or h H/ httfietai fiiijxru el kit M s ] So, in MirCtoa't Ja. 
filfrtt Ctanhji, i6o3j 

'< DidSlhgu noi kill him drunk i 

" Thou Ibouldfl, or in iu" embrace! of hit Inn." 

■ ifgnS^, Thu. tbt folio. The quarto, ■Col, 

T»d.-Ai e .«., , r«,«rin B! Miuki. 

« fl„; l«b nt? tic* <I fawn;] So, in Hey wood 'i 

Ctwtr i^r, iGi3: 

" Woofe HaUlrifl up, fiefs' (flisjl lit jfrnainfiU." 

5 ii witntiU&n.] Thi> fpncti, in which Himtci, rc. 

for blood, but comrvct damnation (or Hit man [hat I,/ would 

yrt tome moral may be eilriLd from it, ai all his t«l>rc llU cot 
M MA (OH. 

Thai a fcnlitncnt fo ioftrml Iboulu have rati with i minion, 
(nay pstiit furpriicj and yet the fsrat lisnd-likc difpufiiion is 



"Oigilized By Coo, 
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"The King rifts, and advances. 

King. My words fly up, my thoughts remain 
bciow : 

Words, without thoughts, never to heaven go. 

[Exit. 

Ihonn by Ltdsttiti, la WcbRer'i IFAirt DtvU, cr Villain Clrn- 




■• Thai white be had been bindylng at ten ail, 

He utigHt have foam blmlclE 10 bell, and Brock 

Again, in 7^ //V'/ I.wy, by S. S. 16.6: 

" I il,= n Ihould Brifce hij body with bii /on/, 
" Ami Sink intra both together." 

Again, io the third of Sun mint and Flclchtr'j F.itir Plaji in Optf; 
>• Noi (ate blra diaildiu.ik now, lilliil nfiaUnci." 

Steevfnii 

The firae iianid thought hai been' adopted by Le.vii M-ichin, 
in-Tit Dual KtitU, .G33: 

Njy, bin be pa lit nt, frr.or.th vour brow a Utile, 
" And you Dull late them ai they clip each other 1 

■ ' Aid iti ihtin ihv.k i,cl„rt- Hier a Ik God pardon,' 
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HAMLET, 



SCENE IV, 

Another Room in the fame. 
Enter Queen and Polomus. 

Pot. He will come firaight. Look, you lay- 
home to him : 
Tell him, his pranks have been too broad to bear 
with ; 

And that your grace hath fcreen'd and flood be- 
Much heat and him. I'll filence me e'en here.' 
Pray you, be round with him.* 

Queisn. I'll warrant you ; 

Fear me not: — withdraw, I hear him coming. 

[Polonius hides him j elf. ' 



1 HI fikr.(t m Air,.] Til JillM 

ct more wit. Johnson. 

• bt rtvti mli tin,] Here the t 

I think, the following fpeecli : 

'■ //an. f Wiliin. I Mother, mo 

• Poloniiu hid,! iinfttf. ] The cone 



following p.flkj, in Tit Hijhr, If Hambl.t, hi. Id. US1 . D 
there 'iid "umf.^Mi*"'^ <i<""r«, IntMoDJ po'.V'hc queue »ttd 

it he mould fpeAc fcvcmlv and wiklj- 10 hit mother,' looclLg hi! 
fecret pra8icc S , her fhould be uockrllood, and b)' that meanl in- 
tercepted, iifed. hit ordinary manner of dilli mutation, and began to 
come (r. ir)w] lifce a eocfce, beating wilh thii armi (in fucb manner 
ai tockei uft to ftrikq rcith their winj>5 ] upon the liangings of the 
lhambci j whereby f.rlni t < rnnietEiiiig ILiiriin; under ihcrn, he tried, 
* lit, a fit, and prctcnlly drawing bit fuorde, thiuft it into the 
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Enter H AM LET. 

Ham. Now, mother; 'what's the matter? 
Queen. Hamlet, thou haft thy father much of<- 
fended. 

Ham. "Mother, yon have my father much of- 
fended. 

'.Queen. Come, come, yon anfwer with an idle 
tongue. 

Ham. Go, go, you queflion with a wicked tongue. 

Queen, Why, how now, Hamlet? 

Ham. What's the matter'now? 

Queen. Have you forgot mc? 

Ham. No, by the rood, not fo: 

You are the queen, your hufband's brother's wife ; 
And,— 'would it were not fo! ' — yon are my mo- 
ther. 

Queen. Nay, then I'll fet thofe to yon that can 
fpeak. 

Ham. Come, come, and fit you down ; you fliall 
not budge; 
You go not, till 1 let yon np a glafs 
Where you may fee the inmoft part of you. 

Queen. Whatwilt thon do? thou wilt not mur- 
der me? 
Help, help, ho ! 

Pol. [Behind.] What, ho ! help! 

Iiangingt; whir.h done, pulled tTi e eounfellour (half-tirade] out by 
the heelej, made an ende of tilling liim-, and. bein R ilaine, cut 
hit body in piece;, which lie tanfed to be bojled, and t'no call it 
MIO an optn vault or privit." MALONE. 

■ Axd—ueulJ il a ,„ mi /,,'] The folio readi, 
But ainU you bin nel /». HiBH£Si»H. 



sao 



H A M LET. 



Ham. How now! a rat? 3 

[ Draws. 

Dead, for ad neat, dead. 

[Hamlet makes a pafs through the arras. 
Pol. [behind.] O, I am flain. 

[ Falls, and dies. 
■Queen. O iuc, what hall iliou done? 
Ham. Nay, I know not : 

Is it the king? 

[Lifts up the arms, and draws forth Polonius. 
Queen. O, what arafh and bloody deed is this ! 
Ham. A bloody deed ; — almolt as bad, good 

As kill a king, and marry with his brother. 
Queen, As kill a king ! * 



3 Btaitv! a ra(-»] Thij | a( Dr. Farmei has obliged; tl In 
cxpcclGoD borrowed from Til Hiprj ej HinUtt, s umOation from 
[he Punch of Belief melt. Stkivbbi. 



* Quern. A, till a ii*g!] Thii Kclamilion may be conCdered 
si fo.ue him (hat Lbe queer. had no band in the murder of Hi in I el I 




Decide murllier. — This adiiLicirr ;i..<l \^.r.c; s mnr.lierer 'floun- 
dered bit dcid brodui, [hat tit would ba.e (hint his uife, ml 

defence of lh= Ijdv Ul ilj-ic him. Tlie ? unfnnunar and wie'ked 
« (i n in I'm U.L.I rec-ittu t'i= iiouoiir lo lit ilic wife of one of ilie 
viliimeft aid wifcll pnucti in ilie Norib, im baled herfilfe in fucb. 
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Ham. 



Ay, lady, 'twas my word. — . 



Thou wretched, rafli, intruding fool, farewell! 



vile fort is to falfifie Tier fihh unto him, and, which is worfc, to 
minis bin lhal had bin the tyrannous murthenr of her lawful 
hufband ; ™ii« is.i.^t tlirtrft :r:;s tf.it jh< L:J Sun Hi anfir 

of fit mutiir, thereby 10 live in her adulleiie without tontrole." 
H,Jt. of Hami. fig. C ... 2. 

[u the conference however will] !>er Ton, on which the prefent 
fcene is founded, Ihc atonglj- afleilt ller innocence with .crura to 
ihit fia : 

" 1 know well, my Tonne, that I have done thee great wrong in 
marrying with EVngon, the cruel tyrant and murlhcicr ot Illy 
father, anil my loyal fpoul'e i bur when thou Halt conGder the 
fmall mean) of reGlhncc^ and the trcafon of the palace, with the 



life, 1 would f.ircly have laved the life of my lotd and huflu .J.'' 
Hid. Eg. D 4. 



charged with the murder of hei hulband, it ii obfervable that 
wlicu the player- qnetn in the precediug fcetie fays, 



" None wed the fecond, hit »lo UlTi Hi JSrjf," 
he has made Hamlet exclaim — " Ihat'i acrmnscd." The prince, 
therefore, boih from the cxprcfuon and rhe words addrclTcd 10 hit 
mother in the ptefeut fcene, mult he fuppofed to think, her buiIlv. 
_ perhaps after all this invellication, the nutb it, thai Shatlpcarc 
biuifclf mean; to leavi" the matter in doubt. Malohs. 

I know nnt in what pari of lilts tragedy the Ling and queen could 
have been expected 10 inter into a vindication nf tbeir mutual 
condufi. The former indeed ii rendettd contemptible as well 11 



[To POLOMUS, 




It is obfcrvabl*, t 
he euuld, and tber 
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HAMLET, 



I took thee for thy better; take thy fortune : 
Thou find'ft, to be too bufy, is fome danger. — 
Leave wringing of your hands: Peace; lit yon 
down, 

And Jet me wring your heart: for fo I fliall, 



guiltj' ; bin Tor Ihc litter our poet feemt to have felt all that ten. 
derntfj wbicb the Cbofl recommetidt to the imitation, of lier ton, 



Had Sbakfpejie (LoTi^tit !ll to have introduced the topitks [ have 




be bad had the fate of He! , i;: t!,M„T, bhJiuI 

That the Queen (who may flill be regarded as innocent qf 
murder ) might hive offered fome apology for her ovec-hafty 
marriage," can ealily be fjppqfed ; but Mr. Malone has not fug. 
gelled what defence could Lave been fel up but the royal fratricide. 
My acute predeceiTor, as well ai the novcllift, mnli have heea 
• ware thit though female weaknefi, and au ofleuce againfl the formi 
of the vqrld, will admit ol [Herniation, Tuch guilt as that of tin 
ufurper, could not have been palliated by the oramalkk art of 
Sbakfpearc; even if the father of liamlct had been rc;;ru[ciitcd 11 
a wicked inilcad of a viituoui charager, Stlevuh.' 
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If it be made of penetrable fluff ; 

If damned cuftom have not braz"d ii fo, 

That it be proof and bulwark againft fenfe. 

Queen. What have I done, that thou dar'ft wag 
thy tongue 
In noife fo rude againft me? 

Ham. Such an aft, 

That blnrs the grace and blufh of modcTly ; 
Calls virtue, hypocrite; takes off the rofe* 



I believe Dr. Vvarburton is mifhfcen; for it mil be allowed 
that there ii a material difference between an ornament worn on 
the jari\iti, and one exhibited on (Si f.ii cj Ui fra. Some have 
■jnderftood Ihefc wordi lo be only a metaphorical enlargement of 
tbe fentiroem contained in the preceding line: 

hot at the J ii no proper lunation ior i iltfl to be difplayed 



Lyte, in bis Herbal, lijS, enumerate! fipi it uiti among lit. 
[mailer kind of fingle gilliflowe.i or pinkt. 

Figure 4, in the Mntiu-iata (a plate or which ii annexed to 
the Fiift Par. of King Hmr, IV. } bai i flower fiaed on his fctliti, 

Tbe llower might be defigncd for 1 refi, ai Lhc colour of it il red 
in tbc painted glafs, [hough ill form is exprcfled with ai little 

It may, however, conduct us to affix a°ntw meaning to the Unci 
in qucllion. Tli ii llower, ai 1 have fines difcavered, is em&lf 
Oiapcd like the fipi it oral , now .called tbc D/ftferd Pr'ni. 

An Addrefs " To .ill Judicial rrnfurers," prefixed to The Wkifpa 
cf Ikt Saljtt til pinr.aaii in a aiiti Slnlr, or lit BttiU'i Ctatutttit*, 
.fior, bepins lifcewiTe thui : 

iirave [pitted gentle!, on whofe comely front 
ii The tefi of fivout lit) oajtltuall, — " 



B fl4 HAMLET, 

From the fair Forehead of an innocent love, 

And lets a Miller there! makes marriage vows 

As fulfe as diceis' oaths : O, Inch a deed. 

As from [lie body ol contraction' plucks 

'1 he very foul ; and lweet religion makes 

A rhaplody of words: Heaven's face doth glow ; 

Yen, iliis fojidity and compound mals, 

V\ uh trillful vifage, as atrainil the doom, 

Is thought-lick at the aft.' 

Sett a blijir Ihtre, hai the fame meaning » in Hit/art fir 
" J " '.. Who fallin K in the Biwi of bei o*n youth, 



k lorc^m,; quotation ftoru r.«.'«j W Gir/JiJt, I untler- 
attl.e , t „» M J K/ruM t^. >, -^■../* and lf.».h. 

I L c iu the pU> before ui: 

is not the ffwt thai fnilli, hut tcctjim [hat /nifti on ii. 
!u In [jkq uc ir. our author bad no choice ; fm having 

10 that part of the fice which wat anciently branded with 

irji-ioiuiii- lifjatius.. S I . H't.r.5. 

-/■am Id aeJ; 0/ tontiadion — ] Csnlrafiijn for irtorrijji 



, (lit /oii.ii'rj a»i hm/khiJ B*/i, 
■ tnfMvif.s*, 



I, UtU^i-jSti U ( lit a«.l IT any fenfc can be found here, it 
ii 111 is. Tut fua glowi [aud doet it not always: 1 ] ud the rcif 
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Queen. All me, what a£l. 

That roars fo loud," and thunders in the index?' 



O'ti llii JolUity and ismpowd mifi, 
Witk beaied vif. t ,, as agaixjl a, diim, 
Ii licujif-jfrleJ fir afl. ' 
From whence ii appcaii. Hut Shakfpeatc wrote, 
Httn'i /■« Jul gin. 
O'er llii Jtlidilj and aapemi atfi, 
WM liitfil vi/ng,; and, at -gaty Ik, d,m, 

i. tuvgii-fitt at tii ■& 

Thil mLkci i hue fti.fe, and Is thil cUtS. The Tun 1 
eoua!e nance, half bid in eelipfe, ig 11 the in? ot'doom 



'j face g/oui v>Ih yi[\,^c- t 
and, Hiavn'sfaci il ibougllt-fick. To the common leading ib'eie 
ii no juli objcclion. JoHHiON. 

I am llrongly inclined to think llut the Trailing of the quarto, 
1D04, is the mie one. In Shaifpejiei l.rei.iioui dlBiop, the 
meaning nJaji be,— The face of beaven dotli glow iu il l> heated 
vifiige over the eaitti : and "rutin, is agurjft the ujy of judgement, 
it thouglu-fick at the a£t. 

Had not out poet St. Luke'i defciipliqn of the ]jR day in hit 



fot fear, and for looking 011 thufe tliinsi 11 riirh ;!ie cawing on 111 
c trill i foi Ibe poweit ot besveu Ihill be llukeii,*' lee. MaLonc. 

• Tl.t lUri.ft ttvd,] The meaning ii,_H'iil ii Ibh >a. ( 
which the iifuvcij, 01 •nintiin, cabuut be made, but with llii 
violence of elamOL..? JOHBW.. 

• and tUndlrs in tit index?] Mr. Edwa.dt olfitiret, th: 

the indiiu of many old booV. were at tint time in ft r ltd at lb 
beginning, mil tad of the end, u it no* ilK tuftsin.. Thil oh 



Voi 1 XXII. 



Q 



tab HAMLET, 

Ham. Look here, upon thispi£ktre,andon this;* 
The counterfeit prefentment of two brothers. 
See, what a grace was feated on this brow : 
Hyperion's curls ; 3 the front of Jove himfelf; 



l,ffU lo the liiBoiy of hift and foul Ihoughll. Stl.vebs. 

Bullokai in hi. £ f f,Jit„, Bvo. 1616, define an J"</« by A 
Kill in a booke. The tail' was almoft ilwayi prrfaeJ IP tbe- 
book* of out poet't age. Indeies, -in the feufc in which »i now 
underlland the word, were very uncommon. Malobe. 

1 UH (ire, i/lii Ihhpmnri, otiif on Hi,;] II is evident from th* 
fallowing wordi, 

A jfaiisn, like the herald Mercury,* kc. 
(hat there pidurel, which art introduced as mioialurea on ihc ftage, 
were meant for wliole lengths, being pail of the furniture of the 
Queen's elofet; 

" like Maia's fan lie flood, 

<• And {hook liis plumes." Ttraiife Lejt, Boole V. 

Hamlet, who, in a former fcene, has centured thnfe who five 
• ' forty, Efiy, a hundred ducats apiece" for his uncle's " piflure 
in litlle, - ' would hardly have condefcended lo cany fuch a thing in 
his pocket. Stievehs. 

The inltoduflion of miniatnres in thil place appears to be a mo- 
dern innovation. A print prefixed in Rowe's ediiion of Healer, puh. 
lilhed in 1703, proves this. There, the two royal portrait! are ex- 
hibited ai half-length., hanging in the Queen"! clofct ; and either 
thui, or as whole-lengths, they probably were exhibited from Ibe 
time of Ibc original performance of thil tragedy to the death of 
Betterton. To half- lengths, however, the fame objection ticl, 11 lo 

"wVmayd^ '^""th.l from fhi. print the trick of kicking .he- 
chair down on £be appearance of the Ghofi, was adapted by modern 

■ Hyperion's t-'rCi,] It it obfcrviblc that Hjfohn is ufed by 
Spcnfer with the fame error in (Mlfify. Fabmek. 

I have never met with an earlier edition of Marflon's Infitintc 
Cmntifi than that in i6o3. In this the following lines occur, 
•whierrbcai a clofercrcmblaitce to Hamlet's defcription of his father: 
" A donative he hath of every god ; 
" Apvtla gauc Iilni jct-r hit high /mnC" 

dlgios !i «■■«. 

OtiA Mid™. Book [II. thui iraeflated hy Golding, i58j : 

" And haire that one might woitbily Apollo's baire it detme." 

Stehebi. 
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An eye like Mars, to ihreaten and command; 
Arhtlon like the herald Mercury, 4 
New-lighted on a heaven- killing hill ; 5 
A combination, and a form, indeed, 
Where every god did feem to fet his feal. 
To give tiie world affurance of a man: 
This was your hnfband. — Look you now, what fol- 
lows : 

Here is your hufbarid; like a mildew'd ear, 
Elaftinghiswholefomc brother. 5 Have yoo eyes? 

* A flalion liU Hi hiroU Mercury, <>.] SUIkn in ttiii inflame 
doei not mean Hi ffci tvkiri mj ini is placid, but Oil ofl ifjlttiilg. 
So, in Jnttef and ClrvpaKa, Aa III. fc.iii: 

" Her motion and litr finlin arc at one." 
On turning to Mr. 1 licobaldi hitt edition, 1 find [bat he had mide 
the lame remark, and fupporled it by the fame infliote. The 
obfervation ii ncrrffary, for o[hcrwi(e the compliment dcligntd to 
the altitude of the Vine, would lie brftowed on the plice where 
Mercury is repreftnted it Handing. STtuVEHS. 

In [hi fiifl fcene of 77m on ej Aliim, the poet, admiring a piflure, 



introduces the fame image : 




"OlJilai, niialain liW^i, that fann oo bayft'ioulJknUtn 



image 



11 There jirjt on ground with wiogi of might doth Mircurj 




In the margin ire ihtfe woidl : '■ The defcriptioo otMltouj-t 
journey from havin, ilong the mumltit, Attn in Afrifce, hi s i,JI on 




" You toweri whofe wanton topi do iti/i Ihi iWi." 




HAMLET, 



Conld you on this fair mountain leave to feed, 
And baiten 7 on this moor? Ha! have you eyes? 
You cannot call ic, love : for, at your age, 
The hey-day in the blood* is tame, . it's humble, 
And waits upon the judgement ; And what judge- 
ment 

Wonld ftep from this to this ? Senfe, fure, yon 
have, 

Elfe, could you not have motion But, fure, that 
fenfe 



T fafi'm — ] i, t. to grow fit. So, in Claudhi TilirWt 

Nut, i6oj ; 

" and for milk 

" I tallnd was with blood." 
Again, in Marlowe's jFiwo/Ma/,,,, i633 ; 

" And batm more than you are aware. " 

Bit it 10 ancient word For f«c«./i. Hence the adjeflive btljul, fo 
often ured by Drayton in his PatjMitn. StesVEKI. 

■ Tisbey-djy is lit blood— \ This (iprcflion occurs in Ford't 
'TuPitjjlu'ia Wior; i633 : 

" The iij-iaj of your luiury be fed 
" Up to a furfcit i" Stkevems. 

EIJi, icliijit uoi h&vt motion :j But ffom what puilofophjr 

little upon ftnfi, that the grcatefl part of mo/inn in the univerft; 
U amOn S ft bodies devoid of ftn/i. We fhould read : 

i. e. inteilea, r talon, Sec. Toil alludes lo the famous peripatetic 
printlple of Nil ft ix Inulltflu, t ued mfwil h feufti. And how 
fond our author was of applying, and alluding to, the prineiplei 
of this philofophy, we have givcu feveral iuftancu. Tin priuiiple 
in particular has been fiuce taken for the foundation of one of the 
nobleft warkl that thefe latter ages have produced. 

WAttausTOH. 

Tlie whole paff.itt is warning in the folio ; and which foever of 

boaficd philofopby for his choice. Stievens. 

Sic/i is fometimei ufed by Shakfpiarc for fcnfstioa or /ra/iiel 
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Is apoplcx'd : for madnefs would not err ; 
Norfeufe to ecftafy was ne'er fo thralL'd, 
But it referv'd fome quantity of choice. 
To fervc in fuch a difference. What devil was't, 
That thus hath cozen' d you at lioodraan-blind? * 
Eyes without feeling, 3 feeling without fight, 
Ears without hands or eyes, fraelling fans all. 
Or but a fickly part of one true feufe 
Could not fo mope.' 1 

O fhame! where is thyhlufh? Rebellious hell, 
If thou canfl muliue in a matron's bones,* 



It; as ntffn ii foi the cfftH produced by the impulfe oE 
e. Such, I think, ii the figuration of (here woidi here. 

" - — i {he fpeaki, and 'til 

>t Suth fenfe, thai ay Jnfi htetds with it."' 
i, mote ippofilely in the time piiy, where both the wotdi 
I * 

<. One who never fetli 

" The wiuton flings and mo/i™ of the Jnjt." 

in B.athwaite'i Sunt/ cj Hifleriii, 1614 i •' Thefc enfant ' 
oni will reduce the flraggting msiiunj 10 1 more fettled and 



Hudm*.',-iif 

" Wb> lb 

Again, io Iw. lammroi/i Trugidin in Q*t, It) 0*1 a Miaitr ef Miju 

" Pick out men'i eye*, and tell them that'i the fport 
» Ot ioOi.-mi.il Hind." STESVEhi. 
1 F.ju uiliett jatUg, !tc. ] Thii and the three following tinee 
art omitted in the folio. Steevehj. , 

* Could iil/e mope.] i. t. could not eihibit [itch mirks of Itupi- 
dity. The fame word it ufed in Tk, Tmpi/, fe. nil: 

" And were hioujbl moping hithct. Steeveni. 

■ . Rebellious hell, 

Ij iAou tenjl luulim in * imfrdn'j Itmii, Ice] Tom lb* oil 

2 * 



aSo 



HAMLET, 



To flaming youth let virtue be as was, 
And melt in her own Etc : proclaim no (liame, 
Wlien the compullive ardour gives the charge 
Since froft itfelf as actively doth burn, 
Andreafon panders will. 8 

Queen. O Hamlet, (peak no more; 

Tiiou turn'fr. mine eyes into my very foul ; 
And there 1 fee fuch black and grained' fpots, 
As will not leave their tinfi.' 



topits. SLutfpeare call! niilin«n,— naiimi, in a fuhleqnent Tctne, 
SresvEhs. 

So, io OUilUi 

" this hand of yours icqulrei 

<< MuXc'XgJion, exerrife devont , P ' 
" For htie'i young and [wealing tail litre, 
» That commonly nl/fJ." 
To Mifisi for which Ibc.moderh editors have fubflUuicd malUj, 
wit lii- ancient terra, Ggni tying 10 rife in nnfiity. So, io Knollcs't 
Hifiirj tf lit Turti, i6o3: » f he Janirariei—brcame wonderfully 
difeoritented, ib J iipjiu to nB/iH in diveifc placet of the cilic.'" 



1 rii/a paoden itjli.j So, the folio, £ think lightly; hut 

the leading of the qiuuo ii uefenfiblet 



IpoM of guilt wtre not merely fuperli-ial , [>u: inJeoicd A paffage, 

however, in lev',-* A,-U, wii; fuSicicnslv authorize Dr. jobnfon'» 
eipiinalioa: " 'Tit id gnm, fir, 'twell endure wind and weather." 



Minima. 




1 .<i alll net leave /.t/ir riefl,] To ktti it 10 
nfi^a. So, in Tit Tn-a GntUmts sj Vam*t 



Steevehj. 
put with, give up, 




; Digitized 0/ Google 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. «Si 

Ham. Nay, bat to live 

In the rank fweat of an enframed bed ; ' 
Stew'd in corruption; honeying, and making love 
Over the natty Q.yc ; — — 

Queen. O, fpeak to me no more; 

Thcfc words like daggers enter in mine ears ; 
No more, fweet Hamlet. 

Ham. A mnrderer, and a villain : 

A flave, that is not twentieth part the tythe 
Of your precedent lord: — a vice of kings :" 
A cutpurle of the empire and the rule ; 
That from a fhelf the precious diadem Hole,* 
And put it in his pocket ! 

" It fsemi, you lot'd hti not, to liavi her totem." 
The quirloi read : 

' Atailt leave there (iiiriinS, Sikveni. 
' enframed iiii] Thui the folio: i. «. puff bed. 

Thui alfo the quaiio, 1604. Beaumont and Flelther nfe ih< 
word infiamid in the tame tenfe, in the ibird of their Four Flttji 11 
6nc: 

" Hijlcachery upon him." 

In Tl,, Boat if Hntjug, tec. bl. I. 00 date, we are told thjt 
" E.i/ajmi of ■ hiufcc ii Mi p(M." 

with which cldlblcri beframu 'their wool to mike it draw oul in 
/>((/uoiu It Uieieadiag of the quarto, 1611. Stuviiit. 
In the WcR of England, tile itfiii fit of a goofe, when diC- 
loivt.l by hot, ii call'ei in f'«-:; and S'lAfptire hai ultd thi 
word in the fame fenfe in his TVo.'iuI aid Citjjidt : 

" . fhalltbe proud lord, 

" That balles hi I ariogauce with hii own flam." 

* s/l['rt£i.-] A low rciimicfc of Hop, Thi rice U 

tbe fool of.* farce i from whence the modern prniil is dafcanded. 

JuHsio*. 

? Tint 'fitn •fcilj he.] Thji ii fiid not uDmeaoin-Iy, ltd it 

e * 



HAMLET, 



Queen. No more. 

Enter Ghoft, 

Ham. A king 

Of flircis ant! patches : A — 
Save inc. and hover o'er rac with your wings, 
"Yon heavenly guards ! — What would your gracions 
figure? 

Queen. Alas, ht*s mad. 

Ham. Do you not come your tardy Ton to chide. 
That, liqii'd in time and paflion, 5 lets go by 
The important acling of your dread command? 
O, fay! 

Ghost. Do not forget: This vifuation 
Is but to whet thy almoft blunted purpofe. 
But. look! amazement on thy motlier fits: 
G, ftep between her and her fighiing foul ; 
Conceit in tveakeft bodies flrongelt works 
Speak to her, Hamlet. 

Ham. How is it with you, lady? 

Oueen. Alas, how is't wiih you ? 
That you do bend your eye on vacancy, 
And with the incoryoral air do hold difcourfe? 

(how, that ihc uturpcr camt hoI !o lliettouio by any glotioui riU 
lainy that carried danger with it, but by the luw cowardly th«fi 
pf a'commoa pilferer. Wakbuiton, 
4 ■* l'"ff 

Otjhnii 11J fiidu:] Thii ii fiid, pmdring tbe idea of lb* 
vin rj Ifagi. Tin ulii wai duffed n a fool, ia a coat of paily- 
colouted patehei. Johnson. , - 

< Up,-i ;„ f m , „,i fajut,] Thai, hiving fulTtrcd lint to 

Jif, and ( *Ji« ,„ l,u gt fcc. JotlKiOM. 

■ * Conceit n mktfi tmiaJnutcS writ;] Cental for imaiiialiit. 
So, in Tk,R. t , C jU c « lt! 

" And the uim'M painler was fo niee." Malone. 
See Vol. XXI. p. 1,6, n. S. Siiiviki. 
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Forth at your eyes your fpirits wildly peep ; 
Antt, as the ileeping foldiers in the alarm, 
Your bedded hair, like life iu excrements,' 
Starts up, and Hands on end. O gentle {on, 
Upon the heat and flame of thy diilemper 
Sprinkle cool patience." Wherecn do, yon look? 
Ham. On him! on him !— Look you, how pale 
he glares! 

His form and caufe conjoin'd, preaching to ftones, 
Would make thein capable.'-— Do not look upon 

Left, with this piteous action, you convert 

1 - liti lift !n ixcrcDIntl,] The bain ire extremes titioui, 

that is. without life ot ftnfuioni jtt tboft very bam, at if they 
fcad life, flan up, Stc. FOPe. 
So, in Utlhlll 

» The lime lias been — 

» , —my fd! of iffl'r, 

" Ai lifi uin ii'i." MALOWt. 

Not Oljly the h»ir of animali Savin; neither life cor rendition 
was taltid an uw>l, but the fcaiheu of bird, bad the faro, 
appelblinn. Thin, in Walton's Comp Ittt AxgUr, P. I. c. 1. p. 9. 
triii. i;6G: •> I will not undertake. 10 mention (he feveril kindi of 
fowl by which Lhii is done, and hil tnrioul palate pleafed by day, • 
and which, wiih their very actnaati, afford him 1 foft lodging 
it night. Whulet. 

■ Uptt Hi hit n<f fiatu e(H) dijlmpir 

U, Uwinl 0] Vuiti, A& III. Te. ' ii.| Grteni HiJIcr, tf Ik, fair 
Bilh'm " Therefor* flake the burning i-ali of ihy gaming affet- 
ilonl, with fomt d.ops of ceiling modrration." Srttvtsl. 
* llii form and 1.1/1 tnjeU'd, fuaclivg Is /flnri, 
(J'ouU mok, Una capable] C=pMi here flanifiei ialillignlf 
indued with uiilertlanding. So, in Khf RUkird 111! 

.O, 'lit a parloui boy, 

• ' Hold, quick, lugeniom, forward, tifjilli." 
We yet ufe t «puilf in tku Itch. See alio Vol, XVI. p, kc. 
n. 3. malum: . 



— ~ 



H A M L E T, 



My ftcrn effects:* then whatl have to do 

Will want true colour ; tears, perchance, for blood, 

Queen. To whom do you (peak this ? 

Ham, Do you fee nothing there ? 

(Queen. Nothing at all ; yet all, that is, I fee. 

Mam. Nor did younothing hear? 

QiTEEN. No, nothing, but ourfelves. 

Ham. 'Why, look you there! look, how it Reals 
away ! 

My father, in his habit as lie liv*d ! * 

Look, where be goes, even now, outat the portal ! 

Ghoft, 

Queen. This is the very coinage of your brain : 
This bodilefs creation ecflaly 
Is very canning in. 4 

Ham. Ecflaly! 

• Wtjtin efftds:] EgiBi foraaiooj ; dcedi lf,8,i, 

' Hfji&tr, UUttttU •! ii/iVJ/j If the poet "j" 

his either fargot that he hid originally iolroduced him in unit', 
or mull have mean! to vary his drtfj at Uiit bii lift appearance. 
Tile difficulty might per b apt Lc a little obviated by pointing the 

Mj filler— h iis iaHl—ti i t liv'i ! SteiViM ! 
A rn.ni armour, who i! uted lo wtai it, may bt called hit it.ilc, 
a) well as any olbei kind of clothing, is k, livid, probably 



' TUi is l&i vrry coinage «/ jour brain : 
nil bodlltfi creation njfcA 
Ij™ onxtoj; in, J So, in Tt: Rapt if Lutrtct r 

" Such Jhtitw are the went itin'i firfftut." M«.loh>. 
Ecfitf) in [nil plnce, and many ollltrs, means a temporary 
,lieonion of mind. . £t. So, in Eihp LiHdiwsJe, a novel, by 
John Hinat, i6of : <> that b initio g out of in 'c/s/y wheisiu 
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My jiulfc, as yours, doth* temperately keep time. 
And makes as healthful mnuck : It is not, madnefs, 
That 1 have utter'd: bring me to die left, 
And I the matter will re-word ; which madnefs 
Would gambol from. Mother, for love of grace, 
Lay not that flattering auction to your foal, 
That not your trefpafs, but my madnefs, fpcaks: 
It will but fkin and film the ulcerous place ; 1 
Whiles rank corruption, mining al! within, 
Infects nnfeen. Confefs yonrfelf to heaven ; 
Repent what's pafi; avoid what is to come; 
And dej not fpread the comport on the weeds, 5 
To make them ranker. Forgive me this my virtue : 
For, in the fatnefs of thefc purfy times. 
Virtue itfelf of vice maft pardon beg; 
Yea, curb ' and woo, for leave to do him good. 
Queen. O Hamlet! thou hall cleft my heart in 
twain. 

Ham. O, throw away the worfer part of it. 
And live the purer with the other half. 
Good night: but go not to my uncle's bed; 
Affumc a virtue, if yon have it not, 
That monlter, enftora, who all fenfe doth eat 
Of habh's devil, is angel yet in this ; s 

flie had long Hood, like ode uehtlding Mcdufa'i bead, bmenc- 



« i a «tljfr, a d lit ttmpefi See.) Do not, by any . c -.i indul. 

net, htigltleu your former offences. Johks™. 

i IU rt_] That ii, bint aad Snetlt. Fr. ttviiir. So, in 

era f(.™. -■ 

" Ti.en I fouriij on my kneel," Ike. Stebtens. 
t Thit u::/:,r, tuftsm, wit all Jnfi Jlti itt 
Of Mil's dtvil, is engd jtl it Mil] lliii rjaQage is left oot 
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Thai to [lie life of actions fair and good 

He like wife gives a frock, or livery. 

That aptly is put on : Refrain to-night; 

And that fhall lend a kind of eafinefs 

To the next abilinence: the next more eafy : * 

For nfe alinofl can change the flamp of nature, 

And either curb the devil, 1 or throw him ont 

With wondrous potency. Once more, goodnight! 

And when you arc defirous to Le blefs'd, 

I'll blefhng brg of yon.— For this fame lord, 

[Poiniing lo Polomus. 

the' diftrcct part to Bifie what tlity '"did" not ondcrfhod. * tttiifi 
drvil certainly arofe from tome tonteited tamperci with th( tettl, 
who thought it Kit neceflary, in contrail lo Tbe emend*, 

lion in my text 1 owe to the fagaclty of Dr. Thitlbyt 
Hal nnjla wjfin, whs all jmji deik rat 
O/habiti evil, 11 najr! Stc. Tmoiiui. 
I think Tliirlby'i conjeSurt wrcng, though the rgeceedifte editor! 

I incline lb thinl^wUh Dr. Tttiilby; ilioui!li P l have ijt the Kit 
urm.llifbed. From Tialacnfilr to pal on, ii nol'inlhc folio. Malonc. 

1 would read— Or blbll't devil. The poet Gilt Rylel Cuflin ■ 
majhr, may aggravate and amplify his defciiplioa by idding, 
that it ii the " dimoi who prefixes over Libit."- That monfter 
cultom, or habil"i devil, is yet anangci in thii particular. Stelvens. 

• Tii atitmoit <«/*■■] Toil padage, aa fat as faltntj, ii 

omitted io the folio. Stebvem. 

* And lithtT curb lit Jit if, Sic] In tbe quarto, wbere alone 
litis pillage is found, fomo wotd was accidentally omiucd at tbe 
pctls in the line before us. Tbequirto, 1604, reads: 
AniaOtt lit Anil, or throw him out &c. 

For the infenton of the word ta,b I im anfwc-rtiblc. The printer 
or corrector of a laler quarto, finding tin line noLtfetife, omitted 
the word liiirr, and fubBilttltd mn/t„ in it; plate. The modtrn 
editors hiTe accepted the lubiliiutcd uotd, and yd retain tiiiir. by 
which the metre i. defttoyed. Tlte word omitted in the Tuft copy 
was undoubtedly a monofyllablc. MALONE. 

Thii very tutorial conjtaure nay be countenanced by the fame 
iipietBon in Hi M.nlatti tj ¥niui 

•• Attd into tbii cruel dioil of Lit will." Stebvens. 
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I do repent; But heaven hath plcas'd it To, — 

To punifh me with this, and this with me, 3 

That I muft be their fcourge and minifter. 

I willbeftow him, and will anfwer well 

The death I gave him. So, again, goodnight!— 

I muft be cruel, only to he kind : * 

Thus badbegins, and worfe remains behind. — ■ 

But one word more, good lady. 5 

Queen. " What {ball I do ? 

Ham. Not this, by no means, that I bid you do: 
Let the bloat king 6 tempt you again to bed; 
Pjnch wanton on your check; call you, hismoufe;' 



■ To pwijh mi uili tiii, oni Oil will mi,} To puniih me by 
making me tbe iiiftmraent of tliii mani death, a.id Lo punifh IbTl 

f.lio, SirT. Hanmecand the fubfeQurn? editors have tubQiiulcd, 

r tats leave to vindicate Ibt lall editor of lilt ofljvo Shakfptue 
from any 'juft lhare in the foregoing accufation. Whoever look, 
into tbe Edition 1)85, will fee the line b.fors us piiatid cuaiy >i 
in thii and Mr. Malonc > Itit — In fevcra! preceding bllincei a 
fimilar eenTure on tbe fame gentleman bai been ai undcfciycdly 
implied. Stbevins. 

Whu/1 ti cruel, «nl,tt ti kind:] Thii reutimeotr.fcn.blci, 
the—frSo //hi, tV fiiUrctui -cdim, of Ovid'! Metamorphofis, fl. lit. 
it it ihuj traollated by Golding ; 

" For .which he mightboth juftly Heir, and crut/ called bee." 

Stuvibi. 

. * Bui tmacrd men, tec] Thii pillage I have rtlloicd from the 
quartoi. For the fake of metre, however, I have fupplied the 
conjundion — jSui. STP.BVEK1. 

« Lit fit bloat khg-] i. «. the f^ollcn ting. Elsat it the 
leading of the quarto, 1604. Malum. 

Thii again hinti at hii intemperance. He had already drank 
hirafclf into a dropfy. Blackitohe. 

Tbe folio readi-i/nai king. HenntKioti. 

' iii moufe ;] Mevft wn once X term of endearment. So, 

Jn Warner 1 > AltU*, E» £ U*d, rfiOS, Book 11. ch.jvi. 

'• Sod blcfi ifacc nsa/c, tlic bridegroom tod," ite, 



a38 HAMLET, 

And let him, for a pair ofreechy kiflcs,*. 
Or padliug in your neck with his damrTd fingers, 
Make you to ravci all this n 



That I cffentially am not in madnefs, 

ood, you let 1 



But mad in craft.' 'Tweregood, j 
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For who, that's but a queen, fair, fober, wife, 

Would from a paddock, from a bat, a gib, * 

Such dear conccrnihgs hide? who would do f o ? 

No, in defpite of fenfe, and fccrccy. 

Unpeg the bafket on the houf'e's top 

Let the birds fly ; s and, like the famous ape. 



and flefh of the loym of iiii brother, by him maiTatred : and there- 
fore I; is httier far me to fame mjdtiitte, then lo ufe my light 
fences at UIOK halh ucflomd them upon me. Tile blight mining; 
tlearnes thereof I am forced to hid* vnd«r ihii fhsdow of Jiffimu- 
lalion, as the fun doth hir beams under fome great cloud, «ntu 
Hie weitier in rummer-time" aaenaftcih: Ihi fae, of a madman 
fcueth 10 coccr my pliant countenance, and the ecilure. of a loot 
are fit for me, lo the end that, guiding myfclf wifely iherin, I 



effeS my dilirt, reafon illowtth me by diffiimilatinn, fublillie, and 
feciet praaitei to proceed therein." Steivisi, 

■ „ E ib,] So, in Drayton's EfiflU Jim £«•« CMtwt It 

Dull Hujzpkrry I 

" And call me beldam, gib, witch, aiglit-mare, trol." 
Git was a common name foi a (it. So, in Chaucer's ' Siuntl 
tJtURffi, ver. 6=04: 

jilboureil, 

Thai waitcth mice and rati lokillen." Steevehi, 
See Vol. XII. p. 190, n. 6. Maiqni. 
* thftg lh ttfltlm Utlittft'iUp, 

L,l tk,h>U>vi\ Sir John Suckling, in on. of his Itlltfi. ma T 
poffibly allude to [he fame llory; " It )[ the floiy of the jeilnapil 
and the parliidgei ; ihou flairl! aflei a beauty till it be loft lo ihte 
lod iben let'fl out another, and ftareil a tier thai till it is pone too." 
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HAMLET, 



To try concldiions, 4 in the bafket creep. 
Anil break your own neck down, 

Queen. Be thou afford, if words be made oF 
breath, 

And breath of life, I have no life to breathe 
What thou haft raid to me. 

Ham. I niuft to" England; 5 you know that? 

Queen. Alack; 
I had forgot; 'tis fo concluded on. 

Ham. 1 here's letters feal'd; 6 and my two fchool- 
fellows, — 

Whom I will trull, as 1 will adders fang'd,'— 
They bear the mandate ; they mull fweep my way,* 
And marlliall me to knavery :. Let it work; 
For 'tis the fport, to have the engineer 



-before— Thtl Lift, however, may, perhaps, be atiounleil for, K 
lonliibuling o his ddijjn ol palling (or a niidman. Mauh. 
• Tiitl'l lititri pafdi kc] Tbe nine following veifes are added 
# out of ibe old edition. Fope. 

' — aJdcn fan&'d,] That is, addcrt wilh their fnp or 
foifiacui link, undrawn. Ii ha been Ibe praUut of mouuLebanki 
lo boift the -cfiicacy of [heir antidotes by playiug with viptis, tint 
lley firtl difubled their fa» K >. Johnsoh. 

' (iij Biyf faiip' my liiay, li.J Tbu pbtafc octuti again 

in Jnlstj trj CUofalia : 

« fonie ftitndi, thai Mill 

" Irnuf jtai naj for you." Sieiyini* 



Digitized by Google 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 341 

Ho'dV with ms own pctar : and it Qiall go hard, 
But I will delve one yard below their mines, 
And blow them at the moon : O, 'tis moILfwcctj 
When in one line two crafts directly meet."— 
This man fhall let me packing. 
I'll lug the grm into the neighbour loom: — 
Mother, good night. — Indeed, this connleflor 
Is 110* rooflfiill, mod fecier, and moft gtave, 
Who was in life a, foolifh pasting knave. 
Corue, fir, to draw toward an end with yon : 
Good night, mother. 

. [Extunt fever ally; Hamlet draggingin PotOMUS. 

' Heifi Sec] fljij), fo 
■ Win in oat line It 
ielan/irrai'iK. Malohi. 

The fame expreflion hii already detuned io' King Jsin, AS IV; 



' I'll fog lir (oti inh lit .fijlSour rojn : ] A line fomewhiit 
Emilar octu.i in King Henry ¥1. Part ill : 

" I'll throw tby bady in anolhtr room, " 

The word gall »ll no( anciently fo offer flirt 10 delicacy 31 it it 
at prtlent ; but was uftd by Lyly ( »bo made the f.'Jt aiien.pi io 
polilh out la. lg ua E e| in hii fcrioui compoGiions. So, in his Mido., 
lini: "Could not tlit iiealW of Ph.ygia, not toe Lribuiet of 
tirtetc, nor mountain-, in iht Eafl, whole (HI, arc. gold, fili.ly 
tliy mind?" In [tori, gutl was ufed where we now ufe Mlraiff. 
■Stanyliii.fi often In. it in :>ii iriiillilion of Virgil, iSflli 
Peaonbui iahiani fpiianua cnofolit ,tla. 



importance of in beginning. After Ihii bit iuiciview with die 
Glioft, the cbarafler of Hamlet hai loll all iit tonfcquence. 



Vol. XXII. 



si $ HAMLET, 



ACT IV. 5 SCENE VI. 
The fame. 

Enter King, Queen, RoSENCRAHTZ, and GuildBN-" 

STERN. 

King. There's matter in die fa Gghs ; thefe pro- 
found heaves ; 
You mutt tranflate : 'tis fit we underftand them : 
Where is your fori ? 

Queen. Beftoiv this place on us a little while. G — 
[ To Rosen cbantz and Guildenstern, wh» 
go out, 

Ab, my good lord,' what have I feen to-night? 
King, What, Gertrude? How does Hamlet? 
Queen. Mad as the fea, and wind, when both 
contend* 

Which is- the mightier : In his lawkfs fit, 

' A8 IV. ] This play is printed in the old editions without any 
ftpaiaiion of the ails. The divifioa is modern and aihitnrri and 
ii bin not vtry happy, far the paufe is made it a time when thete 
ii mora cominuiiy uf aitiou than in almoft any ollitr of the feints. 

' Bipa til, plu, pi, m a lillli mtilt. ] This line is wanting is 
tba folio. Stiivens. 

7 my good fot&,\ TIjc quartos rtad — nim im lord. 

' Mai Hi fia, axi wixi, tclfn balk csndnJ kc. } We hare 

pitcifely the fame ioiaje in King Liar, tipreu'td with more 
>re„ity : 

11 it mai m till M**n /is." MiiONs. 



Digitized by Google 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. s 4 S 

Behind the arras hearing fomething ftir, 
Whips, out his rapier, cries, Aral! a rati 
And, in this bfainifh apprehenfion, kills 
The unfeen good old man. 

KlKG - O heavy deed! 

It had been fo with us, had we been there ; 
His liberty is full of threats to all; 
To yon yowfelf, to us, to every one. 
Alas ! how fliall this bloody deed be anfwer'd ? 
It will be laid to us, whofe providence 
Should have kept Jhort, reftram'd, aiid'out of 

This mad young man: bnt, fo much was our love 

We would not undcrftand what was moft fit ■ 

Bui, like the owner of a foul dileafe, 

To keep it from divulging, let it feed 

Even on the pith of life. Where is he gone? 

QUEEN. To draw apart the body he hath kill'd- 
Oer whom his very madnefs, like fome ore, 1 '. 

* "nl oj Itauni,] I would ..!□« [e ad,_ ou( „y- ll3rnl . 

Again, in Warnfr's AlHan'i EvrtaxJ, iSoj n.-L ir -l 



HAMLET, 



Among a mineral of metals bafe, 

Shows itfelf pure; he weeps for what is done. 

Kixg. O, Gertrude, come away! 
The fun no fooner fiiall the mountains touch, 
But we will fhip him hence: and this vile deed 
We muft, with all our mnjcfly and Hull, 
Both countenance and excufe. — Ho ! Guildcnllerii ! 



Enter Rosenchantz and Guildenstehn. 

Friends both, go join you with forae farther aid; 
Hamlet in madnefs hath Polonius flain, 
And from his mother's clofet hath he dragg'd him * 
Go, feck liim out; fpeak fair, and bring the body 
Into the chapel. I pray you, hafte in this. 

[Exeunt Kos. and Guil. 
Come, Gertrude, we'll call up ourwifefliriends ; 
And let them know, both what we mean to do. 
And what's untimely done: fo, haply, flander/ — 

He has peihapi -j fed srt in the fame fenfe in bii Btpi cj Luetic!; 
" Whea beaut* boafttd blufhc), io dtfpite 
" Vinui would flain .hat (r. with Giver while." 



ufed Hit ward in this renfe,— for a ruJi ra=/j t>] mittli. In 
it's EngUJh Etptfiltr, Svi, 1G16, Minlrai is defined, 
ill, or «v itt'* *f Malohi. 
ilim mints. So, in TU GMi- Jtimiin of Hales cfEion, 
p. iii " ConlroverGei of [he limes, like fpiriti in the 
, wild all theii labour, nothing i; done." 
a, in HaU'i yirpdiaiantm. Lib. VI : 
" Shall it dciM a wild fig in a wall, 
" Or tired biimflone io a ulurtllf" Sieevems. 
-/«, kiplj, Jti*dtr, fee.] Neither theft wordi, nor the fol- 

three lints and an half, are in the folio. In the nita.to, 
tod all the fubfequcot qunrtoi, the paQage Hand) thus : 
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Whore whifper o'er the world's diameter, * 
As level as the cannon to his blank, 3 
'J ranfports his poifon'd (ho t, — may mil's our name, 
And hit the woundlefs air. 1 — O, come away ! 
My foul is full of difcord, and difmay. [Exeunt. 



SCENE II. 

Another Room in the fame. 

Enter Hamlet. 

Ham. Safely flow'd, — [Ros. ire. within. 

Hamlet! lord Hamlet!] But foft, 5 — what noife! 
who calls on Hamlet? O, here they come. 

1 foimtr fctnt, ;fre p. 150, 



tin Vol. XVIH.p.408,0. 



Mr. M. Mifou, I fmd, bn mails (lie tim- 

tob.ild hii obftTvtd, igain tipikiitel on lb 
lander, iu C;m!<;;n< : 
U. J~dm, 

t n ilnrpcr ill J n the fword, wfiofe 10og»« 
all iht worms of Nilr, whots hrralh 
he porting winds, and doih bt\f 

I of Die WOlld." UALONI. 
-So HlITMl dander. SlHVUM. 
ii Mint,) The Htni wn thi whits mark > 
were direfled. So, \a Kh[Lfi: 

■.'ant of thine eye." StiiViMI. 
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HAMLET, 



Enter RoSENCRANTZ and GulLDENSTEItR. 

Ros. What have you done, my lord, with the 

dead body ? 
Ham. Compounded it with dud, 5 whereto 'tis 

kin. 

Ros. Tell ns where 'tis; that we may take it 
thence, 
And bear it 10 the chapel. 
H am. Do not believe it. 
Ros. Believe what? 

Ham. That 1 can keep yonr connfel, and not 
mine own. Befides, to be demanded of a (punge ! 
; — what replication fhould be made by the fon of 

Ros Take you me for a fpunge, my lord? 

Ham. Ay, fir; thatfoaks up the king's counte- 
nance, bis rewards, his authorities. But fuch offi- 
cers do the king befl fcrvke in the end: He keeps 

The fnlin rndt; 



" Horn. S-fily flo M M. 




1 have therefoie primed Hamlet's fpeech unbroken, and in fecit d 
■htt of Rofcutraim, Sic. from Ihe folio, before the words, tut 
Jcfl, lie. In the modem edition! H-imlm ii nude to tike notice 
of iht noife made by the (outliers, before he bai heard Lr. Mii-OBE. 
• * Conpa^.d it wUk Jtjl, ) So, in Ki-g Hm,, JC Pmc H: 
'* Only tompnund me »|M fotgoLlca dvjl." 
Again, in out poet's jift Sonnet : 

■ " When J petbapi ttmptnndti am wilt 

M*LOH«. 
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them, like an ape,' in the corner of his jaw ; firft 
roouth'd, to be laft fwallow'd : When heneedswhat 
you have glean'd, it is but fqueezing you, and, 
fpunge, you ihall be dry again. 

Ros. I urtdcrftand you not, my lord. 

' til, e.ape,} The qqtflo hi. offl,. "hicb it geo.t.H, 



y (tp) m™, * llnap . t ,.,,f° t d. io ib. 8 f b,.j.«, fc c . so, 

In r.,- S «,.,, /f. Pl.t I > yn _ j' <b<n>b t ..!.< U,«d. He. 

fill a ImiAi*' 1 t. >• f»fl o> 1 loicb tuiit littitt. Agjin, in 
Ki,g Utr, Th (y Ha<- (I 'd m Me a s^," >. e. « J do S /a*., 
tic* ni jlttit<, hsvt,jl.<. 

Thai Hit panx.ilir fuod in Shiktpeiiei (on'empltuoo wai >» 
applt. may be inftmd f'oro tbc fo:io"iig parage m 7it CaJIdi', 
t.) Bcumonl >nd Flelthrii 

And sod kill my hanrl uom fny raidied, 
Al. oflcn >i *a •/■< Jj<i /sr no IffU." 

I onool »pr- ' ol Di. 1 i-i leading. Hid oui piti njtacl 
10 inlfodutt boi?i ihc apt 10J the ippi», he would, t ibiofc, Have 
written ooi till, bm " .< ao apt in ipple." 

Tin two iufi>n!t> above qiio'rd Oiew ihat aoy emendation ia 
unneieiTary. The ratdiug of tbe quauo it, bo»e>et, ddenfible. 

^ff/i in the quarto ii i rotie typographical trior. So, in Pttli'e 
" you wot il vtiy well 

" All that be Diio'i 'miidei its vowed Io lulier Mpplti i. 



H AMLET, 



Ham. lam glad of it: A knavifli fpecch fieeps 
iu a foolifli ear." 

Ros. My lord, you mall tell us where the body 
is, and go with us to die king. 

Ham. The body is with die king, 5 but the king 
is not with the body. The king is a thing 

Guil. A thing, my iord? 

Ham. Of nothing : * bring mc to him. Hide- 
(ox, and all alter. 3 [Extuat. 



■BriTi^T ^b-ift " * /' eIiJi '"■ ] Ti,i, ■ if 1 

become provtibijl ; buc no earlitr iiinaoce of ihe idea tooveyed by 
them, lui occurred within ihe compafi of my reading. SriavtNj, 
' l it hit ii m'fl tit ting, ] Thii anUer I dn not comprehend. 
Feihaps h mould be,— iki illy n not wilk ihi his, for tki king is 

,,lu,M iUM,. JOHKSON. 

Pcrhapi il may m»D ibis,— The body ii in the kins') boulc, 

The aileilcd ubfcurily of Hamlet muft Sieufe fo many alltmpll to 
procure foniclbiug I lit a meaning. Stievin. 

1 OFulrinijt] Should h nol be read— Or nothing? WIwb 
ihe rouilicil remark that H.itnlit has conleruplUDully called the 
Jilt; a Uhg. Hamlet defend! hiujfelf by obfeiving, ilia! Ihe king 
emit be . M.g, at ruling. Jomtton. 

'Ihe ihMi right So, in Hr Spani/h Trapij ; 

And. in one of' Harvrv'l ielleii - . filly bug-bcarc, a ferry puffe, 
pf wiude, • liiwf ej miking" Fa&hep.. 
So, Id Decker's Matti *i> in Linden, i63i : 

" Ar whit doll thou laufb? 

" Ar „ it„ ( ,j ..(...(-. al line. 
Again, ia I.iei atun; t«u, 1600 : 

Mr. Suev.ni ha. e i^n \ \ e. rdil f '.77S j mfn.parallelirm.l but. 
llie ori K i„ of all is .o be look'd for. I believe, in the 144th Halm, 
ftt. 5: •> Mao is lite a Iking ej s«B£»r," Mr. Siecveni mutt bay* 
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SCENE III. 

Another Room in the fame. 

Enter King, attended. 

King. I have Tent to feck him, and to find the 
body. 

How dangerous is it, that this man goes loofe? 
Yet muff not we put the ftrong law on him: 
He's lov'd of the difttaaed multitude, 
Who like not in their judgement, but the ; r eyes; 
And, where 'tis fo, the offender's fcourge is weigh'd. 
But never the offence. To bear all fmooth and 
even. 

This fudden feuding him away mtut fcem 
Deliberate paufe : Difcafcs, defperatc grown, 
By defperaie appliance arc Teliev'd, 

Enter Rosenkrantz. 

Or not at all. — How now ? what hath befallen? 

Ros. Where the dead body is beftow'd, my lord, 
We cannot get from him. 

King. But where is he? 

obfer.ed, Lhit lb. book of Common Prayer, and iht Iranflalioo of 
[he Bible imo Enjlifh, furailhtd r,ur old wjitcrs wuh many foimt 
gf ciprtffiau, fomc of which arc Kill in life. Whalley, 

1 Hidtfin, fcc.j Tbcre \i i play among thildieu called, 

Kid, fit, and all *jt,T. HANMEE. 

The fame Ipotl is alluded lo In Dtikor's Sttamtjtbit " — »nr 
unhandfo inc. faced poet dotl play a: bo-ptep with youl Elate, »"J 
crin— JUttf, « ttji it.- . 

Thii palLge ii not in iht quino, SthViHI. 



H A M L £ T, 



Ros. Without, my lord ; guarded, to know your 

' plcafure. 
King, bring him before us. 
Iios. Ho, Guildenfkrn! bring in my lord. 

Enter Hamlet and Guildenstern. 

King. Now, Hamlet, where s Polonius ? 

Ham. At flipper. 

Kimc. At flipper? Where? 

Ham. Not where he eats, but where he is eaten : 
a certain convocation of- politick worms are e"en 
at him. Your worm is your onlv emperor for diet : 
we fat all creatures elfe, to fat us; and we fatour- 
f elves for maggots: Your fat king, and your lean 
beggar, is but variable feivice; two di flies, but to 
one table; that's the end. . 

King. Alas, alas! 3 

Ham. A man may fifh with the worm that hath 
eat of a king; and cat of the fifh that hach led of 
that worm. 

King. What doll thou mean by this? 

Ham. Nothing, but to (bow you how a king 
may go a progrefs* through the gets of a beggar. 

KING. Where is Polonius ? 

Ham. In heaven; fend thither to fee: if your 
ineffenger find him not there, feck him i'the other 
place yourfelf. But, indeed, if you find him not 

■ iUtttlai!] Thirfpetcb, and ihe following, aie omitted in 
the folio. SretVEHS. 

* j» a progrtfi— ] Alluding to the loyal jonrneyi of ftate, 

jlwiy. ftyltfl p'wfft, i a (miliar idei to ibols who, lite nur 
author, livtd duiing the rcigni of Quten Elitabslli and K.ing 
J'aniti I. Sr«\Eii5, 



Digitized by Google 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 2 Ji 



within this month, yoa fliall nofe him as you go 
op the flairs into the lobby. 
' King. Go feck him there. [To Jome Attendants. 
Ham. He will flay till you come. 

[Exeunt Attendants. 
King. Hamlet, this deed, for thine efpecial 
fafety, — 

Which we do tender, as we dearly grieve 

For [bat which thou haft done,— nrnft fend thc« 

With fiery quicknefs: 5 Therefore, prepare thyfelf ; 
The bark is ready, and the wind ai help, s 
The affociates tend, and evcty thing is bent 
For England. 

Ham. For England? , 

King. Ay, Hamlet. 

Ham. Good, 

King. So is it, if thon kncw'fl our purpofes. 

Ham. I fee a cherub, that fees them, — Jiat.come; 
for England I—Farewell, dear mother. 

King. Thy loving father, Hamlet. 

Ham. My mother: Father and mother is man 
and wife; man and wife is one flefh ; and fo, my 
mother. Come, for England. [Exit. 

King. Follow him at foot ; tcmptbim with fpecd 
aboard ; 

■ Witl/n/aMkhu/it] TLefe wordi nc not in Hie quwtos. We 
Oicrl with fitly „p,d:tion \a King BUiard III. SriIVlSl. 
* ■ ' — tif fbii at help,) 1 fuppoft it ninuld be rnd, 

Tit U.l ii uajj, B-ni til Kind at helm. JOHWSOW. 
— ■ at help,) i. c. uhaud, leidy, — rtadyio help 01 iffiftyom. 

Similat phurcolog)F ocean in PttitUi, Trua ifTitu 

■' AI careful naifing." SriiYEW. 



HAMLET, 



Delay it not, I'll have him hence to-night i 
Away; for every ching is feal'd and done 
That elfe leans on die affair : Pray you, make hade. 

[Exiunt RoS. and GuiL. 
And, England, if my love thou hold'ft at aught, 
(As my great power thereof may give thee fenfc ; 
Since yet thy cicatrice looks raw and red 
After the Danifh. fword, aud thy free awe 
Pays homage to us,) thou may'ft not coldly fet 
Our fovereign procefs ;' which imports at full. 
By letters conjuring 8 to thateflefl, 

1 Don ttaj'Jl net coldij Cel. 

Onr/l«r<ign proffi;] 1 idiurt to trie reading of the e.usrt(. 
and folio. Mr. M. Mifoo obfcivn, that " one of ih( common 
acrcptmioni of the *etbJV/, !■ to value or (Oiraa'c ; js we fay to 
J,t it nought ; and In tbit fente it is ufed bere." Stietens. . 

Our poet has hire, "i tbiot, .1 in many other placet, uf:d an 
elliptical esprtifion; " thou imi'II not coldly fel i] nur foverci^i 
piorefif tliou may'll not jit litllt bj if, 01 eftin.il* it lightly. 
•' To f,i t>," Colt reoden in bis lliS. 1673, by ff^ieii. " Tlftl 
lilllit}," be interprets ftrvi-jatje. See many otber inihiBCct 01 
Gniihir ellipfei, in Vol. XIX. p. sSS, n. 5. M alone. 
' B, UlHn co 
B, Uil«, 



formerly ufed For odor duJ, fioiply, and ii fo ufed 
rfore ui. So, in Leo'a HiJItrii of AJrica, tr.nflaLeu by 
1 6oq, p. tl3; •■ Three dalei afier thit tglB, Iheit 
a Ztium, tUitli, » rtpUiue," fee. See alto Jufst, 
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The prefent death of Hamlet. Do it, England ; 
For like the heftick in my blood he rages, 9 
And thou muft cure me; Till 1 know 'tis done, 
Howe'tr my haps, my joys will ne'er begin. 3 

[Exit. 

accepted on Hit fi/ft Iy\\Mt. So, In Milttt: ' 
i conjure you, by ibat which you profefJ, 
" Howe'er you came to know il, aufwer mi." 
Again, in^s Joi- ; b fl , (fll . 

l v &a,mRtmtf ni J* l "'£ R ii;' v b • b 
Ag.li>, InMujm'fi, M'V";'; h ,. y . fl '„ 

• Mi IkibBitk in sftlHJU nju,] So, n i-alouf'j 

» 1 would forget her, but a /<i«r, fhe, 

■ Bm'ir n} iepi, my j'ji will irc'cr begin.] Thii being ihi 
termination of a [cent, Ibould, according iu out author'i tutlopi, 
be rhymed. Ferhipi be wrote, / 

Hsvtt'ir nty hopes, njjtfi aTe not begun. 
If i«pi be retained, the miauiug will be. -till I ianw 'lit dn>, I 
Jhali li rai/ir»i/(, whatever befil me. Johnson. 
. The folio rcaitt, in [up port of Dr lohnfon'i remi;k_ 
Hcui'tr mj inft, inj JPJ1 UITI ■»"« hegun. ™ 
Mr. Heath would read i 

Hewi'ir 't any bap, nj joyi m'U mVr (</i«. SrnviKI. 
By hii Up,, he meani hit ftiuffn. Hii fortune wai begun, but 
hiijoyi were not. M. Mason. 

Haat'nny hapi, mijjyi will ni'rr begin,] This it the reading of 
the quarto. The folio, for the fake of ibymi, rcadi: 

Htmt-tt ray ia/i, mj ;oyj were tin begun. 
But thii, \ think, the poet could not have wtitten. The king it 
fpeakiug of the future time. To fay, till 1 Jhtll b, informed that 
j certain act has tin done, whatever may befall me, my joy» octet 
t\ti a beginning, ii fetcly nonfeufe. . Malohi, 
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HAMLET; 



SCENE IV. 



A Plain in Denmark. 

Enltr Foetinbhas, and Forces, marching. 

For. Go, captain, from me greet the Danifli 
king; 

Tell him , that, by his licence, Fortinbras 
Craves 3 the conveyance of a promis'd march 
Over his kingdom. You know the rendezvous. ' 
If that his majefty would aaght with us, 
We fhall exprefs our doty in his eye, 4 
And let him know fo. 

Cap. I will do't, my lord. 

For. Go foftly on, 

[Exeunt Fortinbhas and Forces. 

Enter Hamlet, Rosehcsantz, Guildenstehn, <bc. 

Ha* Good fir, whole powers are thefc?* 



In Hi i)i mem! in liii ptefcotc. Tlie phiafe appears to hare been 
fo.mubiy. See Tli tfaltilkmnt oj Iki HwfiMd »/ JVnrei H« 7l 
A. D. ifiio: " Alfo Ihc gtnllcman-ulhtt fhall be careful 10 fee 
apd informe all Cucli ai doc Ttivice h lit Primfi cji, thii ihey 
pet [or Die their dulyd" &c. Again, in Til KtpUtivi jsr lit 
Gnwnint cf lit Qvm'i Hiufiisli, 1617: '• — — all [ucb ai ddo 
ftrvke h (ii Qlin'i tji." Steevenj. 

* GooiljSr, ix.] The remaiHine, part of thii fcenc it omilled in 
the folio. Siemens. 
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Cap. They are of Norway, fir. 

Ham. Howpnrpos'd.fir, 
I pray you? 

Cap. Againft fomcpart of Poland. 

Ham. Who 
Goramaods them, fir ? 

Cap. The nephew to old Norway, Fortinbras. 

Ham. Goes it againft the main of Poland, fir, 
Or for fome Frontier ? 

Cap. Trnly to fpeak, fir, and with no addition, 
We go to gainalittle patch of ground. 
That hath in it no profit bnt the name. 
To pay five ducats, five, I would not farm it; 
Nor will it yield to Norway, or the Pole, 
A ranker rate, fhould it be fold in fee. ' 4 f- 

Ham. Why, then the Polack never will defend it. 

Cap. Yes, 'tis already garrifon'd. 

Ham. Two thousand fouls, and twenty thoufand 
ducats. 

Will not debate the qneftion of this ftraw : 
This is the impoftbume of much wealth and peace ; 
That inward breaks, and fliows no caufe without 
Why the man dies. — I humbly thank you, fir. 
Cap. God be wi'you, fir. [Exit Captain, 

Ros. WilFt pleafe you go, my lord ? 

Ham. I will be with yon ftraight. Go a little 
before. [Exeunt lios, and Guild. 

How all ocean ons do inform againft me, 
Andfpurmy dull revenge! What is a man, 
If his chief good, and market of his time, 7 

■ cUlJgM, aiJmdrl<( s/AVi i.W, fcc] IF his biftbcB good, 

and tint jor viiik Ai Jilli his tint, he 10 flccp lad feed. Johnson. 
MirtM, iLliint, hire ami fisjf/. MA lose. 



5 56 HAMLET, 

Be bo! 10 Deep, and feed? a beatt, no more. 

Sure, he, that made us with facli large difcourfefi 

l ooking before, and after, gave ns not 

Thai capability and godlike reafon 

To full in us tmus'd, Now, whether it be 

EeRial oblivion, or Tome craven Temple* 

Of thinking too precifely on the event, — 

A thought, which, quarter'd, hath but one part 

And, ever, three parts coward, — T do not know 

V\ by yet 1 live to fay, This thing's Co do ; 

Siili 1 have caufe, and will, and ftrcngtb, and meanB; 

To do'ti Examples, grofs as earth, exhort me: 

Wiinefs, this army, of fucb mafs, and charge, 

tftd by a delicate and tender prince ; 

W hole fpirit, with divine ambition pnff'd, 

Makes mouths at the inviuble event; 

Expofmg what is mortal, and nnfure, 

To all that fortune, death, and danger, dare, 

Even for an egg-flielt. Rightly to ,be great, 

Is, not to ftir without great argument; s 

' lar;i cjitcourfc,] Suih lliiludc of coraprtheBfion, fucli 

power of reviewing iln pifi, and anikipiling the fulme. Johnson. 

• f„m enven /<«,(._], Some eow.rdly femple. St. 

Vol. IX. p. ijj, n. 4. Malonb, 

So, in Ki*t Hrnrj VI. Pirl li 

'• Or durfl not, for hit crtvi* hem, fiy thii." Stuvcni. 

' — -r Right!} It t' {"at, 

to the copy. Mr. Theobald liad regulated ii tlius; P E 



lie tenlimiot of Sdjkfpeirc il pirlly juB, 
Rightly ,„ t,p,Ml, 

/., r.niopT «'(!»( put trpmnti 
iiflly philofaphlul. 

Jliu t rutl}ta jS»,( 1M r„( inifi,**, 
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But greatly to find quarrel in a flraw. 
When honour's at the flake. How Hand I then, 
That have a father kill'd, a mother flain'd. 
Excitements of my icafon, and my blood, ' 
And let all Weep? while, to my fliatnc, 1 fee. 
The imminent death of twenty thoufaudmen, 
T hat, for a fantafy, and triek of fame, . 
Go to their graves like beds ; fight for a plot 1 
Whereon the numbers cannot iry the caufe. 
Which is not lomb enough, and continent,* 
To hide the Haiti ? — O, from this time forth. 
My thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth! 

[Exit. 

is tilt idea ol a moilrni tiero. But Itn, bjt he, isnout fl « ot(U- 
„«(. . r Jktj,a,fM.U, fifth-tl, grot, .nd wh„ honour hmt 
fblce, we mu ft>J ro^ o/ouo.rr^nojl.™. JohMon. 

* Exciltntnti tf mf rW'», Wmj blond,} ProMcaiioni which 

» fftlt] A piece, ot pardon. See Vol. XVII. p. Ji7.11, 5; 

So, in Tk' Mirror />r Ma(i/lrtlci : 

" Of grouodt 10 win of /of, > while (o dwell, 
" We venlure lirei, and Tend cm fouls 10 hell," 



See Vol. XX. p. 408, d. 1. STi>vr*s. 

Again, Lord BlCDD Or, Mr lo'i'OFH/mr.if (/ trorniif, 410. l£S3; 
p. 7 i __if tlicre be no fulncflc, lUea ii Ibe tmtnti\t grcalct 
tlicn ihe tonlenl." K.EEU. 



Vol. XXII. 



HAMLET, 



SCENE V. 

Jtlfinore. A Room in the Cajlle. 

Enter Queen and Horatio. 

Queen. — — I will not fpeak with her. 
Hok. She is importunate ; indeed, diftraflj 
Her mood will needs be pitied. 

Queen. What would (he have? 

Hon. She fpeaks much of her father; lays, fhe 
hears , 

There's tricks i'the world; and hems, and beats 
her heart; 

Spurns envioufly at flraws j 1 fpeaks things in doubt, 
That carry hut half fenfe: her fpeech is nothing, 
Yet the unfhaped ufe of it doth move 
The hearers to colleftton; 6 they aim at it,' - 
And botch the words up fit to their own thoughts ; 

' Spvnti tnviouDy etjreaii] £'Vj ii much ofitntr put by our 
poet [and thofe of hit liruej for ditto: nm^tn, Ihao far natigritj 
tntthti at tit f s it o! antiktr'i ixiiiltift or kafpmiji. 
So, in fffilf Hinry VIII : 

" You lutn iht good we offer into inuy." 
Again, io Gt£t Rtstngi againjt Mmrfrr, i6ji, Hijl. Vt. — 
" She lorn tile memory of Sypontm, and nvin ind delefti that 
of her two hufbandi." SfEITEMl. 

See Vol. XIV. p. iiG.n. 3; audVoL XVI. p.6t,n. 9. MalohcJ 

8 tt tolliaion ;] i. c. to deduce contequencei from fuch 

premiffi ( ori as Mr. M. Mafoo obferves. " endeavour to colleA 
forae meauiog from tbem." So, in Cjmbilim, Cccae tbe Uii: 

" whofe containing 

" li to From feofe to hudoefi, that I can 
" Mike no cttUBln of it." 
Sec the note on tjiis pillage, Vol. XIX. p. a3*. Steevem*. 

' aim at The quartoi read— liij yiwn tl it. tm 

*im ii in guefi. So, in Aran ttdjsliit: 

" laiaVb near, when I luppot'd you lor'd." Stutzk*. 
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Which, as her winks, and nods, and gefturcs yield 
them. 

Indeed would make one think, there might be 
thought, 

Though nothing furc, yet much unhappily." 

Queen. Twere good, fit e were fpokcn with; ' 
for fhe may firew 
Dangerous conjectures in ill-breeding minds ; 
Let her come in. [Exit Horatio. 

To my Tick foul, as fin's true nature is, 
Each toy feems prologue to forae great ainifs : ? 

" Timgl netting fori, yl mini unhappily,] i. t. though her 

a niifthfevnui in.erpieiaiion lb it. wLumoB. P 

Thai vxhcpi.} once fijoifi.d KlMwtu, may be known finm 
t. Holland's uanQaiiou 0 r FIUji Jfelvtl f/i>>,, Book XIX. 

th. vii. : " . the Ihrewd and wihafftt foulci which lit upon 

Ihe lands, and eat up ihi fc t d utw fa woe." We Hill uft txlvcif 
in the fame fcufc. Sieivsks. 

Sec Vol. VI. p. (66, a. 5; and Vol. IX. p. 164, a. 5 ; aud 
Vol. XVI. p. 55, n. 6. Malum. 

• 'taut («n<f, JTinwri >>i<a «..'((;) Thefc Unci ay. given to 
the Qusen in the (olio, and 10 Horaiio in ibe quano. Johnson. 

I think Ihe two 61ft lines of Horatio's fptetli [Twin £ i„J, ice] 
belong to iiim; the »& 10 the Quteu. Ulacktoki. 

In the ouailo, the Queen, Horaiio, and a CM/limaa, enter at 
the beginning of ihi. teenc. Tlie two fpeeches. Site is liupor- 
iunille," tc. and " Slit fptakl much a( bit fuller," Jcc. rl.rrc 
gi.en lo lite Gmt/TOM, and the line now before u,, a> veil at ihe 
tvio following, to Honlit : the remaindtt of ihi. Ipeeeh 10 the 
Queen. 1 think !l prohable that the Tcp.ulal.ion pTopofcd by Sir 
W. ElackHone was that intended by Shakfpeare. Malohf. 

• fa /ant giral amifi :1 Shaafpcaie it not lingular in bii life 

•f Ibis woid aa a fubfllnlive. So, in Tat Avoiptmixl If Faiii, iSo* I 
" Grieiomfurbtarer's of this world 1 ! mnjfi." 

Again, in Lyly 'a IVirnon ia Hi Moart, 1597: _ 

Again, in Guana's Diffultlinn Iii»»a a Hi Clmjtiltitr, tc, 
iSoi: " fevirc in Ibem the memory ofay put ami/i." 

STEETEKSi 

Kith It; It, each trifle. Maloni. 



fl 6o HAMLET, 

So fall of anlefs jealosy is guilt, 
It fpills itfclf, in fearing to be fpilt. 

Re-enter Horatio, with Ophelia. 

6ph. \Vhere is the beauteous majefly of Den- 
mark? 

Queen. How now, Ophelia? 

Ofh. How Jhould I your true love know*- 

From another one? 
By his cockle hat and jlaff. 

And his-fandal jiioon* [Singing. 

Queen. Alas, fweet lady, what imports this 
fong ? 
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Oph. Say you ? nay, pray you, mark. 

He is dead and gone, lady, [ Sings." 

Hi is dead and gone ; 
At his head a grajs-gretn turf. 

At his heels a jlont. 

O, ho ! 

Queen. Nay, but Ophelia, 

Oph, Pray you, mark. 

While his Jltroud as the mountain /now, 

[Sings. 

Enter King. 

Queen. Alas, look here, my lord. 
Oph. Larded all with fwect Jlawers ; * 

Which beviept to the grave didgo,* 
With true-love Jhoviers. 
King. How do you, pretty lady? 
OrH. Well, God'ield you ! 6 They fay, the owl 
was a baker's daughter.' Lord, we know what we 

1 Landed all vili /wilt fisolri;] The eipplEoo ii tike a from 
cookery. Johnson. 

* dii gi,] The old ediliom read— did not (J. CarreBed 

Lj Mr. Pope. Sl'EEVrNS. 



>' And the GirfriidJ tju for'tV 
' So Sir John Grey, in a letter in Altrnolc'i Append!* Lo fail 
Account of the Garter, Numb. 46: " The ting of hii grariom 
lordll.ipe, GadjrU him, haf t cliofin me 10 be owoe of tit brethreue 
of the tnfghts of the (jailer." Theobald. 
See Vol. XI. p. 6.5, kc. n. G. Steevihs. 

' lit twl War a (aiir'l ingHlr.) This Wll a melamor- 

phoEi of the co men an people, ariGugfrom the mealy appearance of 
Ihe owl'i feathen, and her guaiJinj the hmd from mice. 

WAsailBTON. 

To guard lie bread /r*m aid, ii ntiier the offlce of a ci( than 

s 3 



iH a H A M L E T. 

are, but know not what we may be. God be at. 
youi lable ! 

King, Conceit upon herfather, 

Oph. Pray, let us have no words of this; but 
when they alk you, what it means, fay you this : 

Good morrow, 'its Saint Valentine's day,* 

All in the morning hetime, 
And I a maid at your window. 

To be your Valentine : 



an twl. In term and granarin, indeed, the Cervical of Ihe tmt 
lie mil acknowledged. Thii wit, howevtr, no niUmtrfiifit of 
tit remnon ftlflt, but a legendary flory, whiib boill Di. John Con 
and mvfelf liave read, yer in what book at l«n 1 cannot rtcollea. 
_Oui^ Savio.it b^m ,cf u fcd bread bytbt jlHttiMtf* LM, H 

Tl.it it a tomiuoii fioiy amonjr. the volpr in GlouctRerrhiie, 
ibey utic baking, arid allied far [brat brrad to 111. The miHrc(i 

the pine of dougit. » a , too hr E e, tedutcd it to a yeiy frnaN fize. 
The dough, houenr. immediately afterward! bti-in 10 fwell, and 
fitcfcnlly became of »moft cnotmoui Dir. Whereupon, the baiter 1 ! 
daughter nied out rlcugu, Jit ugh, htugh/' which owl-like noife 
piohably ii'duccri o,jr Skvinnr for het wickednefi to transform 
bee in.10 that bird." Thil ho-r it often related io children, in order 
to date* tbem from f.icb illiberal behaviour to poor people. 

• Cnr.d tetrrxw, 'rli Seal Valentin.', da,.] Old copie.: 
Te-M.m in bi. 
The torsion i t Dr. Faimcr'i. Stmvwh. 




to draw lots, v.'-:." it-. () tern Vitnthtt, on the «« before V*. 
lentine dny. Thr 'mrn-i ..f a felcB number of one fei are by ap. 
en,uil finrabrr '.f.i.t other p..i into fomc vtffcl ; an.l if.et that every 
on- dra..! a njrne. which for the prrfeot ii tilled ti.eir rVfaJimr, 
and i: alfo loot'd upon ai a good omea of their being man int 
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Then up he rofe, and don'd his clothes,* 

Ani dupp'd the chamber door ;* 
Let tn the maid, that out a maid 
jVeotr departed more. 



King. Pretty Ophelia ! 




s i 



a64 HAMLET, 

Qitotk Jhe, before you tambledrnt, 

Y on promis'd me to wed ; 
[He aniwcrs. e j 
So would I hi' deaf, by yonder fun. 

An thou hadjl riot come to my ltd. 

King. How long hath flie been thus T 
Orn. I hope, alt will be well. Wemuflbepa-* ■ 
tient: but cannot clioofe bntweep, to think, they 
fljould lay him i'the cold ground : My brother fhall 



Again, in Th Bwn/aB if Rchrl Earl if fiatthtgten, i6oit 

• > Therefore, raaiiei, foi Jaief tOmlf." 

I find, by Gjfl, uftd ai an adjuration, boiti by Gafcoigne in hit 
Pstmi, by Preflin in Hi Caibjju, and in tbe enmedy of Sn mi, 
aniju mi ml, 1618: 

• • fly Gift I twear, were I fo fiitly wed," !ce. 
Again, in KUg £i*t,i III. I5n 9 : 

■ ■ By Gil. fair lotds, tre many daiei be paft.," Stc. : | 
Again, inHtywoqdi l3d Epigram, Fourth Hundred ; 

>> Nay, by Gil, be loolteth on yon rnaiucr, quoth hi." 

la the feenc between the Ballard Faulennbridge and the friar» 
ond nunne lu the Fi, ft part of Tit troMtf,™ ««(.( cf King John, 
(edit. i 77 g, p. a56, ke.) the nunoe twears (y Cu, and the friera 
pray to Saint Withld (mother obfolete faint mentioued in Kixg 
Liar. See Vnl XX. p. 426,) and adjure kiin by Stint dentil to 

By Gla,] There it not the lead roeniion of any faint whofc name 
(oitefpondi with thii, either in tbe Reman Cehninr, the fttviee in 
t'/irei Saran, or in the Bcnediflionary of Ilifhop Albclwold. I 
believe the word to he only a corrupted abbreviation of Ji/uj, 
tbe letters J. H.-S. being anciently all that was fct down to 
denote ihatfacrcd name, on altars, the covets of boots, St. 

Though Gil may be, and I believe is, only a contraction of 
Ji/ui. there is certainly a Saint Gi/!.n, with whofc name it cor- 
Jefnends. RlTSON. 

* By eock,] 'ihisis lilewifc a corruption of the faered name. 
Many iuQancei of it are given in a note at lot hegineing of the 
$fth aaof the Second Fait of King Hrnrj IV. StEB?6KS. 

f Hi anfn>m,] Thefe woi<:i 1 have adiittl from the quarloj. 
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know Of it, and fo I thank yon for your good coun- 
fei. Come, my coach! Good night, ladies; 7 good 
night, tweet ladies : good night, good night. 

[Exit. 

King. Follow her clofe ; give her good watch, I 
pray yon. [ Exit Horatio. 

O ! this is tbe poifon of deep grief; it fprmgs 
All from her father's death : And now behold, 
O Gertrude, Gertrude, 

When farrows come, 8 they come not Tingle fpief. 
But in battalions! Firft, her father flam; 
Next, your fon gone; and he mod violent author 
Ofhis own jull remove : The people mnddicd, 
Thick and unwholcfome in their thoughts, and 
whifpers. 

For good Polonins' death; and we have done but 




b66 



HAMLET, 



Divided from her f elf, and her fair judgement ; 
Without die which we are pictures, or mere beads, 
I. Lift, and as much containing as all thefe. 
Her brother is in fccrct come from France: .' 
Feeds on his wonder," keeps himfelf in clouds. 
And wants no buzzers to infcdl his ear 
With peftilent fp eecb.es of his father's death; 
Wherein necelTity, of matter bcggar'd, 3 
Will nothing flick our peifon to arraign 
In ear and ear. O my dear Gertrude, thii, 
Like to a murde ring-piece,* in many places 

Thii expreffion ti ufed in Tii Rnngtr'i IragUj, iGogt 

Again, in Harrington"! AritJIl .- 

" So ibn il might be doot in iHfgir-ma^ir." 

Sliakfpcarc probably took the cipiclEon from the following 
paflagc in Sir Thomas North 1 ! translation of Plutarch : — Anttmiui 
thinking that hii body fhould be honourably buried, had not in 

It ippiari from Gtccoi'i Gmntai'l tj Ccnijiaidhg, i5oi, 
tint It k'tt" "'1 lu,t about. ErlKVTRI. 

Tbc meaning of tbc aipreffion il •fctitiimd by Florio'i Italian 
Diflionaiy, ilgS -. -Dim/ii/i, Sttntly, biddttily, in inffir-invj-fir." 

* Fcedi m Hi monJtr,] Th. folio, 



many baireli. It is iitctiftry to apprehend tbii, to fee the jufloi.fi 

of the firoiliiudc. W.vbbuktou. 

TIie hni lerm occun in a pitiiee in Til DoMt Marrr«£( of 
Btaamoni md Fletthcrs 
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Gives me fupcrfluons death ! [A noift wilhin. 

Queen. Alack I what noift is this? 5 



Enter a Gentleman. 

Kim:. Attend. 
Where arc my Switzers? 8 Let them guard the door: 



A S ain, in Attt UJi .7 LvJ, ■ tcagedy by Ro~lty, i633 : 

" If thou failS loo, the ting comes Willi a WttitlUg fUCI, 

« |a the iew." 
Again, Id .1 Fair Ouml, hy Middklon and Knwley, iSaa; 

" Th.it it not fucb another nvdving pUu 

>' !o all lb* flock of calumny. " 
It appenri fiom a palli^t in Sinith'i Sit Grammar, iGij, tliat i| 
nai a piece of ordnance ufed in fhipl of war: "A cait-lhot il 
any kinds o[ fmall bullcli, nailci, old iron, ot the like, to put 
Into the cafe, to fhoot out of tbe oidnancci oi aUr(Vrin ; thefe 
will dot much mifebiefe," &c. Snmn. 

A uttiaiiig-fiut wai iht fpecifitk term in Shakfpeare'j time, 
for a piece of ordnance, or ftnaJl cannon. The wmd is found in 
Colt'i Latin Dictionary, iii<), and rendeced, firmm/un await." 

The TmaU cannon, whicc. art, or wcr. ufed in the loretallln, 
half-deck, or ftcetage of a (hip of war, were within thii century, 




without any regard to the country" where the fcene lici.' Thui, in 
Icaumont and Fletcbei'i ffMi Gintlimm, A3 11!. fe. i; 



" Some place of gain, as eleik to Ihe great hand 
'» Of marrow-bones, that the people call tile Suit WI 1 
M«P «ade of beef and talccnel!" KyD. 



s6B "H AM LET, 

What is the matter? 

Gent. Save your re If, my lord ; . 

TIic ocean, overpecring of his lift,' 
Eats not the flats with more impetuous hafte, 
Than young Laertes, in a riotous head, 
O'crbears your officers ! The rabble call him, lord; 
And, as the world were now but to begin, 
Aniiquiiy forgot, co flora not known, 
The ratifiers and props of every word, 8 
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They cry, Choofe we; Laertes Jkall be iing! 

Caps, hands, and tongues, applaud it to the clouds, 

Laertes Jhall be king! Laertes king! 

Queen. How cheerfully on the falfe trail they 

O, this is counter, you falfe Danifh dogs. 9 

King. The doors are broke. [ tfoift within. 

Enter Laertes, arm'd; Danes following. 
Laer. Where is this king ? — Sirs, fland you all 

without. 
Dan. No, let's come in. 

Laer. 1 pray you, give me leave. 

Dan. We will, we will. 

[They retire without the door. 
Laer. I thankyou: — keep the door. — O tbou 
vile king, 
Give me my Father. 

Queen. Calmly, good Laertes. 

Laer. That drop of blood, that's calm, pro- 
claims me baftord ; 
Cries, cuckold, to my father; brands the harlot 




HAMLET; 



. King. What is the 

That tby rebellion looks fo giant-lik 
Let him go, Gertrude ; do not fear our pt 
There's fiich divinity doth hedge a king, 
That treafon can but peep to what it would; 
A&s little of his will.— Tell me, Laertes, 
Why thou art thus incens'd; —Let him go, Ger- 



Laer. Where is ray father? 

King. Dead. 

Queen. Butnotby hi™. 

King. Let him demand his fill. 

Laer. How came he dead? I'll not be juggled 

Confcience, and grace, to the pro foun deft pit! 
1 dare damnation: To this point I Hand,— 
That both the worlds I give to negligence,' 
Let come what comes ; only I'll be reveng'd 
Moll throughly for my father. 

King. Who (hall flay yon? 

Laeh. My will, not all 




! It., both .h e . 
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And, for my means, 1*11 hnfband them fo well, 
They (hall go far with little. 

King. Good Laertes, 

If yon, defire to know the certainty 
Of yoar dear father's death, is't writ in your re- 
venge, 

That, fweepftake, you will draw both friend and 
foe, 

Winner and lofer? 

Laeb. None but his enemies. 

King. Will you know them then? 

Laer. To his good friends thus wide I'll ope 

And, like the kind life-re nd'ring pelican,* 
RepaCt them with my blood. 

King. Why, now you fpeafc 

Like a good child, and a true gentleman. 
That I am guiltlefs of yonr father's death. 
And am mod fenfibly 5 in grief for it, 
It (hall as level to your judgement 'pear,' 

* tifl-tniiht pelican,] So, io the ancient Mirlaii tj 

Jfthu,, bl. I. no date: 

" Who taught the tok hyi watrbe-howei to obfeire, 

" Who'tauglit Ibe ^Ulrica her tender Iian to carve? — 
■ .. » For (be nolde fuffer her bpdyi todye?" 
It i, almoa uccdlefi to add thai Ihit aecounl of tbe bird ii entirely 
fabuloui. Steivemi. 

1 msj! feulibly — 1 Thui the quarto, 1604. Tbe folio, 

following the error of a later quarto, reads — Tao&Jnfil,. 

Ma LONE.' 

* to jmu juJgimnt 'pear,] So, the quarto. Tbe folia, and 

all tbe later editions, read: 

1 f i t~U~ " '""J"'*™"*' t> mt> 

Thii elifiun of the verb to tpfut, ii common to lleaumnnt an»\ 
Fletciier. So, in Tli bUid in il< MilJ; 

" They 'fur fo bandConiely, I will go forwaid." 



afi HAMLET, 

As day does to our eye. 

Danes. [ Within.] Let her come in. 

Laer. How now! what noire is that? 



Enter Ophelia, Jantnjltcally drefi'd with Jlraws and 
jlowers. 

0 heat, dry tip my brains ! tears, feven times fait, 
Burn out the fen re and virtue of mine eye ! — 

By heaven, thy madnefs fhallbepaid with weight, 

1 ill our fcale turn the beam. O rofc of May ! 
Dear maid, kind filler, fweet Ophelia ! 

O heavens ! is't pofiible, a young maid's wits 
Should be as mortal as an old man's life ? 
Nature is fine in love : and, where 'tis fine, 
It fends fome precious inftance of itfelf 
After the thing it loves.' 



I tfatn, it fine it l,v,.- *.d, - t,„ '(fe ji„r, 

it fit*/,*, h/w Lj.<!::/ 

Apt* «■ Iking it livts. I 1 lid* linri are not in Hie qu 

il'cy ate obfture and ■fliatdi but, I Ihink, they require no ei 
dation. Loai (fayi Laerm) ii the paffion by which nalmi ij 
exalted and itjati; and n fubftancet, itfxui and fubtiliftd, < 
obey any impulfc. oi follow any ailraaion, fome put of na 



" At into air the pniec fpiriti Bow, 
" Anil ftparate from their Llndrcd dregt helow, 
■ ■ So Bew her foul." Johnson. ' 
The meaning of the palTage may be — That bertvits, like the 
pitit or "fine tffcncei, flew off oi evaporated. Fin, however, 
ometimrs Cgnif.ei trtjal. So, io AlCivlU Hat Hid! unlit "Tbou 
in loo Jai in thy Lvidence." SretVEBi. 



Digitized by Google 
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Om. They bore him berrfae'd on the bier; * 
Hey no nonny, nonny hey nonny:' 
And in his grave raind many a £ear;~ 
Fare you well, my dove ! 

Lakr. HadtlRhou iliy whs, and didft peifuadc 

It could not move thus. 

Ofh. You mud fing, Down es-down* an you call 
kirn a-down-a. O, how inc wheel becomes ii ! 3 It 



* Tity ten iimlmrc.faid on (ft Ha; tec] So, 
Jha&tt'i Tali, Mr. Tyrwbiit'l edit, vcr. : 

" He laid hint bare ilit vifage ou lh( bere, 
" Tbciwith lie wept ihal P ilce uu 10 heit." 



• j!» f , Down i-dowo,] Fcibapi SbaHpnn allude) 

Phxlu'i Swmet, by Ibo. Lodge, wLlcli Ibe ttsder may find 
Zn-tani, Wifitim, iGooV 



_ a fori? in Tit TF.ru Laditi 
of Lnitu, iJS*, aud piikepi common to ruauy oiheri. 

STIEVMS. 



'■ Tht foiig wai accounted a B ood nne, ibogh it wat not inocbi 
iced by the viiil,, which in uo wife accorded wild ills (ubjtfi 

Vol XXII; T 



974 HAMLET, 

is the falfe fteward, that Hole his matter's daughter. 
Laer. This nothing's more than matter. 

illillliiSi 

ftufcfgr wbicfc lhi.iconl.od.di 

Single H' vi'ili, ■»'■' Ullln il"t)ia;l=, 



S j6 HAMLET, 

Laer. A document in matlnefs; tliouglits and 
remembrance fined. 

Orn. There's fennel for you, and columbines: 6 
— there's rue for you ; and here's fome for me 



> Tip,; fennel fit jm, «J Columbian :] Cent, in bis Qui,. 
Jit m Vtfiut Cnulitr, lfiio, call, fnml, mmafi miiii " fit 
generally lor that tlx, fiih while they ate maidens, the* uilh wan- 
tonly." 

Among Tutiinih'i Epitiptti, Sic. p, 4a, b. 1 likewife End the 
following mention of (mull 

Your did declare 

" [At Bmple mm can (hone) 
That Haltric in my breaft I bare,' 
/ " Where friinduiip ought to grow." 
I know not ofubat ainntni, were fuppofed to be emblematical. 
Thcyare again mentioned in All Finis, by Chapman, iGoS: 
" Wfaat'r, ibat? — a ctltmbini I 

Gerard, however, and oilier herbalifls, irupute fen, if any, 
Tinut! 10 them; and they may therefore, he ftyl.d tkuvkltft, becaufe 
Ihcv appear to make no grateful rsturi ' 
Again, in tin tSOl Son ' 
" The tt Aim (in an 
From the Ctlttt Puis,, 
ttas [be emblem of cuckoldom : 

" the blue termtid (olurabine 

" Like to the crooked bornj ol Aclicioy." Steitiki. 

norm of ill netraiia, which are rema.k:.ble in ihisplanj. Sic 
JpU'.yt, in Linnms'i Genera, 65*. S. W. 

The columbine was embieic arli.il rf for.'.-1-.ja lovcii : 
" The cclmnl-h.t in 13-J.T.j- oTico taken, 
" Is rien i/citis in j,-c\ „i jfjatn." 

Brown's BiitntU'i TijUtttt, Book !. Snog ii. iGi3. 

Holt WhItb. 

Ophelia gives her fennel and rolutnbinu to the iinf. In ihe 
eollcflion of Sonnets quoted above, thefonnsr ii thus mentioned : 



*' But [ have alwaiit locaut truely, 
„ With .nnllnnt heart moll puie." 
Seeairn Flntio'i ttalian Diaionaty, t5 s S ! 
(ive/i^t to ilattcr, to diiltmhl(." Maloni 



Digttized B/Cooglt 
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may wear your rue With a dilTciencc. 7 — There's * 
daily:'-- 1 would give, you forne violets; km they 
yr.iiliei'd all, when my fadiei died : s — They iiy, he 
niadc a good end, — 

for bonny Jwcet Robin is all my joy,' — 

[Sings. 



.AW. r,m. suita, (fa»i Ophelia .» \:.e ^uain.) n<; «/! 
!«' sV^i/A ./ »,ict »» *»« 4. 



• i atiuM ]« viol 
Jttiit Hnl!} Tbi violttii Hut 
of Sonuctl aljove q/jOLld, piinlr 
... r.,Ut i. for/aJ/yUf/, 



1 Fir Inn /«"' » "J J [ J.] ™i ii pa» of ia old fonj, 
■eolloetd liktwifc bv licuraoui wd Ilcither, ia ri* l m( /r,w e 



In tht book, ol i he Suiioaeii* Company, aG Ariil, i* 

Daibit, 10 iht mut of JJcnnj ftttsii." Sufvibj, 

Thi " Gourdy nix b.lljd of the primely wooing of iho Fait* 
maid of Loudon, 'hy King Edward," ii »]fo " la ibe tunc o£ 



— rjigdCciTt. i.";:n-;L 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 
Laer. Thought and affli&ion,' paffion 



*79 

hell i«- 



felf, 



;o favour, and to prettinefs. 
Oph. And will he not come again ? [Singl. 
And will he not came again ! 
No, no, he is dtad. 
Go to thy death-bid, 
Ht never will come again. 
His beard was as white as /now,* 
All Jlaxcnwas his poll : 
He is gone, he is gone, 
Andwecajlaway moan; 
God 'a mercy on his foul '. < 
And of all chriflian foals ! s I pray God- God be 
Laeh. Do you fee this, O God i 



b by Btajonfon, 



■ Cod '.i 



1 Th<i 



G 9 «eri Cl./r> ■*<"<"<<"'- ^'^'"S "H. il 

,i! li yif-r, jf-/" 4«» «"'"'■ * 



T 4 
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King. Laertes, I uiuft commune withy out grief, 9 
Or you deny me rig lit. Go but apart, 
Make choice oFwhom yonr wiled friends you will. 
And they (hall hear and judge 'twixt you and me : 
IF by direft or by collateral band 
They find ns touch'd, we will onr kingdom give, 
Our crown, onr life, and all that we call ours, 
To you in latisia&ion ; but, iFnot, 
Be you content t.i lend your patience to as. 
And we flial! jointly labour with your foul 
To give it due content. 

Laer. Let this be fo ; 

His means of death, his obfeure funeral, — 
No trophy, lword, nor hatchment, o'er his bones/ 
No noble rite, nor formal oflentation, — 
Cry to be heard, as 'twere from heaven to earth, 
That I mull call't in queflion. 

King. So you fiiali ; 

And, where the offence is, let the great axe fall. 
1 pray you, go with me. [Exeunt. 

' — commune aili Jfr pit/,'] ' The Tolio reaiii— csnnron. 

Ca/taiu FtsHJbtr, by uionyfc Settle, nmo. bl. I. i5 7J : '• Our 
Gene. all repavied with the fliip boat to inamm or E e q witb them." 
Again, it. Hjlinnied 1 ! account of Jacfc Cades infuntflinn :_ 
" — — 10 nhamc w.te lent from the king the ard.bill.Oji kc. lo 
f«»nin with bica of bit griefs and icqucfls." StieveM*. 

» ffi tttfa, JmerA, Mrkaltiaht, o'lr kit Bom,] It was Lhc cur- 
at ni £ bt. JOHHSO*. "* E S » wo1 ° VCI ' S '"' ° 
( T 'd' b" 3 '" "h J"'' fo " n,T lcpt " p 10 d 'Y - on]y ,h * 
the tcim if gf ejurntf) ate hao fi o«t the fctave'of cve'ry tnigUt. 

Sutj.'Uiwtim. 
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SCENE IV. 
Another Roem in the fame. 
Enter Horatio, and a Servant. 

Hon, What are they, thatwonld fpeak with me ? 

Serv. Sailors, fir ; 

They fay, they have letters for yon. 

HOR. Let them come in. — 

{Exit Servant, 
I do not know from what part of the world 
I fliould be greeted, if not from lord Hamlet. 

Enter Sailors. 

l. Sail. Godblefsyou, fir. 

Hor. Let him blefs thee too. 

i. Sail. He fhall fir, an't pleafe him. There's 
a letter for you, fir ; it comes from the ambaffador 
that was bound for England ; if yonr name be Ho- , 
ratio, as I am let to know it is. 

Hon. [Reads.] Horatio, when thou ftalt hove 
overlook'd this, give thefe fellows feme means to the 
king; they have letters for him. Ere we were two 
days old at Jea, a pirate of very warlike appointment 
gave us chace: Finding ourjelvis too flow of fail, we 
put on a tompeU'd valour; and in tin grapple I 
boarded them : on the inftant, they got clear cf out 
flip ; fo I alone became their prifoner. They have 
dealt with me, like thieves of mercy; but they knew 
whattluydid; I am to do a good turn for them. Let 
the king have the letters I havefent; and repair thou 
to me with as much Iiajle as thou wculd'JIJIy death, I 



HAMLET, 



have words to /peak in thine ear, wilt make thee dumb ; 
yttare they much too light fur the bore of the matter.* 
Thtfe goad fellows wilt bring thee where 1 am. Rofen- 
cranu and GuildenQcni hold their cmrftfm England: 
of them I have much to tell thee. Farewell. 

He that thou inowjl thine, Hamlet. 
Come, J will give you way for thefc your Utters ; 
Anddo'tliic ipcedier, that you. may direct me 
To him from whom you brought them. [Exeunt, 



SCENE VII. 

Another Room in the fame. 
Enter King and Laertes. 

King. Notv mull your confcicucemy acquittance 
Teal, 

And you maft put me in yonr heart For friend ; 
Sith you have heard, and with a knowing ear. 
That he, which hath your noble father llain, 
Purfn'd my lire. 

LaER. It well appears :— But tell me. 

Why yon proceeded not agaiaft thefe i'cats, 
So crimeful and (o capital in nature. 
As fay your fafetv, greamtfs, wifdom.all things elfe. 
You mainly were ilirr'd up. 

K.ING. O. for two fpcdal reafons ; 

Which may to you, perhaps, lee u much onfmewM, 
But yet to -lie tiiey are ttroug. The queen, his 
mother, 

' ■ /■„. Hr bore of Ik, «,«(,,] Th« >'}•• ii tile caliber of ■ 

jan. or the rapidly of lhe buret. Til mttttl [fiyi Hamlet) 
cvrf iitv'nr aatJs. Johnson. 
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Lives almofl by liis looks ; and for myfelf, 
(My virtue, or my plague, be it cither which,) 
She is To conjunctive ti> my life and foul, 
ThiU, as the flat moves not but in bis fphcrc, 
1 could not but by her. The other motive, 
Why to apublick connt I might not go, 
3s, the great love the genera! gender * bear him : 
Who, dipping all his faults in their affection, 
Work, like the fpring * that tunicth wood to ftane, 
Convert bis gyves to graces ; lo that my arrows, 
Too Nightly timbev'd fur fo loud a wind,' 
Would have reverted to my bow again, 
And not where i had airo'd them. 

• III {<»,•! ft*£r— ] The ttnsgi ran of lilt people. 

* Wort Hit lit firitg fcc.l Thit fimilr li neither vc.y f.i- 
fonablc io tbt J tip imereft of Hill tonvei folio o, nor very atcu- 
i.idj applied, if tb*Jt<hg hid cbioged bib nitilita (Old, tha 

The folio, ioftud of— vert, r»di — will J. 

Tin U.1it (OmpMifon accutl io 'Cl.uichjnrd'i drift! 

So tt.err il :- r «J liial waicr tu.oj lo /Wl." 
Id Thoma. Lupton't tiird Bnk tf Ntt.ll, Hi.ni, jld. bl. 1. 



te.dt lor d'tnt* 
fiiiwld fctm !o be— 
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Laeb. And fo have I a noble father lot! ; 
A fifter driven into defperate terras; 
Whofe worth, if praifes may go back again/ 
Siood challenger on. montit of all the age 
For her perfections : — But my revenge will come. 

King. Break not your flceps for that : yon mull 
not think. 

That we are made of fluff fo flat and dull. 

That we can let our beard be fliook with danger,' 

And think it paflimc. You fiionly fball hear 

I lov'd your father, and we love ouifelf ; 

And that, I hope, will teach you to imagine,— 

How now? what news?' 

Enter a Meffcnger. 

Mess. ' Letters, my lord, from Hamlet: * 
This to your maj cfly ; this to the queen. 

King, from Hamlet ! Who brought them ? 

Mess. Sailors, my lord, they fay : 1 faw them not ; 
They were given me by Ciaudio, he rccciv'd them 
Of him that brought them." 

King. Lame* you fliall hear them : — 

Leave us. [Exit Meffcnger. 

bctn. but it nov. to be found uo moie. Johnson. 

* ttlt wcmtll sur iitri ti jtmtl mik iiagir,] It it wonder- 
ful thai none of ilie advocate, for thi learning of Shakjpeiie bave 



j * Hs<* now J ke.] Omilttd lu the quartos. Theobald. 
' LHUrt, fcc.J Omitted tn the qu.ftoi. Stbivbhs. 
« Of (i» liai iraujl/ j.ifo.J I bavc icflored tbil iieuulUek 
from tilt i]iurtot. Sieeyens. 
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[Reads.] -High and mighty, you Jliall know, lam 
fit naked e?i four kingdom. To-morrow Jltall I b'g leave 
to Jet jour king!.} eyes; when 1 Jliall.jirjl ajkirtg your 
pardon /hereunto, reeov.nl the oceafion ojmffudden and 
mort fira»gt return, Hamlet. 
Whatfboald this inean?Area!l the reft comeback? 
Or is it [brat abufe, and no fucli thing ? 

Laer. Know yoo the hand ? 

King. ' I is Hamlet's character. Naked, — 

And, in a poflfcript here, he fays, aloue ; 
Can yooadvifc me? 

Laer. I am loft in it, my lord. But let him 

It Warms the very Fickncfs in my heart. 
That I ihall live and tell him to his teeth. 
Thus diddejt tkou. 

Kiric, If it be fo, Laertes, — 

As how iliould it be lb? — how otherwife?— 
Wilt you be rul'd by me? 

Laer. Ay, ray lord; 

So you will not o'er-rule me to a peace. 

King. To thine own peace. If he be nowre- 

As checking at his voyage,* and that he means 

• A, chuking.tK.Mw.,] P*"* it tom falconry I »"d 

may be juilihea from Iht following palfag. iu HiuJ.'i Elilh LiH- 

i6o6, <■ For who Luoui not, 4110th .ft a, that t),i. 

hiwk, which comet now fo fair 10 life fill, may to-morrow iSui 
at the lure?" 

Again, io G. WhelRone'i Cefit, tfVill&t, i5 7 6r 

" But ai the hawkt, 10 jad which ttiowct the way, 
" Will hardly liar* 10 cirtJi at caino eroitct," ke. 

ij ehe.king j( I11 csji fI ,] Thu. the folio. The quarto, .604, 
Mhibitl a CONuplirn fimilar to thai roinlioocd in «. 3, p. jS3. It 
rcidi i — Ai tit n hi. voyage, Miucjnt. 
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No more to undertake it, — I will work him 
To an exploit, nowripe.iu my device. 
Under the which he (hall not choofe but fall ; 
And for bis death no wind ol blame fliall brcathoj 
But even his mother fliall mickargc the practice. 
And call it, accident. 

Laer,. 1 My lord, I will berul'd; 

The rather, if yorj could devife it fo, 
That I might be the organ. 

King. It falls right. 

You have been talk'd of fince your travel much. 
And that in Hamlet's hearing, for a quality 
Wherein, they fay, you fliinc : your (uin of parti 
Did not together pluck fuch envy from him. 
As did that one ; and that, in my regard, 
OF trie unwortbicfl ficge. 3 

Laer. What part is that, my lord ? 

Kixc. A very ribband in the cap of youth. 
Yet needful too ; for youth no lefs becomes 
The light and carelels livery that it wears, 
Than fettled age his fables, and his weeds. 
Importing health and gravenefs, 4 — Two monthi 
lince, 

■ I«r. Ik.] The ntit Exlctn lineiarc omlncd in th* foil*. 

Stuveki. 

3 OJl!„vnwci&itJl Ccgc] Ol lbs lowclt rank. 5iia, for /..(. 
*>>«■ J"""'""- 
So, ia Othlhi 

" 1 fclcll my l.irlh 

» Kiom mLn al royll Jiefl." STIEtENa. 
* Impoaiog htilih tnd ftavaift.] Jnjorfiif her« may be, not 
i%jiTii*g by logical [iinriqutnrt. but /nifiifjtj by phjkcil rffeS. 
A yonng man ligaidt Oiow in bit (trcb, an old man, kiallk. 

IapiTlint lialtl, I apprtbend, acini, iinetht an ttlnliin It 
itilli. Malum. 
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Here Was a gentleman of Normandy, — 

I Uavefeen mvfelf, and ferv'd, againfl, the French, 

And they can well on horfeback : but tbis gallant 

Had witchcraft in't ; he grew nn to bis feat ; 

And to fuch wond'rons doing brought his borfe, 

As lie had been incorps'd and demi-natur'd 

With the brave beaft : s fo far he lopp'd my thought, 

That 1, in forgery of fliripes and tricks,* 

Come ftioit ofwbat he did. 

Laer. A Nonnan, was't ? 

King. A Norman. 
- Laer. Upon my Ufa, Lamord. 7 

King. The very fame. 

Laer. 1 know him well: be is the brooch, in- 
deed, 

And gem of all the nation. 

Kinc. He made confefuorr of you ; 
And gave you inch a maflerly report. 
For art and cxcicife in your defence, * 
And for your rapier moft elpecial. 
That he cried out, 'twould be a fight indeed, 

Impo-lhg may only Sonify— imftjlfif, intlilf. So, -ia K«( 



tilth,] I could no. connive f. 

OM ptlfoini. jOHi.SON. 

1 Lam»d ] Thu. tbe quaiio. i6o+. SlialTpeait, [ lufptft, 
wroic LamUi. Stt Ihe n=il Tpcccli L« out. The folio hit*. 
Lamtvid, MiLom. 

• Injixr iijati,} Tbitii, im tbc/<Unci of defence. 

Journal). 
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If one conld match you : the ftrimers 3 of theirtia- 
tion. 

He fwore, bad neither motion, gnard, nor eye* 
If you oppos'd them: Sir, ihis report of his 
Did Hamlet fo envenom with his envy. 
That he could nothing do, bat wifh and beg 
Yoar Hidden coming o'er, to play with you. 
Now, oat of this,— — 

Laer. What cut of this, my lord ? 

King. Laertes, was yonr father dear to you ? 
Or are yoo like the painting of a forrow, 
A face without a heart? 

LaeR. Why alt you this? 

Kikg. Not that I think, yon did nutloveyout 
father ; 

Eat that 1 know, love is begun by time ;* 
And that I fee, in paHagesof proof, 3 
lime qualifies the fpark and fire of it. 
There lives * within the very flame of love 

» Of M-M-l Th.>««. JOBMOH, / 

Tbii uutavourible detciiplionofili! F.«ntli farotdrmtn ii no! in 
tbc folio. Steevim. 
■ " tt^n h li>"l] Thii !yWc««. Tb.nMmng 

fubjta 1D the op.ul.DD, of .ime, t at ch.dgi an d d. ml p«. ^ 

Tlie ting 'talon, thai:— " I do not [uf P «a thai you did not 
love your fjlhcr ; but 1 know thai timi abate, tbc foite of ifTet- 
lioD." I ihtrefai* fufp»a Hut we ought to read 1 

Joir ii htgoni Ij limn 

1 f.ippofe that Sliakfpeirt plsrti tbc fyllablc tt before gom, as »i 
fay ir.piioi, it-fpailcr, Si.lliink, Sit. M, Mason. 

1 f aftsp: oj p'ci/,] la tranfja;on) of daily tiptritnte. 

Johnson. 

* fain livu Lt.] The nut ten Hues are not in the folio. 

Sl£6VEN«. 
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A kind of wick, or fnaff. that will abate it 
And nothing 15 at a liki goodnefs iliil ; 
For goodnefs, growing to aplurify/ 
Dies in his own too-much : 1 hat wc vvould-do, 
We fliould do when we would; for this would 
changes. 




i£I0 H AMLE-T, 

As there are tongues, are hands, arc accidents ; 
And then this Jhould is like a fpendtbrift f.gh, 
That hurts by eaung. 6 But, to the quick o the 
nicer : 



» A u tin IIU ftwld o life fi s\ . 

u**" ft " n » ih - ,Dd wBr oo ' ■ JQ p r so ": 

nocht, h« » J J fa bW „„„ of hll body. 



*nUig«J 



appaytittd by nature 10 6?"* t utlle 10 

of you?" ,„„ii „, .he (olio, rtidi — a fpcndthiKt'i 

Th« original q«»t". , M «« « ^ ^ co „ up(ioBi „ iQng („„ th« 

f OIt , with lb. other rood""' ^f, D f noiulhoruy.l printed 
!.-!»,. l«q««- ; >(^f c „r«^ b. blood, »>-■. 

in lG "-- J ■ I U S o= h. .holt, *o«#l " » ff <" d '-' ico, p°- 

OI i, P'^'f^^y ■kui b»i the f 0n »f pM ■>( '«• 
„j tin Hm ^«M. raj y ' '! jQ „„, pIomp ,l r ««cui c wh» 
th( line meau» »'»I'1. W ™ ._ _..^ t , D ,] 0i we (hill aim ward! 

rd tliE fortui 



«. mIomM in out power to do, « P"- 
,1 ,» w » » bl«.d.«»ra»i»B fi 6 6 . lh " *' OECe 



fuch a tondufl. and the 
quality «h' cn he Io P- 



i >p F ic " •■- r- n„mdn< quality «"" cn ne 1U P" 

[.in, ftldoi run o» fouI fe "- MALOB1 ' 



□igitizdc by Google 
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Hamlet comes back ; . What would you undertake, 
To (how yourfelf in deed yout father's fon 
More than in words ? 

Laer. To cut Ins throat i'the church. 

King. No place, indeed, fiionlcl murder fanclua- 
rize; 

Revenge fhonld have no bounds. ' But, good La- 
Will you do'this, keep clofe within your chamber: 
Hamlet, return'd, Ihall know you are come home : 
We'll put on thofe fhal! praife your excellence. 
And fet a double varnifh on the fame 
The Frenchman gave you ; bring you, in fine, to- 
gether. 

And wager o'er your heads : he, being remits, 1 
Mod generous, and free from all contriving, 
Will not perufc the foils ; fo that, with cafe. 
Or with a little muffling, you may choofe 
A fword unbated, 8 and, in a pafs of prafUce,* 




a 9 a HAMLE TV 

Reqoite him for your father. 

Laer. I will do't : 

And, for the purpofe, I'll anoint my fword. 
1 bought an unflion of a mountebank, 
So mortal, that, but dip a knife in it, 
Where it draws blood, no cataplafm fo rare, 
Collected from all fimples that have virtue 
Under the moon, can fave the thing from death. 
That is bat Fcratch'd withal : I'll touch my point 
With this contagion; that, if I gall himllightly, 
It may be death. 1 

King. Let's further think of this ; 

Weigh, what convenience, both of time and means, 
May fit us to our fliape : ' if this Ihould fail, 
And that our drift look through our bad perform- 
ance, 



rwdl, t »Jii upon £»g EN( 

A t'fi 'Jp'-aici ii a fneoiu /./I, one tin I I^cttts »ai weU 

puflif!^ in I.i Mid Ads rtM Jfetkir./;, HeiOt fuller flyll 

1 11 pro*, it on hil budy, if lit date, 
" DetpitI hil nict ffiict, and hit iflivt p<aSill" 
T fit treachery on tliii oualiou, -va, M> ufing a (wold ml ttii and 



,e play, Ud to nfp<a 
to */uu trif,T 
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"'twere better notaflay'd; therefore, thisprojeel 
Should have a back, or fecond, that might hold. 
If this fhouldblafl in proof. 4 Soft; — let me fee: — 
We'll make a Iblemu wager on your cunnings, — 
1 ha't: 

When in your motion you are hot and dry, 
( As make your bouts more violent to that end,) 
And that he calls for drink, I'll have preferr'd 

A chalice for the nonce ; whereon but lipping. 
If he by chance efcape yourvenom'd fluck, 6 
Our porpofe may hold there. But flay, what noife? T - 



< btijl in pretf. ] TWi, 1 believe, is a miliptor lalen from 

with in ioelicHu:,! tUjl. Johnson. ' - 

The uord preif fliowj the metaphor la be liken from Ihe trying 
'Or proving fire-armi or cannon, which often Hajt 01 H'Jt in the 

fmj. S'IBEVtN.. 

1 I'll iavt preferr'd kirn—] i. i. prefintid lo him. Tbni 

the quarto, 1604. The word indeed it mifpcll, pnprd. Tbi 
folio readt — I'll have prtpnri him. Hkl JNI. 

To pufc ;as Mr. Malont Mam) certainly cwinl— to pri/al, 
or ejir. So, in Times ef Atlm: 

'' Why theo fTtjar'i you Dot your fnnn »nd bill'i?" 

' // Si tj tUr>a 1Jc.p1 J0U r vntm'i fluel,] For Jlsck, read ruci, 
1 common name Car > nfiir. BLictSTONi. 

Your venom" d jfuti. it, your veoom'd ibnift. Steel was a term 

of Hie /(ncioR-rcbool. So. in TadjlA Xi[tt;" and he givet 

mi the jJiri wiih fuch 1 mortal motion. — " Again, in Tht Utter* 
jrtm F«™fiii, 1606: " Here it a fellow, judicio, that carried ih« 
deadlyj!(fi(inhilpen. ,- _Sie florio s Italian 1S9S: •• Slocat; 

a foync, a tbruil, a Jeciait given in fence." 

See Vol. V. p. 345, n. 6. STIEVEM. 

1 m Jtif, '.■hill noi/V?] I have recovered ihif frsm the 

•luirtoi. S.-f.ivtM. 

vs 



HAMLET, 



Enter Qaeen, 

How now, fweet qoeen?' 

Queen. One woe doth tread upon another's heel/ 
So lad they follow: — Your filler's drown' d Laertes, 

Lair. Drownd! O, where? 

Queen. Therq is a willow grows afcaunt the 
brook,' 

That (hows his hoar leaves in the glalTy fiream; 

Therewith famaflick garlands did (he make 

Of crow-flowers, nettles, dailies, and long purples,* 



•Horn now, Jaul a««pi ' ] Tlieft word! He not in the qnjno. 
The word now, whitb appears 10 have been omilted by ihe cart. 
Jeffmfs of the iranfcribtr or eompotnoi, was fupplicd by the edjiar 



inyion'i MtrlimnUJn, 4L0. i5oG: 

: of another fell." 



On, mifcl'itl follow 
Ihis alio ii Ihe ii, ft line 
be.frlf. RtlSON. 



'r>Ti£ piiTftli is meant a plant, th» 
«, .ncl.nll, 



lifimlia mcrh.h. The p$gh notae by which it psfl'ss, ii fuOicienilT 
tnnwn In man? parti of England, and partieularly in Iht eountf 
where Shaklpear* lived. Thus fai Mr. Wiroet. Mr. Collins adds, 
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That liberal * fhephcids give a groffer name, 
■ But our cold maids do dead men's fingers call them : 
There on the pendant boughs her coronet weedi 
Clambering, to hang, an envious diver broke; 
When down her weedy trophies, and.berfelF, 
Fell in the weeping brook. Her clothes fpread 




V.4 



■g6 



HAMLET, 



Or like a creature native and indu'd 
Unto that element : 7 but long it could not be, 
Till that her garments, heavy with their drink, 
Futl'd the poor wretch from her melodious lay 
To muddy death.' 

Laeb, Alas then, flie is drown'd ? 

Queen. Drown'd, drown'd. 
Laeh. loo much of water haft thou, poor 
Ophelia, 



And therefore I forbid my tears : But yet 
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I have a fpeech of fire, that fain would blaze, 
But that this folly drowns it.* [Exit. 

King. Let's follow, Gertrude: 

How much I had to do to cahn his rage ! 
Now fear I, this will give it flartagain; 
Therefore, let's follow. [Exeunt. 



ACT V.. SCENE I. 



A Church-yard. 



Enter two Clowns, with fpades, ire. 

1. Cf_o. Is fhe to be bury'd in chriftian burial, 
that wilfully fceks her own falvation ? 

a. Clo. 1 tell thee, fhe is; therefore, make her 
grave ftraight: 3 the crowner hath fct on her, and 
finds ii chriflian burial. 



■ Hal Hal ihu filtfinwmit.) Thui the quiito, 1604. The 
folio .csds—Buitbat [hit Folly HnHt it, i. c. </« U fi, or gxiisguiOiM 
ii. Sie p 63, n, 6. Mulonb. 

' nail ktr graci Anight i] Mike her grave from call ID 

well ill a dired line parallel 10 the church | nol fmni north la 
fouth, athwart the regular line. This, 1 Lbiuk, it meant. 

Johnsob. 

mldi'til]. She il 10 be buritd in iktiji-an Suria.', and canfrqnenllj 

tied hum .he following F .ff. E -i in King Hnrj V. and the play b.- 

gf nilewomen wlio live liv ihe prick of their neeiilei, but il will »• 
thought «e keep 1 hawdj-iiouie JtrtAgit." 



HAMLET, 



1. Clo. How can that be, unlcfs fbe drown' d. 
hcrfelf in her own defence ? 

a. Clo. Why, 'tis found fo. 
' 1. Clo. Itmuft be Jt offendtndo ; it cannot be 
elfe. For here lies the point: If I drown rnyfelf 
wittingly, it argues an ail : and an aft hath ihree 
branches; it is, to aft, to do, and to perform: 4 
Argal, ftie drown'd herfelf wittingly. 

s. Clo. Nay, but hear you, goodman delver. 

I. Cr.o. Give roe leave. Hers lies the water; 
good: here flands the man; good: If the man go 
to this water, and drown himfelf, it is, will he, 
nil! he, he goes ; mark you that : bar. if ih> water 
come to him, and dtown him, he drowns not him- 
felf: Argal, he, that is not goilty of his own de»to, 
fhortens not his own life. 

i. Clo. But is this law ? 

t. Clo. Ay, marry is't ; crownerVqueft law.. 5 

Apin, in Htiltt, AS III. fc. it : 
" Put. Ht will com. p.i S il. " 
Again, in Tii Lkiit's frtpt/t, i>j Bt.unoHt find Flttcb.r: 
Lif Do you fi«ht ji.aifii ? 
*' C(... Yn, pitfiBity." 
Again, in Tki Uittj fun tj trW/ori 

fft'U con iad drill job Jlragil." 

Ac.ua, in Oliilln 

" FmivmII, ty DitUaoit, I will conn to the. pngit."- 

SliULB!. 

Agiin, in Troths tii Crtjfidt ! 

i' Lcl ui vti ready JfttigU.'" Mjilonc 

* tnt tB Uli /.« s-«(iri ; t/ ii, It o3, Ii de, W la f «- 

ftf»(] Ridicule oo feholiilick divilion. wiihoui diftiuaibu ; and 



It fcenii, her hoibnod Sr Jime! Hilei had drowned himrdf in a. 
riWl and the qutftion wai, wbcibcr by tliii aa a Forfeiture of » 



PRINCE OF DENMARK, S99 

a. Clo. Will you ha" the troth on't? If this 
liad not been a gentlewoman, Die fliould have been 
btiry'd out of chriftian burial. 

1. Clo. V 
puy; chat grcaf I 




(o, King Henry Cighih, in bil anCwer i. 



Soo 



HAMLET, 



is no ancient gentlemen but gardeners, ditchers, 
and grave- makers ; they hold up Adam's profeffion. 

9. Olo. Was he a gentleman ? 

l. Clo. He 'was the firft that ever bore arms. 

a. Clo.' Why, he had none. 

1. Clo. What, arc a heathen? Howdoftthon 
underfUuid the fcripture? The fcripture fays, Adam 
digg'd; Could h.c dig without arms? 1*11 put 
another qucftion to thee: if thou anfwer'ft, me not 
to the purpofe, confefs thyfelf— 8 

a. Clo. Go to. 

■ l. Clo. What is he, that bnilds ftronger than 
cither the mafon, the ffiipwright, or the carpenter ? 

a. Clo. The gal lows -maker ; for that frame out- 
lives a thoufand tenants. 

i. Clo. I like thy wit well, in good faith; the 
gallows does well : But how does it well ? it does 
well to thofe ihat do ill : now thou doft ill, to fay, 
the gallows is bciilt ftronger than the church ; argal, 
the gallows may do well to thee. To't again; 
come. 

! a. Clo. Who builds ' ftronger than a mafon, a 
fliipwtight, or a carpenter ? 

" you might fay Ihat I, ktynfl put in fo fp«ciall > null it I 

am in iliis rife, were no trullic frtnde id fdd, noi thiiitiblt man, 
to mine mi finjli**,— ." Hill'i Ghionitlt, FoL s6i. 

MALOHI. 

' 1. Clo, 1 Tllii TpDcch, and lb* n.II M fir^I— wiliest ami. 
H-.otiuthiqu.no.. .ST«1T1f«. 

• tnfifi and if k**?i, tht Clown, I fupnofp, 

w« u ld have bid* it he had not been imrrFupica. Thii u» ■ 

coiutnou proverbial ftntenca. S(t Othrfle, AS IV. fc. i He 

migbt, howcuir, bavc .(tended lo fa?, unjifs ILjfilj an sfi. 

* Win iailii ki. ] Tils isq-jiiitive rcidtt inly m<tl with an af- 
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I, Clo. Av, tell me that, and unyoke. 1 
a. Clo. Marry, now I can tell. 
. i.Clo.To'c. 

a. Clo. Mafs, I cannot tell. 

Enter H AM LET and HohATIO, al a dijlance, 

i.Clo. Cudgel thy brains no more about it; 1 
for your dull afs will not mend his pace with 
heating: and, when yon are afk'd this queftion 
next, fay, a grave-maker ; tlieboufes that he m;ikcs, 
laft till doomfday. Go, get thee to Yaughan. and 
fetch me a ftoup of liquor. [Exit a. Clown. 



,i,y of our aucerW by an evening (ire ) id a v 0 | U n.e of very f t *r« 
Wtb, prefe-ved in the n..i.,.S-.. L*t«r »» C.n.br.jlg., D. 5. .. 
The innocence of theft B«n"'> J'T™ ™*y a. putle 

which i. not always 4ue » ibjli ael'««r. STE, ;" r N ,m,i, n . ,„ r» 

• If, III! Hat, and ] I' » l>« no ' li'B"'"t to lay, 

vith Di. Waiburton, that tbii phrjTt might be taten from hof- 
bandry, without much depth of reading, we may P'°^« " "<™ 
a ditiie of the workmen of Dover, pt.fe.ved in the addition) It. 
Holinfhtd, -p. 15*6: 

.. My bow is broke, I would uujoii, 
» My foot i. fore, lean wo.fce no more" FARMS*. 
Again, in Drayton'. P«l,tltum, a. tb. end 0 r Song [ : 

" Htrc I'll wtjuit a whi.t a. i.l r.iTiie my BiMi to meat. 
Aeain, in P. Holland', uanflalion of Pliuy'l Natural Mijliy, 
n. JoJi " in the evening, and when Ihou doll unjiJ*." 

r J STFrVIKS. 

■ Clliftl 11} h»iiu ii mtnahniUl] So, in Tki Hajdn Mil— 
byLyly, tto. - 
" In vain, I feat, f my irain. abnut, 

•» Pioviog by fearch lo find my mifireffe out. M&loki. 



litized by Google 



HAMLET; 



He Jigs, and £ngs. 



In youth when I did love, did love,* 

Mtthought, it was very fweet. 
To contrail, 0, the lime,Jor, ah, my behove' 

0, methought, there was nothing meet. * 

' In jsuri ui,K I Hi tcvr, U. ] The three flamis, Tung here- 
by the grave-digger, a,t ciiracled, wilh a Qigbl variation, from I 
litile poem, tailed Til agld Ljrrir rencroicrl* Levi, written by 
Heory Howard, eail of Surrey, who flouriUied in ihc reign of king 
Henry VIII. and ulio was btbeaded iS^j, on a ilrained accufaiiom 
of neaton. Theobald. 

* To [flnlfaS, 0, lit tint, /or, ah, tnj i<((Ot 
0, milkovgki, Ihm ruoj nollinf m«/.] This pafiige, as il 
Hand!, il abroluie non Tenia; bul if we lead " for £ft," inflead of 
" for ai " it will have fonie kind of leufe, as il may mean ■• that 
it ou not meet, though ht was In love, to eontrad liimftlf fit 

Dr. Fetcy ii of opinion ihit the different torruptions in theft 
ftanzas, might hive been " defigned by the poet himfelf, the better 
to paiot the charafler of an illiterate clown." 

Bihevt is intereft, eonv.oienr-e. So, ia the 4<b Book of Fhlel'l 
veifion of the &»iUi 

" will for thync own lilitvl," SltlVBNS. 

— — nof Uig mil. 1 Thus the folio, The: quarto, 1604, read.; 

0 me fiptijif (Am a was xsllfaf a nut, miiobe. 
The original poem from which tbii Hania ii taken, like the oiher 
futiceding ones, is piefcrvtd among lord Suriey'j poems ; though, 
ii Dr. Percy bas obfervtd, it ii attributed to lord Vtui by George 
Garcolgile. See an epiffle prefixed to one of his pnemi, primed 
wilh the reft of his woiks, s'ljj. By others it ii fuppofed to hire 
been written by fir Thomas Wyali: 
" 1 lothe that I didlovei' 

" in youth thai. I thought fwete t 
" As time requires fnr m, behove, 
Methinks tbey are not melt." 
All tbefe difficulties however ( fays the Rev. Thomas Waitosi, 
mpt} sj £i.f(i/A Poiiry, Vol. III. p. a5,j are at once adjufted bjr 
MS. Harl. i)o3, s5, in lb: llritifh Mufeum, in wiikh we have s 
copv of Vaux a poem, beginning, i hlhi lk*t I did litl, with Ui . 
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Ham. Has this fellow no feeling of his bullnefi? 
lie fiiigs at grave- making. 

Hob. Cuiiorn hath made it in him a property of 
eafinefs. 

Ham. 'Tis e'tn fo : the hand of little employ- 
ment hath the daintier Tenfe. 

l, Clo. But agt, with his fleaUngjltps, 
Hath claw'd me in his clutch, 
And halh pipped me into the land. 
As ij I had never been fuck. 6 

[ Throws up a fcuU, 

Ham. That fcuU had a tongue in it, and coal d 
fing once: How the knave jowls it to the ground, 
as if it were Cain's jaw-bone, that did the fir£t 
murder! This might be the pate of a politician, 
which this afs now o'er-reaches ; ' one that would 
circumvent Cod, might it not? 



title " A dyttir or fonet made by the lord Vm, in the time of the 

The Inlirc foug is publilhed by Dr. Percy, in the lirtt volume 0 * 
bil RtlifUl B/illBMl tst'ifl P-i't- Srsivrns. 

* At if I W nieit tin /ill, ] Thni, in the anginal : 
» For age with Jbajliug ftcpt 

■i Haih rliude <■• wilh hit trowth ; 
" And UHj youtbe away he leapci, 

« As there had bin* none Inch." Steevihs. 

iuiiti Hii tfi mu o'ii-re>cUci ; J The folio readi—a'in. 

•#«'. Ste evens. 

In the quarto, [ 1G04 ] for ttir-njfuit 11 et>(r-rfaii(i, whith agree! 

1' eft can ev«-><«i him who would oifce have tried to drcn- 
ml— I bclitvc faolh there wordi were ShatTpesre'l. An author 
in reviling his work, when hii original idea; fuve laded from bii 
mind, and new obfrrvalions have produced new fcnlirncntj, eafily 
iatrnducci imajei whith have been mote newly impreiTed uponliiin, 
without obttrviag their want of tonjruiiy 10 ilia geoeial tenture «j 
hii original dehgn. Johhsou. 



HAMLET. 



Hon. It might, my lord. 

Ham. Or ofa courtier; which could fay, Goofc 
morrow, Jwut lord! How dojl thou, good- lord? I liis 
might be my lord fuch-a-one, that prals'd my lord 
fucH-a-one's horfe, when he meant to beg it; 8 - 
might it not? 

Hor. Ay, my lord. 

Ham. Why, e'en !b: and now my lady Worm's;* 
chaplefs, and knock'd about the maziard with a 
feston's fpade: Here's fine revolution, and we had 
the trick to fce't. Did thefe bones coll no move 
the breeding, but to play at loggats with them?* 
mine ache to think on't. 



• Tkii nigtl ii mj U,i >f *-*-(«, tUt frail' i mj lord 
m's hfrji, aim h m/ahi Is i:g it ;] So, ia lints uj Atbwi 
A3 I: 

my lord, yon gave 

" Good wordi the oilier dip of a bay eoiuTcr 
«< 1 rode ou; il ii youn, becaufc you lifd it." 

Stfevebs. 

> . ,md now nr lldj JIWi,-] Tlic trull that »i> aj hi i 



at ttieir Qlcrp-Oimin; flails, where the winner >n entitled to a. 
black fleece, which he aflnwatds prcftmed la toe fj.roer'i maid 
to fpin for the puipnfc <i waking a petticoat, and on condition 
that <hc knelt down oo (tic B««l io be tilled by all [he ruflickl 
pttftnt. 

So, Ben Jooloti, Uti cf a T«f, A3 IV. tc. At ■ 
" Nou ire they lading of bit legs and arrai, 
" L|J;e ij -fall at a pcar-lree," 
Again, in an old coUtSinn of Epigrami, S»tirn, fee. 

To play at Itegatl, nine bo It I, or ten pinnei." 
Again, in Dicker's If Hi' (e nit a good f tii Dtvitii i a it, 1G11: 



• I've lofl il much al ieggals," 
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1. Clo. A pick-axe, and a Jpade, a jpade, [Sings 
Fcr — and a jhrouding Jliect : 
0, apit fj clay for to lie made 
Far Jack a gurji is meet. 3 

[Throws up a fcull. 
Ham, There's another : Why mny not that be 
the (call of a lawyer? Where be his qtiiddils 4 now, 
his quillets, 5 his cafes, his tenures, and his tricks? 

Il is one of ibe unlawful glint! enumerated in 16c flalutu of 33 
of Htnry VW. SitiviNS. 

Llgptai in tkltliis ii menlioned for ihi firtl lime among other 
« ntv JO) cnUy fcaraei and pluyl," Id the fitlulr of 33 rleury VIII. 

il wai pTOBlbljr B doi P t;.!liftd loug btfO[c life ftatule of Henry [be 

A tuval-ground, like a [Utile- ground, is ilrewed with athct, but 



Atnfi,ftU}J« fttrtutt 

F.r/nti a -Mjt aofi m,l. Steevens. 

' ^ quijili &f.| i. (. fuoliltitl. So, in SlUmatmiTaMai 

.. 1 am wife, but ivMiti will notanftver death." 

Steevenj. 



(jgillitt are nicr and frivolous difliuaioni. The word ii .cndrrtd 
by Colci in liii Latin Diciiuuaiy, ilijj, itj/nWa. Msujhi. 
VQL; XXlIi X 
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HAMLET, 



why docs he faffer this rude knave nOW to knock 
him 'about the fconcc c with a dirty fhovet, and 
will not tell him of his action of battery ? Humph! 
This fellow might be in'stimea great bnyer of 
land, with his flatutes, 7 his recognizances, his fines, 
his double vouchers, 8 his recoveries : Is this the fine, 
of his fines, and the recovery of h^s recoveries, 3 to 
iave his fine pale full of fine dirt ? will hisvouchfira 
vouch him no more of his pnrchafes, and double 
ones too, than the length and breadth of a pair of 
indentures? The very conveyances of his lands 
will hardly lie in this box; and umft the inheritor 
himfelf have no more? ha? 

Hob. Not a jot more, my lord. 

•—/ff/cMH— ] i. e. the head. So, IdLiIi'i Mtiltr Slaiit, 

,s 3 *< 

•• Laudo ingenium; I like thy fiance." 
Again, in Rsn-Allcj t or Mm/ Triiii, 161 1 : 
11 1 f i? no mole; 

■' But 'tii within ihit/cjati to go beyond them.'' 

Sec Vol. X. p. 111, o. J. Maloke. 

; ,iij ihiiitcs,] By a flatuta it beta meant, not an iflof 

parliament, but a fpeciei of feeurity for money, affecting real pro- 
perlyi whereby the landi of the dtbior are conveyed 10 ib* 
creditor, till out oF the rents and proiiii of them hii debt may be 
faiUfied. MALOl" 



leufually fuffer< 



, bt.] A recovery with iiMi to 



warrant tbo lenint'i tille. Bulb /an and reanaiii are iiaioni of 
law, ufed toconve.i an eflate lail into 1 Fee Qmple. Slalilll iro 

wodet of Uttphtntl or acknowledgement for feinting dtbli, 
which thereby. become a charge upon the party's land. Statutit 
sndimgfniaerri are coodantly mentioned together in the covenaoti 
of a purcbafc deed. Rirson. 
• U lih II, jim C J ii,J!a„, And Hi ritc-vir} vj Hi ntmiUi,} 
' Omitted in ihe cjoartoi. Stievehk. 
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Ham. Is not parchment made of fhecp-fkins ? 

I lor,. Ay, my lord, and of calves-fkins too. 

Ham. They are fiieep, and calves, which fecli 
One afluranccin that. 1 1 will fpeak to this fellow 
Whole grave's this, firrati ? 

1. Clo. Mine, fir.— 

0, a pit of day for to be made [Sings; 
For fuch a guefl is meet. 

Ham. I think it be thine, indeed; for thou licit 
in't. 

l. Clo. You lie out on't, Cr, and therefore it is 
not yours : for my part, 1 do not lie in't, yet it is 

Ham. Thou dbft lie in't, to he in't, and fayit is 
thine : 'tis for the dead, not for the quick ; theie^ 
fore thou licit. 

i. Clo. *Tis a quick He, fir; 'twill away again^ 
jfrom me to you-. 

Ham. What man doit thou digit for? 

i. Clo. For no man, fir. 

Ham. What woman then? 

I. Clo. For none neither. 

Ham. Who is to be buried in't? 

i. Clo. One, that was a woman, fir; but, reft 
her foul, (he's dead. 

Ham. Howabfoiute the knave is I we muftfpeak 
by the card, 3 or equivocation will undo uy. BjF 

• ^-^afforaiKe it Uli.] A quibble is intended. Deedi, wbllK 
art ufually viiucn an pardimenl, arc tailed Ihe tdniinoQ a^iiramW 
of IhtUngdnm. M*lohe. 

! tj Hi cjrd,] Tht tara 1 it [Ue puper on vhUh the difi 

X i 



SoS HAMLET; 

the lord, Horatio, tbefe three years I have taken 
note of it; the age is grown fo picked, 4 that the 



fetent point] of llie compafi were defciibed. To Jl asj Ikiig by 
tht card. It, In fit mil «ici oi/trtuinir. Johhson. 

The Ctrl is ■ fia-iiatl, Sill fo termed by mariucn: and the 
void !■ afterwards ufed by Ofrick ia the faint ftofc. Hamlci'i 
meaning will thertfori be, wo mull fpcik tiMSf) /traco 1 in a 
Jfc«(.l plainly to the poini. RinOH. 

So, in Uxlfii 

>' And ih< Tery pom lb«y blow, Sit. 
m Is the ILipoun's car*"." Steevehj, 

i.j tii tan!, I i. e. we tnufl fpeak with the fame preciGon 

and accuracy as il obfervtd in malting tbe true diftancti of coafti, 

m, called i carat. ' So, in r.(( CamiBOnturallt and GmnmiH of 
TnUl, a.to. iSgg, p. 177; " Sibiflian Munftti in his tarir of 
1 Venice-..'" Again, in Bacon's EJtji, p. 3s6, edit. 17*01 " Let 
him eairy-with bim alfn tome cord, or book, dtfciibing the country 
wberc he InTcllctb," In i58q was publifhtd in 4LO. a 1 lutff 

jOi/ccd/i (7 Mappci aft/ Cardc., ana 1 0/ iarir O/h The « {hip. 

man's Lard" in Machili, is the paper nn which the dittLtent point! 
of the compafi are defcribed. mawim£. 

In every aocicnl lta-rta.1 that 1 have fee 11, tbe compa&. Sit. was 
likcwife introduced. SnivBus. 

* tht s S t is plan fo picked,] So frarl, fo Jhttf, foyi Sir 

apickid (hoe, that is, a jhn viti a ling piiintti tai, in fafhion, to 
which the alluhnn feemi ILkrwife to be made. Etinj mat ton U 
/turf; and ivitf mat nsw is a nan if jajhisn. Johnsoh. 

This fafhion of wearing (lioei with long pointed toci wai carried 
to fuch ejccfi in England, that it was refirained at lalt by pro- 
clamation fo long ago as the filth year of Edward IV. when it 
wai ordered, that thebeaki or pyket of [hoe, and boon [Gould 
not pafi two inches, upon pain of cutting by tbe clergy, and for- 
feiting twenty fljillings, to be paid, one noble 10 the king, another 
to the cordwainerj of London, and the third to tbe chamber of 
London;— and for other countries and towns the like order wii 

etcn — Before this time, and finie the year njSa, the pyfces of 
nes and boon were of iucb length, that tbey were fain to be tied 
up to the knee with rhaiu! of silver, and gilt, or at lcalt Glkeo 
licet." STiivma. 
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toe of the peafant comes fo near the heel of the 
courtier, he galls his kibe.-— How long baft thou 
been a grave-maker ? 

1. Clo. Of all the days i* the year, I came to't 
that day that our laft king Hamlet overcame For- 
th] bras. 

. Ham. How long's that fince? 

i. Clo. Cannot you tell that ? every fool can tell 
■that : It was that very day that young Hamlet was 
born: 5 he that is mad, and fent into England. 

Ham. Ay, marry, why was he fent into England? 

1. Clo. Why, becanfe he was mad : he fhall re- 
cover his wits there; or, if he do not, 'tis no great 
matter there. 

Ham. Why? 

l. Clo. Twill not befeen in him there; there 
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Ham. How came he mad ? 

i*. GlO. Very ftrangely, they fay. 

Ham. How ftrangely ? 

1, Clo. 'Faith, e'en with ioung his whs. 

Ham. Upon what ground? 

i. Clo. Why, herein Denmark; Ihave been 
fexton here, man, and boy, thirty years. 

Ham. How long will a man lie i'the earth ere 
Jicrot? 

1. Clo. 'Faith, if he be not rotten before he die, 
(as we have many pocky corfes now-a-days,' that 
will fcarcc hold the laying in,) he will lafl you 
fome eight year, or nine year: a tanner will laft 
you nine year. 

Ham. Why he more than another? 

l, Clo. Why, fir, his hide is fo tann'd with his. 
trade, that he will keep out water a great while ; 
and your water is a fore decayer of your wborefon 
dead body. Here's a fcull now hath lain you i'the 
earth three-and-twenty years. 

Ham. Whofe was it? 

i . Clo. A whorefon mad fellow'sit was ; Whofe 
do you think it was ? 
Ham. Nay, I know not. 

l. Clo. A peftilence on htm for a mad rogue! 
he poar'd a flaggon of Rhenifli on my head once. 
This fame fcull, fir, was Yorick's fcull, 8 the king's 
jefler. 

, Ham. This? [Takts tkejtull. 

i w.i.^1,] Omliitd in the quitlo. Malonb; 

fariii'j /eil(,J Thus tht folio.— The quarto readi— Sir 

Torick'i fcuH'. Mslohi, 
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i. Clo. E'en that. 

Ham. Alas, poor Yorick ! — I knew him, Hora- 
tio ; a fellow of infinite jeft, of moll excellent 
fancy: he hath borne me on his back a thoufand 
limes ; and now, how abhorr'd in my imagination 
it is! my gorge rifes at it. Here hong thofe lips, 
that I have kifs'd I know not how oft. Wbere be 
your gibes now ? yonr gambols ? your fongs ? your 
flaflies ' 




tell her, let her paint an inch 



laugh at that. — EVythee, Horatio, tell me one 
thing. 

Hor. What's that, my lord? ' 
Ham. Doll thon think, Alexander look'd o'thii 
fafhion i'the eanh ? 
Hor. E'en fo. 
Ham. Andfmelt fo? pah! 

[Throws down tht fcull. 

Hor. E'en" fo, my lord. 

Ham. To what bafe nfes we may return, Hora- 
tio ! Why may not imagination trace the noble dull 
of Alexander, till he find it Hopping a bnng-hole? 

X 4 
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Hor. 'Twere to conudcr too curioufly, to con- 
fide r fo. 

Ham. No, faith, not a jot; but to follow him 
thither with raodefly enough, and likelihood to lead 
jt : As ttius'; Alexander died, Alexander was bu- 
jied, Alexander icturneth toduft ; the duft is earth; 
of earth we make loam : And why of that loam, 
whereto he was converted, might they not ftop a 
beer-barrel? 

Imperious Cxhr, 4 dead, and turn'dtd clay, 
Might flop a hole to keep the wind away : 

0, that that earth, which kept the world in awe. 
Should patch a wall to expel the winter's flaw!* 

But (oft! but foil! afidc;— Here comes the king, 

Enter Priefts, be. in proccjion ; the corpfe o/OpHE- 

1. tA, Laertes and Mourners following it; King, 
Oueen, their Trains, &C. 

The queen, the courtiers: Who is this they fol- 
low ? 

* Imperioui Cejtr,] Thus the qusno, 1604. The editor of 
tbe Fnlio fubultuted impaitl, not Luowing thai imptritu tin ufed 
in th. Came fen ft. See Vol, XVI. p. J91, u. 3; and Vol. XIX.' 
p. i5i, n. a. There are other inttaniei in the folio of a familiar 
term beinj Fuhfliiuied ia the room of a more ancient woid. See 
p, $14, n. 4. Malohe, 

* .oiinlif'i fliw :] Winter"! IfoJ. JOHWSOM. 

So, iu Hariil t*J Sfitu, i5o4 : 

„ no doubt, thii ftormy j!aK, 

■' That Ncpiune feut to tail us bo tbii Chore. 1 ' 

Tiis quartot read— to expel the vtttr'l flaw. SIUVEHI. 

Sec Vol. XIV. p. sGo, n. 3. A_/Uur meant 1 ruddrnguflor wind. 

So, iu Hoiio'i Italian Didlonary, 1S98: Groppo, ajtav), or 

ierritof wind." Scc^ti; Cotgravc's Diaionsi/, 161II " Lit 4t 

xtKl, , s fl.j! orJTsu- of wind/ MALOKE. ■ 
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And with fuch maimed rites ! s This doth betoken, 
The corfe, they follow, did with defperate hand 
Fordo its own life.' Twas of fome eftate : 8 
Couch we a while, and mark. 

[Retiring with Horatio. 

Laer. What ceremony elfe? 

Ham. That is Laertes, 

A very noble youth: Mark. 

Laeh. What ceremony clfe? 

1. Priest.' Her obfequies have been as far en- 
Jarg'd 

As we Lave warranty :* Her death was t 
And, but that great command o'erfways the on 
She fhould in ground unfanflify'd have lodg'd 
Till the laft trumpet; for charitable prayers, 
Shards, 1 flints, and pebbles, lhould be thrown 



• nalaiirilu !] IroptTfraobfequid; Johnson. 

„!J"°° """"" M T °'"" «••>• 
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Yet here flie is allow'd her virgin cranls, 4 
Her maitien flrewments, and the bringing horn© 
Of bell and burial." 

Laer. Mud there no more be done? 

1 . Priest. No more be done 

We fhould profane the fervice of the dead. 
To ling a requitm, 6 and fuch reft to her 
As to peace-parted fouls. 

Laeh, Lay her i'the earth — . 
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And from her fairand unpolluted flefli 

May vioicts fpring ! ? — I tell thee, churlifh pried, 

A minift'ring angel fliall my lifter he, 

When thou licft howling. 

Ham. What, the fair Ophelia ! 

Queen. Sweets to thefweet: Farewell! ' 

[Scattering Jlowers. 
I hop'd, thou fhould'fthave been my Hamlet's wife ; 
I thought, thy bride-bed to have deck'd, fweet 
maid. 

And not have ftrew'd thy grave. 

■I. aer. -O, treble woe 

Fall ten times treble on that eurfed head, 
Whole wicked deed thy mod ingenious fenfe 
Depriv'd thec of! — Hold off the eartb a while. 
Till I have caught heronce more in mine arms: 

[Leaps into the grave. 
Now pile your daft upon the quick and dead ; 
Till of this flat a mountain you have made, 
To o'er-top old Pelion, or the fkyifli head 
Of blue Olympus. 

Ham. [Advancing.] What is he, whofe grief 
Bears fuch an emphafis? whofe phrafe of f otto w" 
Conjures the wand' ring ftars, and makes them Hand 
Like wonder-wounded hearers? this is 1, 
Hamlet the Dane. Leaps into thegravt. 

Laer. The devil take thy foul! 

[Grappling with him. 

Ham. Thou pray'ft not well, 
I pr'ythee, take thy fingers from my throat ; 
For, though I am not fplcnetivc and rafli, 

J J,m iir fair and yi(tlhltijl<!h 

Haj vioUt, fftin j] Tlfui , P-rj! U1 , M.I = 

«* MiCtcatui viols i" SiJiiysHJ. 
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Yet have I in me fomething dangerons, 
Which let thy wif Jom fear : Hold off ihy hand. 

Kmc. Pluck them afunder. 

Queen. Hamlet, Hamlet! 

All.' Gentlemen,— — 

Hor. Good my lord, be quiet. 

[The Attendants pari them, and they come out of 
the grave. 

Ham. Why, 1 will fight with him. upon thij 
theme, 

Until my eyelids will no longer wag. 

Qui en. U my fon ! what theme? 

Ham. I lov'd Ophelia ; forty thonfand brothers 
Could not, with all their quantity of love 
Make up my fnm. — What wilt thou do for her? 

King. O, he is mad, Laertes. 

Queen. For love of God, fotbear him. 

Ham. 'Zounds, fhow me what thon'lt do : 
.Woul't weep? wouft fight? woul't fafl? woul't 

tear thyfelf? 
Woul't drink up Efil? eat a crocodile ?' 



* ill. &i ] TMi ii itflored from tbe quanoi. StieTekI. 

» tfturt driii up EUI ? cat j fitoJUi >I This word hai t! 
ill the edition! been diFUuguHhrd by Ilalick chjraaen, ; 
wire the proper name of Come river ; and fn. 1 dir. far, 
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I'll do't. — Doft tlioa come here to whine? 
To outface me with leaping in bci grave? 



term, TmoBiLD. 1 
Sir T. Hanmer has, 

Will imk vf Nil*? or tal * trtfiilit 
Hamlet certainly meant [for In iavi be willr=»t) to dare Utiles 
lo attempt any tiling, however difficult or unnatural ; and might 
fafely promiie- to follow Itic example hit aniagouiil vrat lo fet, in 
diainiog the channel of i liver, 01 trying bit teeth nn in animal 
wbofe fcalei are fuppofed to be impenetrable. Hid Sbalfpeare 
meant to mitt Hamlet fay— (V.fr lies drat whuff 1 he probably 
would nol have ufid tbe lerro drink up; viKitr.il mum, totally la 
iihetjl; neither il ihat challenge very maguifieeot, which only 
provofcei an advetfaiy to hazard a fil of tbe heart-burn or the 
tolick. ■ 

The conmeQtator'i YJrt would ferve Himlei'i turn or mine. 
Tbil river ii twice mentioned bv S'Owc, p. ;35 : *' it (Unoe.b a 
good diflance (rnm the liver IJtll, but bath a feOnre on IJst of 
Incredible flieogth." 

Again, by Drayloo, in the 34th Song of his / :'t»IHmt 

" The one o'er lfill'i bankt tbe ancient Snoni taught ; 
" At Oatr-lfM relli, the other did apply t — " 



d could not be unknown 10 any prince 
of Denmark. Sti evens. 

Wnft ii a tontraaion of vnldifi, [wonlilefl thool and peiliapi 
ought rather to be written uould'fi. The quarto, 1604, bat ijl. 
In the folio the word it fpelt tjill. Erjfl or tijrt it vinegar. Tlie 
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Be buried quick with her, and To will I: 

And, if Hum prate of mountains, let them throv* . 



word ii uftd bp Chaucer, and Skelton, and by Sir Thomas More; 
Knit, p. It. edit. iS5j ■. 

" _ iv Vh fowir potion 

" It thou paine LBp tali, remember therewithal 

<• How ChriA lor thee taBcd tijd and gill." 
The word is alto found in Mintheu's Didionary, 1617, and in 
Coles' Latin Didionary, 1679. 

Our poet, at Di. Farmer hai obreried, liai again employed the 
fame wold in his mtb Sonnet: 

- lite a willing patient I will drink 

>' Potions of (j/i(r B ainft my ftrong infection [ " 




thetalkheunderukei, 

n H 1 : pointed 

.our. Hamlet it only mining of difficult or painful exertion,. 
Every man can weep, fight, fall, [ear liitnfrlf, drink a potion of 
Vinegar, and eat a p icct of a diffeded crocodile, bowivir difagrec- 
able; for I have no doubt that the poet utcs the words fat a trt- 
iciile, for tat of a crocoditt. We yet tife the fame pbiafEology^n 

On the pbiafe Mil up no fliers can be laid, fbr Our poet him 
employed the fame cipteflion in his 1141)1 Sonnet, without any 
idea of «i/irfr) ainJUni, and merely as fynonynious to drink : 
" Or whether dolb my mind, being crown'd tilth yon, 
" Drink «f the mopaich'1 plague, this llatteiy ?" 
Again, in the fume Sonnet; 

» __'tis flattery in my feeing, 
'1 And my great mind molt kingly tfrnl) it if. 
Again, in Titan tj Alkali 

" And Low his filenee Mnlt up bis applaufe." 
In Sbakfpearc'i time, aiat prcfent, to iriit up, often meant net 
more than limply to drink. So, in Florio's Italian Did. 1598 : 
" StlUn, to ftp ot /of any drink." In like manner we lame; 
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Millions of acres on us ; till our ground. 
Singeing Iiis pate againll the burningzone. 
Make OfTa like awart! Nay, an thou'lt moutli, 
I'll rantas wellas thou. 

Queen. This is mere madnefs;' 

And thus awhile the fit will work on him j 
Anon, as patient as the female dove. 
When that her golden couplets are difclos'd, 3 
Hisfilencc will fit drooping. 
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Ham. * Hear you, fir; 

What is thcrealbn that yon nfe me thus? 
I lov'd you ever: But ii is no matter ; 
LctHcrcnlcs himfelfdo xvhat he may, 
The cat will mew, and dog will have hit day. 

[Exit. 

King. I pray thee, good Horatio, wait upon 

him. [ Exit Horatio. 

Strengthen your patience in onrlaft night's fpeech. ; 

[Te Laertes. 
We'll pnttlie matter to the prefent puih. — 
Good Gertrude, let Come watch over your fan.— 
This grave lhall have a living monument: 
An hour of quiet fhortly 1 Jhall we fee ; 
Till then, in patience our proceeding be. [Exeunt. 



SCENE II. 

A Hall in tin Cajttc. 

Enter Hamlet and Horatio. 

Ham. So mnch for this, fir: now fhall you fee 
the other; — 
Yon do remember all the circumfiance ? 
Hon. Remember it, my lord ! 
Ham. Sir, in my heart there was a kind of fight- 
ing. 

That would not let mefleep! methought, I lay 



1 Sir, in hi; h«t iUr, <v a , „ iind c!/.gilh S , 

Tin o/oufi nj/ iff mJUif, fcc] So, in 17«i7m <md Cri/fida 
m Wllhio my foul ihtre doth commtou a fight, 
" Of Hail ftrangc uamic," &c. 
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Worfc than the murines in the bilboes. s Raflily, 
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And prais'd be raflinefs for it, — Let us know. 



Harnlel, however, rrlurned to Denmark, wiihoul marrying the 
kioe, of England's daughin, uho, ii ihould item, had ook been 

tbt courtiers drunk, and hiving burnl_ them Jo death, by (ci Ling 

dumber, and tilled liiin, >■ jii-inp him (f.yi in. rclalrr) furh I 
violent blowe upon the chine "f the nick, dial he cut uji bead clean 
from ihe IhoulJe..." I Hi. Gfnat. F. 3. 

Be ii rttrwardi f»id to h»V« been crowned king of Denm.rk. 

Op!'ioi"oti wl.il Ihiv fe. ii d lieii ill .lie caufc bef.ie Ihem, and 

evi'drw/in open co.fr I. I p-,M! ,-. l.i-„ SL from Sl.it- 

fp, are's drama no p,o,.f. ef li.t ^,Ai uf liof, ,ic i; Guilden- 

flern ran b< coll.atd. They may be conviatd by the black Letter 
biliorvi bji if the tragedy forbears id criminal!, ii hai no right 
lo friiltnie lliem. Tbil il fnflicieut lot the con rr . ntalor'l purpnfe. 
It ii not hi I office to Lnlc.prel thl pl.yl uf Sl.akfpcare according 
lo tie novell 0" which they arc fou,,,!cd, novel* which the poet 
fometimrs lolloped, but ■< often rtvaieiially dcferlcd. Perliip. he 
never confined hiiufelr uiidly lo the plan of any one of hit 
originals. Hii negligence of poctic'k juft.rc i. notorious; nor can 
we eiptfl iliai he who v-ss cotueut [o ftciiiice ilic pious Ophelia, 
fliould have been more Iciuj-uIoiii about ihe "ortliUfi lives of 

Iratedy bifoie US, Iheir deaths appear holh nan ion and uupio- 



6 routines i« Ik' HI'i-i.} Ifii'ied, the French word foe 

feditioui or dilobcditni fellows in the aimy or fleet. Bitten, tint 
fhifi /-ri/in. JoHhJON. 

To nilini nil formerly iifed for to mufrij. See p. 119, n. 5. 
Sn, nulrin, for ma/r'ne., or milium 1 " an homme mniia." Fi. a 
mu.inous or fedilioi.s peiTon. In Til Mij/urW. e j JrHnr, 1 
tragedy, l5Sj, Itic adjcUivc is ufed : # 

Mmvoni. 

The Hlhtl is a l.ar of iron with fellers anneied lo It, hy which 
ttutinous or diforderly Tailors wise anciently linked together, llio 
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Our indifcretion fometimes fcrves us well. 
When 7 our deep plots do pall; * and thai ffioald 
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There's a divinity that fhapcs our ends,' 
Rough-hew them how we will. 8 

Hor. That is moll certain. 

Ham. Up from my cabin, 
My fea-gown fcarfd about me, in the dark 
Grop'd I to find out them: had my defire; 
Einger'd their packet; and, in fine, withdrew 
To mine own room again : making fo bold, 
My fears forgetting manners, to unfeal 
Their grand commiffioo ; where I found, Horatio, 
A royai knavery ; an exatfl command,— 
Larded with many feveral forts of reafons," 
Importing Denmark's health, and England's too. 



Tbe iditor of the next quarto, for p all, Cubflituied Jail. Th» folia 
rcidt,— 

flin eur dear pish di pauie. 
Mr. Pope and the lubrequeot cJiton read,— 

bnt full aud fail are by no meau, likely 10 have been tOnfnnnded.' 
I have therefore adhered to tbe old eopiei. In Atlinj tad Clopahm 
oar poet has tiled tlie pariieiple : 

" 1 11 never follow tliy pair J fortune! more.™ M&loNi. 

Rducli-hew lira Kim im will. ] Ur. Farmer inform! me, thlt 
Ibtte »ord! pre merely technical. A wool-man, butcher, nod 
dealer in Jiians, lately obferved 10 him thai hit nephew, (an idle 

lid ) ruuld only a./r,I trim In tii.lJ.Iii,; liitra ; •' he rould taugk- 

Jio then., bufc I »as obliged If." fafc !i,ir nil." Whoever 
lecollriU the jrofcfliun of Snakiprare'l father, will admit thai hi* 
Ton might be no [tranter [o fu c li a icim. I tuve frequently feen 
packed of wool pini.'d up viiih filmm. Stfevfns. 

a very pnorenuccit, f.mndtd on an equivoque between rra/anrand 
tafia, which In S ha tip rare! lime were undoubtedly pronounced 
alike. StUl oSraifM, fii^ati, &c. is ihe common pbrafeology ot 
fbopi.— Wc have the fine quibble in soother play. Malonh. . 

I fnfpefi no nuibble or conceit in there word] of Hamlet. In one 
of Ophelia - ! ion S i a Cmilar pbiafc bit already occurred j "Latdli 
all »iih fwect fiowers.' 1 To tatd lay thing with riiyfm, however, 
war a praaice unknown lo ancient cookery. Stuvcni. 



igitizod b/Coogl 
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With, ho ! fuch bugs and goblins in my life, 3 — 
That, on the fuperviie, no leifure bated,* 
No, not to flay the grinding of the axe. 
My head fliould be flrnck off. 

Hor. Is'tpoffible? 

Ham. Here's the commiffion; read it at more 

But wilt tbon hear now bow 1 did proceed ? 
Hor. Ay, 'befeech yon, 

Ham. Being ihas benetted round with villanies,' 
Or I could make s a prologue to my brains. 
They had begun the play; 6 — 1 fat me down; 

* WUk,^ Jo .' /act tup and gtilint n of lift, ] With /nci tatftt tf 
A iuf wu no left a lerrifick being til m i goblin. So, inSpeofer't. 



Sec Vol. XV. p. 170, o. j. MALUM. 

» no hifvt baled, ) Battt, for alltwti. To si ait, ngniEei 

to dtduB; thii dedudion, when applitd 10 (be ptrfon in whofo 
favour it ii made, ij tailed jn tlUuaatt. Hentc he takci the 
liberty of uGng haltd for alhuitd. Wakbuktom. 

No liifau ialii — roeiuj, without aoy aitimnt or intetmlQIon. of 



_] Or in old EngliOi ogniEed aifirt. See 



another, or by a regular drduflion of conference-, but before he 
ttuld mail a prolog to ii> frmir, Uif had (ifua the li'forc 
he could fummoii bii ficuhies, and propofe to liimlclf what fliould 
he done, a complele ftbeme of aflion' prefciitcd Ilfelf IO bim. 
His mind operated before he bad excited it. Tbii appeali (o me 
to be tbe meaning. Johhioh. 

Y 3 



3a6 



HAMLET, 



Devis'd a new commifiion ; wrote it fair : 
I once did hold it, as par (btifts do, 5 
A bafeners to write fair, 6 and labour'd much 
How to forget that learning ; but, fir, now 
It did me yeoman's fervice:' Wilt thou know 
The efTea of what I wrote? 

Hor, Ay. good my lord. 

Ham. An earncft conjnraiinn from the king-^. 
As England was his faithful tributary; 
As love between them like the palm might flou- 

riQi ; 1 • 
As peace fhoold Rill her wheaten garland wear. 
And iland a comma 't'.vceu their amities ; 1 

1 (srflaiift, i,,,] Ajfc^lfaajlj/j/nw. So, iaShirW, 

■Bmn*i Cmiliir, i6 4 o: 

ttmt tiei. v.if c , a Jlmjl' 

A E au, in nsfijonfnn 1 ! Migitluk Lti,t 

" Will fo.W /0U Oil, a f tt ,e, from a SfEEVEKi. 

hi Mo ^° n f 'l>e f fir«t .ntn of Sb»Up«i 

! f r*ir JidS,ldi:. m eur JUHJ, 
^ '« 1 " ' hsv= in n,y time, (f lv , Mon- 

; 7 , * D . C ,omc > " hu b - v «"""ig tlirf cirntHly get both Itaiii 
™d l>vu fi , |o difjvuv; their =pprrnLitr,gt, m arr= their pen, 
lit f !' ( "™'' "'Z" ""'V" ° («('*«■" I'lotio'. trinOir 
1 The mtmiog, I believe, i s , fib 
»V ■/'/"' /"vml, Ur 7 ( 0mi 
i". Tbe > D da Q . ,„„,„ w, 
" Theft were llir fnod arctic 



i* TV.."'' I*' fi ' r * Thi. compirlion li [iilpto. 

rat. l h= „ e l, leou , ft.ii Boml(b a plha ., lcc ... |d .; „ 

-*'>''/*;•' -1 romrn, Ws „,,-,;„., T | le tsp „(noo of 

,i',.r ■ °' likt "! r ! T..t^, i..:c.„K- t 0 „[i, a i ot d aD d 
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And many fuch like as's of great charge," — 
That, on [he view and knowing of ibefc contents, 
Without debatement further, more, or left, 




HAMLET, 



Hon. How was this feal'd? 

Ham. Why, even in that was heaven ordinant; 
1 had my fattar's fignet in my purfe, 
Which was the model of that JJauilh feat: 3 
Folded the writ up in form ot the other ; 
Sobfcrib'd it; gave't die imprefiion ; plae'd it fafely, 
1 he changeling never known : * Now, the next day 
Was our fea-fight ; and what to this was fequent 
Thou know'll already. 

Hon, So Guildenflcrn and Rofencrantz. go to't. 

Ham. Why, man, 5 they did make love to this 
employment; 
They are notnear my conference ; their defeat 
Does by their own infmuation grow : 6 
' l is dangerons, when the bafer nature comes 
Between thepafsand fell incenfed points 
Of mighty oppofites. 

Hon. Why, what a king is this! 

Ham. Does it not, think thee,' ftand me now 
upon ? 

He that hath kill'd my king, and whor'd my mother; 
Popp'd in between the election and my hopes ; 

Ihrir fins: anoihtr pToof of Hamlei't chiiftiao-like difpoEdon. 



* tj tiiir n»» infinoalioo — ] JnJtnWijn. for conupilf 

ppllUdinj ihemMvct in!" hi> ftrvicc. WAKECKTOH. 

T.y llieir hiving infmualed ot Ihruft Ihcoirtlvei iolo the employ, 
pcut. IIaloue. 

J __ . think ««,] i, e. bclbink ihee. MALOKfl. 
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Thrown out his angle* for my proper life, 
And with fuch cozenage ; is't not perfeft confcience, 
To qait him 3 with this arm? and is't not to be 
damn'd, 

To let this canker of our nature come 
In further cviL ? 

Hon. It molt be fliortly known to him from 
England, 

What is the ilTue of the bufinefs there. 

Ham, It will be lhoit: the interim is mine; 
And a mari's life's no more than to fay, one. 
But I am very forry, good Horatio, 
That to Laertes I forgot myfelf ; 
For by the image of my caufe, I fee 
The portraiture of his : I'll count his favours : * 
But, fure, the bravery of his grief did pnt me 
Into a towering paffion. 

Hor. Peace; who comes here? 



■ Tircun out li) angle — 1 An angli in Sliakfpeaie'i lime Cgnified 
a filhing-rod. So, in Lyiy-» Sapie end PUs, iSni : 

" Plan. But ]i« may bleb fifbing, that caught fucn a one in Ibe Tea. 
" Yiaui. It wal not with an angle, my boy, but with a net." 

* To qui! Aim — .] To requite hint ; 10 pay liim his due. JOHNSQri. 

Tlni piffjge, 11 well at the three following fpeichei, is not in 
the qairtoi. Steevens. 

' /';( count lii fivtuTi:] Thui the folio. Mr. ftowe firS 

rnailc the attention, which ii perhapj uoneeeGary. I'll count hit 



Hnmlft may refer to former eiiritiiiei of Laertes, and weigh 
them afjluft his lite intemperance of behaviour; or may mhJ 
on fucli lindpctl as ht eipedcd to receive in tonlequence of a 
pcdiuled rttontilijuon. Sieevikj. 



HAMLET, 



Enter Osrick. 

Osb. Your lordfliip is right welcome back to 
Denmark. 

Ham. I humbly thaokvou, fir. — Doftknowthis 
water-fly? 1 

Hon. No, my good lord. 

Ham. 1'hy ftate is the more gracious ; For 'tis a 
vice lo know him : He hath much land, and fertile: 
leta bcafl be lord ofbeafls, and his crib fliall (land 
at the king's mefs: 'Tis a chough; 4 but, as 1 fay, 
f]i3cious in the poirefllon of dirt. 

Osr. Sweet lord, if yottv loriiiliifi were at leiCnre, 
I fbould impart a thing to you from his majefly. 

Ham 1 will receive it, Gr. with all diligence of 
fyi,it: Your bonnet to bis right ufe ; 'tis for the 
bead, 

Osr. I thank ynnr lordfhip, 'tis very hot. 
Ham. No, believe me, 'tis vety cold; the wind 
is northerly. 

Osr. It is indifferent cold, my lord indeed. 



Mtr.Hyfj A tttttr-fi Ddpi op aiid 
.•irr, wllliout u.y jppir.ni purp 
pr.-pir emblem of i bufy LiiHcr. 

iff CrijjUt uftd as 9 Itrro of Itj 



Wai-r-fl} ts in r-ci'ai "-J f> i ■)!..'.! .lT.-iI as a [trm of repToaill, lot 
iini-wf (Wi />«„ /a«if.(/i o/ fit. "How (f.yiThcrfilt.) the poot 

WO.IJ it prilcicd -llll furll w,!,--Jli»-, d!Klt,uli«lt Hf HfllHrt.- W s t (f . 

JKh art gum. Tliii infeS in Chauui .it>ioit. a tiling of no value. 
C.i.'dAki v. Mr. l.iiL- .ari tduiou : 



" IAj moimlUtCr Joi'u;] C| i (Ml." HOLT WH 

1 *Tii i lisiifrii] A lind of jackdaw, Johhson 

S(! Vol. XII. p. ill, a. t. StEtvUNJ. 
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Ham. Butyet, methinks, il isveiy fultryandhot; s 

Dsn. Exceedingly, my lord ; it is very fnltry," — 
as 'twere, — I cannot tell how. — My lord, his ma- 
jefiy baik mc iignify to you, that lie has laid a great 
wager on your head; Sir, this is the matter, — 

Ham. 1 befeech you, remember 5 — 

[Hamlet moves him to put on his hat. 

Osn, Nay, good my lord ; for my cafe, in good 
faith.' Sir," here is newly come to court, Lacvlcs : 



* But Jtl, Billliiij, il ii iirf full'} Si.] Hamlel il heie playing 
iiicr Ili« tame hrte viiib Ofiict, which be hid loiDacrly done with, 
folonim. Stieveni. 

« di w, ionf (iiitd — ] The folioi lead — jtr »y coro- 

s Ux\oo. »TL«via>. 

■ 1 >.-, il h /«lh,,] 

" Accipil cudroniidcin ; fi iliiL-iii milao, lurj.ll." Jim, 

: I htfiitl ;(■, rimtHbarl " Kinmta itt. jmr fxilcff," I be. 
licve, Hamlet .-oulJ hive laid, il Le hid „„t htc i„ minified. 

■ ' I'.cmewbir lliv tonriefy," he could nm pt.lTibly have (nil, and 
ll] C r : foit ihii ifarupl haiiOM may [live lo cr>uli.,n an cmeudalion 
..liiih I piopoful in L»n J.*i..r'i Ljji, Vol. VII. p. JoB, a. 6, 
i.here Ariuado fayt, — ■• / rf( :</«t( iffi. iim.'iw iliy couil.fv ; — 



pran IoIdvi been l!.c crmmo-i Il.(..i:i orrnemuny ill our 
i lime. "" Why do ynu [Lnd t-.fi [fc»i one of Die 

i in Florio'i Si coi.ii Fiiitii, i5 5 i ] vn. do yuuifelf wrong, 
mc e „o: Ii,, ; lf pii„ i.i, {,:„..,-,) id,, ii „, ,„/,." 
a, in J An. Wo, in /„, p(j O t */i, by Ma.ffia.gei, iG33 : 

1' You keep youi hat oH ? " Malone, 
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HAMLET, 



believe me, an abfolute gentleman, full of moft 
excellent differences, 3 of very (oh fociety, and great 
Blowing: Indeed, to fpeak feelingly 4 of him, he is 
the card or calendar of gentry, 6 for you Jliall find 
in bim the continent of what part a gentleman would 
fee. 6 

Ham. Sir, his defincment fuffcrs no perdition in 
you — though, 1 know, to divide him inventorially, 
would dizzy the aritlmietick of memory; and yet 
but raw neither,' in refped of his quick fail. But, 



•Sir, kc] The folio omit! Ihll and the following fourteen 
fptichcs ; and in their place fubfUtnttl only, "Sir, yoo are ng( 
iguorani of uhat execlleoce Lacrtci ii at Ins u«pon." 

Stiivchi. 

1 full ej mtf ilullut mnmu,] Full of HJliigiaJhing 

cellcuciei. Johks.im. 

_ ' feelingly-] The firft qaailo re ad .,—J,Uhfl,, So' 

>• To thine. ^ &1« =■ fill"'' P"!f« belong.." Stieveh.. 

1 Ii, card II eilmdl! c/ t>!*h},] The general preceptor of 

elegance ; the cird by which a genitcoiaa i. to dired oil courfe ; 
Ihe celnJar by which he i. to choole hi. time, that what ha doe» 

' I" Jtvjhail kit it Hi lit inlinnl tf vial fori a (rtt.'r. 

tio« Bta',4 /«.; fn fitll fad t:a iMra.ni-j- and compiling evert 
tQ-Wf orh.c.1 a jra.'.c»«- would Uef.'e <o lor icoilauoa. 

1 know not but ii Ibould he read, IV. J»ali /-.J- tin Hi taaCiatar. 

' *>, ii. ^imnl Sit. ] Tbi. it deGgced ai a fpecineo. aod 

The feole io T.iiglilri it. "Sir. he f'jrr. nai'.oj yo..i aciount 

be cndicfti yet when -e bid done n u 1 btH. ifwaald H.ll toie 




I believe raw to be Ihe right word ; it is a word of great latitude i 
raw Liguiiici nnrifr, inmituil, thence- unfirmid, imf.jtH, mJtUJnl. 
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in the verity of extolment, I take him to be a foul 
of great article; s and his infufion of fuch dearth* 
and raienefs, as, to make true dielion of him, his 
femblableis his rriirrour ; and, who clfc would trace 
him, his nmbrage, nothing more. 

Osr. Your lordfliip (peaks m oft infallibly of 
him. 

Ham. The conccnianey, Gr? why do we wrap 
the gentleman in our more rawer breath? 
Osa. Sir? 

Hon. Is't not poffible to nndcrfland in another 
tongue? You will do't, fir, really. 3 



The biftactotml of him would be iifnfiS, io tefpea of hia d\iiik 
fail. Tli= phtafe juitt Jcit wai, I fuppoft, a proverbial 1C im for 
uBivitj sjm*i. Johnson. 




Theobald hai Gleully fulHtuied wtlj for tnUj. I tliink Ho. 
Iillo'i fpeech ii addi'tffed lo Hamlet. ' Anttka tongut doc« noi mean 
•9 t eontcivc, plaiatr Unguagl, (al Dr. Johotbu fjppofcd, ) but 
" language fo faniattieal and alFeatd ai to have ilie appearance of 
a jlTtipt " and in ibc following woids Horatio, 1 think, 



334. 



HAMLET, 



Ham. What imports die nomination of this ' 
gentleman ? 

Osii. Of Laertes ? 

Hon. His purfe is empty already ; all his golden 
Ham. Of him, fir. 

Osr. 1 know, you aTe not ignorant — ■ 

Ham. I would, you did, fir; yet, in faith, if yon 
did. it would not much approve me ; 4 — Well, fir. 

Osr. You are not ignorant of what excellence 
Laertes is — 

Ham. 1 dare not eonfefs iliat. left I fhould com- 
pare with him in excellence ; s but, to know a man 
well, were to know himlelf. 

Osr. I mean, fir, for his weapon ; but in the im-i 
putation laid on him by them, in his meed fi he's 
unfellow'd. 

Ham, What's his weapon ? 

Osr. Rapier and dagger. 

mcam ro praift Hamlcl for imitating tbii kind of babbit fo nappil.. 
J fufpea, howtvtr, (hit the poet wrol.— Iil fu J,Ui nit to under, 
ftlnii in a mo/ilr ls*(vl ? 

Ill of grammai, whcicnf llic uk id l«tj;ut is tmi.ll, in » 

foreine tongue more." The author in hit libit of Eirala fljlt, it 
Oiould liave faeru prinltd_iH atlill tongue. MALOKE. 

1 if ft, did.il tinU «(( mint appTovt nr/] If V'ou kntw 

I mi not ignorant, put tfleem would not much ninatt n>7 it- 

not pittend to know him.' IcA I fhould pretend to in .Quality : no 
- il the uimou extent of human wildom. JOHMIOH. 

Se«~VoL XV. p' 
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HAMLET, 



the carriages, in faith, are very clear to fancy, very 
refponfive to the hilts, moft delicate carriages, and 
of very liberal conceit. 

Ham. What call yon the carriages ? 

Hon. I knew, you mull be edified by ibe mar- 
gent, 3 ere you had done. 

Ostt. The carnages, fir, are the hangers. 

Ham. The plirafe would be more german 9 to the 
matter, if we conld carry a cannon by our fides; I 
would, it might be hangers till then. Bot, on: Six 
Barbary horfes again!! fix French fwords, their 
affigns, and three liberal-conceited carriages; that's 
the French bet againft the Danifh : Why is this im- 
pawn d, as you call it? 

Osr. The king, fir, hath lay'd,* that in a doien 



" Urn, Oat psjrl of girdle and Imgtri, of Giver purle, and 
LUllotcd filkt. 

" /dm, One payre of girdler and »a*£«j upon while taiieni." 
Til tangin ran in so oblique direction from ihe middle oi ibe 
forepart of the gitdle acrofs ibe left thigh, and were attached lo ihe 

■ l»« hiijI bi liifii t; til maif-eol,] Dr. Warburlon very 

properly obfervei. Ilia! in the old booti Ihe glofi oi comment wai 
ulually primed on the margem of ibe leaf. So, in Decker 1 ! Hssifi 
Kauri, Part II, iG3o: 

• • I lead 



>• A foil . 

" He quoted hire and there, 
« With maun in 111* lt.. S »/ fit" kc. 
Thil fpeetti ii omilted in the folio. Sii rv.in. 
■ — mtri german — ] More t-H*. . JuMBSOM. 
So, in Til Wijdr'j Tb/ii " Tbofe thai are lo him, though 

removed fifty tlmei, Dull come under ibe hangman." 



! Tii ii*f,jiV, Mi ttfd,) Thii v 
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pafies between yoorfelf and bins, he dial I not ex- 
ceed you three hits; he hath laid, on twelve for 
nine; and it would come to immediate trial, if )our 
lord/hip would vouctilafe the anfwer. 

Ham. How, if I anfwer, no? 

Osr. I mean, my lord, the oppofitiori of your 
perron in trial. 

Ham. Sir, I will walk here in the hall: If it, 
plcafe his majefty, it is the breathing time oF day 
with me: let the foils be brought, the gentleman 
willing, and the king hold his purpofe, 1 will win _ 
for him, if I can ; ifnot, I will gain nothing bat 
my lhame, and :hc odd hits. 

Osr. Shall I deliver you fo ? 

Ham. To this effeel, fir; after what aourifb. yout 
nature will. 

Osr. 1 commend my duty to yonr lordfhip. 

[ Exit. 

' Ham, Yours, yours. — He does well, to commend 
it himfclf; there are no tongues die Tor's turn. 

In a dozen pr.fTei one mufl exceed llie olliei ronit or leli than Ihree 
hit). Not can I comprehend, how, in 1 dozen, llieie can be ' 
tt.tlue 10 nine. The pifTnge « of no imporuner ; itii ruffieiest 

The fX,-H, wtV ,»/<.< Johns™. E 

As Hircc nr four complete pajn would [c.lh-.Ij linlj ilie retnarki 

BjunicMtd to w iuMSS. on ttii .111 uniiiipi. fimt plffajjs, 1 (hilt 

n.embe- S of Bjoofces",, or the jockey-Club^ Kcwmaiket.^ «h(f 

and raoB fucitfjfolly beftir ihtmfclvci in [lie (old unpoetitk dabble 
of calculation. STEtvani. 

Vol. XXII. Z 



335 HAMLET, 

Hon. This lapwing runs away with tlie fliell on 

Ham. He did comply with his dug, before he 
fuck'a it. 6 Thas has he (and many more of the 
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Tame breed, 7 tbat, I know, the droffy age dotes on,) 
only got the tune of the time, and outward habit 
of encounter; 8 a kind of yefty collection, whicli 
carries them through and through the mod fond 
and Winnow' d opinions ; " and do but blow them to 
their trial, the bubbles are out.* 



Sec before, A3 II. fc. ii : « Itt me amply iviib you in tbli 

(lib." Tmwhitt. 

' and many Bin of Ht fimt breed,] Tin firft folio fa* — 

,n,t mine ur> o/ H, f„ m t heavy. Tlit ficond folio — and nine 
im fcc. Perhaps the htl is [he true reading. Steevuh. 

There may lie □ propriety in iiej, as be hai jull called him a 
Up wing. Toll ei. 

" Many more of [he fame breed," is lac reading of [lie quario, 

■ outward iaiil if namlir,] Thus [he folio. The quartos 

read — «V ff hjbilof encounter. Siebvins. 

Outward Mil if atnattr, is exterior politeuefs of addrcfsi in 



• ■ fiaj „j yt&y lollitlht, -filth carrier rim Ibcugi an, 

Uroufl Id mojt food and mnwii ,p\ni,ni,\ Thii palace in ihi 
quarto Hand, skull — "They hive got oui of the hihil of to. 
counter, a kind of mifiy coUcSion, which canics them through 

primer pjefcrved any tracts of the original, our author wrote, 

finn'J anil rXr.cn-- i. ? 

The meaning is, " theft men have got the tant of the day, a 
fllperfieial readinefs of Ditht and ctlrfory innvnf.iiiori, a kind Ol 
frothy collection of fiGi ion able prattle, which j- — : 



oarro, i6oi, reads, .dottt on i inly got the lutie of 

, and out of »n habit," Set. and — not nujlj, hut ii/?j; 
rightly, y((Tj .- [be lame quarto hat not Ircnnoa-nrJ, buir»— 
corruption of uhnvu ) l\>- whirl, (:„ ceding [O [he uftial 

MALONE, 

aid. Fond, in the language 

7, 1 



HAMLET, 



Enter a Lord. 

Loud. My lord, 3 his majetly commended him to 
you by young Ofrick, who brings back lo him, that 
you attend him in the hall: He fends to know, if 
yourplcafure hold to play with Laertes, or that you 
will take longer time. 

Ham. I am conllant to mypurpoTes, they Follow 

of Sl.akfpcire's age, fignif ed pslifi. So, in Til Mirtiar.1 of Vmicn 

• • Thou mughiy jiiler, wby an thou !o Jed," Sc. 
JFimtmd is Jtflrd, ••emimd. The fcuft it then, dm ilieir ion. 



Aeeveni, 

Maid, fni * and died, occur together in Martham't Etgli/h Hmf- 
landman, p. 117. *5o do fin'J anil uinnow'd, fanurif anil win. 
nonrrri in fail //ii/IW'J, p. iS, ;6, and 77. S3, Shakfpeare men. 
tioni together tbe fan and wind in TVw.'ki unJ Cr?j':.'a, ASV.fr; iii. 

ought in .cirl, " the moll /jam/ i-.il winnowed opinions:" and I 
have been coclirmtd in thai eODjcBuri bj a nalige 1 J)lely met 
within HmMfi LtKiri, where fpeaking of a nun merely toolem- 
pl.iive, be fays, " BcDdo he may want jurtaemenl in the choice 

Weighing or BUMBl.f /if /MlAjC P/fri.M." Book lit. Le.le. vili. 

■ in fui f/um /Sera fee. ] Thcfs men of fhow, without 

folidiiy, arc like bubble! raifed from [bap md water, which dance, 
and glilitr, anil plcafe ihc e)c, tut if you ctlend llirm, by blnwing 
hard, lepirale into a mifi i fo if you oblige- theft fpciiout talkeir, 
to extend thair compafa 'of converfalion, they si once difcover the 
tenuity of their iotillerli. Johksij.s. 

1 My lt,d, tc. J All thai pjfl.s betvirrn Unalit ud thii Lcrd ii 
omitted in Ibe folio. SlriiVEHt. 

» So written "itbout ibe spollrophe, unci eafily might Id Mi. t« 
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the king's pleafuie: If his fitnefs fpeaks, mine is 
ready; now, or wuenfoever, provided I be fo able 
as now. 

Lord. The king, and queen, and all are coming 
down. 

Ham. In happy time. 

Lord. The queen defires you, to ufc fome gentle 
entertainment 4 to Laertes, before you fall to piay. 

Ham. She well inftructs mc. [ Exit Lord. 

Hor. You will lofe this wager, my lord. 

Ham. I do not think fo; fince he went into 
France, I have been in continual pra£licc ; I fhall 
win at the 'odds. 5 But thou would'fl not think, 
how ill all's here about my heart : but it is no 

Hor. Nay, good my lord,— ' 
Ham. It is but foolery; but it is fuch a kind of 
gain-giving, 6 as would, perhaps, trouble a woman. 
Hor. If your mind diflike any thing, obey it:' 

* - ■ - gcntli ntnt tixaut t— ] UiU and wmpmte coovtirnion. 

« I /h«!l mn at ih. odd.. J I Dull fuccild witU [In advantage 
that I im allowed. MaLOBE. 
' a lini of S jin- S ivi<i S , J Ctin-fUMf it th* fame fl mi/- 



HAMLET, 



1 will forcilal their repair hither, and fay, you arc 

1101 fit. 

Ham. Not a whtt, we defy augury ; there is a 
fuecial providence in the fall of a fp arrow. If it 
be now, 'tis not to come ; if it be not 10 come, it 
will be now ; if it be not now, yet it will come: 
the readinefs is all : Since no man, of aught he 
leaves, knows, what is't to leave betimes ? Let be. 

, lam, ait) ii'i it Um 

it. IbLi li tfceyrnc leading, 
.it, b/dcalh, we lofcall IbV 



(he Inrll.Qtfi of the iianfpofillon mi Ibflciicd, and the pallnge 
Hood Ihuli — Sime «i man it™ aigM pj aUI ii iitvu. For 
Mnrxl was printed ia the liter copid itl, by a flight blunder in 
fucb lypop'ipbeit. 

1 do nor think Dr. Watburlon'i interpretation of the pafTage 
tlie B-fl ihat i[ will admit. Tlie meaning miy he tbil,— Since » 
mon kws M£it sj the Hate of life mbUb i' Umu, Unci he unnot 
judge what oilier year, mat produce, .»h T lbould he be- afraid o( 
tmomg life betimet? Why fhould lie dread an caily death, of 
which lie cannot tell whether i. i. in eiclufioin of happinets, or an 
jnterception or calamity. I defpifc Ihc [uperhiiiou oi augury and 
onicru, vhUb hai no grour.il in itiloti or ,,ia. ; my comfort it, 



ifini Ti c folio 

In the lilt cditioui u either copy lias been followed. Maiohj, 
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Enter King, Queen, Laertes, lords, Osrick, and 
Attendants with foils, ire. 

King. Come, Hamlet, come, and take this hand 
from roe. 

[ The King puts the hand of Laertes into that 

of Hamlet. 
Ham. Give me your pardon, fir:' I have done 
you wrong ; 
Hut pardon it, as you are a gentleman. 
This pretence knows, and you muft needs hava 
heard, 

How J am punilh'd with a fore diflraction. 
What I have done, 

That might your nature, honour, and exception, 

Roughly awake, I here proclaim was madnefs. 

Was't Hamlet wiong'd Laertes ? Never, Hamlet: 

]f Hamlet from hinifelf be ta'en away, 

And, when he's not hinifelf, does wrong Laertes, 

Then Hamlet does it not, Hamlet denies it. 

Who does it then? iiis ;/,adnefs : li'i be to, 

Hamlet is of the faction that is wrong" d ; 

His madnefs is poor Hamlet's esemy. 

Sir," in this audience, 

Let my difclajming from a purpos'd evil 

Free me fo far in your moll generous thoughts, 

That J have (hot my arrow o'er the hotife, 

And hart my brother. 

* Givi mtysar pardon, Jit t] I nidi Hamlfi hail roadt (bine ollitr 
deftnee ; it is unfoltablc to [he cbaraflti of a good qr a btave man, 
io (liclicr timftlf in ftlfthood. Johnson. 

•. Sir, fcc. } Thii paflije I bave rtiiottU from the folio. 

- . (rilVENJ. 

Z 4 



$44 H A M L E T, 

Laer. I am fatisfietl In nature, 3 

Whofe motive, in this cale, fhould flir me moll 
To my revenge; but in my lerms ofbonotir, 
Iftandaloof; and will no reconcilement, ' 
Till by fome elder mailer 6, of known honour,* 
I have a voice and precedent of peace. 
To keep my name ungor'd : But rill rhat time, 
1 do receive your ofler'd love like love, 
And will not, wrong it. 

Ham. I embrace it freely ; 

And ivill this brother's wager frankly play. — 
Give us the foils ; come on. 

"Laeh. Come, one for me. 

Ham. I'll be your foil, Laertes; in mine igno- 



fantuflkil honour, 't hough Won is fitisfied, yet ht Hill aft 
advice of older men of ihe fnoid, whether HlijicUl Ajnjur ought 
to hS contested with Hamlet's fcbmiffion. 

There is a pallicc roiinwhjt runilar in Ik, Mud's Tugidf : 
" Evad. Will ion foi E ivc lie then ? . 
" ISlL Stay, I mufl aft mini amour firfc" Ste EVENS. 



Mirrj Wivis o/ :^aJ/j:, Vol. V. p. 3,, n. 3, ihat io Queen Eliza- 
beth's tirot there were >■ fo.ir mint ctajm of deft-nce," in the 
tity of London. They appear to haw been the referees in many 
affairs nl honour, and esacicd tribute from ill inferior pufiilioncri 
pf the art of fencing, fee. STiUVthi. 

Our poet frequently a!Iu<lt* to Englilh cufloros, and may liav. 
(lone fo here, but 1 do not believe lhat gentle™ en ever [ubullttei 

as priie-Ggliltri oiylit^p-jhljilt fljje^ though thry miphyippeaL ii 

high rant, iheir coi'l'r of Lie, aid cibblifhcd repulllion, nigh 
Willi firia propiitiy he flyled, " elder inificn, aj intwt honour.- 
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Yourfkill (hall, like a ftar i'thc darkeft night, 
Slick fiery off indeed. 

Laer. You mock me, fir. 

Ham. No-; by this hand. 

King. Give them the foils, yonng Ofiick. — 
Coufin Hamlet, 
You know the wager ? 

■Ham. Very well, my lord; 

Your grace hath laid the odds o'the weaker tide. 5 

King. I do not fear it ; I have feen you both :— 
But fince he's better'd, we have therefore odds.' 
Laer. This is too heavy, let me fee another. 
Ham. This likes me well: Thefe foils have all a 
length? [ They prepare So play. 

Osit. Ay, my good lord. 

• IW put IM hid the odd. flU ivro.ir JUi. ] Whin the 
odds »erc on the fide of Laertes, who mi to hit Hamlet twelve 
times 10 nine, it uai perbaps Ihc amber 1 , flip. Sir T. Hanmer 

rem put i»H Uid vpsti tii waltrjii, Johnson. 

I fee .10 reafou for .lining ibii pafTage. Hamlet confidrn Ibe 
thiiifs iarpn'i by ihi King, at of more value than Ihofi imporVd 
by Laen.s 1 and tlirrefore fays, ■■ tiat h e bad laid Ibe oddi an Hie 
vtat-r Ede." M. Mason:, 

Hamlt. cither mtg.nl, thai what the king had laid »al more 
valuable (ban what LaerltS flaked ; or thai 111 ihg iM mtdi iii 
lit, c advwtis' p'*M '« i believe the Gift 

is the line interpretation. In the utit line but one Ibe word tiil 
CetLaioly means u mvviUag, It lil frit,, tml Lett it may have 

a different finfc. 'Ibis is not an uncommon pradice with out 

.poll. MALQNI. 

The king bad wagered, or, Haralcl. fit fla-J.ry Infii, tgaioB • 
fiw npur,, fnitrdl, fcc. thai ii, about lualj ID one. Thefe ait 
(he C1IJ1 here mcanl. EtiTSOK. 

*S,tJ*ei ii'i tillir'J, mt Imlleiihn oii,,] Theft tddimit 
Iwihc to nine in fatoui of Hjulct, by Laenci giving biui litti. 

Jtusov. 



HAMLET. 



King. Set me the ftoups of wine 7 upon that ta- 
ble:— 

If Hamlet give the firft or fecond hit. 
Or quit in anfwer of the third exchange. 
Let all the battlements their ordnance fire ; 
The king fliall drink to Hamlet's better breath ; 
And ia the cup an union (hall he throw, J 



i _ a, flaups oj ahl~] A Jiff it a tind of Jlagso*. Sec 

Vol. V. p, 567, q, 1. SteevenI. 

Containing fomewbat raoic thin twn quant. M*loki. 

Slixp is 1 common »ord in Scotland si hit day, and denntei 
a prwitr vcffcl, iclcinbllng our win; meruit ; bui of no determi- 
nate quantity, !*.! b,i:i s sfr.cri :i = i J by ar, adj,. U d, a> .pUn-feuf, 
finl-JlMp, firrfcliia./iaf, L.c. The vtfftl io wliicb ihtj fetch ox 
keep waiti ii alio tilled in* itUf/mp. A jrtaf ej mm is there- 
fore equivalent 10 1 pilt'.icr of nine, Ritsom. 

s JnJ ir. i.5< mj> ;* union I: linu,] In fomc tditieni. 



place in all crowni. ind ioion:ti. BeBdcj. ttMii coatdii wlic 
"'Slay, give me dri'ii. Hit- Lit, lliis cteri it 'thine j 

Htix't to ih T httlib." 
Thciefore, if an tain bo a p:arl, ind an 5 gem, or ftone. 



10 fall kt 

r. fuijfcu.uc 



The bhi'm it ,1iuj mentioned in P. Holland" 1 ITaofliiion of P/iV 
KoUtcI Hifior}! And hereupon il it I Sill our dainties and dc- 
licatss here at Rome, kc. tall Irrem nwMi, at a ma a would fay 
fiogiilar and by llienifelm alone." 
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Richer than that which four fucccffivc kings 
In Denmark's crown have worn; Give me the cups; 
And let the kettle to the trumpet fpeak, 
The trumpet to the cannoneer without, 
The cannons to the heavens, the heaven to earth. 
Now the king drinks to Ham let. — Come, begin ; — 
And you, thejudges, bear a wary eye. 
Ham. Come on, fir. 



LaEh. Come, my lord. [Thy play. 

Ham. One. 
Laer. No. 
Ham. Judgement. 
Osr. A hit, a very palpable hit. 
Laer. Well, — again. 

King. Slay, give me drink: Hamlet, this pearl 



Here's to thy health. — Give him the cup. 

[Trumpets found; and cannon foot off within. 
Ham. I'll play this bout lirlt, fet it by awhile. 
Come. — Another hit; What fay you ? [They play. 



To fw.Ho 

Put of // J. 
Gr.l];.:r. Li,-. 



vsrds itifcavnt iftr effeBi of^ilie poLfon, and Lsuutiojl/ i&i biin,_ 
' li lUc union hesei" Sr£l«*i. 



HAMLET, 



Laer. A touch, a conch, I do confers, 
King. Our fon (hall win. 

Queen. He's fat, and fcant of breath.* — 

Here, Hamlet, take my napkin, rub thy brows : 
The queen caroufes to thy fortune, Hamlet. 3 

Ham. Good madam, — 

King.' Gertrude, do not drinic. 

Queen. I will, my lord ; — 1 pray you, pardon 

King, It is the poifon'd cup ; it is too late. 

[Afide. 

Ham. I dare not drink yet, madam; by and by. 
Queen. Come, let mc wipe thy face.* 



■ Qoetn. Hri fit, W fa*! o/(r.»('.] Itfeemitlial JsJrn Unm, 

forraancc at tfrur, VII I. aud' Hu" U° LI rt'e Hijti'ia llifiriemca, 
kc. If he was adapted, bv the corpulcore of his figure, to appear 
with propritty in |he tioo fuimer Of thefe characters, Shatfprare 
might have put ibis obfeivilion into tlic mDuih of her majeity, 
to apologize far ihc want of fueh elegante of ptrfon in au- 
dience might cspca IO meet will) in Ihc reptefeutllive of the 
youthful piloce of Denmark, whom Ophelia I peat! of il "the 
glaf> of fufhioa ana the mould of form." Tbii, howiver, it mete 
eoujcfljre, as j»/cpl foiitr liltcwife aded Uamltl duiing the life 
of Shitfptare. Steevehs. 

The author of Siftria Hipimien, and Onwues tlie prompter, 
eoncur ia raymg thai Taylor wn the performer of Hamlet. Ro- 
berts the player alone has jiIltmlI, ; jppjrsmiy without any auiuo- 
lily,] tint Liiii part wis performed by Lotriri. M ALONE. 

1 Ti, gain eatoutes to tltjr fortune, fiW.i.] i. e. [in humbler 

" Willi full tanvfl! Il ill /(f/ttur pafi." StcevenS. 
' Cim, til mi vifi liy /»«.] Theft very words ■( the piefent re- 
petition of wljith night b»c beeu i'pired] are addrefTed by Doll 
Tearlhiet to tVifialT, when he wai hcaUi by Lit purfuii of PifAol, 
Set Vol, XIII. p. 9). Steevlni, 
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Laer. My lord, I'll hit him now. 

King.' I do not think it. 

Laer. And yet it is almoft againft my conference. 

[Afide. 

Ham. Come, for the third, Laertes : Yoa do but 
dally; 

I pray you, pals with your beft violence ; 
I am afeard, von make a wanton of me. 5 

Laer. Say you fo? come on. [ They play. 
Osit. Nothing neither way. 
Laer. Have at you now. 

[Laertes wounds Hamlet; then, in Jcvffiing, 
they change rapiers, and Hamlet wounds 
Laertes. 

King. Part them, they are incens'd; 

Ham. Nay, come again. [ The Queen Jails. 
Osr. Look to the queen there, ho ! 

Hor. They hLeed on both fides: — Hoiv is it, 

my lord ? 
Osr. How is'c, Laertes? 



•> To (stcD id die. ei< ■■.!.* Johnson. 
ItitV tr, ynu trifle - i'b me at if foj were pliiing * ... s ibild. 
So, 1" ffi~,o W J-;.<i: 

•• Tbit :t;i 1; liop a tittle lum hti Und, 
■• And «i.o a fill ih«4<i pullt !( bttk »galo.- Rlno*. 
A piRigr id Khg J;4o do"! 1 In; umiii hue tntioi a mm 
fuHt «»* ..f.n.iaf.. j> Ur. Jebgfoo fcs. <. F Uio.d It: 

•• , Shall a it,, 

A cocUtM Gikeo vo.«-. on-t out Gtldi, 
'• Aoo fldti bil fpnit km J w.ilibt (oil," kt. M*icst. 



35o 



H A M L E T. 



Laer. Why, asa woodcock to my own fpringe, 
Ofrick; 

I am juflly kill'd with mine own treachery. 

Ham. How docs the queen? 

King. She fwoons to fee ihem bleed. 

QCeen. No, no, the drink, the drink, — O ray 
.dear Hamlet! — 
The drink, the drink ; — I am poifon'd ! [Dies. 

Ham. O villainy!— Ho! letthe door be lock'd: 
Treachery! feekitont. [Laertes jails. 

Laer, It is here, Hamlet: Hamlet, thou art 
, . (lain ; 
No medicine in the world can do thee good. 
In thee there is not half an hour's life; 
The treacherous inilrument is in thy hand, 
Unbated, and envenom'd: the foul practice 
Had turn'd itfelf on me ; lo, here 1 lie. 
Never to rife again : Thy mother's poifon'd ; 
I can no more ; — the king, the king's to blame. 

Ham. The point 
Envenom'd loo ! — Then, venom, to thy work. 

[ Slabs Ike King. 

Osr. and Lords. Treafon ! treafon ! 

King. O, yet defend me, friends, I am but hurt. 

Ham. Here, thou inceftnous, murd'rous, damned 
Dane, 

Drink off this potion : — Is the union here ? 5 
Follow my mother. [ King dies. 

( h Ihi Liiiian hit?] In this place liktwife ihe quarto 

tads, an crjs. Stliviks. 

— Il Hi union hint] Tliul lire folio. In a former piffage 
in ihc quano, 1604, for fist nil Lad rniiw; hert it lias m*. 

Il (hould frtw from ilih lint, and Lacrtci'n jit.it fptrch, ihat 
Hamlcl here forctt tht tipiliug king ID drink fame of Ihc poifoiic^ 
cup, tud IbM be did while il il ai hii lip ( . HUloms. 



Uigitizcd bfCoogli! 
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LaEH. He is juflly ferv'd ; 

It is a poifon temper' d by hhnfelf. — 
Exchange forgiveuefs with me, noble Hatn!ct: 
Mine and my tatter's death conic not upon thee ; 
Nor thine on ire! [Dies. 

Ham. Heaven make thee free ofit ! I follow thee. 
I am dead, Horatio: — Wretched queen, adieu! — 
Yon that look pt.li: and tremble at this chance. 
That are but mutes or audience to this 
Had I but time, (as this fell fergeant, death, 
Is Itrifl in his arrcft, ) 7 O, I could tell you, — 
But let it be: — Horatio, I am dead; 
Thou liv'ft ; report rue and my caufe aright 
To the unfatisficd. 

Hon. Never believe it; 

I am more an antique Roman dian a Dane, 
Here's yet fome liquor left. 

Ham. As thour't aman,__ 

Give me tliecnp ; let go; by heaven, I'll have it 

O God ! — Horatio. 1 what a wounded name. 
Things {landing thus unknown, fhall live behind 
me? s 

If thou didft ever hold me in thy heart, 
Abfent thee from felicity a while, 

* Tkal arc bill mlis or iltdilnci It liil oS, ] Hut are tillitr melt 
AuJittn of tbii or a> moll only ™u f ,r/«rmr), that Ell 
the flags uiiljimi i»y pan i'. ills aflioii. Johhioh. 

J. friB in hi< arrtft,]] So, in our poet'i n<h Soao.i : 
" when Ittlt fill o,Ttft, 

" Wiihvt alt tail, ihall carry ms away, — " Matron I. 
A fltjlfli it a Laiiifl", or frJirirT. ollirei. RlTSOH. 

• 0 God! — Htrtiit, !te.] Thoi lbs quarto, 1G04. Folio: O 
good Horatio.' Malon^. 

s full iivt iiWmi?] Tiiui tbe folio. Tbe quutcn read.. 

Ihall / tun behind at. Sthtow. 



35a H A M L E T, 

Am! in this harfh world draw thy breach in pain. 
To tell my {lory. — 

[March afar off, and Jliol within. 
What warlike noife is this? 
Osr. Yoking Forlinbras, with conquefL come from 
Poland. 

To tlie ambafiadors of England gives 
This warlike volley. 

Ham. O, I die, Horatio ; 

The potent potion quite o'cr-crowa my fpirit; 7 
I cannot live tn hear the news from England; 
But i do prophecy, the elcftion lights 
On Fortinbras; he has my dying voice ; 

' Til fclcr.t ftiftn quili o'tr-trowj mf Ipiiit; ] Thin (he firft 
quarto, and the Gift folio. Alluding, I fuppolc, id a victoria ui 
roit cxulilng over hi> conquered autagonill. Tin fame word oc- 
cur! in Lingua, kc. \Sai : 

" Shall I? ih- CLiibarTadrefc of goii and men, 

" That puil'd proud Paoibe from her bri-riifome Iphert, 
And daikd Apollo'i counteoance wiiJi a word, 

" 11c oner-CTBa'J, and breathe without revenge? " 
Asaio, in Hill'l StUra, Lib. V.Sal, ii; 

" Lite [he TUD bubble of Iberian pride, 



more elegant of lire wo ; ai Irall Mr. Roue has given the laiter la 
Lii dying Amcftrif in Tit iatUilm Sttpmmhir : 

•' t he gloom grmt »'n me," Stbeve.is. 
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So tell him, with the ocenrrenis, 8 more and'lefs, 
VVIiich have foliated, 1 — f he reft is filcnte. [Dtts: 
Hok. Now cracks a noble heart: — Good night; 

And flights of angles ting thee to thy rett! 1 . 

■ Hi or.tomnls.1 i. e. incident!. The word ii now difc 

uted. So, in Tit lira icf.1 i'ajiljj IW. i Cm: 

Su.b Dn^t i.lt.-raii of my foie-pa.l life." 
Again, loTI* Bbtcdi' Wan, by Drayton, Camo I : 

•• Willi eaeh tiiuriK, litlu iu hii degree." Steevens, 



What Hamlet would b»e faid, the poet Im not given ui any 
ground for conjiiluriuj. The words liem to mean uo more tliaB 
— wiiri 1<m imiirini is — M along. 



'• ITihou liv'H, Pericles, thou Lad a i(«rl, 
" That even tratli for woe." 
The top eluding 'words of ilie u.ifurlunale Lord Eflexi prayer ori 
the fealFold wire Ulthi " and when my life and body IhalL 

l"^lJ}lji ojln^i '"' S ''' , ">>"''• >""* 

Hamllt hid cerlaiT.ly been exhibited before the eieculion br lliat 
amiable noble mao ; bunhe wards here given lo Horatio aiight have 
been one of the many additions made 10 ffail play. A> no copyof 
an earlier dale than iCot has ycl been difcovered, whether Lord 
EIFei'i hit words. were in our auihor's thoughts, taunol now be 
■Teeiiaiaed. Muom. 

Jndjiglll 0/ augih Jiitg thti Is tfy «jl .'J Rattier from Mar IWf 
I ./,/,«(. CWnir/l, itn3: 

" An bolt o I angeli be Iby convey hence!" 



354 HAMLET, 

Why does the drum come hither? [March viithtn. 



fuming alacrity to revenge the murder j and declare) be will 
banifh ill oilier thoughts from his mind. He makei, however, 
hul one elforl to keep hil word, and thai il, when he raifhkei 
Foloniui For the king. On another occafion, he defeti his pur- 
pofc till he tan End in opportunity of taking hil uncle when he 
ji haft prepared for dealt., thai he may inlllre damnation to hil 
foul. Though he afraffiuated Polonius by accident, yet he delibe- - 
jalely procure! the execution of hii rchool-FclloK!, Rofcncranu 
and Guild ertftera, who appear not, from any circumllancer, in ihii 
play, to have been acquainted wiih the treacherous puipofesjif ibe 
mandate ihey were employed lo carry. To embitter Ibeir fate, 
and hazard their punilhment beyond the grave, he deniee llicm even 
the Few momc.,11 nrctflary fora brief conFerSon of tbei. Gni. Their 
ei.d (as he dcdaiti in a fubfcuueni eonvtrfaLion with Horaiio) gives 
him no concern, for they obtruded Ib.nifelvei into Ilic fr.vire, and 
l,e thonght he bad a riglit 10 deflroy tliem. From hi. brutal rnn- 

fucn'an Oulrlge lo dccency^reodei ? it ftlll morrfneceffary for' the 
ufurper lo lav a fecond Itiatagciu for his life, though the lull had 



- 1 the tondufi of 
Hamlet was every way unnamral and tndefenfible, unlifi he were 
lo be lerjatdcdai a young man i.Lote iuulUdt west ia fome de S r« 
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Enter FortInbras, the Englifh AmbalTadors, and 
Others. 

Fort. Where is this Go; hi? 

Hon. What is it, you would Tec? 



dwell lite longer on nil in I'jl.jc.!. !>;raufe Harriltt tcemi. 
cen hitherto itgndn! jj s hero not undeceiving the pity 
idiore; a.ii! Int.:u..^„. ■.■:ri;-=- n , .Ti.-.kfp^e Jus littit 

^ SXFETUM. 



fallowing linei, frn'i, w'iiicli alio i! m„ be inferred lliat lhe po 
mrjni to rtpufjiii Hamlet" i (cuool.fcilowt ai privy 10 the pi 
iglioS his life i 

V There*! letters fcal'd : and my two rcWl-icllowi— 
" Whom I will Iruft at I will adders fan K "d, 
• ' They bear ilie man dale ; tlirv niuil fwecp my way, 
•' Aod mirlhall me lo knavery ! Let il wo,L ; 
■V For "tit the form, lo Lave the engineer 

A a a 



356 HAMLET, 

If aught of woe, or wonder, ceafe your fearcb. 
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Fort. This quarry cries on havock ! 3 — O proud 
death ! 

What feafl is toward in chine eternal cell , i 
That thon To many princes, at a fltqt, 
So bloodily haft ftruck? 

i . Amb. The fight is difmal ; 

And our affairs from England come too late: 
The ears are ienfelcfs, that fliould give us hearing, 
To tell him, his commandment is fuLfill'd, 
Thai Rofencrantz and Guildcnftern are dead: 
Where mould we have our ilianks ? 

Hon. Not from his mouth,* 

Had it the ability of life to thank you ; 
He never gave commandment for their death. 
But fmcc, fo jump upon this hlody queftion. 
You from the Polack wars, and you from England, 
Are here arriv'd ; give order, that theft bodies 
High on a flagc be placed to the view ; 6 



' riii yuany crlci on kruitk .'J Sir T. Hanmer reads, 

To trj m, was id iiiliio jjoi-jJ. I fuppore, when unfair fportr. 
i"t» deployed, mnrcjutfi/j Qr^ami lhau was Itafouable, tilt cenfute 
va. lo c.y, Hwti. Jo.iNaOB. 

We have the fame phrafrclngy in OUtllo, Afl V. fc. It 

Whofe noile is litis, thai uiij ea murder?" 

Sec the note there. M&ldhe. 

' m*l ftaQ ii h Mm UmiiI ell,] Sba'ifpMre h>i 

,lreatly employid thil alUlum in the C*M, Or fi.Jt if tit iui, 

Plutarch in Hie life of Anlfi.hu. Our autliur I'ltewiTc mates Telilt 
(if to hit ton in the FirH P^l of King Hisrj VI : 
■' Now art thou tome unto ijia/ If inli." 

(neveio. 

< — Hi r.nci.t.] t. c. the kin|'i. Sieevehi. 
* — givivdir, lUlliifi bodiei 

H'gt «■ * itage it placii 1, tkt mat] This idea was a P . 

A a 3 
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And let me fpeak, no the yet unknowing world. 
How thefe things ciine about: So fhalL your hear 
Of carnal, bloody, and unnatural afls;' 
Of acddciitaljudocmetits, cafnal flaugluers ; 
Pfdeatlis pat on s by cunning, and fore'd caufc ; * 
And. in this upfhot, purpofes miflook 
Fall'n on the inventors- heads : all this can I 
Truly deliver. 

Fort. Let ns haftc to hear it, 

And call the noblefl to the audience. 
For me, with forrowl embrace my fortune; 
I have fome rights oF memory in this kingdom,* 
"Which now to claim my vantage doth invite me. 

parrntly taken from Arthur Brooke's T.agicall Htpr, tf Ranitu 
OtJjitlUt, iSfis : 

■* "The prince did (Iraight oidaine, the isrfu itint wcr found e, 
" Should be f=i £nnli itfon a fiap hj, rajfid horn tlio 

gTOUlldr," StC. StLE.YINS. 

1 0/ carnal, Hjjrfj, mi ™,iur,t aB, ;] Carnal ii * word 
■uftd by Siutfpcarc as an adjtilivr. lo «rira$*. RlTSiiK. 

infligllnl by coijcupifdcnrc, or, 10 uli om poet's own words, by 
• ■ t,.n:l Oinp.'" Tilt fpeakcr alludes to (he murder of old Hamlet 
■ by hit biotlnr, previous to bis inrcfluoiis union with Gertrude. 
A Smnrlrr afks, " wai the trillion lb ip between the uiurper anil 
the denarii king a fctrtt conlined to Horalin? No, but ihl 
murirr of Hamlet by Claudius Was a fecrct which the 1'oung 



' —Umi 'ifiti of memory in thii lingdein,] Some rigbli, whirh 
iii lEaieuibciiLl in ikii kingdom. MaloWi. 
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Hor. Of that I fhall have alfo caufc to fpeak, 
And from his mouth whole voice will draw on 

But let this iarae be prefemly perform'd, 

Even while men's minds are wild ; leR more mif- 

On plotsf and errors, happen. 

Fort. , Let four captains 

Bear Hamlet, like a foldier, to the flage ; 
For he was likely, had he been pnt on. 
To have provd moft royally : and, For his paffage, 
The foldicrs' mufick, and the rites of war, 
Speak loudly for him.— 
Take up the bodies: — Snch a fight as this 
Becomes the field, but here lhows mnch amifs. 
Go, bid the foldiers flioot. [A dead march, 

[ Extunt, bearing off the dead bodies ;after which, 
a peal of ordnance hjhotojf.* 

. MJ ,„iu „„« .«,/. r « «m ***** M **u _ 



ire Liji ni in bmur of Foninbiil's fjicelhou. Tlll.QBAI.rr, 
' If Lhe dtamat of Sbikfpnte were to be charaStiilid, tztli hj 
c paiticular excellence -.vim;! ii:i!i:ij,>«iftiet ii from lhe itH, w* 
.11H allow lo the tragedy • ( Hamlet the praife ul v.riely. The 
.li-leots are to numerous rliai Ibt argomtni of Ihe play would 

a lou e ialc. Tilt iitnti ate imertluilgtiijly cliviriilir.J 
cnimeai md foltiouity i wUli mcniinc« tin imUJet judicium 



HAMLET, 




n''« the puel ihouM biinj in this gholl'in (oropltic irmoiu._r 
iMot Ihcfc ttltoni iejv be givtn for il. W( ore lo confidcr. that 
littnuld iotrodufi tiimin ttirft dirfTci only ; inlili rrgjl rtitfi. in 
a hibii o[ initimcm, iu a common ha bit, 01 in tome fjnullick 
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10 tic bi?ardcd. 

■our, ii wii vtry fo I ublt 10 i line "bo >• 

uithn,.! f:n.)<t-cfc._ 
b.i for, MltMBftkh ("..'. ind NIMMll 
eosl.deri(.°«t thirRyi thit be wt Teat 

Ivr«rimem». ifcoreUnJ to' ihe th^M* of 
no fuffer, if not eternal 



ondly. that Pcnra; 
icf.ll, andt'ielliron 
e-pro-ipts the your 



injudicious; for I'd fnr Fr^rr, ficuti if himfelf fiom 1117 violin ee which 
lie feared from tlie ufurprr, it Teems 10 have been (tie moll Ilk (If 
my of gelling himfelf confined, and cnnfrijuinttv debarred fcam 
an opportunity of revenging bis fatWj dealb, «hieli now feemcd 
In be his only aim; and atiordingly i: w» the ocrjfinn of lit 
b.inv reuia'wat-lo Enfhtjd; W Li:b cc'iisr, hj.l it tat en efferl upon 
bit lite, be never could have revenged hi; fathers murder. To 
fpeak irnth, onr pott by keeping too efofe to the ground-work nf 
Mi plot, has f.-llen ir.ro nn abfunlity 1 .'or there a rp tar. no icafon 
at all in nature, tvby the youur; piimr did run put ll.c nfuiper to 
death a; toon its prilijle, ctpteiallv HanSc! is tepj.ftnlrd as a 
youth lo brave, and Co tateltft of bis own life. 

■< The raft indeed Ii Ihii. Had Hamlet gone naturally lo work, 
11 we conld fuppafc f.ich a printe to do in parallel circumtlaoeei, 
there would bivc been an cod of out play. The poet theie- 
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Til rvtgti Fjrtiut, ii, fcc,] The two grtatrlt poeli of lliii aqd 
tlic liB a s c. Mf. Drydta, it. ibc prrfact to FrnVu ids' CriJSrt, 
end Mr. Pope, in his note OH ibis plact, have toncuricd in thinking 
llul SI. ikfpiaie produced th« lan B pjir.-ifje wild dtfigD to ridicule 
.-id cxpoit tin uombiR of the play from uhtnce it wai ukcD J and 

pli.iiy ind f'ublimt of tbif produflion. And 1 reafori, firll, from, 
ii'iikcn. Secondly, E from tht piflijc itfelf. And thirdly, from 

Let in cortGder the cb^nSrr Hamlet give! of it. Tki play I 

fh.fU -ir milliM, -I.MJ « «. fqtlf.tr- 

l,r „ »,« (,i .r. .«i o/l-r. Bi./e ju^m,*! i, >.-! 

t,i(i i> I*. »j «/»fM) <m ««»«( fCru, utll tipjllibtit 

« m.«(r'ir, r7.< >■/«/' ' ""!'■' »""'■'• J 
)„/ ..,(, j Tl .* Wjl Bfrtod Tliry ■bo ruppofc the, pallia 
• ^vea ta be ridiculed, mult need i fu[ipofe ihn tbaiaacr to be 



PRINCE OF DENMARK. 365 



falling together, with the 
itIS/kPptiu, kc. 



3. The third proofii, from iht effects »hi<J) Followed en the 
recital. Himlei, bii btil tharaaer, ippiom Itj the pljy.ru 
deeply affected in repeating it ; and only till fool. ill Folonioi tired 
with it. "We have Lid enough before of Han>leli r.ntirneu.l. Al 
for the player, he rtiaugei colour, and the lean flu I fiom his t)It. 



ttinei of the d'lflreiTe 1 ; and their thought) are fo nvuch taken up 

who ntherwifc, by his faully fenlimenn and dlflinn, would 
have Rifled the emolioni fprlnging up fiom a fenfe of the dif- 
tlcfi. But tllil il not bin) to the cafe iu band. Foi, al Hjrnltl 
fay, t 

Hrr-fa to Ha, it h I, H.ttle ! 
». When bad lines nife this affeaion, they 3re bid iu ifac other 
extretnei lour, abjtcl, aud groveling, iullcad of being highly 
figurative and fuelling ; yet, when attended tuith a Ddttral funpli- 
tity, they have force enough 10 Itiike illiterate ami fimple sindi, 
Xhe tragedici of llaulti will juUify both little obfsivalious. 
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But if in y one will itill fav, that Shakfpeare intended la rcpte- 
fent a player unnaturally and fjnlariicalty aQeacd, we mult appeal 
10 Hamlet, that ii, to St.akfr.eare hlmfclf in tliis mailer;, who, 
on lilt rtiltaion lie makes upon the player's emotion, in older .o 
excite bll own revenge, gtvei not die leail liinL Ibit tlit player 
..as unnaturally or tojudiciaullt- moved. On tin contrary, hit 
fine drferipifon of the iflor'i imoiiou (howl, he thought juttothcr- 

CtuUj,,,, hh /Ml/alt Usavi.ahnt, . 
TUtjiam btr wlis; «;l t:i i ./.jr wan'd : ■ 
Tuts in lit tjii, iiftiBito in kit o/fiB, 1 



purpofe. 

As Shakfueare has here fhown the ciTca> which a fine defeiiplion' 

inlelliRent player, whotc bufincTl habituates him lo enter intimately 

nature ii' free woiti.: l;s nil ail otcaiioin; fo he lias artfully Ihuwn 
what effcai the vrryJTame fcene would have upon a^qnite dilf«en( 

anolh«]i h '''/W'..'. 1 r-u'VJ fpecics r.f v.- it and eloquence, 
which Mil Hiff, forced, and lisdanlie; and ij hail a politician, 
and therefore, .of confirm c, without any of the aileaing no- 
tices of humanity. Sue'' is the man wlinm SliaUfpeare hit judi. 
.tiouily chofen 10 reprefent tlie fatfe tattc or that audience which 

the finell and moil pathetic pan of the fpeectl, Polonim cries out 
This is ton fang! on which Hamlet, in contempt of his ill 
judgement, replies, ^ U Jh,U to Ik, h,,b,r,m:k ^i, h.ri; [ia- 

dam lay in 'his'lenjth of beard]! iV,it«. /a, on. fit 

roofed with the i:,r.il.!c i,»„tr f nf Ihe.d.utii, no fnoncr hears, 
ame.nr.fl many s"od IliinfiS. ore quaint and tantlHital word, put- 
in. i luppoie, ptirpofely for this end, than lie nrofcnei hil appro- 
bation of the propriety and dignity of it. TUls Ws "'< 
(aim is Oa the whole then, I think, it plainly appcatt. 
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. way) lilt aflots, ii. lii.ir itv,rc[cn:atioa of iS.il a ;i!.iy, may Icatn how 
Ibis fpeeih ought :o he fpokto, and what appearance Hamlet ought 

Tbil which funports tbc common opinion, concerning this 
palTage, is thi lurgid esprefTion in [omt pain of it i which, they 
think, could never be niven by the poet to be commended. We 
Hull therefore, in the nest place, examine [he lines cnoft obnoiious 
lo Hnfurt, 2nd fee how much,' t Honing the charge, ihii will mike 
for Ihc induction of their cancluGont 

Fyrhi! at Prion dma ( in "g< f'iiu mdl. 
Bur writ lit wkiBard mud if iiipllhtri 

Tt.*™<V!dj*tb,. frit,. 

And again, 

0*1, ml. Ikn frumfttjirtwu ! All job pit, 

ifreli ill {(( jfaHi, ™i ftlli,, jnm for irhtl. 



Now whether thefe be hombaft or not, It not the quefiion ; but 
whether Shakfpeate efleenied Ihtm fa. That he did not fo cittern 
there appe.rt from hh having ufed the very fame thoughts in th» 

cbarafleis, where be aims j/ibVVubliio**" At in the iollowFn E 
p.lfag... 

Troilot, in Treilni and CrtJ.da, far oulfiiain, the 
Pytihus's fwnrd in i he charafiei he givej of HrHor's : 
" JM'm nonj /ira<j (i> taitlve Grrcrani fjll 
" Even in the fan a„d wiad of your fair ftfnrd, 
to* bid Htm nj, Hi dW 
Cleopatra, in Antony and CItlfatra, rails at formal id the fame 

» 1ft, Itlmtjftai, tadhltuttilfi 

" That the falfe hufwifc Fortune break bcr wheel, 

tint another ufe may he made of thefe quotations-, a ttifcovet* 

been fo large upon this queflion. 1 think theo it appears, fiom 
what has been raid, that the play in difpute was Sbakfpeaiei own ; 
and that this was the occalion of Milling il. He was dcErous, at 
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Jaou as lie had round hii Ortng.h, of lelto.ing [lie chaBtmft and 
reguh.ily of, the amienl ftage : and Llirrcfore cimpofed Ibu ua- 
geiiy on ,ln iiiiil!.! ol ['jr. Ui Cl t. .tr:nnj. Lik twvlc fccn hy throwing 



Di 



«/' </ «/■'"'••■" /•' ; « ,"•-'•'/'• ■»« Though 

if wllit Dc. Wiihunen has Cud Ibould be found id any inftance 
. 10 be cjadly true, whai tan we Infer from ilience, but that Shak- 
fneuc was fomciimes wrong in fpiit of cooviSion, and in the hurry 
of writing committed tbofe very faulti whiih ftis judgement could 
dettS iu other) f Dc. Waibuiton is iocouRUent in his aileiiioot 
eoticeini:.3 the literature of ShakfpclK. In a note on froifw nd 
Cnjidti, he affirms, ilia; his want of learning lept liiin from being 
acquainted with tile writing! of Hornet i ami, io lliit iuflauce, 
would tuf pole hi:u Lj;:aLj[t t! piol-cinj a complete uagsdy vtittia 
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• a III ancient: mtti ; and that ihc fpccch before us had lufEcient merit 
to entiile it 10 a place in /if J,n»i tin of Vi>i<r, Amid, <cr* 
l(a U £i /«« wwl W *in c«ffiii (o tAai ftrjtaitn mire* ttt Bcnm 



the ancient) [thai he hid any knowledge of their rule), remain! 
lo be proved,), i. would certainly i'jvt been refolded by comem- 
porary wriicrs, among whom Ur.i [onion would have been tbt firft. 
Had hi, datling u:i<>U been unlkillully imitated by a rival port, 
be would at leaft have prefcrved Hie Memory of Ihc faa, 10 (how 
how unfafc il was for any one, who was not as thorough a Icholar 
as himftir, to have meddltd with their facrcd temains. 

" Within tint elicit none durfl walk but he." He hai rcpre. 
fentcd lnigo Jones as being- ignorant of the very names of thofe 
clafTick author), whole architecture he undertook 10 coricftj in Nil 
Ftllfjttr he has in fevecal place, hinted .1 our pocVi lojnrjirioni ure- 
al fomco'fbi. d.frriptio..! and cl.jrjeieri. It ii true that he hai 
praifed him. but it -as not n .,[ ftvl, ■ 1,1 l.avi been of 

city condition!. Hipp) it wai for Shatrpearc, that he tnoknature 
for his guide, and, cngagrdio the warm puiTuit of her beauliei, 
left to Jonron ill- icpoliioties nf learning: fo hai heefraped a too. 
[ell whleh might have rendered hil life unealy, and bequeathed to 
our poUeffion the more valuable copies from nature herlilf: for 
Shakfpeare [fayi Dr. Hurd, in his notes on Horace's Art of 
Poaln) " (be hril that broke through the bondage oi claflicil 
fupeiilition. And he owed [his felicty, as he i.i I Come ilheis, n 
his want of what is called the advantage of a learned education. 
Thus uninfluenced by the weight of earl) prepoucllinn, he chuck at 
once Into the road of nature and common febfe! anil urilhoutde. 
fif;niag, without knowing; it, bath left us in hil hiQotical plays. 
With al| thtit anoroaliel, aa cuBci rtfemblaoce of lire Athenian 
ft JK c than is any wlicre IO befouud in its moil pro It Bed admirer! 
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Mrs. Montague, Ihe juflly celebrated authored of Iht EJfiJ n lit 
fmiti *,ili*t;< of our author, was io Paris, aod in the cireU 
when thefe tiling! of U.e FrcncHman were fittl publirkly retiied. 
On bearing the illiberal e.iprcflioii alieady quoted, «itb no lets sit. 
g>nc* trtao readineft Iht replied—" Cell un hmilt qui a hniliH 
line le.re bieo instate."— In (hod, lot author of Jayr,, UaJtwf, 
and Siiairjmii, poffeflcl ill the IT, if liner on. qualities oF 1 midnight 
felon, who. in the hopt is conceal his guilt, feu Ihe houfe be hat 
robbed on lire. 

At for Hcfficntl D'Alembett aod Marmoutel, they might fafdy 
be ?ju"ed over wiih that negled which ihtir impotence of eriiicifm 
defcrvei. Voltaire, io Tpite of hit namral difpofition to vilify an 
Engliib poel, by adoption fentimenli, thataflori, and Gtuaiionl 
from Shatfpe.lie, ha) betlowtd on him involuntary praift. Hap. 
pily, he has not been difgrared by the worlhlefs encomiums or dif- 
fered by Ihe aukwaid imitations of ihe other pair, who " follow 
in the chart nollike hounds that hunt, but like Ihoft who fill up lb« 
try." When O'Alembert declares that more flerling fcufe ii to ba 
met with in lea French verfes than in thiny Englifh ones, cooumpt 
is all that he provokcl, — fuch contempt as cm only he eiceeded if 
tint which every fcholar will exprefi, who may chance to look iota 
the prore iianDalion of Lucao by Marmoniel, with the vain exec- 
ution of difcoveiing either the fenfe, lb* fpiiit or thi wbole of the 
original. Stiivihi. 



THE END OF THE TWENTT-SECOND VOLUME. 
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